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Where are 
the missing 

30,000? The 
world wants 
to know 
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THE WORLD was looking for 
30,000. missin g refugees from 
Kosovo yesterday, after the 
Macedonian authorities evac- 
uated at least 50,000 of them 
from the makeshift camp at 
Blace on its northern border. 

While some of the refugees 
in Macedonia were taken to 
transit camps set up around the 
capital, Skopje, and about 14,000 
were reported to have been 
™ bused to the town of Korce, in 
Albania, the whereabouts of 
tens of thousands of them is still 
uncertain. “We cannot account 
for about 30,000 people,” said 
Paula Ghebjni aspokeswoman 
for the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees. 

Nato and aid agencies said 
they feared for the safety of tens 
of thousands of other refugees 
from Kosovo, who were waiting 
on Yugoslavia's frontier with Al- 
bania, who were haded back 
into Kosovo by Serb troops 
early yesterday morning. 

The lightning speed of the . 
Macedonian operation, which 
took place between 8pm on 
Tuesday night and 2am yes- 
terday morning, local time, 
took everyone by surprise. A 
British military vehicle is un- 
derstood to have trailed the con- 
voy of 119 buses as it headed 
through the mountains of west- 
ern Macedonia to the Albanian 
border crossing at Pogradec. 

The UNHCR said the Mace- 
^ Etonian authorities refused to 
* say where the people had been 
taken. “We still don’t know how 
many went where,” said an 
UNHCR spokeswoman. “Some 
complained they bad no idea 
wbere they were going and they 
were being separated from 
their families.” 

Last night the refugees who 
had be^ taken to Albania were 
reported to have been dep- 
osited in Korce’s sports stacfi- 


by Andrew Buncombe 
in Skopje and 
Emma Daly in Morini 

urn. There were unconfirmed 
reports of others heading for 
Greece and Turkey 

Armed Macedonian police 
and soldiers rounded up the 
refugees at Blace and led them 
an to buses. *Tt was very quidk,” 
said Sheri Fink, a medic with 
fiie aid group Physicians for 
Human Rights, who saw the 
evacuation. “None of the peo- 
ple knew where they were 
going. There was no one from - 
file international community 
to see what was happening.” 
Nicola Beyle, a medical co- 
ordinator with the Interna- 


Inside 


1 Further reports 

pages 2-5 

.1 Leading article 

Review, page3 

■ David Aaronovitch 

Review,page3 


tiooal Medical Corps, said there 
was no resistance: “People 
were too exhausted to ask 
where they were going. They 
were like zombies.” 

There were tragic scenes as 
the very old and the sick found 
themselves abandoned in the 
virtually deserted camp, after 
their children had been forced 
on to the buses. Azize Marina, 
70, from the Kosovo capital, 
Pristina, said she was too weak 
to stand up. She had come to 
the border with her son and 
now he had been taken away. 

“I would rather die than be 
here,” she said. “In fact lam al- 
ready dead. My son has gone, 


my daughters have gone too 
and so has my 13-year-old 
grandson. He is blind and deaf 
What has happened to him I 
dare not think.” 

There were strong suspi- 
cions that the Macedonians 
had coordinated their move 
with neighbouring Yugoslavia. 

Belgrade dosed the fron- 
tiers with Macedonia and 
Albania just as the Blace camp 
was being emptied and forced 
thousands of refugees waiting 
at the Yugostev-AIbanian border 
crossing at Morini back into 
Kosovo. Tjfre their fellow Slavs 
in Serbia, the Macedonians 
have no love for their Albanian 
minority and they have no wish 
to see it numerically boosted by 
an influx from Kosovo. 

At Morini yesterday a sinis- 
ter silence enveloped the bor- 
der post The only things left 
moving were plastic water bot- 
tles and other debris blowing 
about in the wind Asm Bnahimi, 
who crossed just before the bor- 
der dosed, lost track of his rel- 
atives when they were sent 
back into Kosovo by Yugoslav 
border guards. “The Sob sol- 
diers sent back all the people.” 
he said. “They just forced the 
people to turn around." 

A total mystery surrounds 
the fete of the thousands of 
Kosovar Albanians who had 
lined up along the road from the 
western dty of Prizren to 
Morini On Tuesday, the queue 
of at least 20,000 people had 
stretched some 18 miles back 
into Kosovo. 

One group of 25 people who 
succeeded in crossing at 5am, 
long after the border appeared 
to have closed, said the route 
they travelled on was deserted 
“They did not see any people." 
said a UNHCR spokesman, 
Jacques Franquin. “They saw 
a lot of cars and tractors but in 





The camp at Blace, on the 
Macedonia-Kosovo border, 
before (right) and (above) 
after the refugees were 
evacuated 

John Voos 

terms of people, nobody." Nato 
and aid agencies said they 
feared for the refugees's safety. 
“Apparently the Serbs want to 
keep them - to do what?" asked 
Mr Franquin. 

“The Serbs have more or 
less destroyed all their villages, 
and I don't think they are plan- 
ning to build a Inter-Continen- 
tal Hotels to house them." 
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Canada prepares 



Forced to flee their homes, the refugee children of Kosovo * 
are cold, exhausted and tern fled. Disease is spreading fast y 
Will you help the innocent children caught up in this conflict"? 

t'’ , e ' * A, \ jjfo u. ernerr’ency aid and vital ‘ ( 

5 i 1 ^ f "Kr 1 ,n I-* ai v families ihai flee j — « 

\ J "vO Kosovo m search of 1 

safety. Bui we must | 

do more - and fast. fl 


THE FIRST indications that 
Nato might be planning to put 
ground forces into Kosovo 
came last night as the alliance 
confronted the massive out- 
flow of refugees. 

The Panadian government 
said it was considering the pos- 
sibflity that ground forces 
might go into Yugoslavia even 
without a peace agreement It 
was the first' time a Nato gov- 
ernment has publiejy acknowl- 


troopsto fight their way in to re- 
turn and resettle refugees. 

“The plan has been ... to 
bring the Yugoslav government 
to the table, to have a peace 


by Andrew Marshall 

in Washington 

plan and, on that basis, for 
ground troops to then go in to 
ensure the security of the peo- 
ple of Kosovo,” said Art Eggle- 
ton. the Defence Minister 
“Now, if fiat's not going to be 
possible, and I think as we see 
with each day the Milosevic 
government is not indicating 
they’re favourable to doing 
that, then certain^ Nato has to 
look at other options,” he 
added. “And the military plan- 
ners and the Canadian mifitaiy 
are in the course of looking at 
other options as to where 


ground troops might be 
involved” 

Earlier the United States 
intervened in an effort to free 
three US soldiers, captured on 
the border between Albania 
and Kosovo last week. The ini- 
tiative, fay Spyros Kyprianou, 
the acting President of Cyprus, 
sparked concerns in Washing- 
ton that it would be outflanked 
diplomatically as it seeks to 
press on with the air war 
against Yugoslavia. 

Mr Kyprianou said Slobo- 
dan Milosevic “has conveyed to 
me his willingness to discuss 
the issue of releasing the three 
American captives and to hand 


them over to us". He left Lar- 
naca airport for Athens and 
then Belgrade yesterday. 
Greece was expected to provide 
an aircraft to fly him to the Yu- 
goslav capital, but Mr Kypri- 
anou was asked by the US to 
delay his departure. 

The mission presented Nato 
with a difficult decision about 
whether to carry on bombing 
even as Mr Kyprianou was on 
his way to Belgrade. He re- 
quested a 24-bour ceasefire. 
The US warned him not to 
travel last night, and said it 
wanted to talk to him before he 
left. The allies were also scram- 
bling to ensure that the meet- 


ing did not turn into an occasion 
for Mr Milosevic to negotiate 
over the conflict. 

Cyprus has sided with Bel- 
grade in its war with Nato and 
Mr Kyprianou said he hoped his 
visit could help to bro? er an end 
to the conflict “I ‘ elieve. I 
hope, my mission wi i succeed. 
If it does I think it will help im- 
prove the climate, it will satisfy 
the American people ... and will 
be proof of the Yugoslavian 
President’s commitment to 
peaceful processes” he said. 

Cyprus and Yugoslavia were 
both founding members of the 
Non-Aligned Movement and 
Mr Kyprianou had close ties to 
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Belgrade when he was Presi- 
dent from 1978 to 1988. 

Mr Kyprianou said there 
might be preconditions for the 
release of the soldiers, however, 
which could be a stumbling 
block for any deal In particu- 
lar, Nato ruled out any attempt 
to free the men by trading 
them for an end to the bomb- 
ing of Yugoslavia. “As for pay- 
ing a price, of course not, the 
mission goes on.” said Jamie 
Shea, the Nato spokesman. 

The US was very cautious, 
saying there had been “some 
contact” with Mr Kyprianou 
but playing down hopes of a 
rapid breakthrough. 
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one there. Just huge “He must withdraw his "If he is not stopped, he “We can't stopnowand Jet 

s of garbage” forces, let the refugees will not be the last dictator Milosevic pocket the ethnic 

Pawel Kopczynski on return. Nothing less will to use this sort of force cleansing he s carne ° u 

... . ... r . / isu fioornp Robertson Robin COOK 


“It takes two to tango. We “No one there. Just huge “He must withdraw his 

don’t recognise any sort of piles of garbage” forces, let the refugees 

ceasefire" Pawel Kopczynski on return. Nothing less will 

David Wilby the refugee camp in bring peace with security 
Nato spokesman Macedonia President Bill Clinton 


“If he is not stopped, he 
will not be the last dictator 


“We can't stop now and let “Cambodia^Bosnia an^ 
Milosevic pocket the ethnic - stilt; M 


George Robertson 
Defence Secretary 


Robin Cook genocide recurs 
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Europe offers 


states bribe to 


take refugees 


the Continuing exodus 

By Katherine Butler in Brussels 


WEST EUROPEAN govern- 
ments were warned to move ur- 
gently to ease the pressure on 
Macedonia yesterday amid 
signs that Skopje, determined 
to dose its own doors to the tide 

of refugees, secretly bused 
thousands of Kosovars and 
dumped them on the Albanian 
border on Tuesday night. 

Moving to pre-empt an un- 
seemly row over who will bear 
the biggest share of Kosovo 
refugees, the European Com- 
mission in Brussels called on 
member states to first dip into 

an emergency reserve of £200m 
to “buy off" Yugoslavia's neigh- 
bouring states. 

Roughly half of the emer- 
gency money would be ear- 
marked to help to alleviate the 
pressure on Macedonia, Alba- 
nia and Montenegro, which are 
all believed to be in danger of 
political destabilisation. 

In what smacked of a bribe 
to get Macedonia, in particular 
to keqi its doors open, the com- 


mission dangled the prospect of 
an immediate cash package for 
Macedonia and a long-term 
free trade and political co- 
operation deal going beyond 
anything previously available. 
Hans Van den Broek, the EU 
commissioner for foreign rela- 
tions, even spoke of offering the 
Skopje authorities an associa- 
tion agreement, often the first 
step to EU membership. 

The unspoken idea is to 
avoid EU splits over refugees 
coming to western Europe by 
getting the frontline states to 
keep their borders open. “I 
would hesitate to use the word 
“reward'." Mr Van den Broek 
said. “We need to do this so we 
can ask them to co-operate 
fully in helping the refugees." 
It was important to allow as 
many Kosovars as possible to 
remain in the region to “avoid 
giving the wrong signal both to 
Milosevic and to the Kosovars” 

Emma Bonino, the Euro- 
pean commissioner for over- 


seas aid, said that it was 
“regrettable’’ foe Macedonians 
had apparently moved up to 
10,000 Kosovars to the Albanian 
border without informing agen- 
cies. She was also harsh in her 
criticism of the frantic efforts to 
bundle people on to planes for 
destinations as “bizarre" as 
Cuba and Guam: “These peo- 
ple are not parcels." 

Ms Bonino said the priority 
had to be to help Kosovars to re- 
main in the region. Airlifts 
should be used onty as a last re- 
sort and if the people volunteer 

She stressed the need to al- 
leviate the pressure on the 
frontline states. Any effort to 
create an internationally over- 
seen humanitarian haven with- 
in Kosovo for the ethnic 
Albanians would require the 
presence of ground troops. 

EU interior ministers were 
last ' night urged by the com- 
mission to be prepared to open 
their doors to the most needy 
of the Kosovars. 
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8.13pm to 6.37am 
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7.54pm to 6.29am 
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FORECAST 


Bonoral situation: East and south-east England will start dry but it will become 
cloudy with a threat of rain this afternoon. Wales and western England will be 
overcast with light rain. The Midlands and north-east England will rum cloudy 
with rain. Scotland and Northern Ireland will be breezy with cloud and outbreaks 
of rain, although Northern Ireland should become drier this afternoon. 

London, E * SE England, E Anglo: Early mist will clear to leave sunshine 
before cloud builds bringing rain this afternoon. A light north-westerly wind. Max 
temp I4-17C (57-63F). 

Cent S England. Midlands, Channel Is: Early brightness wil disappear as cloud 
builds and rain arrives. A light west co north-westerly wind. Max temp 14-I6C 
157-61 F). 

W hi e s , SW A NWI England, Lake Disc, Isle of Man: Overcast with outbreaks 


AIR QUALITY 

today's readings 


London 
S England 


C England 
N England 
Scotland 
N Iredaod 


Wh SO, 

Moderate Good 
Moderate Good 
Good Good 
Moderate Good 
Good Good 
Good Good 
Good Good 


Of mainly light rain. Turning misty on coasts and hills. A light west to north-west- 
erly wind. Mat temp 13-1 t>C (55-6 IF}. 


SUN 6 MOON 


Cent NINE England: Starting dry with some early sunny spells but soon 


clouding over with light rain spreading from the west. A light westerly wind. Max 
temp 12-15C (S4-59F1- 


NE A SE Scotland, Edinburgh, Aberdeen, N isles: Breezy and cloudy with 
rain, most of it light. A freshening south-westerly wind. Max temp 1 1-14C (52- 
57F). 

NW A SW Scotland, Glasgow. W Isles: Overcast with rarn. Windy with mist on 
coasts and Mils. A flesh to strong south-westerly wind. Max temp 10-1 3C (SO-55F) 
N Ireland: Overcast and breezy with rain but becoming drier this afternoon. A 
moderate south-westerly wind. Max temp 12-15C (54-59F). 


Sun rises: 0632 
Son sock 19.45 
Moon rises: 02. 10 
moon sets: 10.51 
Last Quarter. April 9th 




WEATHERLINE 


OUTLOOK 


The south will be dry and warm tomorrow bur western parts of England aru 
Wales will be cloudy Scotland and Northern Ireland will have ram. Rain will 


For (he latest forecasts dial 0891 5009 
followed by the two digits tor your area. 
Sourer The Met. Office. Cans durged at 
5C5> per row fine VAT) 


spread southwards, leaving Scotland and Northern Ireland with sunshine and 
Showers. 


TRAVEL 


London: A1Z Green Man Roundabout 
Leytonstone. Major roadworks on new 
Mil fink road. Until 31st December. 
Bristol: M5 J18-19. Major Roadworks on 
Avonmoutti BdtJqo. Untt 23rd June 2001. 
»fcrwfc*sft*nr: tMZ Ben*een JID TarmwrPi 
geniKss and JB Sutton Coldfield. Roadworks 
and contrafl o w , until 23rd April. 

South Varitshke : Ml Between J34 Tinsley 
viaduct (A81QS) & J34 TVtsiey Viaduct 
(A8178). Sheffield. Carriageway is reduced 
to two lanes southbound. Until 21st 
November 2000. 

Gloucestershire: AA0 Lensdown Rd. 


Cheltenham. Closed due to roadworks 
Inbound. Diversions *i place. Until 1st June. 
Co-Antrim: A1 Klngsway. Dunmurray. 
Roadworks, various lane restrictions. Until 
1st August. 

Derbyshire: A6 Between Derby Southern 
Bypass (A50) and Shanflow Road round- 
abOUL East Of Alvaston. Contraflow tor work 
on now A50. Until 15th October. 

AA Road watch: Call 0336 401777 for 
the latest local and national rraffic news. 
Source: The Automobile Association. Calls 
charged at SOp per min (Inc VAT). 
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WAR AIMS! 

BY ANDREW GBWa* : 'f 






Robin Cook meeting exiled Kosovo Albanians at the Fbreigu Office yesterday. The delegation included a number 
of journalists and Mr Cook announced the setting up of a UK-funded Kosovo information network Neville Elder 


TONY BLAIR warned 
there would be “no 
tnise" with Stobod^Mfios^ j 
and that Nato would wmtnfoe j 
to bomb Yugoslavia uhiflte* 
conceded all of its de man ds: ■■■•j 
"This policy of ethnic deans- 
jng must be seen to be deteat-.j 
ed so that this type of appaffing^ 
situation is not allowed to hap- ; 
pen again," Mr Blair said, i ~ . j 
“There must be no question? 1 
of half measures ... Milosevic; 
must withdraw his forces from 
Kosovo, he must cease the pot- 
icy of ethnic cleansing and he 
must allow an international 
force in to allow people to re- 
turn to their homes and vil- 
lages. That must be the only set 
of terms on which Nato must 
settle this matter’' 

Mr Hair predicted that Pres- 
ident Milosevic would now try 
to divide foe Nato affiance, but 
insisted there were “no splits”. 

Robin Cook, the Fbreign Sec- 
retary, announced that Britain 
is to fond a newinfonnatioi net- 
work run by former journalists 
forced to flee from Kosovo. He 
said it would be based in a 
neighbouring country and give 
Kosovo Albanians a means of 
communication which Presi- 
dent Milosevic could not block. 
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EXTREMES 


EUROPE NOON TODAY 


Warmest: Leuctvjrs. Fife 1 4C (57F) 
Coldest (day): 5hedand Isles < OC (50F) 
Wettest: Loch Glascamoch 8.0 mm 
Sunniest: £«eter. Devon 4 5 hrs 
For 24hrs co 2pm Tuesday 
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hrs 

Rain 

mm 

Max 

X T 

Aberdeen 

2.8 

05 

18 

64 

Anglesey 

O 

2.0 

17 

52 

Awemore 

2.5 

3.0 

13 

55 

Belfast 

0 

3.8 

14 

57 

Birmingham 

1.2 

0.5 

15 

59 

Bournemouth 

a 

0.8 

12 

54 

Bristol 

32 

03 

IB 

64 

Buxton 

0.6 

t 5 

13 

55 

Cardiff 

34 

3.3 

16 

64 

Clacton 

. 

0.5 

13 

55 

Cromer 

0.4 

0 

17 

63 

Edinburgh 

35 

1.0 

15 

59 

Ex mouth 

05 

1.0 

15 

59 

Fishguard 

1.1 

1.8 

13 

55 

Folkestone 

0.6 

1.5 

13 

55 

Glasgow 

3.8 

3.0 

15 

55 

Hastings 

0.4 

0.3 

13 

55 

Hove 

0 

2.0 

11 

52 

Isle-of-man 

0 

2 8 

10 

50 

Isle-of-wighc 

- 

0.3 

12 

54 

Jersey 

55 

O.S 

17 

63 

Kendal 

0 

4 3 

14 

57 

Leeds 

1.1 

0.3 

16 

61 

Lerwick 

2.8 

0.5 

12 

54 

Liulehampton 

0 

2.0 

15 

59 

London 

0 

0 3 

16 

81 

Lowestoft 

03 

3.6 

17 

63 

Manchester 

0.4 

oe 

IS 

59 

Mar^te 

02 

08 

17 

63 

Morecamtoe 

0 

2 5 

12 

54 

Newcastle 

23 

0 

75 

59 

Newquay 

4.4 

05 

15 

59 

Norwich 

03 

1.3 

17 

83 

Oxford 

13 

2.5 

17 

63 

Ross-on-wye 

1.3 

0.3 

16 

61 

Salcombe 


- 

- 

- 

Scarborough 
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- 

- 

Shrewsbury 

04 

0.5 

15 

59 

Southend 

0 

0 

14 

57 

Southport 

- 

2.0 

15 

59 

Stornoway 

1.6 

7.4 

12 

54 

Swanage 

0 

1 5 

1 1 

52 

Tenby 

0 

1.3 

U 

52 

Torquay 

0 

25 

14 

57 
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- 

- 

- 

- 

Weymouth 

0 

0.5 

11 

52 
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CODES OF WAR 

By Kim Sengupta in Bonn 




THE ATLANTIC NOON TODAY 
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Rain 

or Shine... 


HUNDREDS OF people in 
Cameroon have been told to 
leave their homes after Mount 
Cameroon erupted, spewing 
out a mile-wide river of molten 
lava towards their village. 

The flow of molten rock 100 
feet thick from the volcano, 
known as Chariot of the Gods, 
got one-and- half miles from foe 
coastal village of Bakingele 
yesterday prompting the gov- 
ernment to order an evacua- 
tion. Officials say the viscous 
rock wifi reach Bakingele with- 
in four days. 
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EVERY NATO air strike against 
Slobodan Milosevic’s regime 
has to be cleared by Govern- 
ment law officers to ensure it 
does not break international 
codes of war. 

The Secretary of State for 
Defence, George Robertson, 
said yesterday that while the 
Serbs wage war on foe popu- 
lation of Kosovo, all foe opera- 
tions carried out by British 
and other allied forces must be 
scrupulously checked to en- 
sure they comply with in- 
ternational law. During a visit 
to Germany Mr Robertson said 
that he, the Attorney General, 
John Morris, and the Prime 
Minister, Tony Blair, “pore 
over" the targets before any au- 
thorisation is given. 

“While Milosevic is tipping 
human beings over foe border 
like garbage, we are trying to 
do our utmost to make sure we 
never sink to anywhere near 
their level," he said. “I am the 
chairman of the Defence Coun- 


cil. I have a legal responaMli- 
ty lor ensuring that the forces 
that are put into actionbehave 
legally. If they don't ad; legally, 
it's me that's liable as well as 
them.*’ 

After a meeting with foe 
German Defence Minister; 
Rudolf Scharping, the two min- 
isters gave another example of 
how Serb forces are breaking 
international law, by dragging 
refugees back into Kosovo to 
act as human shields. 

The ministers maintained 
that this attempt to “very par- 
£ial]y J ’stem the flow of foe dis- 
possessed was because “he 
[Milosevic] knows that our air 
strikes are working and this is 
his cowardly and brutal re- 
sponse". 

Mr Scharpmg also said that 
Nato now has information that 
Milosevic planned as eariy as 
October last year to carry out 
his mass deansing of Kosovo's 
Muslim population. He hoped to 
present evidence of this today. 


Conflict Briefing: Day 15 


■ Nato aircraft flew 439 sorties in. foe latest round of 
attacks and struck at 28 fixed targets. 

■ Over the first 15 days of the campaign jgo attacks have 
been conducted, over 80 of which were in foe past four days. 

■ On Tuesday, RAF Tornados attacked a military complex, 
dying from Germany, achieving direct hits against all targets. 

■ The British Army is operating 19 mobile kitchens in 
Macedonia, producing 10,000 portions every 12 hours. 

■ The UN’s World Food Programme appealed to donor 
nations fora further £15. lm, bringing the total cost of its aid 
operations in the region to £29m. 

■ The European Commission proposed yesterday that the 
15-nation European Union make available up to 250m euros 
i £l45.3ra) in aid to help ease the refugee crisis. 

■ Nato flew 35 aid flights to Macedonia and Albania, with 
iso tons of tents, a 100-bed hospital and 300,000 food rations. 
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:'r_: Exhausted refugees.who were too frail to join yesterday’s forced exodus, resting in an aid agency tent near the deserted camp at Biace 
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THERE WAS no sign of life. 
Hours eariier the refiigee camp 
at the village of Blace, on the 
Macedonian border with Koso- 
vo, had been a mass of terrified 
people, pushing and shoving in 
long queues waiting to be 
processed by immigration offi- 
cials. Now it was stOL The only 
movement was of pink plastic 
sheeting from the deserted 
makeshift shelters flapping in 
tee breeze, and a plume of 
.^xrty smoke spiralling from a 
pile of burning rubbish. 

There were no road-blocks, 
no armed Macedonian police 
checking documents and none 
of the tension that had gripped 
the air for thdpastweek. 

tfw . Maf’ptlnninng 

had deated the massive, 
sprawling refugee camp, which 
had grown up next to the bor- 
der post with the arrival of 
tens of thousands of desperate 
Kosovo Albanians. At its peak. 


the encampment had been 
home to at least 50,000 of these 
poor lost souls, but it was a sit- 
uation that could not be al- 
lowed to continue. 

When action came from the 
Macedonian authorities, it was 
swift and without consultation. 
On Monday night and Tuesday 
morning they flew up to 2,000 
refugees to Turkey tricking 
them on to the planes by telling 
them - those they told anything 
at aD- that theywere bound for 
Germany, where there is a 
large Albanian community. 
Then at 8pm on Tuesday and 
2am yesterday, they emptied 
this huge camp of tens of thou- 
sands erf people. 

' Armed police and soldiers 
marched around the camp, 
rousmg people from their filthy 
damp blankets and herding 
them on totbe buses that would 
take them to their unknown 
destination. “They did this re- 


ally rapidly. It was very calm," 
said Nicola Boyle, medical co- 
ordinator with the Interna- 
tional Medical Corps, one of the 
few who witnessed the evacu- 
ation. “People were just too ex- 
hausted to ask where they were 
going. They were like zombies. 
It was incredible. They left 
everything they had - all the 
sorts of things they would need 
a few hours later wherever 
they arrived. I have never seen 
anything like this before. It 
was worse than Goma [the 
refugee camp for 2 million 
Rwandans in Congo].” 

No (me who saw the camp at 
Blace when it was Ml doubted 
that it needed to be emptied as 
soon as possible. The tens of 
thousands forced into the ramp 
had only the most makeshift fa- 
cilities. It was amazing that the 
death toll -about 50- was not 
higher But it was the way the 
Macedonians emptied the 


The Refugees 

By Andrew Buncombe in Blace, Macedonia 


camp and the lack of consulta- 
tion that surrounded the move 
that is likely to upset outsiders. 

Walking around the remains 
of the camp's “shelters” - pa- 
thetic creations of twisted 
branches, plastic and card- 
board - it was obvious that 
people had been forced to leave 
in a hurry, taking very tittle with 
them. Clothes, blankets, dis- 
posable nappies, bags of food 
and bottles of water were scat- 
tered everywhere. Those who 
had been forced to flee Kosovo 
with almost nothing had now 
lost their coats, even tbeir shoes. 

Beside one shelter an um- 
brella stood upright in the 
ground. A little further on lay a 
bright orange pencil case. In- 
side was a set of unused 
coloured pencils while on the 


flap of the case, in a child’s writ- 
ing, there was a name: Vo- 
eronh Leutrimi. Elsewhere 
among the piles of rubbish and 
waste there was a bagful of 
schoolbooks. 

It was not just possessions 
that had been left behind at 
Blace. discarded in the forced 
rush. A short distance from the 
main camp, aid workers were 
trying to care for those people 
too old, sick or weak to travel. 

In a green canvas tent there 
were about 10 elderly people 
lying almost hidden under blan- 
kets. One old man was sitting 
bolt upright his hands shaking 


and his eyes fixed and unmov- 
ing Another was trying to eat 
meat from a tin with a knife, 
scraping up what be dropped 
from the filthy groundsheet 
Next to him lay an old woman, 
whining in misery as she waved 
her hands distractedly. “What 
do I have left?” asked Same 
Shala, 61, forced from her home 
in Pristina, and whose family 
had now disappears cL“Wh at is 
there for someone like me? 
There is no other destination for 
me than the grave." 

Azize Marina, 70, also from 
Pristina, said she was too weak 
to stand. She had arrived at the 
border with her son but now he 
had gone. “I would rather die 
than be here,” she said “In fact 
I am already dead. My son has 


gone - 1 am all alone here. My 
daughters have gone too and 
my 13-year-old grandson. He is 
blind and deal What has hap- 
pened to him I dare not think " 

What happened to all these 
thousands of people remains 
undear. Thousands were sent 
on long bus rides to Korce in Al- 
bania, where they were de- 
posited last night in a sports 
stadium. Others were taken to 
the dozen or so transit camps 
set up around the Macedonian 
capital, Skopje. 

At these camps, many of 
which were put up by British 
soldiers and other Nato troops, 
the refugees are provided with 
food, water: and shelter: before 
It is decided where they will go 
next One United Nations offi- 


cial said yesterday they were 
unable to account for at least 
30,000 of the people who, until 
the day before, had been at the 
Blace camp. Albanian officials 
said they thought thousands 
had disappeared into the ethnic 
Albanian areas of Macedonia. 

Some suspect the operation 
was co-ordinated with the Yu- 
goslav authorities. At the same 
time as the Macedonians 
moved into Blace, the Serbs 
deared the queue of refugees 
waiting to get into Albania, 
dosing the border post at Mori- 
ni and herding the thousands of 
refugees back into Kosovo. 

Yesterday that border post 
was as deserted as the one at 
Blace. The torment of Kosovo’s 
refugees continues. 


Nato to investigate reports 
of more ethnic cleansing 
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NATO IS investigating fresh re- 
ports of 49 alleged atrocities and 
three mass graves in Kosovo, 
the alliance’s spokesman 
. Jamie Shea said yesterday. 
j^Fifty villages have been 
“torched” since 3 April, Mr 
Shea said. He also suggested 
that Serb families were helping 
soldiers and special police to 
weed out ethnic Albanians by 
painting a Cyrillic “S” on their 
front doors - showing “Serbs 
live here”. 

Nato was also alarmed, he 
said, by reports that the Serbs 
were pushing back Kosovo 
refugees by closing borders to 
the south and tdting them to re- 
turn to their homes. He said the 
indications were that Presi- 
dent Milosevic might be trying 
to create a further internal hu- 
manitari an msas inside Khso- 
vo now that the international 
community was on the point of 
coming to terms with the ex- 


Humanitarian Crisis 


By Katherine Butler in Brussels 
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temal crisis. “We don’t have 
much evidence,” Mr Shea ad- 
mitted “but if it is true it would 
be very alarming indeed.” He 
added: “I hope the Serbian gov- 
ernment is not playing poker 
with people’s fives.” He said 
that refugees.who were turned 
back at .fee bonier would be 
forced back into ‘‘a wasteland” 
without-Water and' fpod and 



where homes and villages had 
already been looted. 

Some Nato diplomatic 
sources suggested that the 
Serb strategy might be the pre- 
cursor to moves towards a di- 
vided Kosovo - part of which 
would remain inside Yu- 


goslavia, part of which would 
become independent. “This 
might ex plain why he is ap- 
parently letting some of them 
stay,” said one source. 

Mr Shea said Nato was at- 
tempting to acquire corrobo- 
ration for 22 alleged atrocities 


and a further 27 alleged inci- 
dents. Three mass graves had 
been identified from refugee ac- 
counts at Drenica, Malisevo 
and the Pagarusha valley. 

"Every day brings in more 
evidence,” Mr Shea said, 
adding that there were also re- 
ports of Serb forces using Al- 
banian men as human shields 
in covering artillery attacks on 
KLA forces. 

The total number of dis- 
placed people since the conflict 
began in March 1998 has crept 
past 910,000. On Tuesday alone 
42,000 people crossed into 
neighbouring countries. Mr 
Shea said the international 
community was “rapidly getting 
a grip" on the refiigee situation 
and was on the way to “stabil- 
ising" Macedonia and Albania. 

The US Defense Secretary. 
William Cohen, in Brussels yes- 
terday accused the Serbs of 
perpetrating "one of the most 
brutal assaults on humanity we 
have seen since World War 
Two”. He repeated Washing- 
ton’s rejection of any settlement 
that rewards the Yugoslav 
President In response to re- 
ports that the Serb army was 
hunkering down and hiding its 
tanks, Mr Cohen said the Nato 
air campaign would become 
more aggressive. 
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Appeal raises £5m in 24 hours 


KOSOVO 

APPEAL 



A NATIONAL appeal to aid 
Kosovo refugees has raised 
more than £5m within 24 
hours of its official launch. 

Phone lines were jammed 
within seconds of two separate 
five-minute pleas for Kosovo 
Crisis Appeal, by the presen- 
ter JiHDabdo on BBC and the 
actress' Juliet Stevenson on 
ITV{ bn IViesday evening. 

The appeal is run by the 
Disasters Emergency Com- 
mittee, the co-ordinating botty 


of the 12 British chari ties in- 
volved in aid relief in Kosovo. 
The huge response came after 
harrowing media coverage of 
the crisis. A DEC spokes- 
woman said: “Everyone has 
been incredibly generous ” 
The Independent started the 
DEC appeal last week ahead 
of the official launch and read- 
ers have so far raised more 
than £150,000. Donations can 
be made to the appeal on 0870 
6060900 or 0990 222233. 



Send a cheque or postal order to - 

Independent 
Kosovo Appeal 

Disasters Emergency Committee 
PO Box 2710 
London WIN SAD 
Cheques payable to 

KOSOVO APPEAL 

Call 0990 22 22 33 to nuke j 
telephoned credit urd donation 
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US backing 


for ground 


troops rises 


AMERICAN OPINION 


By Mary Dejevsky in Washington 


IN FOLLOWING the new White 
House policy of almost daily ap- 
pearances by the President to 
defend the Nato operation in 
Kosovo, Bill Clinton used the 
start of an address on China 
yesterday to repeat what has 
become the official mantra on 
Kosovo: no concessions: not 
now and not later. 

Amid speculation about a 
US request to Russia to medi- 
ate and the imminent release 
of the captured US service- 
men, Mr Clinton said; “We are 
determined to stay united and 
to persist until we prevail” 

The truce proposed by the 
Yugoslav President was unac- 
ceptable: “It is not enough for 
Mr Milosevic to say his forces 
will cease fire la a Kosovo de- 
nied its freedom and devoid of 
its people ... He must withdraw 
his forces, let the refugees re- 
turn, permit the deployment of 
an international security force." 

As members of his immedi- 
ate team are criticised fortheir 
handling of the crisis - not a day 
goes by without some disclo- 
sure about errors by the de- 
partments of state or defence, 
or the military - Mr Clinton 


ploughs on and his efforts seem 
to be paying off. His ratings for 
handling the operation have im- 
proved and opinion has hard- 
ened substantially; against Mr 
Milosevic, for tbe mffitaiy action 
and for deployment of ground 
troops. 

A Wfafi Street Journal poll 
showed 64 per cent approving 
“US and Nato air strikes”. 
Asked if they would “Savour or 
oppose sending US and Nato 
soldiers into Serbia if the Serbs 
continue to drive people out of 
Kosovo", 53 per cent said they 
would approve. When the ques- 
tion was put more starkly - 
would they approve sending 
US and Nato soldiers into Ser- 
bia if that was “the only way to 
stop the fighting” - the pro- 
portion rises to 73 per cent in 
favour. This is an almost 30 per 
cent increase in Americans 
who would support deployment 
of US ground troops since air 
strikes began. It brings the US 
much more into line with Eu- 
ropean - at least North Euro- 
pean - opinion. 

A similar shift has been seen 
among opinion-formers - poli- 
cy advisers, academics, mitiiaiy 


experts and politicians. Deter- 
mination to “finish the job", if 
necessary with ground troops, 
has escalated from hesitant 
acceptance that this might be 
the only option into a crescen- 
do of support The upshot is that 
Mr Clinton, who yesterday con- 
tinued to insist through cabinet 
members that there were no 
plans to use grounds troops, 
could find himself contemplat- 
ing a policy U-turn by popular 
- and congressional - acclaim. 

If this happens, he will have 
to thank the disarray on the 
right Aside from a small group 
of conservatives, led by Pat 
Buchanan, who have said from 
the outset that no US interests 
are at stake in Kosovo, the ma- 
jority have twisted and turned 
through a series of misjudge- 
ments to the point where they 
are lined up, more or less, be- 
hind the toughest possible line 
on Slobodan Milosevic. 

Accustomed to European 
enthusiasm for militar y action 
la g gin g behind that of the US, 
their first miscall was to mis- 
read European opinion and the 
appeal for Europe of a “values- 
led” war “With leftist govern- 
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US Marines handing out food yesterday in a Nato-run refugee camp in Stenkovec, on the outskirts of Skopje, Macedonia 


ments recently elected in sev- 
eral European countries," one 
said this week, “I thought they 
would be just learning to 
march, but Fd no idea we would 
be marching so soon.” 

And from another conserv- 
ative; “It's surprising how solid- 
ly the Europeans have been in 
favour of this operation.” 


With the majority of Euro- 
peans and the White House in 
sync, the non-isolationist right 
splintered between those who 
harboured suspicions of any 
military action supported by Bill 
Clinton, the Vietnam War pro- 
tester. and those who thought 
this Vietnam protester too soft 
on Mr Milosevic. 


Then came the pictures of 
the refugees, and Senator Don 
Nicldes, a senior Republican 
who had reportedly said he 
would not support military ac- 
tion unto “the Serbs started 
massacring people”, was em- 
barrassed into saying he was 
quoted out of context It is said 
he would now vote for ground 


troops and take tbe vast ma- 
jority of Republicans into the 
lobby behind him. 

Even a recent call by William 

Odom, former head of the Na- 
tional Security Agency and re- 
spected military strategist to 
“Take Belgrade” does not faze 
them. “The only problem is 
that to save Kosovo we are po- 


sitioned to the south, whereas 
you would have to take Bel- 
grade from the north," was the 
one misgiving voiced by a group 
of right-wing defence experts 
this week. 

Much may have gone wrong 
in the Nato operation for Koso- 
vo but for Mr Clinton almost 
everything has gone right 


Cuban prison camp has McDonald’s and golf course 


INTENSIVE PREPARATIONS 
were being made yesterday for 
the arrival of up to 20,000 Koso- 
vars at the US Naval Base at 
Guantanamo Bay chi the south- 
eastern corner of the island of 
Cuba Tent cities were being set 
up, sanitation arranged and 
food ordered. 

If large numbers of dis- 
placed and destitute Kosovars 
found tbe prospect of an airlift 
unappealing, even to nearly 
Turkey, their feelings on being 


told that they were to be trans- 
ported to a US military base 
halfway across the world can 
only be imagined. Even some 
Americans were expressing 
misgivings on their behalf. 

Political misgiving- that the 
further the re&gees were from 
home, the less likely they were 
to return, and the more likely 
the Yugoslav President, Slobo- 
dan Milosevic, would succeed 
with his “ethnic cleansing” - 
were only the half of it And 


while a small number of Amer- 
icans said openly that the Unit- 
ed States was playing host to 
enough immig rants already 
without giving even temporary 
refuge to Kosovars, the more 
vocal majority objected to the 
very idea of Guantanamo Bay. 

Displaced people were being 
moved to a completely different 
time and dimate zone, into a 
base at the edge of an island as- 
sociated with one of the last 
Communist regimes - of the 


The Refuge 


By Mary DEJEVSKY in Washington 


sort they have just fled. The ter- 
ritory has been in US hands for 
the best part of the century: it 
was ceded to the US on an un- 
limited lease in 1903 after the 
Spanish -American war sod the 
US pays about $4,000 (£2.500) in 
rent to Cuba each year. 

Only 45sq miles in area, it is 
surrounded by high metal 


fences festooned in barbed 
wire, and resembles - in the 
words of one critic - a “low- 
security prison”. It does have a 
McDonald’s, a 9-hole golf 
course, a school shops and 
medical facilities. But it is still 
a confined and fortified place. 

The last time it provided 
refuge was four years ago. 


when it housed up to 50.000 
Haitians and Cubans. Most of 
the Haitians have returned 
home: the Cubans have mainly 
been resettled in the US. But 
the facilities have been either 
dismantled or fallen into dis- 
repair - hence this week’s 
frantic activity 

The accommodation will 
consist partly of pre-fob bar- 
racks. but mainly of tents. San- 
itation will be primitive. There 
will be no work, no fraternisa- 


tion outside the base (that is, 
after all Cuba). If Haitians and 
Cubans became bored and dis- 
orderly as the months passed, 
Kosovars used to living in Eu- 
rope - albeit in one of its poor- 
est areas - are likely to be 
even less content The head of 
the group co-ordinating the ef- 
fort Bruce Atwood of tie US 
Agency for International De- 
velopment says that he ex- 
pects the arrangement to be 
temporary, but such arrange- 


ments have a habit of lasting. 

For Cubans confined at 
G uantanam o, there was an in- 
centive to stick it out - as the 
first rite of initiation into their 
future in the US. The prime con- 
cern of most Kosovars, howev- 
er; is to return home. After 
initial relief at the safety and 
order likely to prevail at Guan- 
tanamo, they could find them- 
selves ichafing under .the 
re gulation and discipline Amer- 
ica requires of its charges. 


Choose a Cellnet mobile phone 
to suit you at The £7 shop. 



wM I 
& 



With no bills or contract 
to sign, you can get 
connected with one £10 
voucher every 90 days. 




3 # ® 


Perfect for younger 
people, tfs your call. 


-ft 


Calls between 
HJ’ phones now only 
5p per minute 


<ft ft 
l ft (ft ft 
{ ft ft ft 
; ft ft ft 


Keep in touch for as 
little as £20 a year with 
an easylife pre-pay 
phone. 


It’s perfect for infrequent 
users and emergencies. 


£ 69.99 


Up to 120 minutes talktime 
and 85 hours standby time 


£lO call voucher 
included?* 


Displays remaining call credit 
99 name and number memory 


Was £9939” 

Now 

£ 89,99 






Celfnet Line Advance 

digital mobile phone package 

£119 


Simply purchase an Ericsson 
GA628 (£439) or Nokia 5110 
(£1939) and take advantage of the 
Ceflnet Line Advance package. 



• First m tames - lowest rata tariff guaranteed 
■ BiiLnc) by the second 

• Use m over 7g countries wafttntie 


• Dqnai cat swurtty 
t MontfUy ing rental 


from t17jj0 theraaflar 


| CALLS FROM 

2 PER** 
MWTE 

IWfOlYOUSlGN 

up to earner 

FIRST 

Imnmumgmx 

I CHARGE 


unlimited off-peak calls 
to your two favourite 
fixed-line numbers*** 


in for prices you can trust 

For; your nearest store calL Free/Ottf 0800 400 004 




The^rshop 

communication experts 




•Your 01 siwp rtf receipt b required and Bn product must be complete and bued. Your statutory rights are not atfeetefl ?Yeu nut tmg back jtw BT shop reccm wttnm 
u flays vriui aetat of toe other retailer^ price. The other relator's price must be tor a new product wi m e du my available at hd price ai toe store, ms 0T shop refund «*cy apples u> at products 


except telephone Imes and assodatod services. All ltodemarks recognised Ceftwt u cans charged al 35o par omutE w s am ara cans wftrtn the IK. Cefciet easyiite cats charged at «9p per minino on 
■aandart calls HdJun the UK. PrenHue cib lor boto services jecharaad a: a rwher rate. *'£10 (rfcafl tone ondurWutto every u or BasyWeourcnased. sMotsle phone after has 
" “ 2 CeUnet Pronutaiai Line NSrZttZ KXk. an Etescn GA£23 or totaa 51 10 mot** [Taw. and ctrrecanj £ 


been extends! until 10/499. • tefcage avafebta to net* oaumere nictemg. .. 
a 1? month artraeagrBementftflfi Celnrty.taaslarfCalerpfiE af£17JG Off month 


flrtrfOeMaterWtW ttiBMBR Oder fit* 3LIE99L ••Off- 
Two tarns cfBfcrtifeattii 


and weekend caBs J/um 2p 
tntraesaaflmofetocfKW 
on pre-pay. Free eats to 
timer Celhel prorwAond Oflars are ratabts wflh 8 k offs 


A beautiful 
set of pearls for 
only £14.99. 





fornadi 


8 Serb 


1 


uivli 


L'i'V - '• 

mm 


m 


fgmv-;. 




mm- 




■ 




* 




1 ,^. ' 




w. 






BiiRun 





Braun Oral-B Plaque Removers are recommended by more UK dentists than alt nt 

brands combined. Available at Argos, Boots, Comet, Currys, Index, Supprdrim anri d ° her electrical 

y many fine retailers. 




Otter only TO O'C'l 1 rmytol bowl on j PWPol CJV Jl ,\hili? la . . 


(y \JS& : 







course 



Bfl0 





LS 





THE INDEPENDENT 

Thursday S April 1999 


WAR IN THE BALKANS 


Proud? No, 
but there’s 

defiance 
in the air 



NIGHTS Fall early in Belgrade 
and I am used to roy little room 
with its worn red carpet and 
ghastly oQ painting of a full- 
bosomed Sett) mother; her arm 
round a child whose ear is 
weirdly poking from the top of 
his head 

Now the government has 
ordered restaurants to dose by 
7pm, I squirrel myself a way by 
the old wooden shutters and 
read Anna Karenina for the 
second time, or watch Bel- 
grade television's interminable 
15-year-old serial about Vuk 
Karacijic, the Serb epic poet and 
language reformer; and the 
First Serbian Revolt In last 
night's episode, two of Vuk’s 
friends had their heads 
chopped off by the TUrks, while 
a priest called Hadziruvin was 
slowly garrotted under the ap- 
proving eye of the local vizier 
He took a minute to suffocate. 
After half an hour; you can see 
why Serb viewers might come 
to hate M uslims - Tolstoy has 
nothing on this. 

So some evenings, I just 
wander the Kneza Mihailova, 
the pedestrian precinct where 
the young - before the next 
ni gh t of bombing - make their 
idu rtifeti pod rtiku, their arm- 
in-arm walks past the 19th- 
century buildings, sandblasted 
into beauty 15 years ago when 
Belgrade thought it might be- 
come a tourist resort There are 
plenty of pseudo- 19th-century 
street lamps, though its doubt- 
ful - as the Rxmgk Guide to Yu- 
goslavia points out - if the 
capital of Serbia ever truly 
looked like this. 

It's an odd sensation walking 
down this street being British 
and speaking English in a city 
under nightly bombar dment 
fay Britain, and America. So I 
don’t speak 1 avoid Serbs who 
might askine for a light or wish 
to express their views on the 
vandalised British Council of- 
fices halfway down the street 
Instead, I wonder what they 
would think - especially the 
black-dressed skinheads with 
thefr tiger badges, who worship 
Vqjislav Seselj and his chums - 



Robert Fisk 

in Belgrade 


if they knew that the man in the 
tatty hruwn coat had a passport, 
which proclaims that “Her Bri- 
tannic Majesty’s Secretary of 
State requests and requires in 
the Name of Her Majesty all 
those whom it may concern to 
allow the bearer to pass freely 
without let or hindrance". 

When the air raid sirens 
whine, I don’t think the “let or 
hindrance" bit counts for very 
much. So I prowl the book- 
shops. There’s plenty oflvoAn- 
dric, and several books by 
Vlada Urosevic, the Skopje 
writer; and I spot a Serb trans- 
lation of my old friend Anna 
Karenina in a window foil of 
coffee-table volumes on Serb 
monasteries. Each of the latter 
has stuck to its cover the sym- 
bol of the black-and-white tar- 
get that is now worn fay half the 
Serbs of Belgrade. Nato is fry- 
ing to bomb every human being 
in the city, if you believe these 
badges. It is trying to bomb 
evoy monastery It hopes to de- 
stroy every bookshop in Kneza 
Mihailova, if you accept the 
message of the target banners 
taped to the sides of buildings. 

Some of the shopfronts have 
already been destroyed, though 
not by Nato. The American 
Cultural Centre has been 
smashed up. On the wall of the 
French embassy someone has 
written “Les Couchones ” - 
which doesn’t say much for 
the influence of the French 
Cultural Centre, also van- 
dalised, down the road. Zh the 
Air France office, someone has 
painted “Not PUssaran" behind 
the ticket desk Belgrade is 


now civil war Madrid, And the 
Serbs are all victims. Who will 
Nato bomb tonight? 

In the abandoned restau- 
rant of my hotel a table stands 
on the spot where a German 
bomb fell in 1941. “We didn’t 
defuse it- we left it buried here 
and wrote the date on a stone 
above it," the waiter eagerly 
tells me. How typical of the 
Serbs, I say to myself They 
don't destroy bombs; they cover 
them up. Outside, a Yugoslav 
soldier passes me, a bandage 
round his head, tiredness in his 
eyes, hunched under a kitbag. 

I have found a pretty little 
chemist’s shop in the Kneza Mi- 
hailova, and spotted a shirt I 
might buy later this week if I 
can persuade my translator to 
rin the talking Anri hav ing man- 

aged to avoid reading it so fei; 
I'm tempted to buy the English 
edition of David Owen's Bosn- 
ian memoirs, which I have spot- 
ted in the window of another 
bookshop. But what happens 
when the shop assistant asks 
my nationality? Or when the 
other shoppers take notice? 

I am being too hard. Most 
Serbs are kind to the novinar, 
the foreign journalist though 
they are convinced that editors 
change our reports or threaten 
to fire us if we don’t condemn 
Serbia. There’s a military press 
centre where polite colonels bid 
good morning to the citizens of 
Nato nations. I even have ac- 
creditation as a correspondent 
from Velika Britanija , with 
“War Press Card” printed be- 
side my name. In the foreign 
ministry, in restaurants, in in- 
terviews around Belgrade, I 
am treated not as an enemy but 
as a guest who has been mis- 
led by Nato propaganda. And 
the thought crosses my mind - 
how would a Seri) journalist be 
received in London if the Yu- 
goslav air force had just fired 
missiles at the Home Office? 

Ofcourse, we are not slaugh- 
tering the people of Kosovo - 
even if our behaviour in 18th- 
century Ireland had a lot in 
common with the MUP's ac- 
tivities in Serbia's southern 



A man searching the rubble of a house after a Nato missile hit the centre of Pristina yesterday 


province - and we don’t have 
the reputation that the Serbs 
acquired in Bosnia. When she 
heard the name “Srebrenica", 
my translator had no idea what 
it was; or where it was. She was 
not being dishonest Yes, there 
are those who know what is 
happening in Kosovo. “It is 
true, and I am truly sorry for 
this," a Serb friend said to me 
when I asked him about the 
“ethnic cleansing" of the Alba- 
nians. But he lowered his voice 
when he said that Some peo- 
ple know. Some people don’t 
want to know. Others cannot 
believe the truth. Others have 
never beard it 

I cross the road at the end of 
the Kneza Mihailova into Kale- 
megdan Park. Two old men 
are playing chess with massive 
wooden chess-pieces, watched 
by friends. Children are chas- 
ing each other in a dirty plas- 
tic “jungle" playroom near an 
empty fountain. A couple - she 
high cheekboned, he a little 
haughty tl cannot help but 
think of Anna Karenina and 


Vronsky) - walk past the stat- 
ue erected in honour of the 
French Army in the 1914-18 war 
“Shame” is written over a frieze 
depicting frozen-faced poUus, 
stone bayonets fixed back in the 
age of Verdun. 

Of course, this is not the First 
World War. Nor the Second. 
The Luftwaffe spent hours flat- 
tening square miles of Bel- 
grade and killing more than a 
thousand souls. Nato comes 
just before dawn, for just a few 
seconds, computerised and 
alien, gobbling up a barracks or 
an empty ministry or a bridge, 
even before the sirens pick up 
the incoming missiles. On the 
news the other evening, they 
showed a dip of videotape that 
caught the veiy split-second 


when a Yugoslav anti-aircraft 
shell hit a Tbmahawk over the 
suburbs of Belgrade, blasting it 
to pieces in the night sky and 
you could see how proud the 
Serbs felt 

They don't look proud on 
the Kneza Mihailova. But there 
is a kind of defiance in the way 
the couples walk through the 
park, the determination of the 
old men playing chess. At one 
end, the smell of freshly cut 
grass drifts around the old 
Austrian fort, but I can smell 
smoke too. the same oily breeze 
that has drifted over Belgrade 
since Nato bombed the thermal 
heating plant across the River 
Sava. Two tall men in white 
socks are walking back down 
the Ulica - perhaps because of 


the socks, I suspect they are 
plain-dothes cops -and I avoid 
the crowd reading the long po- 
litical tract on the pavement, 
another condemnation of 
“Nato-pact aggression". 

Yes, for the people here, that 
is what the war is; unprovoked, 
bestial, vicious- If Albanians 
are fleeing Kosovo - and how 
many of those coffee-table 
books show Seri> Kosovo 
monasteries on their covers? - 
they are not doing so because 
they are the victims of Serb 
atrocities, but because Nato is 
bombing them too. 

Not once - ever - does it 
occur to anyone that the Serbs 
might be driving the Albanians 
out of Kosovo. The Serbs are 
victims. Victims of Hitler. Vic- 


Goran TomasemcJReuters 


tims of the brutal Turks who 
sliced and garrotted their way 
through 18th-century Serbia. 
Victims of Nato. Does a society 
like this have to be recon- 
structed? Or does that democ- 
ratic seed planted in the great 
demonstrations two years ago 
live on beneath the ice? 

1 smell the grass again and 
look in the grey’ evening light 
across the Sava and the mirror 
of the Danube to the start of the 
great Vojvodina plain. What 
was it they used to sing two 
years ago. the tune they still 
hum sometimes in the Kneza 
Mihailova, and which I think of 
more and more as I wander 
about this dingy, stubborn, 
grimy city? “It is spring - but 
alas, I live in Serbia." 


Tornado pilots keep cool 

action hots up 



AIR OFFENSIVE 

By Kim SENGUPTA in Bruggen 


“IT'S MESMERISING, a -spec- 
tacular firework display like a 
Fburth of July or Fifth of No- 
vember celebration. You can 
seethem coming up and they 
burst all around you, under- 
neath you, behind you. There is 
intensity and colour; it’s quite 
a show, but it does concen- 
trate.your mind. ” 

These were the impressions 
which will remain for ever with 
an RAF pilot who faced anti- 
aircraft fire while leading a 
Tornado raid on Serbian posi- 
tions. The TbrnadoGRls based 
at RAF Brqggen in Germany 
had taken part in some of the 


Kosovo conflict On Tuesday 
night .they struck at the. Yu- 
goslav army headquarters in 
Kbsoiao, hitting barracks, fuel 
dumps and, it is believed, tanks 
and anrioured cars. In Nate's 
declared aim of the use of air 
power to bait Slobodan M3&- . 
seriCs ethnic deansing , this 
was one ofthe most important 
engagements in the war so far. 

Among the airmen at 
Bruggen there is no tri- 
lrniphalwOTi Themoodisonfiof 


reflection: they are bombing a 
European capital in a European 
waq just as sane of their fathers 
might have done in their time. 

So far, all the airaaft have re- 
turned home safety. But the ser- 
vicemen here know this is 

gping tnhp alon g haul, and ftiafr. 

the Serbs have been working 
with the Iraqi high command cai 
how to counter allied attacks. 
And as the missions involve low 
flying, planes could be shot 
down, as in the Gulf Wan 

“Yfes, I was surprised that we 
are taking part in this action so 
long after the fen of the Berlin 
Wall,” said the pilot, who served 
in the Gulf. 

' r We are surprised, just like 
the public. But in the militar y 
we learn to expect the unex- 
pected This is different from 
the Gulf In the Gul£ afto - serv- 
ing two namths you got one wel- 
come back home. Tb By from 
the home base, to have emo- 
tional reunions night after 
night, is quite a challenge.” 

Looking out of the window at 
a Twnado being prepared for 
another flight, the officer con- 
tinued: “There are two aspects 


of fear when you take part in a 
mission. There’s the fear of 
danger; which manifests itself 
in the run-up and the planning 
before you go. There is a grad- 
ual escalation, but once you are 
in the area of operation that 
vanishes totally. There is a job 
to be done, others are relying 
on you, you don't have the time 
for fear What you have then is 
a fear of failure." 

The pilot, who did not want 
to be identified, said: “Of course 

we have afl been affected by pic- 
tures of the refugees. We have 
afl got children and we have 
been touched And, frankly, it 
strengthened our resolve." 

While the servicemen and 
women are busy with the un- 
folding action it is a time of ap- 
prehension for their partners. 
Rosemary Blogg, who has two 
sons, Alex, nine, and Douglas, 
six, is married to a flight lieu- 
tenant 

She said “The atmosphere 
here wiD make people get clos- 
er I live next door to someone 
whose husband is flying at the 
moment, and it’s difficult to 
sleep. We feel anxious until we 


hear the door go at night and 
we know he’s safe." 

The German air force has 
also been flying missions Many 
are against anti-aircraft ar- 
tillery and missile launchers. 

In Bonn the German de- 
fence staff officer. Comman- 
der Axel Stephenson, said it 
was a natural progression for 
the Luftwaffe to take part in 
hostilities. “We have been 
based in Piacenza [northern 
Italy] in a support capacity and 
it is a logical step to use our 
weaponry. We shall just have to 
be professional about this." 

The Luftwaffe has taken part 
in 64 missions over Kosovo and 
Serbia, sometimes in support of 
other allied aircraft. The pilots 
mainly used their Harm (High 
Speed Anti Radiation Missiles; 
and have notched up one of the 
best strike rates. The Germans 
have also been flying in almost 
half of the supplies for the 
refugees. In one 24-hour period 
this week. 13 Luftwaffe relief 
planes flew to Skopje, the Mace- 
donian capital compared with 
eight from France, three from 
the UK and one front the US. 


TIMETABLE: DAY 1 5 


Wednesday 7 April 
1 2.95am Yugoslavia- doses 
the border point of JazFnce; 
and apparently starts 
sending back into Kosovo 
thousands of refugees. 

1 am Nato strikes a fuel 
storage facility near Pristina 
airport Garages and a 1 
warehouse at an oil refinery 
in Novi Sad are destroyed^ 
2am US calls for Belgrade to 


“release’' Kosovo Albanian 
leader Ibrahim Rugova. 

6am Macedonia has 
emptied border camps of 
Kosovo refugees overnight. 
10am Yugoslav minister 
Milan Boric says Nato air 
. strikes have driven 50.000 
from Kosovo into Serbia. 
11.50am UN secretary- 
general Kofi Annan hopes 
Yugoslavia’s ceasefire in 


Kosovo is first step to peace. 
1.10pm Over TOO fighter 
planes take off from Italy. 
130pm UN war crimes 
prosecutors call on Britain, 
the US and Nato to provide 
evidence of alleged war 
crimes In Kosovo. 

1.45pm KLA reports the 
discovery in Celin. central 
Kosovo, of 51 bodies of 
ethnic Albanians. 


3pm UN refugee agency 
says 35.000 Kosovo 
refugees who disappeared 
from Blace border between 
Yugoslavia and Macedonia 
are still unaccounted for. 
5.45pm Albania allows 
Nato to operate in the 
country, paving the way for 
the US Apache attack 
helicopters and 6.000 
troops. 
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ed high street 


By jason bennttto 
Crime Correspondent 

A 61 -YEAR-OLD unemployed 
man admitted in court yester- 
day that he was the elusive 
“Mardi Gra" bomber behind a 
three-year terror campaign 
aimed at extorting hundreds of 
thousands of pounds from high 
street banks and shops. 

Edgar Pearce, a self-styled 
property developer from 
Chiswick, west London, plead- 
ed guilty to 20 charges, includ- 
ing blackmail attempts on 
Barclays Bank and SainsburVs 
supermarket In alt he was re- 
sponsible for an estimated 36 at- 
tacks involving home-made 
bombs against randomly se- 
lected individuals and firms. 

He was finally captured bv a 
combination of brain power and 
manpower In one of the biggest 
surveillance operations ever 
mounted, up to 1,000 officers 
from Scotland Yard and the Na- 
tional Crime Squad kept watch 
for the blackmailer at hundreds 
of cash-point machines. 

Pearce got the idea for his 
extortion plot from a daytime 
television programme about 
Rodney Witchelo, a former po- 
liceman who tried to extort 
£4m from Heinz. Witchelo was 
jailed for 17 years in 1990 for 
spiking jars of baby food on su- 
permarket sheh’es with bleach 
and razor blades. Pearce copied 
one of Witchelo's ideas - de- 
manding cash cards with spe- 
cial PIN numbers that would 
allow him to withdraw £10.000 
a day for an unlimited period 
from automatic cash machines. 
He also obtained details from 
books and television pro- 



grammes on building explo- 
sive devices. 

He first struck in December 
1994, when packages wrapped 
neatly in Christmas paper were 
sent to six west London 
branches of Barclays Bank in 


video boxes which bore a 
Reservoir Dogs - style picture 
and the words, “Welcome to the 
Mardi Gra Experience”. Inside 
each was a simple trigger de- 
vice which automatically deto- 
nated a shotgun cartridge as 


the box was opened. The first 
two went off. causing slight 
bums to employees, but the oth- 
ers were defused. Barclays was 
targeted because several years 
earlier: Pearce and his wife had 
got into a dispute with the bank. 


Over the next 14 months, the 
bomber struck another 19 
times. Most devices were sent 
to addresses in London, di- 
rectly t* 1 the h ank, its officials 
or companies connected with 
them, or placed in telephone 


A police video Heft) of Edgar Pearce carrying a bag with a bomb; Joan Kane tcentre). who unwittingly carried a bomb on two busesin *** 

that Bred a shotgun cartridge when opened: a sticker released by police itop right): a message to the bomber placed by the Anti-Terrorist Squad, and a Mardi Gra calling cam 

trapped. On the evening of 28 
April last year, moments after 
he withdrew £250 at Whitton, 
near Twickenham in south- 
west London, he was arrested. 

Police saw Pearce - wearing 
a wig and beard - get into a red 
Vauxhall Senator; which was 
promptly hemmed in by un- 
marked police cars. The £250 
taken from the cash machine 
was seized. At 1 o’clock that 
night, armed police broke down 
the door of Pearce's home. 
They found two home-made 
pipe bombs, a pistol, 272 shot- 
gun cartridges, springs, nails, 
and video boxes. Disguises 
were also discovered 

Pearce pleaded guilty yes- 
terday to nine counts of black- 
mail, three offences involving 
explosives, one count of wound- 
ing, three assault and four 
firearms offences. He will be 
sentenced next week on a date 
to be decided 

His brother Ronald 67, was 
arrested with him. But yester- 
day the charges against the 
older Pearce were dropped. 
He was, however jailed for 12 
months, the length of time he 
has been in custody, after he 
pleaded guilty to the illegal 
possession of a stun gun. 

Detective Chief Superinten- 
dent Jeffrey Rees, who led the 
hunt for Mardi Gra, said last 
night “This was a callous, cal- 
culating individual who was 
wholly indifferent to the possi- 
bility the devices might cause 
death or serious injuries. It was 
a miracle no-one was killed” 
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boxes outside banks. The sec- 
ond phase involved targeting 
members of the public at ran- 
dom, selected from the phone 
directory'- while a third phase 
involved random businesses. 
Targets included a camera 
shop in Kent a form and a tax 
inspector in Cambridgeshire. 

Pearce drew on his back- 
ground in advertising to pro- 
duce a snappy “calling card”. 
The name “Mardi Gra” was 
chosen because in French it 
means “Fat Tuesday": his first 
wave of blackmail demands 
had been sent out on a Tuesday. 

Police were baffled about 
the motive until Barclays re- 
ceived a letter, signed “Mardine 
Graham”, demanding £10.000 a 
day for an unlimited period via 
cash cards. The bank was told 
to communicate through the 
small ads column in a national 
newspaper An early plan to hire 
the bomber into a trap foiled 
when Barclays said it was hav- 
ing trouble complying with his 
demands. Mardi Gra cut off 
communications and started a 
fresh wave of attacks using 
more sophisticated bombs. 

Pearce next turned his at- 
tention to Salisbury's, claiming 
he feared Barclays would start 
closing branches. The super- 
market had just lost its position 
as the market leader and was 
therefore “vulnerable". He 
struck at three branches in 
November 1997. Curtis Dennis 
suffered the worse injury, in an 
attack near Salisbury's store in 
Fbrest Hill, south London, in 


March. 1998. His thigh was in- 
jured and he had to give up his 
sporting ambitions. 

Detectives became increas- 
ingly frustrated with the lack of 
clues. The bomber went to ex- 
traordinary lengths to avoid 
detection: he used disguises 
and constantly varied his meth- 
ods of attack. 

There was a false alarm 
three weeks before he was 
caught, when armed police of- 
ficers arrested a man spotted 
placing boxes around a Salis- 
bury's store in west London He 
turned out to be a rat catcher. 

Pearce's downfall came after 
he arranged for a series of 
cash cards designed to look like 
a promotional gimmick to be 
given away with a magazine Al- 
though anyone could buy the 
cards, only the police and the 
blackmailer knew their real 
purpose. More than £20,000 
was paid into a secret account 
able to be accessed by the 
cards at several banks and 
building societies, with a daily 
withdrawal limit of £2,000. 

Cash points in the west and 
south London areas were fitted 
with surveillance cameras. 
Teams of plain-clothes officers 
from the Metropolitan Police 
and the newly formed Nation- 
al Crime Squad kept a 24-hour 
watch from hidden posts. 

The account was linked to a 
computer that sounded an 
alarm within seconds of Mardi 
Gra tapping in the PIN number. 

Pearce managed to pocket 
only £700 before he was 


Mardi Gra bombings 
plotted in greenhouse 


By Jason Bennetto 


ELDERLY AND balding. Edgar 
Pearce seems an unlikely look- 
ing master criminal. 

But in many ways Pearce, 6L 
fitted the stereotype of the de- 
ranged but intelligent recluse 
who spends years trying to 
beat the system and devise the 
perfect crime. 

He was motivated by money, 
obsession, a desire for notoriety 
and the satisfaction of outwit- 
ting Scotland Whirl’s finest while 
terrorising large sections of 
London. 

As always in these cases, the 
unmasking of Pearce as the 
man behind the Mardi Gra 
came as a shock to neighbours 
and relatives. 

Pearce was described as an 
unfriendly, reclusive man who 
drank heavily and quarrelled 
about the parking space in 
front of his home. He was nasty 
to children, had bizarre eating 
habits, but was considered “in- 
telligent and frustrated”. 

Unemployed, at one point he 
worked for his younger broth- 
er, Philip, who runs an adver- 
tising firm in south-east 
London, although the brothers 
have not seen each other for 
more than nine years. Later, he 
described himself as a property 
developer. 

Pearce's three-bedroomed 
house in Chiswick, west Lon- 
don, is split into three bedsits. 
He lived in the downstairs front 
room and rented out the three 
upstairs bedrooms. 

One lodger, Graham Hunt, 
described him as “well edu- 
cated and very knowledgeable 
about world events and the 
news". 

Mr Hunt said: “He drinks 



Edgar Pearce: Reclusive 


heavily. He has some strange 
habits. Every morning be gets 
up early, about six o’clock, and 
cooks a roast joint of beef or 
Iamb with roast potatoes and 


vegetables. It’s like a normal 
person's Sunday lunch, but he 
has it for breakfast with a glass 
or two of red wine." 

Much of Pearce's plotting 
took place in the greenhouse at 
the end of his garden where be 
would work until lam. 

Ten years ago. after 30 years 
of marriage, he separated from 
his wife, Maureen. 57, who lives 
in Welling, Kent. 

His daughter, Nicola, 26. re- 
fused to believe her father was 
the Mardi Gra bomber. “My dad 
shops at Sainsburys because he 
likes their food. He doesn't go 
there to bomb them," she said. 

“He's a gentle man,” she 
added, “He's not screwed up in 
the head at all." 


1st June. 
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Lead shot to be banned 
in wildfowl grounds 


Duck shooting at marshes in Norfolk, Wildfowlers will soon hove to use non-toxic shot Mark C atari Impact 


LEAD SHOT is to be banned 
from the shotgun cartridges of 
Britain's wildfowlers. the Gov- 
ernment is to announce today. 

When sbooting ducks and 
geese over the seashore, es- 
tuaries. lakes and other wet- 
lands. wildfowlers will have to 
use shotgun pellets of a dif- 
ferent non-toxic material - or 
risk a fine of up to £5.000. 

The ban is intended to end 
the lead poisoning of water 
birds, which ingest spent shot 
when taking in grit to aid di- 
gestion. and subsequently suf- 
fer a lingering and painful 
death. The action follows the 
successful ban on lead weights 
in angling in 1987, which has al- 
lowed mute swan populations 
to expand greatly. 

The ban should be in place 
in England in rime tor the new 


By Michael McCarthy’ 
Environment Correspondent 

wildfowling season on 1 Sep- 
tember. The timin g of the ban 
in Scotland and Wales will de- 
pend on the new Scottish and 
Welsh assemblies. A similar 
ban is to be introduced in 
Northern Ireland 

Michael Meachei; the Min- 
ister for the Environment, said 
the ban did not constitute a re- 
striction on shooting as a sport, 
to which the Government re- 
mained unopposed “The aim is 
to prevent the gratuitously 
painful and unnecessary 
deaths of birds," he said 
A typical 12-bore shotgun 
cartridge contains about 
250 pellets of lead weighing 
about 35g. It is thought that 
about 2,000 tons of shot are 



used by wildfowlers in Europe 
each season, much of which fells 
directly into wetland habitats. 

As birds suffering from lead 
poisoning tend to seek cover 
and die isolated deaths, there 
are no figures tor how many 


British waterfowl are lost each 
year. It has been estimated 
that 2 to 3 per cent of the Unit- 
ed States' autumn wildfowl 
population <1.6 to 2.4 million 
birds) dies each year from lead 
shot ingestion. According to 
the Wildfowl and Wetlands 
Trust levels of lead ingestion in 
northern Europe are similar. 

The ban wfl] affect the 16,000 
members of wildfowling clubs 
and up to 100,000 other shoot- 
ers who take ducks or geese 
occasionally. The British As- 
sociation for Shooting and Con- 
servation, the wildfowlers’ 
representative body, said yes- 
terday that it accepted the 
ban. although it would entail 
more expense for wildfowlers, 
with alternatives to lead shot 
cartridges costing up to four 
rimes as much. 
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GPs cleared 
to give latest 
birth Pill 
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family DOCTORS are to be al- 
lowed to prescribe newer 
brands of the P!£D after a policy 
U-turn by the Department of 
Health on advice that caused a 
scare over the contraceptives 
four years ago aid sent abortion 
levels soaring. 

In 1995, the Committee on 
Safety of Medicines (CSM) 
sparked a health scare by ad- 
vising GPs not to give out “third- 
generation" brands. But 
yesterday it effectively rescind- 
ed its own advice. The depart- 
ment said it wanted to reassure 
women that the PiD. was safe; but 
family-planning groups said the 
move proved the scare was a 
“disaster that never should have 
happened”. 

Abortion levels soared after 
the CSM said research showed 
that news' brands of the Pill in- 
creased the risk of blood dots. 
The third-generation drugs, 
which were taken by L5 million 
women, conta i ned gestodene or 
desogestel and included such 
names as Femodene, Mar- 
velon, Mercilan and MbmleL As 
women stopped taking the PHI, 
the number abortions rose by 
29,000, and has since failed to 
drop to pre-scare levels. 

Dr Jeremy Metiers, the gov- 
emmeat’sdeputy chief medical 
officer; declared yesterday that 
Hip mpreaspd ifangw trfdnHmg 
was extremely smal The risk 
of contracting venous throm- 
boembolic disease (VTE), 
which dots the blood in legs, 
stood at 25 cases per 100,000 


By Paul Waugh 
Political Correspondent 

women per year of use of third- 
generation contraceptives. 

However; to offer dear ad- 
vice to patients, all packets of 
these brands will now carry 
leaflets showing that the risk of 
dots is nearly twice as high as 
for older drugs. 

Dr Metiers also announced 
that he was sending new advice 
to all GPs to allow them to pre- 
scribe the newer dru^asafirst 
choice, as long as they discuss 
the risks with the patient first 
In 1995, the CSM recommend- 
ed that GPs sbould not prescribe 
these HDs for women at risk of 
VTE and should use them only 
in those who were intolerant of 
older brands and were pre- 
pared to accept the risk. 

“It is important to remember 
that the risk of thromboem- 
bolism is very small and that the 
Pill is a very effective form of 
contraception,” he said 

Dr Metiers dismissed sug- 
gestions that the advisers had 
made a grave mistake in 1995. 
“They gave the advice that 
they thought was right at the 
time," he said. “We are still talk- 
ing about tiny risks. Women 
should not think that this is any 
great risk, but they have & right 
to be aware of the data We 
would have been criticised if we 
had sat on the data" 

Asked if he regretted that the 
scare led to a surge in the 
abortion rate, Dr Metiers said; 


“Of course I regret unnecessary 
abortions. Any abortion and 
any unwanted pregnancy is a 
matter of regret” 

Professor Walter Spitzer; au- 
thor of one of the pieces of re- 
search that prompted the 
original warning and a subse- 
quent critic of the CSM for its 
“overreaction”, said: “Its three 
or four years overdue. I never 
saw the need to change the reg- 
ulations in the first place.” 
The British Pregnancy Ad- 
visory Service, Britain's biggest 
provider of abortion services, 
said it welcomed the return to 
first-line use of the brands. Its 
spokeswoman, Ann EUredi, said 
it had warned in 1995 that the 
advice given by the CSM was 
unnecessary and alar mist 
“It was a disaster that 
should never have happened. It 
caused a massive hike in the 
rate of unwanted pregnancies, 
ft undermined confidence in the 
PilL We still see women re- 
questing abortion who wrong- 
ly befi eve the Pin is dangerous." 

A spokeswoman for the 
British Medical Association 
said; “GPs were critical in 1995 
of the way this whole issue was 
handled and it was a night- 
mare, with increased abortions 
and unwanted pregnancies. We 
now seem to be getting back to 
a situation where doctors can 
prescribe the contraception 
that they feel is best for their pa- 
tients on the basis of their med- 
ical history and discussing it 
with women. . . we welcome it" 
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IN BRIEF 

Patient gets life for murder bid 

A PATIENT at Ashworth Hospital, Merseyside, who tried to 
strangle another man there was jailed for life yesterday. 
Paul Harrison, 31, admitted attempting to murder his feE 
low patient in a plot to get out of the hospital and into a 
jafi, Liverpool Crown Court was told. 

Students questioned on bombs 

TWO STUDENTS at an agricultural college have been ques- 
tioned about four home-made explosive devices found 
there last month, police said yesterday. The pupils, from 
Bicton agr icultural college in Devon, have beenbailed to 
report back to a police station next month. 

Solicitor struck off for theft 

A SOLICITOR was debarred from practisi n g by the Solicitors 
rKft/n pKruiiy Tribunal in London yesterday for stealing 
£200,000foom a client Terence Liggins, 54, of Warwickshire 
- the son of the former Law Society president Sir Terence 
Liggins- was convicted last May of the theft 

Joseph Rowntree Foundation 

IN REPOSTING onthe campaign for a separate parliament 
for Yorkshire, we incorrectly said that a £25,000 grant had 
been made by the Joseph Rowntree Foundation. In feet, 
this money has been pledged by the Joseph Rowntree 
Reform Trust, which is a completely separate 
organisation. We apologise for any confusion caused. 


Pencil is 
removed 
from lung 

A SCHOOLBOY is recovering in 
hospital after spending six 
weeks with a pencil embedded 
in his hmg - without realising. 

The pencil speared Roy 
Rowlandson’s rib cage when he 
fell over playing football at 
school But the 14-year-old from 
Liverpool did not realise what 
had happened because the pen- 
cil disappeared, leaving only a 
small cut and a bruise. 

Despite some pain, Roy 
thought nothing more was 
wrong until he found a lump 
under bis arm and a hospital 
CT scan revealed the truth. 

Four X-rays had foiled to 
hi g hli gh t the problem as nei- 
ther wood nor graphite can be 
picked up dearly. His mother 
Paula, said yesterday. “He 
must be the luckiest youngster 

in Britain. If he had fellen awk- 
wardly it could have killed him.” 
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High-living college in fees fiddle 
must repay £9m to government 


by Steve boccan 

A COLLEGE has been ordered 
to repay £9m in government 
fees after an investigation 
found it had made claims for in- 
eligible students, funded lavish 
trips abroad and covered per- 
sonal expenses on college 
credit cards. 

The inquiry into Halton Col- 
lege in Widnes. Cheshire, has 
sparked an unprecedented 
examination of 117 other fur- 
ther-education centres amid 
graving concerns over lax fi- 
nancial controls. 

The Further Education 
Rinding Council (FEFO and 
the National Audit Office (NAO) 
reports are due to be published 
next week. It is understood the 
council has examined claims 
that money was used to fund 
visits to Hong Kong, the United 
States, China and France by se- 
nior members of staff including 
the principal, Martin Jenkins, 
and hi s depu ty. Jenny Dolphin. 

The FEFC inquiry, details of 
which will be revealed on Chan- 
nel 4 News tonight, found that 
HaJtou College had claimed 
funding running into hundreds 
of thousands of pounds for 
teaching students over 16-week 
courses -but the actual tuition 
lasted just one hour. 

The college also lodged 
claims for teaching students 
who lived in Scotland - who are 
ineligible for grants in England 



Jenkins: College principal 
under suspension 

- by not submitting details of 
their addresses. 

More than 170 staff, about 
one-third of the total, will be 
made redundant to help the col- 
lege to repay the fees. 

Halton College expanded 
rapidly when, six years ago, fur- 
ther education establishments 
were taken out of local author- 
ity control and turned into free- 
standing corporations. It touted 
for training and education busi- 
ness among big companies all 
over the country. 

Clients included hotel 
chains, supermarkets and 
caterers, as well as ordinary 
students. Halton had already 
achieved notoriety when it in- 
troduced a National Vocational 
Qualification in shelf-stacking 
for Tesco. A former manager at 
the college, who did not wish to 


be identified, told Channel 4: 
“We had students up and down 
the country who had never 
seen tutors. Some students 
didn't even know they were on 
the teaching programme." 

The manager said he had 
taught students on a one-hour 
course, but the college claimed 
for teaching them over 16 
weeks. Asked whether the sys- 
tem of claiming fees was “fid- 
dled”, he replied: “It’s my view 
that we or the college did, yes. 
There's no other excuse for it. 
To daim 16 weeks for a one- 
hour course is not misunder- 
standing the rules.” For that 
indiscretion alone, the college 
has been ordered to repay the 
funding council £234.000. 

For a time, the college ap- 
peared to be awash with money. 
Mr Jenkins, who, with Mrs Dol- 
phin, is suspended pending a 
disciplinary inquiry, was draw- 
ing a salary of £116,000. Lec- 
turers attended “away days" at 
luxury hotels, such as the Mot- 
tram Hall Hotel in Prestbury, 
Cheshire, which is favoured by 
Manchester United and the 
England national side before 
important matches. Its facilities 
including a championship- 
standard golf course. 

The former college manager 
said: “It was well-known that 
our expenses were unlimited in 
the first two years. No one 
bothered, no one checked, so 
one was interested. We were 



Halton College in Cheshire claimed funding for ineligible students, and for 16 weeks of tuition for one-hour courses 


making that much money - we 
were a bit like drunken sailors 
in port.” 

The FEFC report is expect- 
ed to conclude that fees were 
claimed for “ineligible provi- 


sion” of courses to students; ex- 
penditure on credit cards “was 
not adequately controlled”: and 
there was a lack of controls over 
travel expenses. 

C>n taking trips abroad. 
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which were aimed at recruiting 
foreign students, the FEFC is 
expected to say: “The number, 
duration, expense and geo- 
graphical range jf trips taken 
is out of all propordon to any of 
the benefits the college claims 
to have derived from them.” 
After the investigation into 
Halton College began, the NAO 
sent out a questionnaire to 117 
other colleges to establish what 
sort of financial controls were 
in place. It is understood more 
than half did not specify who 
should authorise travel ex- 
penses fertile principal or vice- 
prindpal The NAO report is ex- 
pected to recommend tighter 
controls on college credit cards, 
provision far a “whistle-blowers’ 
charter” and advice to boards 


of governors on controlling the 
expenditure of principals. 

In a statement to Channel 4, 
authorised by Mrs Dolphin, Mr 
.T onkins said: “ I refute the 
allegations... Halton College 
was a pioneer in new forms of 
work-based training, and the 
FEFC’s funding methodology 
was not designed to incorporate 
such work,” he said. “We were 
open and transparent with the 
FEFC officers, who validated 
our claim after satisfying them- 
selves that it was valid.” 

John Bolton, the college's 
antin g principal, who was not 
present during the relevant 
period, agreed that the college 
benefited from the way it had 
interpreted the rules. 

“Fterhaps we claimed more 


than we should have done for 
some students, and perhaps 
wrongly added up the numbers 
of students in other areas. So, 
yes, the college did make some 
mistakes.” 

Asked about the huge 
amounts the college had over- 
claimed for courses, he replied: 
“Students are load-banded and 
you can Haim up to a certain 
level for each student And this 
college claime d at the maxi- 
mum rather than perhaps the 
mid-point 

“Perhaps claiming at the 
mid-point might have been 
more sensible and, when we 
went back through the book s 
and the records with the FEFC, 
quite dearly the college had 
overdaimed.” 


Teachers fight to 
keep long holiday 


By Ben Russell 
E ducation Correspondent 


TEACHERS VOWED yesterday 
to fight to protect their tradi- 
tional long summer holiday. 
The National Association of 
Schoolmasters Union of 
Women Teachers CNASUWT) 
said the six-week summer 
break was their “last perk” 
and threatened to boycott rad- 
ical plans being drawn up in 
some areas to introduce a five- 
term school year. 

Local authority leaders are 
developing proposals to re- 
vamp the centuries-old school 
year, familiar to generations of 
schoolchildren. East Sussex, 
Essex and Newham councils 
are canvassing parents and 
education workers on propos- 
als for a five-term year; and sim- 
ilar plans are being considered 
across London. 

Under the proposals, the 
traditional Christmas, spring 
and summer terras would be 
scrapped and replaced with 
five equal-length terms. Half- 
term holidays would be abol- 
ished and the current six-week 
summer break would be cut to 
four weeks. Nigel de Gruchy, 
genera] secretary of the 
NASITWT, told the annual con- 
ference in Eastbourne that 
staff might react by simply 



Nigel de Gruchy: Teachers 
need holiday perk* 

turning up for their traditional 
three-term year, if the reforms 
went ahead. 

“The last perk of the teach- 
ing profession is the long sum- 
mer holiday and they had 
better keep it," he said, “'teach- 
ers need it and the kids need it 
as much. It’s absolute non- 
sense to think that children will 
forget things during the sum- 
mer. If they cannot remember 
for five weeks, what is educa- 
tion worth? 

“It is only happening locally 
because they realise that if 
they came up-front with a 
straightforward proposal to 
shorten teachers' holidays, they 
would be faced with revolt” 
Critics of the traditional year 
argue that it is based largely on 


the needs of harvest-time, and 
say children lose out because 
of the lengthy annual gap in 
their schooling. Graham Lane, 
education chairman of the 
Local Government Associa- 
tion, said there was no evi- 
dence that a long summer 
break benefited either pupils or 
their teachers. 

He said: “The idea that you 
need six weeks of summer hol- 
iday to recover is interesting 
when you compare it with every 
other job in the country. There 
is no evidence they need a long 
summer holiday - if holidays 
were more spread out teach- 
ers would have less stress. We 
have to consider what is best for 
the children.” 

Delegates unanimously 
backed a motion calling on 
teachers to oppose any change 
to the school year They also at- 
tacked any move to extend the 
length of the working year The 
conference was told changes to 
holiday patterns would play 
havoc with families' plans and 
require a wholesale rethink of 
teaching. 

Ian Draper of the union's na- 
tional executive, said: “Much of 
the work we do in schools is de- 
vised around a three-term year 
or six half-term blocks. This is 
going to drive a coach and 
horses through it” 


Scottish fossil lizard maj 
be the first land-dweller 


A SMALL lizard-like animal 
whose fossilised remains have 
been found in an ancient Scot- 
tish lake bed may have been 
one of the first creatures to live 
on dry land, scientists report- 
ed yesterday. 

The 15cm specimen, named 
Casineria kiddi, dates back 
almost 340 million years to a 
dark age of animal evolution 
about which little is known. 

All life on Earth can be 
traced back to the sea. Crea- 
tures with limbs and digits had 
evolved from fish by the end of 
the Devonian period 365 million 
years ago. But little is known 
about the time between this 
event and the appearance of 
fully terrestrial animals in the 


By John von Radowit z 

late Carboniferous period, 
about 335 million years ago. 

But the fossil, found in a rock 
formation called the Cheese 
Bay Shrimp Bed, near Edin- 
burgh. provides a due to what 
was happening during those 30 
million years. 

The creature's remains con- 
sist of a number of fossilised 
skeletal fragments, but the 
skull is missing. Its most im- 
portant feature is a five-digit 

limb - the earliest known in the 

fossil record. 

This marks out C. kiddi as 
a land-dweller placing it clos- 
er to amniotes (modern rep- 
tiles, mammals and birds] than 


to aquatic am phibian 
covery suggests that 
date back a long way 
of rapid evolution ea 
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Subject to availability. Some models in limited supply. Savings based on January 4th 1999 on the road prices as follows. +Fiesta 1-25 3 door Zetec 
was £9,550; Fiesta 1.25 3 door LX was £10,050; Fiesta 1.25 5 door Ghia was £12,050. 12 months free insurance and 0% APR finance (minimum 50% 
deposit), subject to conditions. Finance and insurance subject to status. Guarantees /indemnities may be required. Written quotations available on 
request. Freepost FCE Bank PLC. The vehicle shown is a Fiesta Zetec 3 door with optional metallic paint. On the road April Sale price £8,850. 
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Lawrences clash 
over TV interview 




ITV IS to go ahead with an in- 
terview with the suspects in the 
murder of the black teenager 
Stephen Lawrence, despite a 
last-minute clash with the 
Lawrence family’s lawyer over 
the programme's content 
Neville and Doreen Law- 
rence have won the right to 
watch the programme today be- 
fore it is aired at 10 o’clock 
tonight, but ITV insiders say the 
programme will go ahead what- 
ever their reaction. 

Granada Television, which is 
making the current affairs 
show Tonight, which features 
the interviews, is keeping the 
contents of the programme 
under wraps to try to minimis e, 
protests and head off any legal 
moves to stop the broadcasL 
The broadcaster was still 
editing the interviews late last 
night after spending the day in 
negotiations with the family’s 
lawyer Imran Khan. So sensi- 


BY PAUL MCCANN 
Media Editor 

tive is Granada about the pro- 
gramme that it produced a re- 
placement documentary in case 
it had to pull the programme. 

The suspects from Eltham, 
south-east London - Gary Dob- 
son, Luke Knight, David Norris 
and Neil and Jamie Acourt - 
were interviewed separately 
by Martin Bashir, the former 
BBC journalist who uater- 
viewed Diana, Princess of 
Wales for Panorama. 

Jeff Anderson, the editor of 
Tonight, said yesterday: The 
programme includes signifi- 
cant new material which may 
open new avenues of inquiry for 
the police. However we are con- 
fident it will not prejudice any 
possible future prosecution of 
the five suspects. 

The programme is a rigor- 
ous and detailed interrogation 



Neville Lawrence: Angry 
his views not considered 

of the five suspects and in no 
way provides them with a plat- 
form. No areas of questioning 
were off limits and no payment 
was asked for or made.” 

Mr Bashir had been in con- 
tact with the suspects for 
months to secure an interview 
and the Lawrences are upset 


because they believe they were 
told that their views would be 
taken into consideration be- 
fore a decision was made to 
screen the programme. 

Mr and Mrs Lawrence are 
known to be angry that the sus- 
pects chose not to give evidence 
at the inquest into Stephen's 
death or at the private prose- 
cution brought by the family, but 
will now be able to deny any 
part in the murder without 
legal cross-examination. 

Granada said its questioning 
of the five was ‘meticulous and 
exhaustive". The men were in- 
terviewed secretly in London 
last month. 

The Metropolitan Police 
began legal proceedings under 
the Police and Criminal Evi- 
dence Act last week to try to 
gain access to the hours of video 
tape produced, but agreed to 
wait until the programme is 
screened before taking action 
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A 1926 Rolls-Royce Doctor s dropbead coupe arrmng for au^on at Sotheby ,s Billingsh^^esroom 
vesterdav in time for tomorrow's sale, where it is expected to fetch up to £20,000 Andrew Hasson 



www.homebase.co.uk monday-thursday 8am -spm - Friday 8AM-9PM - Saturday 8am-bpm - Sunday ioam-4pmj 

It you should find a lower price anywhere else within 14 day? dn a product equivalent to a Pnw Tr* -k product, we ll refund the difference. Price Track products are highlighted inwore. This will not alfect your statutory rights. Merchanthse subject to avaflabHfey. Prices 
marked include discount. Products and offers may wary In Northern Ireland and Eire. tStores m Scotland open Sunday 9am-6pm. certain other stores open Uam-5pm. Openmg tim« may vary. Please call 0M5 801 800 during office hours for details of your nearest store. 

iBliQi not included -Does no! include taps. Consists of bath, pedestal, basin, cistern aotj Bdn . 



Mobiles ‘speed 
reaction time’ 


THE WORLD’S first study into 
the effects of mobile phones on 
the human brain has cleared 
them of causing memory loss. 

Researchers from the Uni- 
versity of Bristol found that 
using mobile phones may ac- 
tually improve a person’s men- 
tal performance, as revealed by 
The Independent last month. 

The findings will be greeted 
with relief by Britain's 10 mil- 
lion mobile phone users, who 
have been subjected to a series 
of scare stories based on mls- 
reporting of the Bristol stuefy. 

In a series of experiments on 
a panel of 36 volunteers, the sci- 
entists attempted to mimi c* the 
effects of being exposed to the 
microwave radiation emitted 
from mobOe phones during a 30- 
minute conversation. 

Alan Preece, the leader of 
the research team from the uni- 


By Steve Connor 
Science Editor 

versity and the Bristol Royal In- 
firmary said: TTiere appears to 
be no effect on short-term 
memory or attention for short 
exposures to the microwave ef- 
fects of mobile phones. But 
there was one noticeable pfftyifr 
the subjects reacted faster in 
one test involving a visual 
choice after the transmissions.'’ 

The researchers, reporting 
in the International Journal of 
Radiation Biology, said the 
unproved reaction time may be 
due to microwaves influencing 
the brain’s temperature. 

Dr Preece said he did not 
*rish to speculate about the 
risks to health from mobile 
phones. He said it is for other 
experts, such as neurologists, 
to -make such assessments. 
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Asians build fortunes in hi-tech and TV 
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By Kathy Marks 


ASIAN ENTREPRENEURS are 
abandoning the corner shops 
and clothing factories on which 
previous generations founded 
their business empires and are 
seeking their fortunes instead 
in computing, finance and the 
media, according to a survey 
published yesterday 

The list of Britain's 200 rich' 
est Asians, produced byEastem 
Eye, a weekly London-based 
newspaper; provides a snapshot 
of how die country’s most suc- 
cessful immigrant community 
is evolving. 

The list, compiled annualty 
for the past three years, shows 
that while British Asians are 
still making money in tradi- 
tional sectors such as food, 
fashion and retailing, they are 
increasingly moving into more 
modem, dynamic industries. 

The wealthiest 200 busi- 
nessmen and women are worth 
a total of £7.5bn, up from gfihn 
last yean At the top of the tree 
are the Hmduja brothers, Sric- 
hand, 63, and Gopi, 59, whose fi- 
nance, telecommunications 
and oil empire is valued at 
£1.3bn. The Hindujas, whose 
offer to underwrite the Spirit 
Zone in the Mille nnium Dome 
caused a political storm last 
year; have supplanted Lakshmi 
Mittal, 48, the Bombay steel 
magnate who was number one 
in the league table last yean 

Mr Mittal, whose value has 
dropped from £2bn to EL.2bn 
thanks to a slump in the share 
price of his company, Ispat In- 
ternational, is one of the big 
losers this yean 

The list features a lottery 
winner, three peers - Lord 
Paul, the metals tycoon. Lord 
Bagri, chairman of the London 
Metal Exchange, and Lord Alii, 
co-owner of the television com- 
pany Planet 24 - and, for the 
first time, the author Salman 
Rushdie. Mr Rushdie’s per- 
sonal fortune is estimated at 
£5m and, as his agent, Andrew 
Wylie, pointed oat recently he 
has not had much opportunity 
to spend it, because of the 
fatwa imposed against him for 
nearly a decade. 

Other new faces include 
Iqbal Ahmed, 42, whose shrimp 
processing company Seamark, 
is valued at £60m, Nissim 
Musty, 71, whose family owns 
£35m of shares in Wrengate, a 


Britain’s richest Asian business People 



1 Srichand (pictured) and Gopi 
Hlnduja: £1 .3bn The brothers head a 
Family firm with interests in banking and 
oil. They have offered to underwrite the 
Spirit Zone in the Millennium Dome. 
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2 Lakshmi Mittal: £1.2bn 

Owner of one of the world’s biggest 
steel companies, he lives in Hampstead, 
north London, where he is said to 
entertain in style. 


3 Subhash Chandra;' £4 50m 

Mr Chandra. 48. made his Fortune selling 
rice to the Russians. He owns Zee TV 
and is behind India's first Disney-style 
entertainment park. 


4 Lord Paul: £325m 

Formerly Swraj Paul, he sits on the 
Labour benches in the House of Lords. 
Built up his steel empire. Caparo, after 
coming to Britain 33 years ago. 




5 Felix Grovit: £300m 
Mr Grovit, 56. made his fortune through 
the Chequepoint chain of bureaux de 
change. Born in India as Fareed Ismail, he 
left the Bar to move into property. 




6= Jasmfnder Singh: £2 OOm 
Mr Singh. 47, owns Edwardian Hotels, 
one of the country's biggest independent 
hotel groups. He came to London from 
Nairobi in 1 970. 




6= Tom Singh: £200m 

Mr Singh, 49. floated his fashion retail 
chain New Look on the stock market last 
year. His family emigrated to Weymouth 
from India in the lace 1 940s. 


8 Manubhai Madhvanf: £15Gm 

One of four brothers running business 
empire in Uganda till expelled in 1972. 
Their interests include breweries, sugar 
refineries and tea plantations. 


9= Gulu Lafvani: £120m 

Came to Britain as a student. In 1 960, he 
and his brother. Parcrap, set up Binatone. 
a consumer electrics business, importing 
cheap radios from Hong Kong. 
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9= Sir Anwar Fervez: £1 20m 

Sir Anwar. 64. a farmer’s son from 
Rawalpindi, left bus conducting in Brad- 
ford to found Bestway. the UK's second 
biggest cash and carry operation. 


Manchester textiles importer, 
and Mohammed Sheikh, 62, a 
director of the Bestway cash- 
and-carry group, with £26m of 
shares. 

Youthful entrants account 
for the growing visibility of 
British Asians in the hi-tech in- 
dustries. At 85, for instance, is 
Ajaz Ahmed, a 25-year- old ty- 
coon who launched an Internet 
consultancy AKQA New Media, 
in 1993 after dropping out rf uni- 
versity and is now worth £l4m. 

The highest climber from 
last year is 38-year-old James 
Caan, a recruitment consul- 
tant whose fortune is valued at 
£61m, up from £3.4m last year. 

The most high-profile casu- 


alty is Reuben Singh, the flam- 
boyant founder of the Miss At- 
titude fashion chain. 

Last year he was valued at 
£45m. This year he does not fea- 
ture at all, thanks to doubts 
about the sum for which he sold 
the business. 

Charan Sohal, founder of 
Orbit International, a fashion 
firm based in Bir mingham , 
said yesterday: “The Asian phi- 
losophy is to work for the next 
generation. We [the elders] 
have laid down the foundation 
and it is up to our ambitious 
sons to build the skyscraper for 
the next generation.” 

Sukhdev Sandhii, 
Review, page 5 


Mother gives part 
of liver to save son 


By cherry Norton 
H ealth Correspondent 

A MOTHER has saved the fife of 
her baby son by donating part 
of her liver in a unique trans- 
plant operation. 

JUI and David Bettelley were 
told that Luke, aged 18 months, 
had only 48 hours to live be- 
cause a suitable donor could not 
be found. Mrs Bettelley, 32, 
asked surgeons to allow her to 
donate part of her liver 

The operation, which was 
successful, has made medical 
histoiyin Britain - it is the first 
time surgeons have used a live 
donor for a transplant patient 
with acute liver failure and 
saved someone’s life. Other 
live donor transplants are car- 
ried out but they are done with 
two or three weeks’ preparation 
on people with chronic fiver 
problems, not those who only 
have hours to five. 

“Now we know we can do 
this sort of operation, we should 



Jill Bettelley: Mother and 
baby Lake are doing well 

be able to save 15 to 20 lives a 
year” said a spokesman for 
King’s College hospital in Lon- 
don, where the operation was 
carried out five weeks ago. 
Mother and baby are doing 
welL 

“We expect to keep Luke in 
hospital for another two or 
three weeks for observation. TOs 
are very pleased with his 


progress. He is making a good 
recovery." 

Mrs Bettelley, from Wor- 
thing, West Sussex, was said to 
be tired but recovering “1 could 
have died on the operating 
table but that didn't even come 
into it My only concern was for 
Luke and what I could do for 
him," she said 

Adult donors can give up to 
half of their liver and survive as 
the liver regenerates itself over 
time. It is believed that Luke 
was given one-eighth of his 
mother’s liver. 

Mohammed Rela. the con- 
sultant surgeon who carried out 
the operation, said: “In the ab- 
sence of a suitable donor, Luke 
would have certainty died. Jill 
and David have been marvel- 
lous throughout and were very 
brave and positive, which 
helped us do our job welL” 

Luke was brought into 
King’s College hospital on 28 
February and operated on five 
days later. 


Ford Galaxy is voted 
least satisfying car 


THE FORD Galaxy is the least BY Philip THORNTON 
satisfying car to own, according Transport Correspondent 
to an authoritative surrey dri- 
vers published yesterday. The point improvement from pre- 
people carrier; at onetime the vious years, with Rover and 
must-have, vehicle for New Ebrd also below the indushyav- 
Labour families, came bottom erage. While Subaru scored 
out of 114 in a survey of 25,000 158 points, Jaguar 154 and 
viewers of the BBC’s motoring SfeDdal52,VauxhaUgotonty88. 
programme Ibp Gear. The poll of viewers, who are 

Cars were evaluated 36 cfif- owners and drivers of 
fe re n l w a y s, covering fields such P-registered cars, found new 
as vehicle performance, ser-' cars are getting more reliable 


vice costs and customer care. 
Ftord Galaxy owners reported 
high problem levels and dealers 
received low ratings for their 
ability to fix them quickly. 

The Subaru Impreza topped 
the table and its sister model, 
the Legacy, came second. Sub- 
aru was also voted the best car 
maker; fra 1 the second year run- 
ning, followed by Jaguar Vaux- 
hall was bottom of the table of 
car makers, despite a nine- 


and satisfying to drive. As many 
as 26 of the 32 car companies 
surveyed showed a year-on- 
year improvement 

Kevin Blick. editor of Tbp 
Gear magazine, said: “Let’s 
not get complacent - the com- 
panies at toe bottom of the sur- 
vey still have cars which are 
well below par and leave a lit- 
tle room for improvement" 
Dave Sargent, of JD Power 
which carried out toe poD, said- 


‘There is no doubt that new car 
quality is getting bettor, with 
much of toe credit due to cus- 
tomers' ever-increasing de- 
mands on the manufa cturers.** 

V&uxhaU said that although 
the company had recorded an 
improvement it had remained 
at the bottom of toe table be- 
cause all manufacturers im- 
proved at toe same rate. A 
spokesman said the table was 
distorted by people's expecta- 
tions. Tropic who have chosen 
a Skoda will be more tolerant 
of its faults,” he said. 

A spokesman for Ford said 
its research of 200,000 cus- 
tomers found much high satis- 
faction levels. He said 12.233 
people bought a Galaxy last 
year, which was twice toe mar- 
ket share of its nearest rivaL 
“We believe this indicates con- 
fidence in the Ford Galaxy 
package," he said. 
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The Time Machine 400-3D+ PC 
package comes complete with 
powerful PC with PC-TV system 
and Videophone camera, printer, 
scanner, office software suite and 
much more for just E1049+VAT 

Buy the EXEC model now and 
pay nothing until March 2000, 
with our No Deposit, Interest 
Free Option! 

400-3d DVD 

Time Machine + PC System 

• 400MHz AMD K&2 3D processor 

• 3D NOW! Technology • 128Mb SDRAM 
- 13 Gb Hard disk • 8Mb ATI 3D AGPx2 
Graphics ■ 4x DVD-ROM Dnve * 3D PCI 
Wavetable sound • 15" digital colour screen 

• 512K cache • 56K PCI voice/fax/data modem 

• PC-TV system • VideoPhone camera • Windows 

S8, Keyboard, Mouse, 7.44Mb floppy dnve, Vfcfeo trsner. 
Recovery disk. ArtiWus and backup CDs included 

• Year 2000 compliant. 

450-3d Model 

As above but with faster 45GMHz AMD processor 
and executive subwoofer audio sysem. Exdudes 
VideoPhone and camera El 149+ VAT 
= £1390.03 total price. fe 




est PC Retailer 









umm 


SMS 


AST £400 


i ’ NT f * 




EXEC Models; Include 5 top games, joystick, 
gamepad, microphone, and 13 extra CD titles tor 
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Epson Stylus 440, dual 
cartridge colour inkjet 
printer (RRP £119). 
Cbotce at printer 
cables at para cost 







Scanner 
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Advanced M 
colour scanner r 
also works as 

a photocopier and 
fax machine [RRP£n9j 






6 Extra Items 


■ IBM Speech software • 7 Lotus business packs 
• 7 home titles • 7 educational titles • Modem 
Internet Pack • Famly+ Pack 

Two Special Finance Options 

1. Pay Nothing Until March 2000 

12 Months Interest Free Option on Exec models only 
add Typcal Finance Ewmfte 
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Banana war: Last-minute deal could lift threat on luxury goods sector 

tts wins the ri£ht to 


by Andrew Grice 
Political Editor 

THE TRADE war between the 
United States and Europe over 
banana imports deepened yes- 
terday after Washington was 
given the go-ahead to impose 
punitive tariffs on £120m of 
European exports. 

As both America and the 
European Union claimed a par- 
tial victory, the Scottish-based 
cashmere industry was anx- 
iously waiting to discover 
whether it would feature on a 
new “hit list" being drawn up in 
Washington. It warned that 
1 , 000 jobs in the industry were 
at risk. 

The World Trade Organisa- 
tion <WTOi gave the US per- 
mission yesterday to impose 
100 per cent tariffs on goods 
from Europe. It backed Wash- 
ington's claims that EU rules, 
which took effect in January, 
failed to comply with earlier 
WTO decisions on banana 
imports. 

The US, which wants more 
access to the European ba- 
nana market has long argued 
that EU tariffs favour former 
European colonies in the 
Caribbean over Latin American 
producers, and European dis- 
tributors over US companies. 

But London and Brussels 
dismissed America's claims of 
a “major victory”, pointing out 
that the WTO had scaled down 
significantly Washington’s 
demand for sanctions on goods 
worth £314m. 

Sir Leon Brittan, the EU 
vice-president and trade com- 
missioner. insisted the WTO's 
decision to give the US less than 
half of what it wanted 
amounted to “a pretty stunning 
rebuke". 

He said the organisation had 
ruled that America had 
^jumped the gun and taken 
the law into its own hands” by 
imposing conditional duties last 
month. Its retaliation •‘has been 
and remains largely illegal", he 
said. 

Sir Leon said the EU would 
abide by the rules but would 
first consider an appeal against 
the WTO’s decision. The ruling 
would allow the high tariffs to 
be imposed retrospectively 
from 3 March. 

Despite the latest war of 
words, the two sides may yet 


seek a last-minute compro- 
mise that could persuade the 
US to scrap the sanctions. Both 
the British government and 
the US embassy in London 
raised the prospect of talks 
aimed at limiting the dispute to 
bananas, lifting the threat to 
other products. 

Brian Wilson, a Trade min- 
ister, said: “This has got noth- 
ing to do with cashmere, 
nothing to do with all these 
other industries, but purely has 
to do with bananas . . . The prin- 
ciple is that of course they 
shouldn't be taking action 
against any unrelated industries 
arni that this thing should be set- 
tled within the relevant sector." 

Peter Chase, economic 
counsellor at the US embassy 
in London, said: “We have 
passed one step in this process 
and hopefully it will galvanise 
the negotiations that are 
needed to solve this problem. 
But if the EU regime remains 
illegal and if the problem isn't 
resolved then we would be au- 
thorised to take action against 
other imports from the EU." 

The White House insisted it 
was satisfied by the compen- 
sation it had won. which is the 
biggest trade sanction auth- 
orised by the WTO. 

The final list of European 
goods subject to tariffs would be 
published in a few days, said US 
officials. They would be select- 
ed from the original list, which 
ranged from Scottish cashmere 
sweaters and Italian cheese to 
French handbags and German 
coffee makers. 

Peter Scher. America's 
senior negotiator on agriculture 
matters, warned that products 
would be chosen in an effort to 
exert maximum political pres- 
sure on EU politicians to 
change their policy on banana 
tariffs. 

Jim Thompson of the Haw- 
ick Cashmere Company said 
the sanctions would cause se- 
vere problems for his industry 
in Scotland. “It will have cata- 
strophic effects - if this actuary 
goes through we are looking at 
most definitely a thousand jobs 
in the Borders ” he told BBC 
Radio Scotland. 

The cashmere industry is re- 
ceiving government aid to com- 
pensate for losses caused by the 
US sanctions, but the subsidy 
ends next week. 




* v > 




The British candle industry could take years to rebuild its exports Geraint Lewis 


Scots exporters hope 
to escape heavy duty 


Trade war damage 


BRITISH OFFICIALS hope that 
sanctions against Scottish ex- 
ports of cashmere sweaters 
will be dropped after the Unit- 
ed States won its argument in 
the banana trade war. 

A panel of experts at the 
World Ttade Organisation has 
ruled that the European Union 
was wrong to limit imports for 
bananas. But it also said that 
the damage to the US had been 
less than Washington had 
claimed, meaning that it must 
cut its list of sanctions. 

The US welcomed warmly 
the WTO dedsioa in a case that 
has dragged on for nearly a 
decade. Europe gives some 
preferences to imported ba- 
nanas from former colonial ter- 
ritories, and US companies 
that export the fruit from other 
countries claim they have been 
penalised as a result. But the 
experts said the US could im- 
pose sanctions of only $191 .4m 
(£120m> in retaliation. The US 
.drew up a list of products to- 
talling $52 Dm i£325m.>. and has 
begun asking importers for 


By Andrew Marshall 
in Washington 

bonds to cover the punitive 
tariffs it has applied. 

Among the products select- 
ed were cashmere sweaters 
from Scotland, chosen because 
of the potential impact on the 
Scottish elections. British offi- 
cials hope the sweaters will not 
be among the products to be hit 
with sanctions, which will be an- 
nounced in the next few days. 
The issue has been the subject 
of intense lobbying by ministers. 

“This thing should be settled 
within the relevant sector, 
which has nothing to do with 
cashmere, nothing to do with all 
these other industries, but pure- 
ly has to do with bananas, " the 
TVade minister Brian Wilson 
said yesterday He told the BBC 
he hoped a trade war could now 
be avoided “I certainly am op- 
posed to a tit-for-tat war," he 
said “I am opposed to anything 
which was outside the rules of 
the WTO or which, indeed, 
doesn't head for a constructive 


solution based on the problem, 
which is about bananas." 

The EU reacted with disap- 
pointment to the ruling "Wfe will 
carefully study both the arbi- 
trator's report and the two 
panel reports and, of course, 
meanwhile reserve our right of 
appeal,” said Sir Leon Brittan, 
the EU's trade commissioner. 
“It is. however; already clear 
from the arbitrator's report 
that tiie unilateral US retalia- 
tion currently in place against 
EU exports has been, and re- 
mains, largely illegal, as it is set 
at a level well over double that 
determined by the arbitrator lb 
comply with the law, the US 
must ... immediately end sanc- 
tions and the threat of sanctions 
on over half the trade current- 
ly subject to them." 

The ruling will allow Eu- 
rope to give some protection to 
Caribbean banana imports, but 
it will have to revise the banana 
import regime. It has already 
done so once, but the US said 
it had not done enough and the 
WTO agreed. 


A NUMBER of small British 
companies bear the brunt 
of the trade war. The 
candle industry, in 
particular, has been hit 
hard. Ian Barnet, managing 
director of Shearer 
Candles, a Glasgow 
company employing 40 
people, said: “We are in • 
deep trouble. It will affect 
a third of our business and 
lose us £1-2m in turnover." 
Louise Pope, export 
manager of the Colony Gift 
Corporation, a candle 
manufacturer based in 
Cumbria, said: “We are still 
hoping chat our particular 
product will be taken off 
the hit list." 

The company, which has 
600 UK employees, relies 
on exports across the 
Atlantic for 1 0 per cent of 
its business. Ms Pope 
added: “It could take us 
years to build up exports 
again. It's not just our 
current sales we could 
lose. There is also the 
potential business we will 
lose, which could also now 
go to our competitors in 
the East. !t’s going to be 


very difficult to get back in 
there." 

Alex Muirhead. commercial 
director of Price's Candles, 
which employs 400 people 
and exports about 10 per 
cent of its products to the 
United States, said: “it's 
very bad timing. We have 
been investing a lot of 
money in America in terms 
of warehousing and 
infrastructure. It’s been a 
real blow and could have a 
real effect on jobs in the 
UK. Our rivals in Denmark 
and Holland have been 
handed orders on a plate." 
Isabel Welch, chief executive 
of the Giftware Association, 
which has been lobbying 
the Government on behalf 
of its members, added: “We 
are obviously relieved that 
the sum of money has been . 
cut and we are hopeful that, 
our product will be taken 
off the list. 

“But even if it is. our 
American contacts have 
been irrevocably damaged 
because they have started 
sourcing in the Far East. 
Now we have to start 
bunding those links again." 




'ft'-vS-j?*:-- - 


imc 




• if- . 


Bubble bursts for vintage claret 


THE SPECULATIVE bubble in 
prices of the finest young Bor- 
deaux wines -which have dou- 
bled and trebled in recent years 
- appears to have burst ' 

The 1998 vintage, though 
generally reckoned to be one of 
ffie best for some time, has 
been selling in the past few days 

for up to 25 per cent less than 
the 1997 vintage, which was uni- 
versally judged to be poor. 

The sale of a good wine for 
less than a bad one goes 
against an the instincts and tra- 
ditions of the growers and 
traders. It amounts to a recog- 
nition by the big Bordeaux 
chateaux that the steep price in- 
creases of recent years threat- 


BY JOHN LICHFIELD 

in Paris 

en to ruin the international 
market for high-quality claret. 

“There have been abundant 
warnings from shippers that 
prices had to fall this year, 
however good the 1998 wine 
might be," one British wine 
trader said. The producers 
have finally seen some sense." 

The chateau-cos-d’estour- 
nel - the most prestigious 
claret in the Saint Estephe 
area of the IVfedoc -led the way 
by selling 70 per cent of its 1998 
wine at a 25 per cent discount 
on last year's price. Other high- 
quality labels have followed 


suit in the traditional advance 
sales of “primeur" or raw, still 
unbottled wines over the past 
couple of weeks. Cos-d'estour- 
nel - one of the worst specu- 
lative offenders - went for the 
equivalent of £28 a battle from 
the chateau last year (perhaps 
£40 to retail customer*). It sold 
for £21 a bottle this year. 

This follows a virtual stand- 
off in January and February 
when many wine traders boy- 
cotted the advance bidding. 
Early sales of the 1998 vintage 
- despile its excellent quality — 
were less than one third of the 
normal level. 

The drop in chateau prices 
affects only Uic highest-quality 


clarets - £40 to £30 in the shops 
- wliich will not be drinkable for 
another seven years or more. 
It will have no direct impact on 
retail prices of more modest 
bottles of about £10 but it may 
help to arrest the upward trend 
in all Bordeaux prices seen in 
recent years. 

Retail prices for the best 
Bordeaux labels were driven up 
in the Nineties by a boom in 
Asian demand, a fashion for 
claret in America and specula- 
tive buying by City traders. 
Wines were being sold at up to 
10 times what the chateau had 
originally cl larged. 

Four years ago the chateau 
owners gazed at the profits 


being made by some shippers 
and traders, and asked: “Why 
not us?" 

They ramped up the a<ainng 
price for young Bordeaux 
'pnmeuri and, havinggotaway 
wth it one yeai; did it again, the 
next and the next 
kpf- - vear - partly because of 
, t Aaan recession, the mar- 
ket fell fiat. Thousands and 
thousands of cases of the 
■poor" 109 7 vintage remain un- 

sold in wine traders’ cellars all 
over the world. While these 
remained on their 
shi PP ers .were reluc- 
a Price for 
it m ,9 i? vmta § e > however good 
,l m] §ht prove to be. 
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Iraq villages 
braced for 
germ attack 


THE IRAQI President, Saddam 
Hussein, is deploying troops 
wearing gas masks and special 
white uniforms, designed to 
protect them against chemical 
weapons, around Najaf. a dty 
at the centre of opposition to his 
leadership. 

The appearance of soldiers 
equipped against chemical war- 
fare has caused terror in Najaf; 
where there are well-founded 
fears that the government is 
prepared to use poison gas 
against them if there is any sign 
of an uprising A traveller who 
left Najaf recently said: “Every- 
body was so frightened when 
they saw the chemical war- 
fare suits that they locked 
themselves in their houses. 
The streets were empty.” 

Iraq has used chemical 
weapons against domestic 
opponents in the past In 1988 
Iraqi artilleiyand aircraft used 
munitions filled with the nerve 
gases sarin and tabun against 
the Kurdish town of Halabja, 
killing 5,000 people. 

Iraqi troops equipped with 
tanks and multiple rocket 
launchers have sealed off Nqjaf 
since 19 February, when Aya- 
tollah Mohammed Sadeq al- 
Sadr, a popular leader of the 
Shia Muslims, who are a ma- 
jority in Iraq, was shot dead in 
an ambush with his two sons. 
He is widely believed in Iraq to 
be the latest victim of govern- 
ment death squads, who are 
alleged to have killed four 
senior members of the Shia 
clergy in the past five years. 

The Iraqi government is 
aware that any si gn that it is 
about to use poison gas -such 
as troops wearing chemical 
warfare suits -provokes terror 
among Iraqis. In 1991 Iraqi he- 
licopters dropped flour which 
looks like a cloud of gas, on the 
Kurds, in response to their up- 
rising to speed up their flight 
to Turkey and Iran. 

Opponents of the Baghdad 
regime living in exile say that 
President Saddam has chosen 


By Patrick cockburn 

this moment to increase re- 
pression against the Shia be- 
cause he (mows international 
attention is focused on Kosovo. 
Yusuf al-Khoie, a member of a 
Shia charitable organisation in 
London, says: “I have seen 
nothing as bad as this since the 
uprising after the Gulf War [In 
19911. There are many arrests 
and executions. Saddam knows 
the attention of the world is 
focused elsewhere.*' 

The Shia make up 55 per 
cent of the Iraqi population but 
are excluded from power. Pres- 
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Saddam: Fears Shia clergy 

ident Saddam appears to con- 
sider the Shia's religious 
leaders, most of whom live in 
the holy dties of Najaf, Kufah 
and Karbala on the Euphrates, 
as being the most dangerous 
potential rebels to his rule. 

Ayatollah Sadr built up a 
religious organisation through- 
out southern Iraq and in Bagh- 
dad. Before his murder be 
appointed community judges 
and prayer leaders, many of 
whom have now been arrested. 

Iraqi security has such a 
tight grip on Najaf and the 
other holy dties that it is un- 
likely anybody other than gov- 
ernment death squads could 
have carried out the assassi- 
nations of Sadr and the other 
senior clerics. 

An Iraqi Who left Najaf 10 
days ago says the govern- 


ment's claim to have caught 
and executed the killers “is 
only good for Iraqi propaganda 
outside Iraq. Nobody believes 
it at home." 

The Baghdad government 
has, however taken advantage 
of the assassinations by using 
them as an excuse to place sur- 
viving Shia leaders under vir- 
tual house arrest ostensibly for 
their own protection. Armed 
Iraqi security men now prevent 
visitors from seeing the Grand 
Ayatollah Ali Sistani. 

Meanwhile, the US and 
British governments are seek- 
ing to remould the Iraqi oppo- 
sition at a two-day meeting at 
a hotel in Windsor, Berkshire, 
which started yesterday. The 
meeting is of the Iraqi National 
Congress (INC;, the deeply 
divided umbrella organisation 
of the opposition, and is to set 
a date for its general assembly, 
possibly later in the month. 

Hoshyar Zibari, a leader of 
the powerful Kurdistan Demo- 
cratic Party, which belongs to 
the INC, says the aim is to 
choose a new leadership. The 
White House, US State De- 
partment and the CIA are 
eager to remove control of the 
INC- from its leader, Ahmad 
Chalabi, who has strong sup- 
port in the US Congress. 

Mr Chalabi advocates a 
guerrilla war using promised 
US equipment in the hope of 
provoking mutinies within the 
army. Mr Zibari said he sees the 
future of the INC as a political 
organisation and not as a mil- 
itary movement 

The Kurdish parties are un- 
likely to agree to the INC op- 
erating from Kurdistan, the 
only part of Iraq outside the 
control of President Saddam, 
unless they rereive cast-iron as- 
surances from the US that it will 
protect them in the event of an 
Iraqi counter-attack. Kurdish 
misgivings about US air support 
have been compounded by its 
failure to prevent Serbia 
expelling the Kosovars. 



The Russian Orthodox Patriarch, Alexy n, celebrating the Annunciation in Moscow yesterday Yuri Gripas 


Missouri keeps concealed arms ban 


THE US gun lobby suffered a 
setback yesterday when the 
raid-Westem state of Missouri 
voted to retain its ban on car- 
rying concealed firearms. 

It was the first time that the 
United States had put the con- 
tentious question of gun control 
to a popular vote, and the result 
was seen as a sign that the gun 
lobby’s influence could be on 


By Mary Dejevsky 
in Washington 

the wane. The National Rifle As- 
sociation spent almost $4 m 
« £2.5m i on presenting its case, 
with newspaper and television 
advertisements, and speakers, 
including Charlton Heston, at 
meetings across the state. 

The turn-out was far higher 


than expected, and exit polls in- 
dicated that it was primarily 
inner-city voters (predomi- 
nantly black) and suburban 
voters (predominantly white) 
who had clinched the victory. 

Missouri is one of only seven 
states in the US where carrying 
a concealed weapon is banned. 
The state resorted to a refer- 
endum after pro-gun politicians 
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Yeltsin’s 
men of 
gold in 
trouble 


By Phil Reeves 
in Moscow 


TWO OF seven oligarchs who 
bankrolled Boris Yeltsin's re- 
election campaign now face 

arrest warrants, providing 
graphic testimony of the 
change in Russia’s politics 
since Yevgeny Primakov be- 
came Prime Minis ter 

Alexander Smolenksy used 
to be one of the most powerful 
magnates in the country, 
founder of a leading bank and 
a man so rich that he could af- 
ford to donate 50kg of gold in- 
gots to gild the dome on 
Moscow's rebuilt Cathedral of 
Christ the Saviour. 

His feOow mogul Boris Bere- 
zovsky, head of a media and in- 
dustrial empire, was so dose to 
the Kremlin he was dubbed a 
contemporary Rasputin, and 
considered capable of making 
and breaking prime ministers. 
He once claimed credit for Mr 
Yeltsin’s 1996 re-election, say- 
ing it was engineered by seven 
magnates - himself included - 
who controlled more than half 
of Russia's economy. 

Now both men are abroad - 
Mr Berezovsky in Paris; Mr 
Smolensky in Vienna. Both 
have seen their empires with- 
er after Russia's finandal cri- 
sis erupted last August And 
both can expect to be arrested 
if they set foot on Russian soil 
today. If further proof was ever 
needed that the days of busi- 
ness oligarchs ruling Russia 
are oven then this is it 

Mr Smolensky's demise 
mar ks a particularly sharp re- 
versal of fortune. IBs banking- 
empire took a heavy hit in the 
economic collapse. He then set 
himself at odds with Mr Yeltsin 
by publicly lamenting the loss 
of the Soviet Union, and ac- 
cusing the state of repeatedly 
robbing the public. 

Mr Berezovsky, who helped 
to rescue two British hostages 
from Chechnya last year, has 
long seemed destined for the 
chop. He is considered an 
enemy by Mr Primakov, who 
vowed to crack down on “eco- 
nomic criminals", and in par- 
liament formed a consensus 
with the ascendant Commu- 
nists. who reseat the oligarchs. 


had repeatedly tried and failed 
to have the law changed in the 
legislature. 

The "right to carry" lobby 
has made steady inroads over 
the past decade, with a major- 
ity of states legalising the right 
Carrying a concealed weapon 
is now permitted in 31 states, 
and allowed with restrictions in 
a farther 12. 


Spring casts a deadly cl 
in land of majestic beai 


FRONTLINE 


MUZAF FA RABAT), 

Kashmir 

KASHMIR LOOKS beautiful at 
this time of year The livers 
race along the deep valleys 
swollen by early meltwater 
and above them the steep 
slopes of the Himalayan 
foothills are thick with dark 
green pines and fragrant with 
spring blossom. Above the 
forests, the snow is pure white 
in the afternoon sun and goes 
pink in the evening. 

But for the people of Kash- 
mir there is no joy in spring. 
Its coming is signalled not by 
a cuckoo but by the dull boom 
of distent, artillery pieces and 
the crack and whoosh of in- 
coming shells. April is the 
month when the undeclared 
war between India' and Pak- 
istan gets going again after a 
winter break. 

I spoke to Mohammed 
Yusuf 62, a teacher; in a hot, 
dusty street in the Kas hm iri 
town of Muzaffarabad. He 
straightened his hunched 
shoulders, sucked his gums 

and looked up at the clear blue 

sky. His phrases might have 
been a touch melodramatic 
but his emotion was obvious. 

“Our joys have now fin- 
ished,” he said. “'We just re- 
member the past when in the 
spring the birds were chirping, 
we were going to the fields, 
singing our folk songs. Now 
everything is finished.” 

Last weekend the first 
shells fen on the lovely Neelam 
valley. The valley runs from the 
snow-capped mountains 
around Nanga Parbat— one of 
the world’s highest peaks - 
down through terraced fields 
and villages to Muzaffarabad. 
It makes Switzerland look like 
Basildon. Unfortunately, im- 
mediately to the east is the 
Line Of Control - the United 
Nations -monitored boundary 
between Pakistan and India. 

Neither country accepts 
the border as permanent 
and, as a result, every spring 






The end of winter brings renewed dangers for the people of Kashmir 


the shells start to crash down. 

Last year there was wide- 
spread destruction and scores 
of people died. Fbr a few 
weeks, when the bombard- 
ment reached its height, 
refugees poured into Muzaf- 
farabad - a hot and dusty 
place with an unfeasible 
amount of corrugated iron on 
the roofs of its buildings re- 
flecting a sun that is blinding 
even in April This yean despite 
the recent thaw in relations be- 
tween Delhi and Islamabad, 
everyone is preparing to go 
through the same thing again. 

“It's a nightmare," said 
Khwajab Ghulam Mo- 
hammed. a wholesaler of rice 
.and pulses. “Every year I am 
doing all right and then the 
fi ghting starts and business 
gets terrible.” 

Ever since the Hindu Ma- 
harajah of Kashmir led his 
state - with its predominant- 
ly Muslim population - into 
India in 1947 there have been 
problems. Twice Pakistan - 
which believes it is the right- 
ful owner of the state - and 
India have fcugbt wars over its 
thousanui so square miles of 
valleys, peaks and lakes. The 
international community has 
largely gi\ en up on the prob- 
lem and is now reduced to 
keeping it.- collective fingers 


crossed, hoping that the dis- 
pute does not spark a conflict 
between the world's two 
newest overt nuclear powers. 

Last year, immediately 
after the Indian nuclear tests 
in May, I interviewed Abdul 
Qayyum, whose brother, a 
credit officer in a local bank, 
was killed in June 1995 ty In- 
dian shellfire as he was riding 
his motorbike up the Neelam 
valley on his way home from 
work. 

Last week, over tea in his 
ample home, Mr Qayyum said 
he could never forgr/e/’How 
can I forget this? I am only sad 
because I have not yet had a 
chance to get my revenge. 
The Indian firing has created 
hatred in us towards India." 

Around the dty are half a 
dozen camps for the refugees 
who have fled from what 
the Pakistanis call “Indian- 
occupied Kashmir" and, al- 
most to a man, share Mr 
Qayyura’s feelings. They are 
now well-established town- 
ships with stone buildings, in- 
termittent electricity, shops 
and cobbled streets. The 
shops are not exactly well- 
stocked - mainly limited to a 
few bars of soap and some odd- 
shaped bits of rubber de- 
scribed as children's toys. 
There appeared to be an in- 


explicable glut uf umbrellas. 

The camps are the recruit- 
ing ground for many of the 
fighters waging a guerrilla 
war against the Indian secu- 
rity forces. Though the Pak- 
istanis deny it. these 
mujahedin are supported, 
armed and trained by organi- 
sations closely linked to the 
Pakistani intelligence ser- 
vices. It is these fighters' at- 
tempts to infiltrate Indian 
territory - which start when 
the snow on the high passes 
melts enough to allow passage 
- that provokes the barrages 
of artillery fire. 

When they reach Indian 
territory the guerrillas sol 
about matching the destruc- 
tion wreaked by the Indian 
shelling in the Neelam valley. 
Soldiers and policemen are as- 
sassinated, houses torched. 
Hindus massacred. In an 
awful symmetry, scores of In- 
dians learn to hate like Abdul 
Qayyum. Peace looks faraway. 

Everyone knows that when 
winter comes again the bombs 
and the bullets will stop while 
the Himalayan storms layer 
Kashmir with white. And. next 
year, when the sun starts to 
strip the snow away. Un- 
sounds of spring will once 
again shatter the peace. 

Jason Burke 
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Briefing 


Cornwell Parker ponders offers - 

CORNWELL PARKER, the furniture and fabrics company 
which in January said it had received preliminary merger 
approaches, has received further approaches that may 
lead to an offer for the group. 

In its interim results, the company said it was in folks 
concerning a possible bid. The comments lifted the share 
price 14 per cent to 98^p, valuing the company at mm. 
Before January the shares were lan guishing at less than 
55p. Yesterday the company announced six-month profits 
down from £3 .3m to £2.1m. With earnin gs down from 5.3p to 
3.5p per share. There were “some signs the worst may be 
over," said James Moore, the chief executive. 

Harvey Nichols stake may be sold 

SHARES IN Harvey 


HARVEY NICHOLS 


Nichols, the department 
stores group, rose sharply 
yesterday on speculation 
that its controlling 
shareholder might sell its 
stake Dickson Concepts, 
the Hong Kong-based 
company that holds 50.1 
per cent of Harvey Nichols, 
has called a press meeting 
this morning to announce 
the sale of some assets 
outside Asia. Its shares were suspended in Hong Kong 
pending the announcement The market speculated on 
a Harvey Nichols sell-off, marking the shares np Up to 
188.5p, valuing the company at just over SlOOm. 
Analysts said a bid could come from luxury goods 
group LVMH. However, other analysts said Dickson 
Concepts may only announce the sale of the freehold of 
the flagship Knightsbridge store. 

Clinton Cards on acquisition trail 

CLINTON CARDS, the card retailer which bought The 
Greeting Store Group for £28. 7m in October, is stall looking 
out for further acquisitions. The company, which now has 
718 shops, says it could achieve a chain of over 1,000 by 
organic growth in the next few years. The group 
announced a doubling of full-year pre-tax profits to £15.8m. 
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SKB faces shareholder 
revolt over bosses’ pay 


SMTTHKLINE BEECHAM, the 
pharmaceutical giant, is feeing 
a revolt from shareholders who 
believe that the bonuses of its top 
executives are too generous 
and easy to achieve. 

The investors are angry at 
SKB's share award scheme, 
which contributed to the con- 
troversial £93m nine-year pay 
package of chief executive Jan 
Leschly, and are seeking an 
urgent meeting with the com- 
pany to discuss their concerns. 

(hie of the investors, the Scot- 
tish fund manager Standard 
Life Investments, is understood 
to be considering voting against 
the company’s accounts at the 
shareholders' meeting later this 
month unless it makes radical 


BY FRANCESCO GUERRERA 

changes to the scheme. 

Standard Life, which is 
backed by at least one other in- 
vestor, is understood to be un- 
happy at the way SKB awards 
free shares to employees in its 
mid-term incentive plan. 

The scheme is based on Tbtal 
Shareholders Return iTSRL a 
measurement of company per- 
formance that takes into ac- 
count the rise in the share price 
and dividend payments. Under 
SKB's plans, 350 top executives 
receive a fo il bonus if the com- 
pany’s TSR is a mong t he top 20 
in the blue-chip FTSE 100 over 
three years. The level of shares 
awarded falls as the company- 


slides down the TSR chart and 
no bonus is paid if SKB is among 
the bottom 40 performers. 

' According to Standard Life, 
which owns around 2.1 per cent 
SKB. the criteria are too le- 
nient as they are not directly 
linked to the group's financial 
performance and shares prices 
an? determined by factors out- 
side the executives' control. 
Moreover, the scheme enables 
SKB's managers to receive 
bonuses even if the company 
ends up at number 60 out of 100 
in die TSR table. 

The fund managerwants the 
company to make the rewards 
more challenging by linking 
them to financial indicators such 
as earnings or cash-flow growth. 


It is also urging SKB to measure 
its financial performance 
agai nst its pharmaceutical rivals 
instead of the whole FTSE 100 
index. 

Guy Jobb. director of corpo- 
rate governance at St an da r d 
Life, yesterday said: “We have 
consistently maintained that 
SKB should introduce chal- 
lenging and stretching criteria 
So far the company has not 
addressed our concerns." 

The Scottish fund manager 
could voice its worries at SKB's 
annual meeting on 27 April by re- 
fusing to approve the company's 
annual report and accounts. 
However. Standard Life's tough 
line is unlikely to be followed by 
SKB's other major shareholders, 


which include Mercury Asset 
M anagem ent and Prudential 
A SKB spokeswoman said: 
“Any shareholder is free to bring 
up any topic at the AGM. We 

beEeve we have the track record 
to show that what we are doing 
is right" 

Meanwhile, Sir Dick Evans, 
chairman of British Aerospace, 

saw his pay packet rise to 0-25m 

last yean boosted by an award of 
shares under the company’s 
long-term incentive plan. Sir 
Dick earned a salary including 
pension contributions of £747,000 
and a bonus award of shares 

worth ©03,000. like SKB, the in- 
centive scheme uses total share- 
holder return as the main basis 
for calculating awards. 



Shortlist 
of bids 
for RAC 
motoring 
arm 

by Michael Harrison 
Business Editor 


THE RAC said yesterday that it 
had drawn up a shortlist of six 
potential bidders for its road- 
side breakdown arm as it dis- 
closed that the failed £450m 
offer for the busness from Cen- 
dant of the United States last 
year had resulted in a one-off 
change of£30m. 

A decision on whether RAC 
Motoring Services, which has 
5.5 milfiaii members, will be sold 
to a trade buyer or floated is due 
to be made by next month. The 
RAC hopes to complete the 
disposal by the summer 

The sale of the business to 
Cendant would have netted 
windfalls of £35,000 each for the 
RAC's 12,000 frill members but 
the deal was blocked in Febru- 
ary by the Monopolies and 
Mergers Commission. 

The new shortlist of bidders 
is thought to indude Fbrd, Cen- 
trica, the trading arm of the for- 
mer British Gas, and Lex 
Service. Other financial buyers 
such as Cinven are also under- 
stood to have shown an interest 


The RAC’s 1998 results show 
exceptional charges last year of 
£29.9m relating to the demerg- 
er of RAC Motoring Services 
from the Royal Automobile Club. 
The biggest item was a one-off 
donation of £l&5m to the RAC 
Fbundation to fund its duties 
under the royal charter, such as 
promotion of road safety The re- 
maining £11.4m was split be- 
tween restructuring costs, 
advisory fees and legal charges 


following court challenges 
brought by overseas members 
against the Cendant sale. 

Ne3 Johnson, the RAC’s chief 
executive, said that it still had 
“an entirely open mind” about 
whether to go for a flotation or 
a trade sale. Mr Johnson, the 
RAC's chairman. Sir Michael 
Angus, and the organisation's fi- 
nancial advisers, Dresdner 
Kleinwort Benson, will decide 
between the two options at the 


end of this month. A spokesman 
said it was too early to say 
whether the 5.5 million associ- 
ate members would receive any 
shares should the RAC decide 
to float the business. “But we are 
well aware of the importance of 
our customer base," he added. 

Pre-tax profits last year be- 
fore exceptional items rose by 
45 per cent from H7m to £24.7ra 
on sales up from £27Lm to 
£3 llm. About 20 per cent of the 


profit increase was contributed 
by the British School of Motor- 
ing, which the RAC acquired 
towards the end of 1997. 

The RAC is planning further 
cost-cutting measures this year 
through the integration of BSM 
into its motoring services divi- 
sion and an expansion of its 
joint venture launched in Jan- 
uary with Trafficmaster and 
Cellnet to provide in-car traffic 
information to drivers. 


Rate cut 

hopes 

defy 

services 

burst 

By Lea Paterson 


THE ClTYis dinging to its hope 
that the Bank of England will 
today deliver its sixth interest- 
rate cut in seven months, 
despite an unexpected burst of 
activity in the services sector 

The rate cut speculation 
helped the FTSE 100 stock 
index to surge by 57.9 points 
yesterday to dose at a new 
record high of 6,4732. The index 
also set a new intra-day record 
of 6,496.1. 

CSly analysts said that recent 
evidence of weakness in the 
real economy - rising unem- 
ployment, slower growth and 
infla tion below target - would 
persuade the Bank’s Monetary 
Policy Committee (MPC) to 
cut interest rates by a quarter- 
point to 525 per cent 

Figures released by the 
National Institute of Econom- 
ic and Social Research, which 
showed UK growth grinding to 
a halt in the first quarter of the 
year further backed the case for 
a rate cut 

The MPC, which announces 
its rate decision at midday 
today, is thought unlikely to 
phimp fora ballpoint reduction 
following recent optimistic eco- 
nomic surveys. Analysts be- 
lieve the survey evidence could 
diss uade the Bank from further 
rate cuts later in the yean and 
the pound rose by more than a 
cent from Tuesday’s 18-month 
low a gains t the dollar. 

The Chartered Institute o £ 
Purchasing Supply (CIPS) 
study of UK services, out yes- 
terday, was the latest to sur-_ 
prise on the upside. The CIPS 
index of business activity 
surged from 495 in Pebniary to 
53.0 in March, suggesting that 
the service sector had ex- 
panded for the first time in five 
months. 

There was also better news 
from the manufacturing sector 
where activity declined by a 
sraaUer-than-expected 0.1 per 
cent in February. 

Overall UK industrial pro- 
duction - which includes man- 
ufacturing, mining and 
quarrying - rose by 0.1 per 
cent according to Office for 
National Statistics figures. 

A separate study by the 
Engineering Employers’ Fed- 
eration, however, pointed to 
further falls in engineering out- 
put in the months ahead. 


Green sells Freemans to BICC rejects raised 
Otto Versand for £ 150 m £462m Wassail offer 


PHILIP green, the retail 
entrepreneur who took control 
of the struggling Sears group 
three months ago, completed 
his first big disposal yesterday 
when he agreed to sell the 
Freemans mail-order busness 
to the German home shopping 
group, Otto Versand. The price 
was thought to be around 
Cl 50m. 

Mr Green said he was now 
looking out for acquisitions and 
had the financial firepower for 
a nbn deal “We are in the mar- 
ket to acquire," he said. “We’d 
buy anything if we thought it 
was a good deaL We could buy 
something for £lbn. There are 
two or three things we’ve 
looked aL Nothing’s too big, but 
lots of things are too small." 

Mr Green, who received 
backing from the secretive Bar- 
clay brothers in his £540m 


BY NIGEL COPE 
Associate City Editor 


Sears bid, said he was looking 
for targets where he could 
utilise his group's management 
expertise, and that these would 
not necessarily be restricted to 
retailing. 

The decision to sell Free- 
mans to Otto Versand is not 
expected to run into problems 
with the competition authori- 
ties, although it does create a 
more powerful third force in the 
sector Otto Versand already 
owns Grattan, and the Free- 
mans deal would take its mar- 
ket share to 15 per cent, third 
behind Great Universal Stores 
with 24 per cent and Little- 
woods with 16 per cent 

The sale price is a fraction 
of the £375rn Sears originally 
agreed with Littlewoods two 


years ago before the deal was 
blocked by the Government. 
But Freemans has fallen into 
losses since then, recording a 
first-half deficit of £22m on 
sales of £240m. Sales in the last 
full year were £5I0m. 

Otto Versand said: “Free- 
mans is a very important 
strategic reinforcement of the 
global position of our mail- 
order group in one of the most 
important mail-order markets." 

Otto Versand is a privately 
owned group based in Ham- 
burg. It had sales of DM33bn 
<£11.8bn) last year of which 
about half were in Britain. 

Since winning control of 
Sears, Mr Green has been re- 
viewing capital expenditure 
levels and stock control. There 

have been some staff cuts at the 

head office near Oxford Street 
and at a Leicestershire centre. 


THE BID battle for the cables 
and construction group BICC 
intensified last night after it re- 
jected an increased offer worth 
£462m from Wassail, the ag- 
gressive mini-conglomerate 
which has been stalking the 
company for six months. 

Earlier in the day the BICC 
board, led by chief executive 
Alan Jones, had attempted to see 
off Wassail altogether by an- 
nouncing the £2 75m sale of its 
energy cables business to Gen- 
eral Cable Corporation of the US. 

But Wassail went back on the 
offensive in the afternoon, dis- 
closing that it bad tabled a 
written offer to the BICC board 
last Thursday worth nop a 
share. This is a 22 per cent in- 
crease on its opening shot last 
month and a 93 per cent pre- 
mium to BICC’s price on 12 No- 
vember last year, the day before 


by Michael Harjrison 

Wassail’s interest became 
known. 

WassalL which already owns 
10 per cent of BICC, said the 
offer was conditional on share- 
holders rejecting the sale of the 
energy cables business and 
the BICC board recommending 
its llOp a share bid. wassail's 
chief executive. Chris Miller, 
said that, subject to a recom- 
mendation from the board, it 
could table an offer in a matter 
of days and urged other BICC 
shareholders to encourage the 
board to re-open discussions. 

But BICC rejected the in- 
creased bid, saying it still failed 
to reflect the full value and fu- 
ture prospects of the company. 
Mr Jones also attacked as 
“mendacious" claims by the 
Wassail camp that news of its 


increased offer had been behind 
the 13 per cent rise in the BICC 
share price yesterday to I06p. 

Mr Jones also described as 
“palpably ridiculous" Wassail's 
estimate that once the energy 
cables division was sold, the re- 
mainder of the business, would 
be worth only 75p a share. 

If the sale to General Cable 
goes through, then BICC. 
which began life as British In- 
dustrial Calender Cables, will 
hbve quit the cable business al- 
most entirely. 

In the past six months BICC 
has raised £38Bm in cash 
through the sale of its cable in- 
terests, enabling it to eliminate 
group debt However, there wiD 
be an accounting loss of £370m 
on the energy cables sale, 
mainly due to a £295m goodwill 
write-back. 

Outlook, page 17 


Around the world’s markets 


LONDON 


BLUE CHIPS enjoyed another 
record-breaking session. Fbotsie, 
encouraged by hopes of a base rate 
cut, jumped 575 points to 6,473.2. At 
one time it was 19 80.S. Mid cap 
shares, although a long way their 
best levels, moved ahead sharply 
but Small Caps Were Only mar ginally 
firmer Telewest Communications, 
the cable group in talks with rival 
Cable & Wireless Communications, 
headed the blue chip advance, up 
23p to 3l9J5p. C&WC rose 40 5p to 
795p. Fears of profit downgradings 
lowered Pearson 70p to L295p. 

Derek Pain, page 21 


NEW YORK 


THE DOW JONES INDEX dipped 
back below the 10.000 level as 
technology stocks declined on ■ 
earnings jitters. By the early 
afternoon, the Dow was up 18.04 
at 9981.53, and the Nasdaq 
Composite, which is dominated by 
tech stocks, was down 34.48 at 
2528.69. Analysts were eagerly 
awaiting first quarter results from 
Yahoo!, the Internet company, 
which were dne for release after 
the market closed. Yahoo! 
revenues are expected to more 
tban double to between $77m and 
$8l.5m. 


TOKYO 


FOREIGN BUYING continued to 
prop up Japanese stocks yesterday, 
and the benchmark Nikkei 225 index 
dosed 74.79 points, or 0.45 per cent 
higher at 16,554.5. The index was 
capped by domestic profit-taking 
amid widespread caution about the 
outlook for the Japanese economy. 

There was heavy trading in both 
Mitsubishi Motors and Mazda 
Motors following local press reports 
of a possible tie-up. The two 
companies said the reports were 
merely speculation, although shares 
in both the motor groups soared by 
more than 6 per cent 


HONG KONG 


STOCKS hit their highest level for 
12 months amid aggressive 
buying of blue-chip stocks, in 
particular the banking giant 
HSBC. The Hang Seng index 
closed up 541.89 points, or 4.89 
per cent, at 11.614.87. HSBC set a 
new 1999 intra-day high of 
HK$264, and closed at HK$263. up 
6.05 per cent Traders said buying 
interest in HSBC had been 
sparked by the bank's plans to 
seek a New York listing, a move 
which could see HSBC's 
valuations surge to the levels 
enjoyed by the major US banks. 


FRANKFURT 


german stocks chalke 
modest gains in quiet ti 
the market waiting for 1 
European Central Ban! 
rate decision. The elect 
traded Xetra Dax endet 
4.98 points, or 0.1 peree 
5,027.25. The floor Dax < 
1.75 per cent to 5.052.27, 
Traders said the ongi 
in Kosovo would limit tl 
on shares. One said: “It 
well continue our rang* 
between 4.700 and 5,200 
we could get above that 
situation in Kosovo imi 
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Wassail should put up or shut up 


ALAN JONES, the chief cable layer 
at BICC, is no stranger to hostile bid 
battles. When he was in charge at 
Westland be sucked GKN into a long 
and bloody skirmish. Eventu ally 
GKN came up with a price sufficient 
to allow the West Country heli- 
copter make- to raise the white flag. 

However the stand-off with Was- 
sail, for all the sound and fury gen- 
erated yesterday, remains firmly in 
the category of a phoney war Chris 
Miller; who runs this wannabe ven- 
ture capital trust, has been creep- 
ing up on BICC for the past six 
months, and his tenfa? are now 
firmly on Mr Jones’s lawn. 

He has built a 10 per cent stake 
and he has made two indicative ap- 
proaches. His sighting shot was at 
90p. He then wrote to the BICC 
board again (at 6.00pm the night be- 
fore Good Friday, incidentally) in- 
dicating that he was prepared to 
raise his offer to UQp. But he has 
not formally tabled a bid and has no 
intention of doing so unless he has 
a recommendation from the BICC 
board in his back pocket The ex- 
pense of going hostile is the ultimate 
deterrent 

In the absence of such a recom- 
mendation (and why should this 
turkey vote for Christmas?), Mr 



ed of late. Since Wassail began dr- 
ding and BICC began selling, the 
share price has risen by dose on 90 
per cent. Mr Jones says that is be- 
cause the market bads his strat- 
egy. Mr Miller says it reflects the bid 
premium in BICC. However, until 
a formal bid is tabled, there is no 
way of testing who is right iris time 
for Wassail to put up or shut up. 


OUTLOOK Train standstill 


Miller is asking BICC's other share- 
holders to turn the thumbscrews 
and force Mr Jones back to the 
negotiating table. 

Mr Jones has other ideas; he has 
dedded to adopt the scorched- 
earth approach. Since Wassail first 
appeared on the share register last 
November, he has sold off virtually 
all BICC’s cable interests, netting 
£388m of cash in the process and 
wiping out the group's debts. If the 
sale announced yesterday of the en- 
ergy cables business to a US buyer 
goes through, then there will only 
be Balfour Beatty to get hold of 

Shareholders in BICC may have 
had plenty to complain of in the 
past, but their spirits have been lift- 


YOU MIGHT not have noticed, but 
yesterday was officially Transport 
Delivery Day. Amid the customary 
jamboree that accompanies these 
announcements, ministers were 
dispatched to the four comers of 
the country to spread the good 
news. 

In London John Prescott, the 
Deputy Prime Minister; announced 
a new rail passenger champion to 
kick the foiling train operators into 
line. 

John Reid, the Transport minis- 
ter; was in Leeds to declare West 
Yorkshire a Centre for Transport 
Excellence, while the Roads min- 
ister; Lord Whitty, hailed a bus in 
Cirencester to announce an extra 


£20m for rural buses and £25m for 
country roads. 

T\vo years into the first Labour 
government for two decades, Mr 
Prescott knows the travelling pub- 
lic is desperate to see tangible im- 
provements - especially on the 
trains. Unfortunately there is so for 
precious little evidence of it. 

The appointment of Mike Grant, 
the Eurotunnel hard man who 
made 200 banks agree to a £8.6bn 
rescue package, as chief executive 
of the Strategic Rail Authority 
(SRA) is the final piece of Mr 
Prescott’s ^spring dean" of the 
existing regulatory setup. He is the 
third member of the triumvirate of 
Sir Ala stair Morton as SRA chair- 
man and Tom Winsor as Rail 
Regulator. 

The difficulty is that all three ap- 
pear entirely unsure about what 
powers they actually have. The 
SRA will not exist until legislative 
time can be found to create it- prob- 
ably not until late next year. Mean- 
while Sir Alastair chairs the largely 
defunct British Rail and Mr Grant 
acts as Franchising Director under 
a system drawn up by the Tbries. 

Mr Prescott points to BR's 
power to run trains - but Sir Alas- 
tair used February's Rail Summit 


to say that the one thing he wont 
do is run trains. The Deputy Prime 
Minister says both MrGrantand Mr 
Winsor have considerable powers 
under existing legislation that their 
predecessors failed to use. But Mr 
Winsor says his powers are lacking 
when it comes to enforcement 

And just when we thought ide- 
ology was dead. Sir Alastair con- 
demns the “bad old days when 
people said ‘the Government must 
do something 1 ," while Mr Prescott 
says a privately owned railway 
“works better through the inter- 
vention of public bodes'’. Not much 
agreement there, by the look of 
things. 

Mr Prescott says the SRA is “in 
the sidings and ready to go”. More 
in the sidings than ready to go. it 
might be said. The travelling pub- 
lic - and voters - are standing on 
the platform, and increasingly im- 
patient, there is still no sign of the 
train. 

Barclays poser 

BARCLAY’S 1 chairman-in-waiting, 
Sir Peter Middleton, is negotiating 
a continuing role with the bank for 
the present chairman Andrew Bux- 


ton. Mr Buxton had been expected 
to sever all connections with the 
bank after the annual general meet- 
ing later this month, but now some 
kind of ongoing role as an adviser 
on client relationships in the Mid- 
dle East is foreseen. 

Mr Buxton is a nice enough 
chap and his knowledge of the 
bank, as well as his family's long as- 
sociation with it going back sever- 
al generations, mifpit seem to 
justify something short of com- 
plete disassodation. This is very 
much the kind way of looking at 
what Sir Peter is doing, however 

A crueller one would be to regard 
it as typical of Barclays' inability’ to 
turn its back on the past and look 
to the future. It is never a good idea 
for executives to continue hanging 
around after they are meant to be 
gone; all they do is get in the way 
of and compromise the new. 

Ibis is the case even with chair- 
men who have proved themselves 
outstanding leaders. When Lord 
MacLaurin retired from Tesco at 
the age of 60, he made a dean break 
with the company. Rarely was a life 
presidency more deserved, but he 
rightly took the view he wouldn't be 
needed. The same is anticipated for 
Sir Richard Greenbury when he 


bows out at Marks & Spencer later 
this year. 

By contrast, Mr Buxton has 
proved himself less than top notch. 
While managing director he was in- 
timately involved in some of the big 
property loans that put Barclays 
into loss in the early Nineties. That 
didn't stop him ascending to the po- 
sition of executive chairman. It 
wasn’t his fault that while he held 
this position the board was at sixes 
and sevens, culminating ultimate- 
ly in the petulant walk out of the 
chief executive, Martin Taylor but 
preventing this kind of a shambles 
is rather what a chairman is there 
for. 

If Sir Peter is already compro- 
mising on Mr Buxton's position, 
what hope does he have of carry- 
ing out the urgent root-and-branch 
reform necessary to modernise 
the bank in preparation for the dig- 
ital age? Presumably Mike O’Neill 
the new chief executive, is made of 
sterner stuff If he ever arrives, that 
is. When was he meant to join? Late 
March was the assigned date. So 
where is he? He bad flu, and then 
there were some loose ends to tie 
up. He'll be at his desk by Monday 
at the latest, Barclays insists. Let's 
bope so. 
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Mobile pbone penetration In Hong Kong, already at 40 per cent, is set to hit 60 per 
cent by 2001. BTs move also offers a way in to the potentially huge China market 

BT buys £240 m stake 
in HK mobile operator 


BRITISH TELECOM yesterday 
raised its exposure to the fast- 
growing Asian market by spend- 
ing £240m on a 20 per cent 
stake in SmarTbne, the Hong 
Kong mobile phone operator; 

The move continues BTs 
strategy of buying minority 
stakes in Asian telecoms oper- 
Aators as governments begin to 
.open up markets. It also gives 
BT a way in to the potentially 
huge Chinese market when for- 
eign companies are allowed in. 

SmarTone has more than 
half a million customers and an 
18 per cent share of the Hong 
Kong market, ranking it third 
behind operators owned by 
Hong Kong Telecom, which is 
owned by Cable & Wireless, 
and Hutchison Whampoa. Pen- 
etration of mobile phones in 
Hong Kong is among the high- 
est at 40 per cent, and is pre- 
dicted to hit 60 per cent by 20GL 
Alfred Mockett, chief execu- 
tive of BTs overseas opera- 


By Peter thal Larsen 

turns, said the deal took the 
group’s spending in Asia- Pacif- 
ic to more than £800m in recent 
years. Last year BT took a 23.5 
per cent stake in the South 
Korean mobile operator LG 
Telecom and bought a third of 
Rjnar jwng, the Malaysian group. 

“Until two years ago Asia was 
locked up like a drum,” he said. 
“We believe it is the fixture en- 
gine erf growth for our industry.” 

Mr Mockett said BT had 
identified Hong Kong as one of 
its eight key target markets in 
the region, and SmarTone had 
proved to be one of the best 
opportunities BT could find. 
'However; he refused to com- 
ment on rumours that BT 
planned to take a stake in Japan 
Telecom. 

The cash ixqection in Smar- 
Tbne will ensure the company 
can fund the development of its 
business in Hong Kong, 


although Mr Mockett said more 
funds may be needed when 
licences for the third generation 
of mobile phone services are 
auctioned in a few years’ time. 
Last year SmarTone made a 
profit of HKJlbn (£81m) on 
turnover of HK$4.lbn. 

Mr Mockett said BT was at- 
tracted by SmarTone's owner- 
ship of licences to run both 900 
megaherz and 1,800 megaherz 
networks, allowing it to offer 
dual-band services attractive 
to business customers. 

Other major shareholders in 
SmarTone include Sun Hung 
Kai Properties, a property de- 
velopment group controlled by 
the Kwok family; an investment 
vehicle run by Hong Kong’s 
ministry of information; and 
Ttempleton, the US fund man- 
agement group. 

BT will have three directors 
on SmarTone's board and will 
have nomination rights for the 
post of finance director. 


‘Royal & SunAlliance ■ 
joins £lm-a-year club 
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BOB MENDEI50HN, the Amer- 
ican chief executive of Royal & 
SunAlliance, the storm-hattered 
composite insurer; received 
more than £2-3m last year mak- 
ing him the latest senior British 

executive to join the film-phis 
a year club. 

More than half of that was a 
one-off payment of £1. 26m to 
buy Mr Mendelsohn out of the 
long-term incentive scheme 
operated by Royal & SunAll- 
iance in the United States 
where Mr Mendelsohn was 
nhflimifln and chief executive 
officer before mating to London 

to head up the group worldwide 

at the end of 1997. 

That still leaves Mr Mendel- 
sohn with a salary phis bonus 
package of £L085m last year - 
a rise of 40 per cent on 1997, 
making him on one of the high- 
est paid executives in the in- 


by Andrew Garfield 
F inancial Editor 

dustry. Profits at Royal SunAl- 
liance fell in 1998 by 40 per cent 
to £6Q2m pre-tax The group’s 
shares also underperformed 
the FTSE all-share index by 
35 per cent last yean 
Sir Peter Davis of the Pru- 
dential, Britain’s biggest in- 
surance company, earned 
£l.5m last year but £812,000 of 
that was in the form of shares 
awarded under the group’s 
long-term incentive scheme 
and which he will not be able to 
touch until next yean 

Mr Mendelsohn’s film pack- 
age last year included a dis- 
cretionary bonus of £225,000 
and expatriate benefits of 
£190,000. But it does not in- 
clude the award, also made last 
year of options with a paper 


worth of £687,000 or a further 
£288,000 increase in accrued 
pension last year. 

The company said that Mr 
Mendelsohn’s remuneration is 
meant to “put him in a position, 
after taking into account taxa- 
tion and tiving rast differentials 
where he is no worse off than 
were he to perform the same 
duties for the group in Ms home 
country [the United States]. 

In addition Mr Mendelsohn 
is entitled as from 1 January last 
year to a further incentive 
award of shares worth £992,000 
which he will be able to cash in 
in the event of certain criteria 
being met These include a con- 
dition that overa three-year pe- 
riod growth in total shareholder 
return exceeds that of a basket 
of 12 leading UK European 
and US insurers, and the share 
price rises by M0 per cent 


Warning on emerging markets 


THE ECONOMIC crisis in de- 
veloping countries will be deep- 
er and more prolonged than 
anticipated, the World Bank 
says in a new report today. 
Growth prospects, it adds, have 
been hit by a slump in capital 
Sows to emer ging markets. 

The Bank, the world's lead- 
ing development institution, 
has slashed its growth forecast 
for developing countries to 1.5 
per cent in 1999, down from its 
already-subdued December 
forecast of 2.7 per cent 

This would be the slowest 
growth recorded since 1982, at 
toe height of the debt crisis, and 
lull recovery is unlikely before 
2001 . 

According to toe report, cap- 
ital inflows to developing coun 
tries from toe financial markets 
collapsed from $l352bn (£83bn) 
in 1997 to $72.ibn last year. 


by diane Coyle 
Economics Editor 


CAPITAL FLOWS TO 
DEVELOPING COUNTRIES 


At the same time, official aid 
from developed to developing 
countries has fallen substan- 
tially and the prospects for 
future aid remain bleak. 

“The decline in aid poses a 
problem because poverty is in- 
creasing. The number of poor 
in the world is not declining,'’ 
said Mustapha Nabll a World 
Bank economist 

He said that the $190bn com- 
mitted by the international 
community' in rescue packages 
to countries like Indonesia, 
Korea and Russia, affected by 
last year's financial crisis, 
amounted to six times the 
amount spent on aid to the 
poorest countries. 

The World Bank, which often 
plays soft cop to the Interna- 
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tional Monetary Rind's hard 
cop on the world economic 
stage, has rarety issued such an 
outspoken report as this year’s 
Global Development Finance, 
its annual summary on capital 
flows. 

Its gloomy conclusion that 
the developing world will stag- 


nate assumes sluggish growth 
in the industrialised countries 
which make up toe Organisa- 
tion for Economic Co-operation 
and Development (OECD). But 
the report says; “There is still 
a substantial risk that the world 
economy will plunge into re- 
cession in 1999.” 

There are several linked 
reasons for the gloom. One is 
the general slowdown in world 
growth and the expansion of 
world trade. A second is the 
sharp falls in commodity prices. 

More important is toe clo- 
sure of world capital markets to 
emerging economies in the 
wake of the financial crisis. 
The report shows that foreign 
direct investment declined but 
held up for better than capital 
inflows from the financial mar- 
kets. Thanks to the availability 
of assets at bargain-basement 


prices and the drop in ex- 
change rates in many countries, 
direct investment amounted 
to $155bn last year, little lower 
than 1997's record $i63.4bn. 

But the World Bank expects 
it to decline further this year; in 
line with weaker world trade 
growth and diminished prof- 
itability. In general the recov- 
ery of capital flows will be slow, 
it predicts. 

All is not bleak in toe as- 
sessment Some of the Asian 
crisis countries - notably South 
Korea and Thailand - are on the 
way to recoveiy as a result of 
their harsh IMF medicine. 

But toe report notes that 
even here, toe tough macro- 
economic policies and radical 
restructuring have exacted a 
harsh social cost Unemploy- 
ment in both countries tripled 
between 1996 and 1998. 


CLASSIFIED 


Contracts & Tenders 


Contracts & Tenders 


EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST - 
PC USER TRAINING 

The Employment Service (ES), an Executive Agency of the Department for 
Education and Employment is about to recompece its national contracts tor 
the delivery’ of PC User Training. Expressions. °f interest are now invited from 
organisations capable of proriding PC User Training. The new contract is 
planned to commence in October and will be tor a period of three years 
with an option to extend for up to a further two years. 

ES employs some 30,000 people in a network of over 1,000 local offices across 
England, Scotland and Wales. ES operations are delivered on a geographical 
basis covering Scotland, Wales and seven regions of England, these are:- 
Northem, North West, Yorkshire and the Humber, East Midland and 
Eastern, West Midlands, London and the South East and South West. The 
successful organisationfs) will be expected to offer training which covers the 
geographical areas above including Sheffield where a number of ES Head 
Office sites are located. 

ES is currently standardised on AlicroscfV Office Version 4.3 running on 
Microsoft Windows for Workgroups Version 3.11 including Groupwise which 
encompasses e-mail linking HO sites, regional and sub regional locations. ES 
is currently seeking training provision covering Word 6, Excel 5, Access 2, 
Powerpoint 4 and Project 4 though this may be subject to upgrading 
dependent on developments in our IT platform. At the moment ES has only a 
limited distance learning platform and this is unlikely to change in the 
immediate future. 

Interventions need not be tailored specifically as ES is willing to participate on 
generally available public domain material. 

Organisations interested in tendering for this contract are invited to express 
their interest now. An information pack containing iurther information will 
then be issued and will include a Supplier Appraisal Questionnaire. The 
resp onse ro tiie questionnaire will be used to enable ES to draw up a shortlist 
of organisations to be invited to tender. 

Expressions of interest should be made in writing - to Victoria Hardman, 
Employment Service, Training and Development Division, Block B, 
Porterbrook House, Sheffield SI 1 8JF. Fax: 0J 14 259 7605 no later than 
5,00pm 23 April 1999. Supplier .Appraisal Questionnaires should be 
returned no later that 5.00pm 21 May 1999. 

PLEASE NOTE: EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST RECEIVED AFTER 
5.00PM ON 23 APRIL 1999 AND SUPPLIER APPRAISAL 
QUESTIONNAIRES RECEIVED BEYOND 5.00PM ON 21 MAY 1999 
WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED. 
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Legal Notices 


No. 001263 of 1 999 
IN THE HIGH COURT 
OF JUSTICE 
CHANCERY DIVISION 
COMPANIES COURT 
IN THE MATTER OF 
ZENECA GROUP PLC 
AND IN THE MATTER OF 
THE COMPANIES ACT 1985 
NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN (bal the Order of the 
High Coun of Justice 
(Chancery Division) dated 
Thursday 1st April !"W9 
cuafirminc the reduction of 
the capital of the above- 
named Company from 
EVil.OUU.OUO m nil and ihc 
Minute approved hy the Hiph 
Court ".h'jwinp with respect to 
the capital of the Company as 
altered the several pankniars 
required hy the abort e- 
menuoned An was rvptslereiJ 
by the Registrar or 
Companies nn 5th April l***. 
By a special resolution 
expressed to laLe effect 
immediately upon the 
reduction of capital talcing 
effect, the share capital of the 
Company wu> increased to 
£50.000 divided into 50.1*10 
redeemable preference 
shares of £1 each and 
USStOJ.nno.itno divided into 
2.400.011 if iuj ordinary shares 
of USS0J15 each. 

Dated thw »Clh day .it April 
I 'MO 

Mentis freshlields 
*i? Fleet Street 
London ECJ'i I US 
Ml?! w.V, 411IKI 
Ref: JGLCRWHi 
Solictors for the 
above-mentioned company 


Unusual Gifts 


A NEWSPAPER lor IW spe&al 
data, 1642-1999. most Mies avail- 
able. Weal birthday gift. Henwm- 
ber When. Tel: 01B1 763 Ot 
CALL FREE 0500 520 0W. 




The InsohcncY Act J98b 
HERALD HOLDINGS LIMITED 

tdCma I*. HEREBY OVEN pimuari 
to S*Ti» og o< the Insolvency An 
1 dw a MEETING oi the CREW- 
TORS of tie above named Company 
will he held on 19ih April IW at * 
CtuiaboiEc Squaic. London, £CIM 
6EN ai 12.00 root) lor the pupates 
mennawd m Seatn W et seq of IK- 
S3*) AO 

NOTKI IS FURTHER GIVEN that 
Maunce Raymond DwrinjMn. HR* 
of Poppleton & Apaeby. J 
Ounonouse Square, London. KIM 
HN is antontf 10 aa as the quali- 
fied insolvency Pracwicraf ptisuant 
10 Section 38i2)U d ihe said An 
who mO famish credton. tree d 
chaije. with sodi infwnuiror ren- 
eemngthe Company s affairs is they 
may reasonably require. 

Oiled this 26th day of Mart l«9 
BvOnL-rcd [he Board 
A Arkfcv. Director 


No. 001464 of 1999 
IN THE HIGH COURT OF 
JUSTICE 

CHANCERY DIVISION 
COMPANIES COURT 
IN THE MATTER OF 
STOCKBOLIRNE PLC 
AND LN THE MATTER OF 
THE COMPANIES ACT 1983 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
thal the Order of the High 
Court of Justice 1 Chance rv 
Division ) Jatril 24 .April 
eonfirminc the reduction of the 
capital of the ahove-n anted 
Company from W,V7iL479.W>in 
£LtJW).0tH.i and the reduction of 
the share premium account ...f 
the above-named Company h; 
£1lij75JRi7jU and the Mihini; 
approved by the Court >h<jwint; 
with respect To the capital nl thc 
Lompjny tu altered the several 
particulars required by the 
above-mentioned Act were 
registered by the Kepstrar nf 
Companies, on ^ April IW). 
Dated ihr>3.ith day <vf March IW 
FnaJifielif* 

65 Fleet Street 
I ^udon EC AY IHS 
up I Y.V1 W" 

Ref. VJkROR 


The InulvMcy Ad 19W 
NIWCJLANCf LTD 
TRADING NAME OWUIWOOD 
BUILDING AND DECORATING 
COMPANY 

NOTICE e HEREBY OVEN puwtt » 
Seabn MJih? hsolwrm Afl jffi 
that a MEETING of Ite CREDfWS d 
tie abjvc named Cotfony v*iH to 
Wd at la April 1999 al The OH 
Batov. LoMf Gam toad' RcflEWi 
Hats 5GB SEA at 12.00 nan tor the 
pwjwes mtrtimd n Section 99 S 
aw cl die said At. 

NOTICE 6 FURTHER OVEN Ihfl 
Mjunce Raytrend Pcrrmjcre fIRW 
Pnppiewi £ AppU». * Chaiwhoiae 
5a«ie, Lcntfcu. ECIM &£N n appart- 
10 to aa a the quaMtod Insolvency 
Fraoolww (iisuaM so Section SStJIaJ 
rc tte said Act who veil turnub credi- 
tors. tree of duige. vrth Mb nsmta- 
non ccreenwg the Ccmpanv's 

as they may reasonody require. 

Cored thsSCdi da» ofMaidtlTO 
By GrdaofdtrBuetl 
R.H. George CNrccta 


BAILEY' - fcrefcal Bailey, late 
of B-Hirricmouth. T.Visei. died 
there on Mth April 1 Estate 

about WJiifii. 

BLACKFORD ■ Phyllis Blackford, 
spinster, laic of StrK.kwi-11. 
London SWw. died there on 
15th July Inu 5 | Estate -ihcnii 
EN.iWV 

LEVER - Hannah Lever, widow. 
Lite of Basingstoke, Hampshire, 
died there on 2 lv| February 
1«W7 | Estate about i’u/W). 
PINDER nee Cha Merton - 
Marjorie Finder nee Chuilertun. 
widow, late of Hull. East 
Yorkshire, died there on WUi 
April I 1 **? t Evlutc about 

POWELL - Edith CiRMuncu 
Powell. ipin.Mr.r_ late of 
Hirmbentorte. Leicester, died 
there on 31sJ December 1W8. 
(Estate about £19.000). 

The kin of the above mimed am 
requested to apply to the 
Treasury Solicitor (b.’v.i, fjucen 
ArtneV Chambers 28 Broadway. 
London SW1H 9J5L failing 
which the Treasury Solicitor 
mjy lake steps to jdm inkier the 
estate. 


The Iruhrenn Ad I'm 
MIRAGE TRAVB. L1MJTH) 

(In Liquidation) 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that 
Maunce Raymond Domttglun FIPA 
m PropMon S Appleby. 4 
Qoitemtwse Srjuaie. London. EClM 
tEN was appointed liquldnor of the 
said Gtmpanv by the Members and 
Creditors a 1 Jfilh Mjith I999 
Nlfc DORRINGTON, Liquidator 


Chat Lines 
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THE INDEPENDENT 

Thursday 8 April 1999 


MBANBOPcrtratiUd 

Amo ran town 48 33 51 41 1 15 ODD 800 

GrowMkcniH 246 47 26220 2 46 3M 5.00 

^MylKinB 163 78 171JI OJM 419 SOD 

frdati 376.72 KD76 2 IB 0 04 5 00 

Hrphwm* 56 76 62 Si DU 663 500 

MGnMa 105 35 tT2.07 1.60 051 6,00 

Ate Conti Tnst Ltd 
4 asm «««• Ian, Kota H 1 2HH 

let 0171 3767379 " 

Amsen Gated who 43 is a# D00 500 
MffiftanSmCoa lZ499(Wm -071 000 OJN 

flmertan Etnfcgy 106.77 139JB 052 DOO 550 

A*PK 69.76 7454 nr i^S 5.00 

CstalWdEranR 10701 18379 OOO 000 3 00 

Cam 957 BE2 000 4*0 QSO 

Ceil S SB E* 13600 18934 109 0 004 0 30 

GoraaKSond GS«9 9I« 030 5 73 125 

Eiamwn Gwml 4SE.78 477.69 2.77 109 500 

Eunaran Strategy 71654 31.10 420 OOO 550 

FTi£ IM 350 Wo 11156 11574 014 195 550 

356 2741 030 4MKSJ0 
GUtaiancn 5220 5562 046 Q 00 550 

ijfmsr C-Utfia 17603 18381 4.44 ODD 550 

IntemaBonri Grown 20868 £255 164 000 5 5U 
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220X0 23350 310 DO0K5TO 
*3600 41890 220 Oft 500 
I01J0 10870 O® 212 500 
ITS 90 189X0 1 90 0.114 5 00 
TO57 S5X2 Oft 0001 STO 
*46 00 4»W S 60 00® 5 TO 


UertEStaip 

Ctrara 

Smtterto 

UKOerar* 

CBetanbes 

JntyAcc 

AnXv Inc 

wTOoncAa 

Hglignnckx 

hcemBaUtiAc' 

ircmetdacnv 

MU— ral Lri cp 

Crau flipwti 
incom* 
hcem Act 

B ACE 

ContOimnaon 

FoimWhnftau 


108.10 111 70 *120 000 500 
152X0 16080 5 00 0 85 5CD 
244® 25740 130 1 67 5X0 


153*7 182X1 IC ZOne 5 00 
115*9 12154 IK 207*500 
93*9 86X3 0 62 317X 525 
6050 7210 051 337*525 
15910 16925 125 257 5X0 
10827 11518 oxs 287 £50 


8*44 B7S1 o® 073 300 

54X9 56.50 0 TO 519 300 

62X0 64X9 DOO £.19 3X0 


IB30 169 TO -4 00 0 00 0 00 
9294 9GX6 OOO 0 00 3 00 


Vt u ME M ttffixAcc ei5.1T 122 TO 012 OOP 5® 

Csiaidil Ftat State 

Balanced 96® 10088 -1X4 3 JW * DO 

Caudal 12033 1253a 0X5 I34X4OT 

MBOrhame 6067 6320 -004 S BEX 4X0 

lop® 9an 97X9 07? 126X4X0 

Cram tam ta m* ftmehltlP 

Caro mi-ai 100.46 am ora on 

top ACC 100 4Q 10040 DOO 000 OOC 

■XnAnNOMncAcclOSBO 106 ID 0.10 OW *29 
CoipBexidMatyMnc 9911 1C3J50 010 0X1 *2$ 

Eaevem Acc 1127Q ns® 070 0X0 525 

EmeiiwaB nc 110X0 1I710 D« ODD 525 

FettMrittAK 16080 17100 0 30 00® 525 

FeUenraaptnc 133X0 142*0 0® 0X2KX25 

deranPumalaAcC 17190 18280 160 000X525 


GTGMsI Fmd Bgat UX 

Anar SmaDo to ft* 3Q 270® -3 W 000* 515 
European Grown 1038 00110100 0X0 OOeKift 
UKSraBtoAct 10650 H390 030 21? 5?S 

Gartaan Fund (tmaners 

ATttWhta 3402? 359 53 -2/13 0X0 SIS 

Amatanine W27 3S9 53 -243 0 00 5 ft 

AneoSomtoAcc 226 35 240*3 -366 000 525 
ARMtthktoFOC 2K3j 240 43 - 3 65 0 D0 5ft 
BWH raoiHAoea 1893? 199.15 2® 0*3X5 3 
CenponnBondAa 2796 289? 006 621 3K 

Cenpenmecndhc 27 96 2X97 dog 621 347 

EenugtqMUAcc 3754 *015 0 41 0X0X 525- 
EmergeiQ ‘JH he 3727 J3.88 0<l 0TOXS2S 

EmpanGMinAcc 204Q4 248 13 1 63 0 52X525 
EmeranGwiMic 234 0* 24d 13 163 05S525 
EwSetecndOppi 39599 *2012 3.05 0X0 5ft 
Hflrf Boa PC 28ft 29 00 -005 4 *OK 3 62 


PAYIN'G MORE TAX THAN YO l NEED TO! 


INVESTMENT - EVERY WEDNESDAY 
BUSINESS REVIEW 

YOUR MONEY - EVERY SATURDAY 

MONEY - EVERY SUNDAY 
WITH BUSINESS 


¥THE INDEPENDENT 
THE INDffENDENT 

ON SUNDAY 


I UKKCT 65565(0101 i 93 UDO 000 

UKRra* G®®(MU! SJC 0X0 4® 

UK EttttxFtatf 1*1X0 lUlti 0X0 1X6 4® 

utcrawitferai ixo-wiiMi im oxr *u 

IVnOOuKl Are 15980 16810 0*0 0.11 4 50 

'.VottaxXte ra 152.10 16010 0*0 011 4® 

uyademdetocFhai 11840IUK1 DTO 125 4® 

! iAW*ra aoBTriw.' oa oxa 4® 

I HU ABtndh 

SheKnaUSun 176 TO I9i 70 010 0® 500 
EPOantiirai he 135® 139.40 2® 43BXS00 

HetiaiiBidB ” 

BaUteM 13"ft 14480 0 80 1.40 £00 

Balanced Acc 114® i£50 090 140 5X0 

lu.4 derate let 40 171X0 1X0 099 500 


Balanced Acc i*4® isi sn 090 1 40 5X0 eraEoPraS™: 

m aeran ig4o irixn ixo om xoo Mynttoi/u 

Hal Wes* Unit Trail Kaqn Lid SSSriSmf 

tow l£4l 1*080 093 D 60R52S HSISSi 


tow 13341 1*080 093 060X 525 

FinojW ACC 135X7 1*2X7 094 080 52S 

Earrinccmeinc M *8 55*2 010 5X4X262 

i leraJneameAcc 6*17 66B 0 12 59* 2X3 

; fat Era Act 57X2 60 IX 1 07 051 525 

• FanKJFmKAec 9500 10343 038 M3 525 
> FundofFiRtmunc ?15* 96 61 035 M3 525 

I JxjkAcc 63 9e 67® 0.14 0.00 5-25 

i5*»>juae 12228 iron 030 ito 525 

U* 1nc*er 15383 154*0 127 1 56 0X0 

UK Trapp Acc 15955 15966 13! ISB D«) 

Bewtopfnpd Ifaragara Ud 

! Z Fnthnl Sgnare, Etfhttragft EB3 9111 


Baaltag, 0500 440000 

tatamfc tatwHitO-tara.cB.it 

Arm Grown Acc 83® 8886 -119 0X0 600 


AmerGrowtihc 
BrrOen 
CastiAcc 
. lUsfl he 
DBWMie* 

1 Era epean 


141 37 1503 0X3 23 6» 
97 7797 001 5*0 0X0 
50 97 S>J»7 0® 540 OOO 
158 01 16009 -097 1 53X 6X0 
uww III 18 11333 DO 036 GOO 

tttBdntthUiWllGi 12*26 12* *6 0 '2 2X8 OOQ 


QwdtfWMMnc 1424Q 151 40 1 30 0SGX525 ' BrittBabnteAce 201 57 21337 -015 065/525 


BtTO Boadwg OnB Tnrrt Hipd 


BatancedPWh 
EgrayGrawti 
HW lida Bond 


29666 31486 0 95 1XG 4® 
134 £ 14134 0 75 0 36 4 51) 
114X0 11062 014 5*1 1® 


UK EenAty income 163*4 17321 OB? 2*4 4® 
Uiaansmtcos 2C3I9 SOB -051 025 *90 

8aae BUtaid O Co Ud 

AmerSnuDsto *4510 47410 -310 000 500 
American [ft JO NB60 0(W OOO 5ft 

Bend 133® 1*0X0 0*0 5 93 500 

Bnaah'jHiOli 1072X 114 00 03d 199 5X0 

BrSEhSmCeisAcc IMX0 115X0 0® 1X9 5X0 
BntMlSO 205 DO 307 50 2.05 1® 0TO ! 

BrttHOMta 208X0 21140 3.10 1® 900 

ton icaio 10010 0TO *78X000 

Coronraa Bond 7720 aai3 0X7 611X500 

EfiwgUUsGMn 69® 73 99 0 88 OK) 5ft 

tow *51 TO J73 30 D.lt 000 5 00 


IfghhcemPHo 1183 13.70 0» 265 525 

Income Acc 1163XQ 1TO7® BOO DM SIS 

Dnmnc *07® *33ft 290 260 525 

am Acc *6.43 41)8 OM DOB S3S 

Oner* he 4623 4917 0® 030 515 

Strata to Act 307 70 337 » -0 70 DOO 525 

Strata to he 244 40 260JTO -O® 03* 525 

TrarMarmcAct 1339P 141® -220 OM !2S 

taratacadnc i»70 1*3® IJ OOO 525 

Hired [tan 

FTSE 100 Iractar 186.40 106*0 1TO 15* 100 

BmgtaarBCM FM)Ud 

R0- an 37GG ■nmhroot, CM 14 4EB 
Bfllpltae: 0171 475 5B3Z, Deata 01 T1 4757354 


Amer Smata Cos 27410 291JU -0 (C D00 5® 

AmerSirttoAcc 2X3 87 301 77 X XI 000 5® 

Bond tre Acc 14309 1*811 041 580 Jft 

Bond lucerne 117® 1222* 0-33 5X0 3ft 

ton Pi MW! 1*000 14B 93 -0.15 0 *5 S® 


tom Sceata to IJ110 139® 055 DM 5 00 Eenm PnWbilAcc 141 75 150 79 -0 15 0 *5 5® 


«« 48610 230 ZSW 500 
I?7l GO 134600 1250 OH 500 


Europe* 1 Fee 

EripreSradaSS 


401 15 *16 75 -0® 003 5 50 
3W7? 277 U -033 000 550 


GtoMBaawtlhc 2()i 53 21)23 X15 0 8W5IS 
GUMBenlAcc 28-73 3® X(E 4.40X3C 

OKnlGieRDiAa 14&7* is5*i 058 0.127 5X5 

SoOJGuOi he 1*076 IM 45 0 58 0.13 53 

GwaWlWaAcc 276 7J IB3 48 13 1X3 bft 

ODOriUBKeanc 276 7? 29340 115 1X3 SS 

G0U6 bid Res 58 02 62 05 Xfl DM 5ft 

KTO hcame Aee 5327 5668 0 57 2«. 525 

Hpi mamcinc 5291 56 JO 0 57 265 525 

• HorKQH»fciBi!ec izi 73 nr 51 3 *0 2.36* 525 

HwKgiCWaanhs 1ZB ?3 IJ751 3*0 2 36X 515 
JmweCnetiAcc 109U 200 84 0 33 0 00 5 25 

- JBtt*seGr«0*c IB9X* 2TO.84 023 POO SIS 

, itoamoi Aor U3 52 irocs in 1 40 3® 

MHBmcIhc HI U 136 50 ID 1« 3 50 

. FSOficSieran he 153X1 1S46I 290 066 515 

Peacnalhe 15954 170 0 083 283(525 

- PnOcatnAa 410® 438 82 216 1X2*525 

UK Gw* Acc 116 JI 123 67 1 32 1 05 5 25 

UK GuB he 103 R 11015 MS 105 S25 

UMnaettcc 274 M) 17548 210 216X000 

IKWtohC 272. S3 273 90 2 09 1 14X0 DO 

I Ulu!J«iSn*toAcc 145® 1ii59 X36 1 76X525 

IKAktyionKauir IJG 7Q 14427 4) JJ I 76x 5ft 

UXGdrSFjcHmAee; 74® 7734 005 5I5XJUI 

UWjBSfdWhc 53 55 ib» 00* 525X3X2 


UK XcyGWKBhC 
UKSnuflo to 
UXBUriCftoAcf 
UKBtaOhtnc 
US Grown 

tamtacEahtte 

Asafratai to 

firaeChh 

BtaeCnpAct 

CaimKUgd 

towusHttoAcc 

EquhrbcAct 

Ehriy hcome 

EjitanlAcc 

Friop ontaM 

EacneanFurttofc 

CMaHtaihe 

anHgeKAcc 

aeriPmcm 

GUnffTvtJnAcc 

W,&Ctifia 

beam* State 

hpmS hareAct 

Stalng Bond 

5DTOaflpnioAcc 

SZVocsraHgiiinc 

UT Gw AiX 
UMJBOW 
UfenogtoAcc 


579: 6195 D33 0 TO* 5ft AroermtoAcc 
47 15 MM DOT 1® 5 25 i AuSBtoi&Wn 
549O0 585 70 5® 0® 5 25 i AtottMiiGenAB 
301.40 £100 3 DO 0 58 5ft ! BXreOBl 
34960 3CT40 -190 0 TO 5ft BritolAce 


E FDott Fora Han Ud 

4661 4956 0 43 1 TO 526 

37B/0 *0053 3 65 DBS' 526 
383 M 407 93 391 0C 5 26 
1»® 160 36 0 80 3 90 ' 5 2o 

157 76 167 74 0 « 3 90 515 

33X0 3*0 39 4 23 1 18 5 36 

207 93 271 08 2 69 2 IB 526 1 Cendmdi 

11031 11* 46 1 05 5 17 3 63 Euraoan 

106 IJ T1011 1 00 5 17 3 S3 I iw— . 

20562 2HO i 72 0 00 5 26 

»£ 9919 Oil * 53 363 
101D4 10*91 0 12 *53 363 
16201 I7T76 1 35 0 70X416 
1723b IMft IJ* 0 70 526 
79 30 C432 3 79 1 16 576 I Ejtra hCO 


AmerjuttoAcc 19350 20AD0 110 OTO 5 OP 
AusBhTO&to 212.10 D4 30 -241) 1 68 500 

! Autthsn&GenAec 281 90 29820 -310 158 STO 

| She eng 10*50 1 05 DC 079 1*4 DM 

BtaCMpAcc 331 TO 33335 2 51 244 ft® 

Srhai Onps 71ft 76 DO Oft 2 19 iM 

Bnah Oopt Ace 265 ® :bqxo oao 219 500 

CasUAa 1520.30 1607 X0 2 90 U6 STO 

toad Inc iftD )0 1279 70 I J) 1 36 5 60 

CmmauiGM 31110 329 00 -100 125 5X0 

CrrmdrySGffllAcc 487 ® 49* 40 X TO I 26 5 TO 

Jiunt Bam 3110 3121 001 5J0XJ0O 

amend 59 00 62.40 0 60 3ft 500 

Chndfnd ACC 208® 504 X0 2 70 3 29 5 00 

towm 98890 104580 8» 049 5DO 

EuopeaiAce 1230 40 1354 10 10 78 0 *9 5 TO 
Eurpn Eatdmd 12100 1Z88O 0M 244 STO 

Eupn ftridenlAa: i£4® 17410 070 2*4 a DO 


Fonotai 

■ aeranAtx 

■ Grown he 
. Hqm* me Acc 
I wpo ncem 

rtgn fwta Sard 
hcem 

hinnaaau) Bond 
WGrawir, 

Japan 

Managed Arc 
Uaraged net 
'jrioreal 
Oeonri Ace 


15836 1M46 U9 0 63 S00 
2262! 2*069 1.*S 103XG0Q 
13 74 22738 -138 I0»6W 
»J9 726* D51 4 01X00) 
50ft 53X8 D 38 4Q1X6O0 
1*J7 H141 4)07 1*3X4 00 
45738 *87 21 2ft 1 73*600 
1*9*2 15853 DM 386 600 
5321 56 60 -038 0 0W £00 
29 £ 3172 OH 000 400 
377 80 348 X0 -255 136 6X0 
31708 337 31 -2*8 1J6 600 
11077 11783 2D2 OOO 6M 
H5 70 ' 23 08 CM OOP 600 


to#* he Acc 129.10 136 60 0X0 3. FOX 

EentyBchc 12OSU 127ft ODD 170X 

Far Era Act 17020 135B0 a® 003 

Far Era he 12380 130M 050 0BZ 

town ACC 02210 735.10 MO 0J4X 

Groat! he 21*60 227.80 M0 03tt 

GrKurProg.Vx 1057XD 1118X0 3X0 033 

GrtEurPrngK 6X350 70110 2X0 0 33 

MmUMtfAcr 80290 84980 4X0 035 

tmnadsrainc £7530 waan no 035 

IBMnerUd he 614ft 650X0 -530 OOO 

, aMntt&MMb 744JD 787X0 -059 0X0 

Becnery Acc 12090 136*0 0X0 0X3 

I Hustery he 12680 13110 0® 0X3 

(JKfiGamgAcc 481.70 509 70 0® 1.19 

UWGenPtexjh: 40470 428X0 0.70 1.19 

UmWhnmAcc 26970 205.40 1.70 3X2 

UXHigdncemhc 205.70 21770 1X0 3X2 

Saera 6 PnmiraTargte ltd 

16-22 ttttnBt nmnOmBHU 

cwt—Qaiii 

BroUrftaK 0600 7Z7 77B 

iflTTO 
15360 
44 81 
B473 

3^ TO 
9?.n 
7GB7 
!CSS 
456D 
50170 
5344 
29X7 
850ft 


I Pan Eurawjn Aa 101 48 107 95 0 59 Oft 6011 
; Harwich Uataa W Mtajyuj 
toll Decoa Act 13680 1X80 DC 6TOX0X0 
EiaODeanEd D 1 56 54|Ud) D44 0.77 6ft 

OoMCaCU X 6S iKSJJ 013 0X3 400 

! GUtt Bine Q1 5I44I&H 4)07 3 70 5X0 


Eutnan to 

tonSneCroAo: 


8100 3630 Q TO 0 00 5 00 

Sift 86 60 0 10 OOO 500 


12*4* 132 £ 0 0 5 32 5 16 J Furi d hv To 


taanaMd Acc ITOOffl) 1355X0 13.C0 0 45 5 00 EmnStvetoAcc 21660 231)51 -0 34 OOO 450 


J«on 377ft 339® -3X Oil) 5 TO 

Japan Smaller to 75*00 n4 10 -1G3 000 200 

Loth Aircnca 9251 96*1 0J9 1 49 5 15 

Mjnaaed 29*00 312® 255 1 88X 5 00 

Pacific 71 16 76 77 1 96 0 97 S 00 

UKSnctato 6*10 TO 19 013 1 70 5X0 

Bank ol Scotland 

FT3Z 100 toewr 105 4Q|Ukn 1® 227 3® 

hcevno IWTOlUWr OK) 692 330 

Wond Cnjunn H0*!)iltai 3 70 DOO 3® 


1 50 2ft 3® 
000 632 330 
3 70 0 00 3® 


iaectaff fiata Itadtad 

11 Bnadway, SInthMd. UndDi, E1S 481 
easterner Http Peak: 01 81 9224000 
Oal raced Tnrrtt 


ojAtamiyw im» ira® 010 64(K 0 do 

Cade 100 10 100 10 DOO 4.69* 6W 

'ton Acc 140® 140® 0M 4 £9 ODD 

Cartoned hcome 600 70 65* ID 640 IBS 575 


596*0 63800 370 116X525 
13*70 14J30 1® 078 5 00 
496*0 HO 10 3ft 0 03* 5IS 
27F50 :« .» Oft *95 515 
3*790 371.30 2 70 093 515 


GOTHS 
GBVWdAcc 

GMrai ftnriy Acc . . .. _ . 

QOU Ee&riv 1717* I8I03 096 0 71 S® | UKSndrG««c 

(tgliTHS 2*500 26063 161 2 83 5® 1 

Hgn field Act 88104 94568 “ 48 2 S3 SOT 1 Cum And B 

Japae 35537 37805 -IDT 0 80 5 5D M Gam CKAcr 

Jaw Acc 359 X 382 15 -1 TO 0TO 5® hfl&vWCKU 

toJjn Specea 713-'jl 232.55 0.M OIK) 5M I fjrontotlWAAa 

JJOanSpecoiAcc 21994 23365 D61 0® 5® EeirpnGwtnciAlnc 

UmaOngcniAcc 63 Kr 86 59 0® OOO tM Amrijam 

UOMtawni 61.70 64 69 0 57 000 4D0 j FnHJfljrn ACC 

Uoaey Mane 10879 186.79 OOl 393 Dft I farfraQUfWA; 

ten America 730ft 2*4 72 -202 ODD SOT I FafEnjarTiAhc 

nnAmencaAcr 28126 301 13 -2.47 DOO 5® japanGrowCA 

(kraal hcome 40 02 *| ft 0 03 1£5 4 00 JapwGmQB 

Own hcem Ace 59® R49 D06 1& 400 I tenAmerGpOAAe 

(Wensnca Acc 1127X7118101 1® 5*6 4X0 ■ UmAmertJiCJAJ/i 
Fwacncc isr.io i6»» 012 S*8 j(Ki re Ewiv G«i C 

Smafcrto 1*610 155*2 Oft 0 71 5® U* ftirWOAAce 

Snuta Cm Act 206ft 219*5 0ft 071 5® UK Gw-otl CEAlnc 
TkjwAcc 190 1? 1990? 2M OOO *» . 

Thee 18Q96 189*8 171 000 * 00 BraflMlMII 

IMSraeStAa 275J9J aw 0 442W 053 4 TO 
UKGrawt! 1 151 S4 128611 1042 058 4X0 

UKlatoi 515® 51 BIS 119 1X8 Oft edrahensrw 

UR IKta Act 975 67 980 57 211 IM 0X0 M geam -a: 

UK Mld-to Act IDW481DB1 13 2 86 0 2* *00 UcefngJW 
IRWto 527 75 55281 146 024 *00 towntaai* 

TO.SmatWto 141 *3 148 09 0 49 0 TO *M QUF*! . 

IfltSmribttoAee 1B942 17740 0ft 0X0 4 00 GradMAK 

1 ■-■ ■ ra 11 .i n 1 nonv 

EaotaSbt it ta am uj : 

Grown 57 79 fill! DU 1 69 5® -Uun 

hcome An 5627 5954 000 5.**x5® raantecnra 

KCanwhc 52TO 5571 000 544X5® Facdic 

r/K hdBi Dactar 6151 £8 14 000 < 61 5 SO WiOTKelTaeA 


1*197 14999 014 431 S50 
55538 S06 7O (1® 431 550 
1W52 19155 IC 0 73 150 


CMlBi Asset B 
MGanClUcc 
hUGwincm 


asassr 

5W U0(La&Fwlln!x B95 55% OW SISOR ' mCeiaKainc 

5 SJ I/k 5 w 1 M*k 4 cc 348. 73 28288 2 £2 IM 515 ' nnUVjM 

SOT UMtaiMhoimehc 2*517 >4)90 2 78 Z MX 515 ( 

5 50 uRSeftcKdLipKA^ 8E53 H 7b 1 18 076 515 . JeAnsoa Fry 

550 URSaededOcccmc J653 9ift 118 075 535 lEnawGnram 

£50 I UbSntttohr »a60 2313 CU 107 525 OMOJ Cronffi 


208 60 285 H 02* 1 07 5 25 


uawyMane 
ten America 
nnAmneaAcr 
Oraa hcome 


Pietaencc 
SmaRcrto 
Snuta Cm Act 
Tver Acc 
T«50 

l* SrOP&Acc 
UKGprah 
UKUKta 
UR IKta ACC 
ik ud. to act 
(KMWto 
ue.SmjftrCos 
IKSotthttoAec 


EvcnGwnOAAct 281(8 <IA3i 
EUpntonCKhC I4QJ?tLWr 
A mo t yu n mil 211 

AtnaigsDAcc 303 9* 215 
fartastODCMAa 3D2 3Jttfrdi 
Fa^taKdViAhc 280 49 'Midi 
JoatoCt 95 ti ■5Kj 

JaparGan □ 3 94 64 1UIJ1 

WnAmaGpCIAAcr 7TOXJ ruer 
umAmaGjflAimc 6i* 55 rUtdj 
tCEcutn toOA inaSiCrir 
U* 0yir:a OAACC 30? I* rilMl 
(ft. IrrtlWrc 2558Gi'JH| 


045 *8 iWd -708 OK 5X0 

915 16(7.901 -610 0 52 5 00 

701(0 iIASi 590 0 4S 5 00 
;4af7r«dr SOI 0*5 5 00 
700 51 21101 31 s ODD STO 
303 94 215 U 3ft 00) 560 
HEJtiMrd' 8 02 Oft 5 TO 


7 65 DIB 500 1 (rrfaau 

I 10 014 5 00 Bdon 
1 0S 0X0 * 00 | toots* 

>65 000 5U0 , For Ejaem 
2.92 0 00 5X0 I Fstanciaf OSDS 
-0 53 0 00 5 TO 1 Fuel It dw Trust. 
■0* 163 5 00 I Ghttt OnpcrB 


Moc»V trenme 
| lira JJM" 

1 SJjtEt Gro Hi 
TriroTO 
uk Grown 
UK hcome 

J hiitar nut Trad 

ton 

CorpurataW 

FrdODJ 

Bdon 

toceas 

For Eraan 
financial Ope 


178 73 190 04 0 57 5 £ 5ft 
12*16 i?916 018 581 3 S3 
12114 137 36 0 19 5 82 3 63 
1 55 09 137 41 -2 29 5 26X I® 
£7? 81 72282 JW HI 526 
M2 D1 57629 3*8 I '3 516 
414 32 AJdM 090 *ft 526 
389® 3081* OtJ *26 5ft 
688 J6 700 5; 103 * 85 0 75 
371 58 ?7( IJ 055 e*. 0?S 
IC" 0l 11)30 l)JJ 0 30 5ft 


lWe« 'oflJ 2 3? OOT 5(10 
*5 758 IW 75 I TJ Oft 5D0 
99ft ’Wft 07) bib *ft 
126ft 133 M 2« 050 5 00 
2M32 2'2W 0-90 0 68 500 
100 02 IK 16 1 ^6 D GO STO 
191 76 20292 1 4£ 096 SQ0 
1*8.8 ISO 1C 1 39 2 60 500 


Etta heunr Acc ft3« 60 2387 M 8 00 3 »» 5 TO 
Etta hcome un» 83410 2 10 380*500 
6 90 0 *5 5 00 


FUM Ol mlaAcc 1710 ft ign 2D 13 70 Q 45 5 00 


hcome Acc 
nla Trader Act 
hde> iracm he 
HI Grown 
umGrawm Acc 
uvnenna Aee 
un neemc 
Janan 
Japan Acc 


etaagad Graven 
Uaiagad hcome 
ftnston Emui 

RflCUW) 


intoue>Tiachng Cl 1 59 99 |Um 
Japan Cram (3 1 7lX6r»di 
KiraarlHEt 186 77 19G 

NBiAmenetti S*£1 ILWI 
I USSrikCeS Cl 1 *989 Mdi 

AaaPMttcOl 

PertohaCi 1 57 16 |BMj 

Prewry 98 56 1®. 

5 E Ada O 1 60 67 1UH1 

Capwafc Bond 0 1 5I®iHn 
UK tenure I 6057 (MW! 

URGTOMiOl U16 ikRA 

UK Eryriy mean* 56 77 ftlKfl 

IK Smttfi C« a 1 62 83 (MlS 

UMnetateteO a 1 59l7iWai 


0W M uteri tat Mgra Ud 

•toon Etta he 54 IQ 


2® EG I'JHt -0 52 1 E3 5 DO Otmti 4 horn 
' . ' I FtBUhe oma 

‘iS» Hi IX X® 3ft £00 1 temAmencra 
91310 SSI 20 13ft CM 6 CO I wg™ 5 t^ 
113 ft 122.70 010 5 57 3® 1 \W Vi r V. 

14130 1*6 70 0 20 557 j® ; 

I® 33 1U90 0*0 *M GOO lamina 
61680 6*020 2W 0(7 COT Bulge tnerane 

SE1 ip 315 70 3 30 0 76 8(» [ EtaTOeSieiiM 

SOI® 397 CC 3® 0 76 COT t ton»eS«c3BA 

2T) Til IQO 10 1 M 7 )5 E OO | mmine GronDi 

26200 iWH) ZI0 O 00*600 i hcem £ lirawti 
10EIS 11(1® ICO 0 00 EDO [ Smotar to 
£ft 10 ME 00 040 0M too | 

570*0 :-66IO 7® 059 6 00 ( 

154® fWSO I JO 1 32 0 03 


£11, £1 27 000 4 75 Dm 

483? 5MS OW 6»*TO SS53 a= 

12936 130 1* DC 0 59' 5 00 ! 

_46*1 Mil <1 25 0 00 7TO 
jlr-81 33627 14.1 0 19 500 ISHHlrCnsA 
XD1& 38300 4 50 DTO 500 
84X4 cjrn 042 0£? 5ft 
«*4 £7«. 0:p 000 £25 
»1p4 G*9» QUO 04^4 525 
58 92 K 73 1ft 1 TO 5ft 

•146 l.'l C-T J 67« 4 25 
H040 ’(2 12 121 182 £00 
66 41 703* 4J49 0OJ SI 5 
128 ie 136 78 C n 117 5 M 
7901 8* ft 05) 0 42* 415 


Gdl&FaMhc 7601 76 13 ODD 4 TO 000 ^,^ ^ 1 

Gd&FudMncAct 201 61 26205 0 23 4 TO 0 00 WJaMxn3ai ° fl ' 

Geld S Genera J390 35 60 4)50 03* S00 OWMaterita 

Goid&GenAir 41 30 43 80 X® 0 14 4 00 Etta he 

mrTWCrueuiUArc 57 M S7.W 006 680x0X0 ' AamCttttKAcc 
Kon'OdCepflnndhc 5S 80 56 09 0 07 b 8UX 0 0U I trwrgniAaaPcc 

2497 24 97 0 0U 4ft 0 00 I EmerSr^Sie 

45® 4810 040 310 500 I toKCTtowti 

“t? 2 ?!? 5J5 jFumm 481^0 5FJXD 430 POT 550 

StnS EertewarAa 51IW 446ft 450 001 550 

mm iS -S ' (WOTKono I4i 90 15710 590 189 5® 

!«« iSSS S S2S ?2S i KIOTO tojAtt 179 60 I913D 710 169 550 

HISS Sv5 J;?S ?2? 1 HI KlgdPtPAcc 11560 123 20 DiO DO0X5® 

?J2 ?S '«l*40«nne 10170 1OT40 0 50 0 09X 5K 

ftJ 8 COT ;SS iiss? - ra MK4ir a< ” sa> 

J3ph ! acc 3190 3360 X 30 n TO 4 00 LmnAorato 

Jam Srnade to 11240 1I9ft DIO 000 500 ! JjttiAjiesCctAcc 

JananSufittoAet 12120 IV 10 DID 0TO 500 Mon Am Act 

Uaragad Grawen 34 10 J4 UOObO 8£0OO Norn Amor nt 

Uaugad hcome 38 ED 3391 013 3*9* 000 PutnaFfEa 

Penstai tonal 1504 60 !£*2 30 7jo <84 2 00 ZmOiMm 

6120 6500 O® 135 400 Swiss Eetotas AcC 145l0 15490 5® 0 88X550 

"iS ‘-IS SS l? 4 , »■ 1" 5 m sot 

29S J2S IMhMAcc 5117 55 ft 145 000 5® 

ISs s 22 i»akw*iwacc into ham 090 laixaro 

iiS 2fS UR MERMtlrilnE 10750 10900 090 181X000 

3S97D 383*0 3 B0 060 500 unGnranAcC -- - - 

9I» MW ?*l S® IK Gnrati he 

ft, 1,4 BO 2 00 21, 500 LIA Uamv Jerarar 

709 SO 1007 X0 I? 4J1 0 92 SID S MmvMMMC 0745 

959WZ0726C 1410 OBJ 5D0 WorSnto 

MntmtteAcc 


13680 1X80 DIE 6 03X 0X0 

56 5* IRtaO 044 0.77 50p 

OTTO ilftn 013 0X3 500 

5144IIM 4)07 3 70 500 

SS 99 |l«m 4)14 0*7 5X0 

7185 rUdr 4)15 0M STO 

186 77 19611 111 160X500 

5* £1 lURU OX 0X0 500 

*989 (Kali -065 0M 500 

« 73 toJi 03Z 0 79 50) 

57 18 |UdJ OX Ml 500 

98 a 103.75 0.14 4 44 5J» 

60 67 1UH1 082 0B* 5TO 

515b iMtn 005 480 STO 

6057 (WO) 083 l« £J« 

8316rHd) O® 10* 500 

5B 77 (Mid) 053 413 500 

61 83 (IM 4)01 213 5.(81 

S9I7 iUd| OSD 143 SD0 


Sratr CosAtc 
S81 Era AM 
SHraAstaAcc 
IB Eouny 

URESOlyACC 
ijf Grown 
l* Grown Act 


5*10 55 M 026 371 1 0O 

56-37 57 67 Oft JL71 1X0 

12* TO I JA 00 1 GO 8H 5SQ 

132 . 10 131 10 1 70 0 53 5 50 

12080 134 90 050 1 15 S5Q 

48)70 5IATO 430 OOl 550 

51198 446 ft *50 001 5J0 

l£i» 15710 5 90 169 SH 

17960 19130 710 189 5» 

115G0 123 20 0® D00X5® 

1017a u» *0 0® a cox 5 so 

0583 9062 OS OM 5® 

«64 90«3 4)31 DM 550 

58 13 61 17 -OOl 0X9 £50 

59 75 6)90 -0X1 066 SJQ 

31680 334 90 -3 40 0X0 £M 

Z97 40 314 80 -120 0M 5® 

256 60 2S130 1 Hi OH 1X0 

14330 152® O® 0 00X5® 


359 70 380 *0 JB0 0 60 5 00 
57X0 WOO 07Tj 217 500 
2MM 274 80 2D0 217 SOT 
iron® 100.-® mn 053 sen 
195990 207260 1410 OBJ 5D0 


HdMk Grow® 103 30 MOft 0 80 0 56 5 00 

HttlB & Smuru M Mart IM 

HMham 114)0 11430 0 30 4 J7 3X11 

4IG01 JJ1.J n-1 1 ..a ana \ *• FhrtttO 24930 15700 0® 11* 100 

i?iu “-.i? S3- it? ?K ! h* PDfUetti tee 30910 31870 0 70 IT* 300 

UK 100 Co Aa 20* XO 2D4 00 l« Ifti DM 

IK 100 COBB 1 91 30 19230 I JO MU OOT 

Uk S«M Ftfio 243 10 250 60 1 TO D9S 30(1 

UR SefeefWAcc 305 HO 314 90 200 095 3 TO 


IJRABIdtanrtc 107® 10900 0X0 1S1R0«| 
17150 190 ID 170 1 65 5® 
173 20 16**0 1 60 1 65 5SQ 

50 25 was 000 5J4 0X0 

UR ManoyUlUWC 8745 87 55 OOl 51* O 00 

Worldwide 289 70 30710 -1 10 DOT 550 

UtattwideAcc 311 10 329 70 -1» 0.(0 550 

wWdittKftmWM tlfim raio OIO 349X5® 

tVMMdeftndhc 7271 7B 84 0 03 3 *9X 5® 

nucmttMi now new 200 aoo sis 

[ rHACjpGwmtec 110® 118® 200 ODD 5X5 


Scoffljfcw 
srancad 
Wwd*te. 
etsCBparatt 

BBCaoGrwWVX 

Ca» 
toil ax 
comm Acc 

carp** he 
tan DMA Act 

s&. 

Emtondhc 


anpenAcc 
GkMM 
Qotdhc 
tall Bond Acc 
M DondM 
HEoirTlttrAcc 
HEWlttK 
kdSBriegy 

iSSiS 

NBMWUgCE 
HMmBlcartjc . 


1BO.DD 18S.OT 

12209 127 ft 
1HJ8 72000 
101 JO 101® 
12860 129J0 
11020 110.10 
10920 10180 
54X8 57® 
656X0 004X0 
1053 TO 111300 
9141 100 JO 
95«1 10020 
825 JO K2SD 
08330 93120 
39320. 415.40 
36050 38080 
11950 15J0 

«xa ioan 

111^0 112.40 
10700 106M! 
89.72 105.60 
245X0 2SBJ0 
57* ffl.44 
591 JO 624.70 
55210 EBX60 


HMIT1HCTW ax ** w 

SSgSSffiiS 

SEMA 133.10 140*70 

um^Uacc 111® 111® 

KuRiriK 106X0 107 JO 

U^eMiWfcW 114ft 11470 

UKF«9dlrah>ti 1MJ0 i«« 

LKhtnAcc 16M0 lBft 
in Mr hC 16070 16070 
ffiri S ti Aini itote 108 10 108X0 
UtaStriTttMK 107X0 108X0 
31 18 32X4 

ffijSEtoEc 524.10 55170 

aRtoc 313® 331ft 

tan an ,u*n 


IXCSrtCosAec 

ut5aerC ^L 

UKSpeo raaaAc c 
UKSpecKiSWhc 


740.30 154® 
133.70 14130 
232X0 34570 
IBS 70 20040 




FAGF Sratai UK A SMBlWrt OM 0X6 5 TO 

fa® smaiH URC 61 ft tort 0-ig orn 

FWFWftrai til.HtoS-, 0.^ 271 sxo 
FAP Ma Pnflc 35 31 jd a? ujju " jv 
FAP Cash 4851 5032 0M 333 4M 

Sp Emm*lri»n 37 7* 3341 (130 '« J® 

“ST *85 'BS oS 3S 88 

FAP JW 3500 37^ Ojj* 

FAP M)rtl AnW 1MX0 114.70 3.M O.M AM 

ttwmlem Grown 3034 74 04 0J2 DOT 3X0 

HnnW ham 7l 66 75.43 0.70 3M 

F*?Tw 95.06 9927 037 OXO 4J» 


doc Ml Kan Ul 

101.E(f 113 ft 0X0 
101X0 113ft 000 
moo 185 40 2ft 
12180 12020 1.40 
7197 7900 0.46 


65.41 89ft D.74 318 400 
® 36 8094 012 507 4X0 


hMariTrosiWoh rax? 7900 o.*6 

Una 9061 94 88 0X0 

AterQMd Ea 1933X5 20F4XB 11X8 

Pmnara umo iftft Oft 

s^aTcm 275ft 300® -an 


197 qi 510.70 0.77 125 6XO 
100ft IMft oxi 453 vm 
1B325 195W 0® 

134 JS 13015 XXS 5 95X 4 00 
184 M 107 ® 1ft 3M 
212X9 227 V 0110 X 0000 

337X0 41100 7.10 US «S 
25210 31070 5 20 1 55 52S 


Soda 
Enup 
lEdlKAaDT 
UK Grown 
(A ham Acc 
UKhctmht 


10025 0 00 
27M0 5.70 
157 70 210 
728.10 1ft 
27*30 2X0 
193® M3 
011ft 4ft 


155X0 16*® -0® 
107 10 11390 1ft 
9945 105X0 OXO 
9945 106ft 080 


101.40 10840 ueu 
13440 142® 0 60 

S IS 99X4 1ft 
79 H5X3 a77 
15670 186X0 -Oft 
139 « 14770 Oft 
95 89 (02.45 1JT 




■t m -1 1 


tewefc*£t|GnhA£t 54ft 
MefKOcOtiAec 5757 
Carpamh Bond Acs ?1.10 
Corportt) Band M 5025 
EmmaaiRAcc 54J7 
an Atom acc esa? 
Sob AtofMhc 6229 
ordifitacAcc 0iG7 
Grfli&hchc 4BJ» 
UCoGrtlAcc 5604 
japmsrEq&mtee 6148 
UnmdAcc 86J0 
IRttMt 38 33 

UKQOInc 3763 

UKEqHGwAAcc 159JO 
UKEntrHVdvAa: 8137 

UKHMlOttlttK 56X9 
urematfeE 54 7B 
IKSmKasAcc GOTO 


au aoo iso 

122 093 350 
Oft ITS 3X0 
nil 373X300 
1.48 022 3® 
0B2 MO ODD 
074 1 70X000 
Oft 338 300 
an 333X100 
0X2 Oft 3J0 
1.48 aoo 1® 
1ft 154 5® 
Oft 522 3X0 
025 52ZX3XD 
1.10 Oft 150 
097 115 1ft 
0X7 USX 3ft 
0.17 134 5ft 
-003 038 5® 


Btege rienroe *1691 **?S2 B3E *4J £ OT I Ei 

Enmnori&rcSffl *104 bi J* 1)20 225 5 00 ' 

tonweSeesaBtet 65(c ronr a?a 125 ,oq t ■» , 

Fyrameaeran ®7? fix: xor 137, sso f!f] 

hamSljrawDi 109 47 li£^. 1 17 229 5 so [E; 

arutato 12721 1)534 <11* »4*,ss0 l W ‘ 


2594 2754 DIE 019 £ft 
5355 MB OOl 6 07* 0M 
8949 7433 0 86 0 41 BOO 

iraxo 179 20 1ft 010 525 
1*3 60 IK 40 -a ip 0M 5 25 
84® B9 75 -0 06 0 5* 5 25 
H6® 123 70 070 23 525 
158 90 168 70 -040 OQZXSft 
11510 12 20 05D 1 14* 525 
65 09 09.55 -0 29 0 DOT 5 IS 

127*8 134 90 -100 ODD 525 
I487Q 157® OM 005 525 
64 36 8032 003 I 38 525 




ft -1.36 OOO 52S 
99 -4K 0 00 515 
77 rift 000 5ft 
77 -4 ft aoo 5 ft 
60 2U 047 525 
02 123 IJ47 525 
3) M3 0X0 515 
04 M3 000 525 
J 94 034 525 
3X3 034 5ft 
0ft 4X2 5ft 
2.79 2 *2 5ft 
73506 1003 220 5ft 

S ]£5 516 0 08 5ft 
1X5 52? 000 5ft 
38879 -134 OE S25 
387 04 -1 03 0 02 5ft 
20327 0X0 0 00 5» 
20327 098 MB Sft 
Z7.» 02? 13.77 525 
Oft 0 77 Sft 
aoo 5 5 i aoo 

Oft 810 3 10 
0® 8® 110 
0.29 fe te 3ft 
027 618 3ft 
1 34 008 Sft 
2.02 1.42 5ft 
2 30 1C 5ft 
018 I IB 525 
017 1.16 Sft 
041 067 525 
041 067 Sft 
0 44 2® Sft 
2.44 0 TO 5ft 
2.45 0 « 5ft 


ISM 44 53 115 000X500 
31ft 38> 19 025 Ojm 500 
£0.18 70 M 1.57 0® 5® 
34740 761 70 3 30 Or 500 
66ft 70.08 OT) 4 KX500 
6100 64® OS 000X500 
112.10 11500 100 aooxsu 


ijf * £> 1 


















































iSl'FNO 








THE INDEPENDENT 

Thursday S April 1999 


BUSINESS/19 


News Analysis: Companies say: You can do it in cyberspace, so why can’t you do it on TV? 








Drug firms 
demand right 
to advertise 


THE IMMINENT launch of a 
new blockbuster drug by Smith- 
Kline Beecham is set to reopen 
the long-standing debate over 
the advertising of medicines on 
television and newspapers. 

The UK group is expected to 
receive regulatory approval 
from the US authorities for 
Avandia, a revolutionary new 
treatment for diabetes, at the 
end of the month. The drug, be- 
lieved to be more effective and 
to cause fewer side -effects than 
rivals, is crucial to SKB’s future. 

With projected annual sales 
of over $lbn (£630m) by 2002, 
p Avandia could boost SKB's sales 
for years to come, changing the 
company’s profile in the same 
way the ulcer compound Zantac 
transformed Glaxo Wellcome 
fromamediurn-azeddnigcOTn- 
pany into a pharmaceutical paw- 
erhouse. 

. SKB will not declare its 
intentions unto after regulatory 
approval but, given Avandia's 
importance, industry experts 
believe it w01 support the prod- 
uct launch with amass market- 
ing campaign on the US media. 

A series of high-profile 
advertisements for Avandia 
wouW highlight the gulfbetween 
the US, where drug advertising 
is allowed and Europe, where 
both European Union and 
national laws have imposed a 
blanket ban on drug adverts. 

The debate over pharma- 
ceuticals marketing has been 
going on for some time, but it is 
set to heat up in coming years 
as the growth <rf the Internet is 
Mowing large holes in Euro- 
pean media laws. 

, In the US, strong lobbying by 

' ^pharmaceutical groups led the 
authorities to aflowdirert-to-can- 
sinner advertising (DTCi in 
i August 1997. Hie ruling, which 
followed years in which compa- 
nies were heavily restricted in 
marketing their products; 
opened thefloodgates of adver- 
tising investment Last year; the 
US pharmaceutical industry 


BY FRANCESCO GUERRERA 

spent over $1.2bn on marketing 
products to the public, with 
around half of that going to pro- 
mote medicines that can oofor be 
prescribed by a doctor 

TV spots, such as the one fea- 
turing the former Republican 
presidential candidate Bob Dole 
promoting the impotence treat- 
ment Viagra, struck a chord 
with a health- obsessed public 
and contributed to an n per cent 
rise in US drug sales to nearly 
JlDOtan. Drug adverts are new a 
regular feature erf US prime-time 
TC and have also been shown 
during the American football 


Spending on prescription 
drugs advertising. 5m 
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Super Bowl, the biggest TV 
event in the US. 

Supporters of the American 
system daim that DTC benefits 
patients because it raises their 
disease awareness. Recent fig- 
ures show that last year; adver- 
tising prompted over 20 millio n 
Americans to talk to their doc- 
tors about Alnesses they had 
nevermentianed before. The ad- 
verts proved particularly effec- 
tive for diseases such as 
diabetes, depression and heart 
ailments, where cases may not 




be diagnosed John Kamp, of the 
American Association of Ad- 
vertising Agencies, said: “Gov- 
ernment agencies and medical 
professionals can use their tods 
until they are blue in the face and 
not reach the people that could 
be reached through television.* 1 

Others believe that direct 
advertising of prescription med- 
icines fosters a healthier rela- 
tionship between patients and 
doctors. Robert Jones, the di- 
rector of corporate policy at 
Glaxo, agrees. "The role of the 
patient is changing The patient 
is much less of a passive recip- 
ient of medicines than years 
ago. The idea that the doctors 
know best is dying-* 

But if DTC has such a bene- 
ficial impact on the pharma- 
ceutical industry and its 
customers, why has it not been 
introduced in Europe? 

Opponents of advertising 
believe that adopting the US pol- 
icy could have devastating socral 
and economic implications for 
the European healthcare 
industry. From a financial view- 
point, national governments are 
dead against a system that could 
inflate strained health budgets. 

As the US experience shows, 
DTC increases demand for med- 
icines as more and more people 
get to know about treatments. 
Last year Sobering Plough spent 
an astonishing $l82m on media 
promotions ofitsallergyproduct 
Claritin and saw sales leap by 31 
percent to $2 J3bn. 

Soaring drug sales are not a 
government concern in the US. 
where the bulk of healthcare 
expenditure is funded by private 
insurance schemes. In Europe, 
however, an advertising-led 
boom in medicine sales would 
have to be met by public 
expenditure and would jeopar- 
dise many governments' efforts 
to cut health and social securi- 
ty budgets. One industry figure 
said- “There is no way EU gov- 
ernments would go the way of 
theUS.Itis just too expensive.” 



Marketing dreams: Former US presidential candidate Bob Dole, here with his wife 
Elizabeth, lent his support to the impotence drug Viagra Montage: Jerome Comiek 


Pharmaceutical companies 
and some experts dispute this, 
arguing that doctors will keep a 
tight grip on drug demand as 
they have the final say on which 
medicines they prescribe. Jerry 
Avom, professor at the Har- 
vard Medical School, said; 
“There is no pharmaceutical 
company or patient that puts a 
gun to a doctor's head to write 
the prescription." 

However doctors complain 
that DTC puts them under pres- 
sure to prescribe. One leading 
US physician warned its Euro- 
pean counterparts on the dan- 
gers of adverts: “The problem is 
that [DTC] creates misdirected 
expectations and desires. 
Increasingly we find patients 
coming in and saving T want this 
drug* even though that treat- 
ment may not be appropriate." 


These misgivings are being 
increasingly challenged by the 
spread of the Internet European 
consumers can now find infor- 
mation about drugs and dis- 
eases by hitting on one of the 
thousands of pharmaceutical 
websites. A recent survey 
showed that healthcare had 
overtaken pornography as the 
most popular Net sector. 

The key worry of drug com- 
panies and regulators is that 
most of the information on the 
Web has not been vetted and 
could prompt consumers to 
choose the wrong drugs. For 
example, there are over 20 sites 
debating Avandia even before its 
launch. Viagra is on nearly 150 
locations, many of them unau- 
thorised by its maker. Pfizer 

Some drugs companies be- 
lieve the Internet's increasing 


popularity will force European 
governments to allow adverts. 
According to Mr Jones of Glaxo: 
“There is a kind of technical in- 
evitability about it because of the 
power of the Net." 

SKB agrees. “We are in- 
creasingly concerned at unreg- 
ulated sources of information. 
Consumers have the right to ac- 
curate information about med- 
icines." a spokeswoman said. 


Tax ruling 
takes Electra 
by surprise 


ELECTRA, THE venture capital 
trust, yesterday suffered a blow 
in its efforts to fond off a hos- 
tile £1.25bn bid from rival 3i 
after an adverse ruling from the 
Inland Revenue which threat- 
ens to land thousands of private 
investors with an unexpected 
tax bill. 

Michael Stoddart, chairman 
of Electra, wrote to sharehold- 
ers yesterday to inform them 
that the Revenue has refused 
clearance for the proceeds of the 
£544m tender offer to be treat- 
ed as capita] rather than income. 
This means that higher-rate 
taxpayers who tender their 
shares wiD not be able to take ad- 
vantage of the £7.000-a-year cap- 
ital gains tax exemption and wiD 
be liable for the difference be- 
tween what they paid for the 
shares and the 786p-a -share 
price at which the shares are 
being bought beck. It is believed 
that up to 15 per cent of Elec- 
tro's capital is in the hands of 
individual investors. 

The ruling which took Elec- 


By Andrew Garfield 
Financial Editor 

tra by surprise appears to be 
part of a wider crackdown by the 
Revenue on investment trusts. 
Advice from Electra's solici- 
tors and leading counsel was 
that the clearance under Sec- 
tion 703 of the Income and Cor- 
poration Taxes Act 1988 would 
normally have been given. 

The reconstruction proposals 
are a key plank in Electra's bid 
defences, and the Electra camp 
sought to play down the impli- 
cation of the decision. It insist- 
ed that the numbers affected 
were small and few private in- 
vestors bad been expected to 
subscribe to the tender But an- 
alysts pointed out that with the 
bid battle finely poised, the 
views of the 10 per cent of share- 
holders potentially affected by 
the ruling could be significant 
“It is very odd,” said Iain 
Scoullier, investment trusts an- 
alyst at Warburg Dillon Reed “It 
does add to the confusion.” 


Waterfall launches 
hostile £41m bid 


WATERFALL. THE pool hall op- 
erator run by John Garrett, the 
former Rank director; yesterday 
launched a £4im hostile bid for 
its rival European Leisure, 
writes Peter Thai Larsen. 

The long-awaited all-share 
bid threatens to break open the 
merger between European and 
Allied Leisure, announced ear- 
lier this year. However; Euro- 
pean immediately rejected the 
bid and questioned the accu- 
racy of Waterfall's accounts. 

Waterfall is offering 203.5 
shares for every 100 European 
shares, valuing them at ll5p 
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each. Under the terms of the 
deal. European shareholders 
will hold 70 per cent of the en- 
larged company’s share capital 
The announcement, which 
was made after the market 
dosed last night, came after the 
Irish Takeover Panel ordered 
Waterfall to make its inten- 
tions clean European said it 
planned to continue recom- 
mending Allied's offer, which 
will leave European share- 
holders with 52 per cent of the 
enlarged equity. A spokesman 
said the company (fid not believe 
Waterfall was the right partner. 
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FT joins 
rival to 
launch 
Russian 
newspaper 

By Peter Thal Larsen 


THE Financial Times and the 
Wail Street Journal the bitter ri- 
vals of the business newspaper 
world, have agreed to join forces 
in order to launch a Russian 
language business paper. 

Pearson and Dow Jones, the 
media groups which own the 
FT and the Wall Street Journal , 
respectively, have formed a 
joint venture with Independent 
Media a Russian publishing 
house, to launch the paper. 

The new paper, which has 
not yet been given a title, will 
be launched in August and will 
publish every day except Sun- 
day and Monday. It will have a 
dedicated staff of 20 to produce 
Russian news, while interna- 
tional news will be drawn from 
the FT and WSJ and translat- 
ed into Russian. 

The paper is aiming for an 
initial circulation of about 
20,000, mainly in Moscow and St 
Petersburg, rising to 30.000 over 
the next three to four years. In- 
dustry analysts said the venture 
was likely to cost its investors 
about $l0m to set up 

Both Pearson and Dow 
Jones have been looking at bow 
to break into the Russian mar- 
ket and both are understood to 
have approached Independent 
Media separately about setting 
14) a joint venture. A joint ven- 
ture between the FT and Izves- 
tia, the Russian newspaper, 
broke down late last year 

Pearson ovtis papers in 
France and Spain and recent- 
ly announced plans to set up a 
new paper in Germany. Karen 
Elliott House, president of Dow 
Jones’ international group, said 
the publication would be Rus- 
sia's only' truly independent 
business newspaper. 

The new paper will be edited 
hy Leonid Bershidsky, current 
iy business editor of the AJoscuu' 
Times. Senior editors from the 
FT and the WSJ will help select 
the paper’s editorial content 
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Footsie flirts 
with 6,500 as 
bid talk swirls 




BLUE CHIPS stretched to yet 
another peak. With an inter- 
estrate cut possible today and 
New York again above 10,000 
points, Fbotsie stretched a 
further 57.9 points ahead to 
close at 6,473.2. At (me point 

it was up 80,8 and seemingly 

intent on breaking through 
6 ^ 00 . 

Talk of mega-takeover ac- 
tion is also swirling, encour- 
aging shares to move ahead. 
There is a widespread belief 
that a bid is being prepared for 
a Fbotsie (Mnstita^ed^^ 
there is little unanimity about 
the most likely target 

Telewest Communica- 
tions, the cable group in- 
volved in the latest round of 
corporate activity headed the 
Fbotsie leader board with a 
23p gain to 319J>p, a peak. 

On Tuesday it disclosed it 
was in talks with Cable & 
Wireless Communications, 
40.5p higher at 795p. Cable & 
Wireless, bolder of 53 per 
cent of CWC, was 22p ahead 
at 797.5p. 

Much of the latest activity 
revolved around financial 
groups. The Halifax survey 


STEPHEN DEAN, who sold 
most of his shareholding 
in Environmental 
Property Services in 
February, is planning to 
create an information 
technology vehicle. 

The first stage will be 
the launch on AIM of a 
cash shell, Voyager 2000. 

It is planning to raise 
£750.000, placing shares 
through stockbroker Fisfce 
& Co at 5p. 

^Dealings are expected 
to start later this month. 
Mr Dean, who is 48, will 
bscribe for 30 per cent 
^>f the capital. 


showing a 4.4 per cent year- 
on -year rise in house prices, 
together with today’s base 
rate cut hopes, gave mortgage 
banks aboost 

Halifax put on 4&5p to 
850p and Wbolwich lOp to 
395.75p. Alliance & Leicester 
rose 32.5p to 905.5p and 
Northern Rock20.5p to 555p. 
Abbey National jumped 77p 
to l,338p. But the mortgage 
banks and other financials 
were also influenced by the 
market’s sixth sense that cor- 
porate activity is not far away. 
Standard Chartered added 
48p to 972JSp,~ Barclays, down 
to 838pm October jumped 75p 
to a i,955p peak. 

But, even among the high 
flying blue chips, it was not all 
one way traffic. Pearson, the 

bunking and p ublishing group, 
was one to head south; the 
shares fell for the second day 
running losing a further 70p 
at l,295p. They hit a l,431p 
peak in February. Aprofits fall 
at its recently acquired US 
group, Simon & Schuster, is 
threatening the market's prof- 
it forecasts; the consensus is 
currently £408m. 

Reed International was 
another publishing group see- 
ing red. The resignation of two 
directors and its failure to 
find a rhied executive low- 
ered the price I4p to 553p. 

Granada, seeing analysts, 
and Smiths Industries, on 
currency considerations. 
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moved ahead, with Granada 
putting on 67p to l,306p and 
Smiths 32p to 908p. 

AstraZeneca, the new 
drugs colossus, remained 
under the weather; falling Tip 
to 2,875p. Other drugs shares 
also had an unhealthy look 
with Glaxo Wellcome down 
29p to 2,l85p and SmitoKtine 
Beecham off I65p at 911p. 

Mid caps shares improved 
on Fbotsie's coat tails, but 
the small caps, although mov- 
ing ahead, were far from ex- 
uberant The mid cap index 
rose 41.8 points to 5,498.5 and 
the small cap edged forward 
4.1 to 2,4111. 

BICC led the mid caps, 
spurred on by a possible dis- 
posal and bid. TOssall’s con- 
ditional offer is now HOp a 
share; it will not go ahead if 
BICC sells its energy cable 
business for £250m to Gener- 
al Cable, a former Wassail 
company. BICC, down to 38p 
before the market got wind of 
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bid action, climbed 12p to 
I06p. 

Cornwell Packer, the fur- 
nishings group, rose X2p to 
98.5p after signalling in- 
creasing bad attention, and 
Capita] Industries gained 2p 
to 43L5p as it described the 
40p-a-share offer from Rut- 
land Trust as inadequate. A 
higher bid for Coutts Con- 
sulting of 47p a share lifted 
the price 6p to 46p. 

Waterfall, the leisure group 
run by ex-Rank executive 
John Garrett; finally produced 
its offer for European Leisure. 
The all-share strike values 
European, which has 23 per 
cent of Waterfall, at around 
I15p. Mr Garrett is barging 
into what appeared to be a 
cosy merger deal between 
European and the tenpin 
bowfing group, Allied Leisure. 

Monument Oil & Gas, 
where predators circle, 
firmed 5L5p to 50 .25p, and en- 
gineer Morgan Crucible, a 
rumoured bid candidate, 
hardened &5p to 222p. 

Stanley Leisure, the bet- 
ting shop chain bidding for 


casino group Capital Corpo- 
ration, fell 9.5 p to 263 in 
heavy trading. It appeared 
some large lines of stock went 
through at 250p, well below 
the then ruling price. 

Arm, the computer chip 

maker, was another riding 

high - up 302 -5p to a 3,185p 
peak. Acorn, the computer 
group sitting on 23.7 per cent 
of the chip business and still 
puzzling bow to hand the 
state to its shareholders with- 
out incurring a huge tax bill, 
logged a 29p gain to 251.5p. 
Arm’s figures are due soon 
and there are hopes a solution 
will accompany the results. 

Furniture chains were 
given a lift by hopes that the 
long downturn was at last 
ending, DFS rose 16p to 
28SL5p and Uno liL5p to 4&5p. 
Poor old MFI remained fiat- 
packed, unchanged at 34J>p. 

Harvey Nichols, the de- 
partment stores group, rose 
lip to 18&5p. Shares of Dick- 
son Concepts, owning 50.1 
per cent, were suspended in 
Hong Kong pending a deal 
that may merely be a freehold 
sale. Others are looking for a 


ASSOCIATED British 
Foods struggled off its 
12-month low after BT 
AlexJSrown said the food 
group’s shares were a buy. 
The price rose lOp to 
422p. 

The investment house 
drew attention to AB 
Fbods’ conservative 
accounting policies and 
its 155p-a-share cash pile. 
Interim profits, due on 
Monday, should be up by 
2 per cent to £197.5m. 
AlexJSrown expects its 
profits for the full year to 
reach £425m, up from 
£413m the previous time. 


bid fbr the minority or the sale 
of the Dickson stake to a 
predator, possibly LVMH. 

Other retailers perked up. 
Next, the fashion chain, rose 
55p to 807p and Kingfisher 
added 12-5p to 823p. 

Struggling textile group 
John JFbsler jumped 50 per 
cent to I5.75p; the shares 
were 7p on Tuesday before it 
was known that two arriving 
directors had paid 13p each for 
225,000 shares. The IAF con- 
tingent has quit the group, 
which lost £409,000 in toe six 
months to last August 

Chorion, toe old Tro- 
cadero, firmed 0.75p to 24J5p. 
The merchandising group, 
which has moved into London 
West End bars under the 
direction of chairman John 
Conlan (ex-First Leisure Cor- 
poration) is meeting analysts. 

Wiggins, toe construction 
and property group, shaded to 
16J5p after reporting that it 
had taken control of Mansion 
Airport from toe Ministry of 
Defence. London Mansion 
Airport as the operation will 
be known, expects to obtain a 
civil aviation licence in June. 

The company confirmed it 
was seeking other airport ac- 
quisitions and was in “ad- 
vanced” talks with potential 
financial partners. 

SEAQ VOLUME: 1.01bn 
SEAQ TRADES: 99.253 
GILTS INDEX: n/a 


Menswear sector may face 
shake-out, Moss Bros warns 


MOSS BROS, toe menswear re- 
tailer, yesterday attacked 
Britain’s regional shopping cen- 
tres and said that Bluewater, 
the new “mega-mall" near 
Hartford, Kent, was already 
having an impact on neigh- 
bouring towns. 

Moss Bios, which owns a 
string of menswear stores such 
as Cedi Gee, Blazer and Savqy 
Taylors Guild, said its outlets at 
Bluewater were trading ex- 
tremely well but that sales had 
fallen at its three stores at 
Lakeside, the rival shopping 
mall in Thurrock, Essex. 

Rowland Gee, the group's 
managing director; said: “I was 
at Bluewater on Easter Friday 
and it was packed to bursting. 
I then drove to Lakeside and I 
could have fired a cannon down 
the central aisle and not hit any- 
body." 

He warned that the UK 
retail market was close to sat- 
uration and that Britain could 
see a shake-out in toe mens- 
wear market similar to the last 
recession when an estimated 
5,090 men's clothing shops 
closed: “The country has got to 
the stage now when there are 
enough shopping centres and 


By Nigel Cope 
A ssociate City Editor 

factory outlets," Mr Gee said. 
He added that the impact was 
already being seen on retail 
rents even on top shopping 
thoroughfares like Oxford 
Street in London where some 
rents have come down by 25 per 
cent in six months. 

The comments came as 
Mass Bros reported a dip in M 
year profits from £l9.6m to 
£l6.1m and warned of a tough 
year ahead. Underlying sales in 
the first eight weeks of its cur- 
rent year were down by 2 per 
cent, if new store openings are 
excluded Mr Gee commented 
that the rush to invest in PEPS 
before the 5 April deadline 
might have been a factor as 
consumers deferred other 
spending. 

He said that inflation was 
likely to stay low and that shop- 
pers would remain cautious. 
“We are setting our stall out for 
a tough year,” he added 

Moss Bros has been bat- 
tling against a difficult mens- 
wear market as consumers 
tightened their belts. The com- 
pany was forced to discount 


Marker value: £!68m, share {vice I86.5p (+3p) 

Five-year record 19951996 19971998 1999 

Turnover (£m) .71.1 87.5 122.0 147.7 153.7 

Pre-tax profits (£m) 7 A 11.3 15.9 19.6 16.1 

Earnings per share (p) 5.7 8.5 14.1 14.9 \2.2 
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more of its stock and lost a fall 
percentage point of margin in 
the process. 

However, Moss Bros has en- 
tered the spring season with a 
clean stock position. In spite of 
this, the company managed to 


100 f "•*. — ? 

50 -C^r — * — j___i 5! 

1 994 95 96 97 98 1 999 


increase its share of toe suit 
market from 12 per cent to 
13.5 per cent and Mr Gee 
claimed that toe business was 
on course to grab market lead- 
ership from Marks & Spencer 
by 2000. 


The difficulty of the mens- 
wear market has taken its toll 
on Moss Bros* share price 
which has tumbled from 280p to 
I80p over the past yean Though 
the immediate outlook is chal- 
lenging, the business is well- 
managed and financially sound. 
It has OUm of cash and analysts 
expect an improvement in 
second-half trading when the 
millennium factor should pro- 
vide a boost for Moss Bros’ suit 
hire business. 

Though Moss Bros has a 
major slice of the UK suit mar- 
ket it only has 3.4 per cent of the 
wider market for menswear 
and so claims there is plenty of 
room for growth. 

The Blazer chain, acquired 
from Storehouse in 1996. is 
making profits and is not up for 
sale. Acquisitions are possible 
though the company would not 
comment on any possible in- 
terest in Austin Reed. There are 
no plans to expand into wom- 
enswear, toe company said. 

Peel Hunt is forecasting 
profits of £1 65m this year which 
puts the shares - up 3p to 
186.5p yesterday- on a forward 
multiple of 16. That is about 
right for now. 


Oasis sales perk 
up with blue look 


Dewhirst profits slump on 
back of M&S misfortunes 


A NEW BLUE store design is 
helping boost sales at Oasis 
Stores, the women's fashion 
retailec Oasis has been testing 
four outlets with a fascia in two 
shades of blue instead of the 
plum and cream design on the 
rest of the chain. 

This makeover, together 
with a redesigned store in ten- 
or; has lifted sales and the new 
frontage is to be rolled out 
across the entire 137 store port- 
folio. “The new look has been 
well received by our customers 
and initial sales confirm this," 
the company said. 

The news accompanied a 
strong set of full year results 
from Oasis which is gradually 
recovering after two profits 
warnings in 1997. Pre-tax prof- 
its rose by 25 per cent to £l3m 
and Eke-for-hte sales rose by 9 
per cent There was farther 
good news on current trading 
with same-store sales up by 6 
per cent in the first 8 weeks of 
the current yean though the fig- 


DIY tries for a 
second trick 

MERVYN FOGEL, the man 
who invented DIY warehouses 
in the UK and made a fortune 
from Tfexas Homecare, is trying 
to repeat the trick with kitchen- 
ware and bathroom access- 
ories: he's float ing The Home 
Place on OFEX. 

Mr Fbgel launched The 
Home Place two years ago with 
a store in Hendon, north Lon- 
don, which seeks to harness an 
American idea of “bed, bath and 
beyond". In other words the su - 
perstore sells everything from 
towels and curtains to (rockery 
and cutlery 

Mr Fbgel sprang to fame in 
the Seventies when he found- 
ed Texas Homecare, one of the 
first DIY superstore chains. 
He sold it to Ladbrokes, who in 
turn sold it on to Sainsbury. 

Such retailing innovation 
runs in the family. Mr Fogel's fa- 
ther Manny Fbgel founded the 
Eads and Home Charm chains, 
which bought up old-fashioned 
high-street ironmongers and 


By Nigel Cope 

ures are flattered by weak sales 
comparisons last year. 

The trading update boosted 
Oasis shares by I5p to I86.5p 
compared to their I17p low in 
November. 

There has been speculation 
that the Bennett brothers, who 
control 23 per cent of the com- 
pany. may be looking to sell the 
business but Oasis would not 
comment on the ownership 
question yesterday. However it 
claims to have a succession 
plan in place for the retirement 
of the chairman and chief ex- 
ecutive who are aged 66 and 65 
respectively. 

The possibility of a bid adds 
further support to the shares 
which are still suffering from a 
low rating. On current year 
profit forecasts of £15m, they 
trade on a forward multiple of 
less than 10 and .weld almost 
5 per cent. That is still good 
value. 


People and 
Business 

BY JOHN 
WILLCOCK 


turned them into DIY stores. Mr 
Fbgel junior is planning to raise 
£1.5m from the Home Place 
float which will value the fledg- 
ling group at just over £4rti 

Shooting off 

JOHN MORGAN has retired 
after spending his entire 49- 
year career with Leopold & 
Sons, the private bank. 

Mr Morgan joined the bank 
in 1950 at the age of 14 - or 15 
- neither he nor the bank can 
remember which. He intends to 
break the 50-year barrier by 
coming back to write a history 
of the bank. Famous for his Ed- 
ward VD- style beard. Mr Mor- 
gan was presented with an 
antique “cap and ball” pistol at 
his retirement bash - shooting 


DEWHIRST THE clothing man- 
ufacturer, yesterday revealed a 
27 per cent slump in profits last 
year as a direct result of toe 
misfortunes of its biggest cus- 
tomer; Marks & Spencer. 

The group, once thought of 
as toe most efficient supplier of 
clothing to M&S, saw pre-tax 
profits plummet from £3l.4m to 
£23.0m as the leading retailer 
began to cut its prices. 

Tim Dewhirst, chairman, 
said: “The dramatic reduction 
in consumer demand from 
June onwards was not antici- 
pated." He added that toe out- 
look for toe first half of 1999 was 
“not encouraging". 

Sales of Dewhirst clothes 
rose by 4.6 percent last year to 
£380 .2m as prices were cut But 
operating margins were slashed 
by a fifth and earnings per share 
fell by nearly a third to 12.1lp. 

Dewhirst has led the pack of 
M&S suppliers wanting to cut 
its costs by shifting its manu- 
facturing abroad. As the full ex- 
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is his hobby. I am assured no 
one was wounded. 

Frying again 

PREMIER ASSET Manage- 
ment. an independent fund 
manager, moves from AIM to a 
full listing on Monday. The 
group manages assets of 1350m 
for pension funds and unit 
trusts. One of its joint manag- 
ing directors is Jonathan Fry, 
prompting one of his colleagues 
to comment on the promotion: 
“He’s going from being a small 
Fry to a big Fry." Groan. 

Back together 

ING BARINGS took another 
step in the rebuilding process 


Urn Dewhirst: Outlook is 
toot encouraging* 

tent of the trouble at M&S 
became apparent, Dewhirst 
brought forward its plans. 

In September M&S, which 
traditionally prides itself on sell- 
ing British-made clothes, gave 
toe green light to all suppliers 
wanting to relocate, saying it 
could no longer pass on higher 


following the traumas of last 
year’s emerging markets melt- 
down, by poaching Alan Craft 
from ANZ Investment Bank to 
be its manag in g director and 
head of risk management 

ING Barings recently hired 
David Robins from UBS to put 
its UK corporate business back 
togeth er after a □ umber of key 
defections last autumn. Mr 
Craft, 51, has plenty of experi- 
ence. Before ANZ he was with 
Kleinwort Benson for over 9 
years and Chase Manha ttan for 
16 years. 

Axa’s FA fever 

AS WE head towards the FA Cup 
Final on 22 May, it was intrigu- 
ing to hear from the event’s back- 
ers Axa yesterday just how they 
wound up with toe £42m spon- 
sorship of the tournament. 

Gary Shaughnessy, mar- 
keting director of Axa Insurance 

in the UK said he only heard 
that toe FA sponsorship was up 
for grabs from a friend who 
worked in a sports promotion 
agency, in toe middle of toe 
World Cup in France last year 


costs to customers. Dewhirst 
shut six factories in toe North- 
east and WSales as it shifted pro- 
duction of trousers and blouses 
to Morocco. More than 1,000 
UK manufacturing jobs were 
lost, costing Dewhirst £23m. 

Analysts yesterday said they 
were disappointed at toe man- 
agement's pessimistic outlook. 
“But if M&S continues to lose 
share of the market it could drag 
Dewhirst down with it," said one. 

In common with rivals like 
Courtaulds and Coats Vtyefla, 
Dewhirst has underperformed 
the market by over 60 per cent 
in toe past year Forecasts for 
earnings in 1999 are around 
13.6p per share. Shares fell 2J5p 
to 74p yesterday, putimg the 
company on a forward p/e of just 
5.4, substantially below its peers. 

Analysts believe toe rating 
has fallen too far; this is not a 
company about to go bust Prof- 
its may be flat this year but are 
likely to pick up next Now may 
be the time to buy. 


Even then AXA had to fight off 
three bidders, including a bank 
and a drinks company, says Mr 
Shaughnessy. "We had to be op- 
portunists to get hold of it" he 
says. The deal was clinched in 
just three days, he adds. 

As soon as he had a draff plan 
for the sponsorship he had to fly 
up to the Late District to get it 
approved by toe board of Sun 
Life & Provincial Then he had 
to zoom down to France to see 
the marketing director of Axa, 
who was onty available during 
the France v Saudi Arabia 
match. The French executive 
concerned wasn't interested in 
talking during toe match, un- 
derstandably enough, leaving 
Mr Shaughnessy just 15 minutes 
at half time to make his pitch. 

Mr Shaughnessy adds that 
under the deal, the TV sta- 
tions must mention Axa at least 
three times every 25 minutes 
during coverage of the FA Cup. 
The company reckons that so 
far they have recouped the 
equivalent of £l5m in advertis- 
ing from these mentions. 

E-mail: j.ioiUcxtckiaindeperi- 
dentco.vk 
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The Masters: Nicklaus may be missing, but new superstars promise a thrilling battle for the famous Green Jacket 

Woods relishes duel with Duval 


BY ANDY FARRELL 

in Augusta 

SOME THINGS at the Masters never 
change. The prize fund for the 63rd 
playing of the tournament will be re- 
leased quietly by officials of the 
Augusta National Golf Club over the 
weekend. Players know what Mark 
O'Meara won last year - $576,000 - 
but this is the only event of the year 
where they tee off without the up- 
to-date prize breakdown. 

Even if the prize fund reaches the 
level of the Georgia State lottery this 
week -$i90m C£i20m) - they would 
not care. Winning the title and get- 
ting to wear the Green Jacket de- 
noting membership of the club is Ear 
more valuable. 

Few other sporting events play on 
the aura of tradition as much as the 
Masters. Yet it is all an illusion. 
Changes happen all the time at 
Augusta but, like the new cluster of 
18 trees between the 15th and 17th 
fairways, they appear to have been 
around forever 

It is less than 20 years since the 
greens were switched to bentgrass, 
the fastest putting surface, and 26 
years since the dramatic 12th was 
shown on live television for the first 
time. This year marks the 50th an- 
niversary of Sam Snead becoming 
the first player to be presented with 
the Green Jacket upon winning the 
event, while it only became the 
Masters in 1939, previously having 
been the Bobby Jones Invitational. 

One tradition has come to an end. 
Jack Niddaus, who underwent re- 
placement hip surgery earlier this 
year is not playing after 40 consecu- 
tive visits in which he won six times 
and provoked an outpouring of nos- 
talgia with his sixth-place finish a year 
ago. “It is like your wife losing the di- 
amond from her wedding ring,’' Greg 
Norman said of Niddaus’ absence. 

But, in the great man’s place, 
comes a contest to savour between 
Tiger Woods and David Duval It is 
almost as if the rest of the field does 
not exist which is as good a reason 
as any for getting a bet on an Ernie 
Els or a Lee Westwood. 

The leading two stars are in- 
escapable, however Even Duval 
admits Woods is a star and Augus- 
ta is his patch. Having helped his 
mentor; O’Meara, into a Green Jack- 
et last yeah it is safe to assume that 
the 1997 record-breaking champion 
would like nothing more than to have 
O'Meara put a jacket on his shoul- 
ders. 

Duval the new world No L ap- 
pears the man to stand in his way. 
Nothing seems to bother the man, 
not even being called a “dullard”. 
“That’s the way I like to play my gott, 
stress-free," be said. What does 
make him mad is having a double 
bogey on his card, but there have not 
been many of those recently. 

A reserved character; Duval is 
none the less evolving under the 
spotlight into a class act, on and off 
the course. The latter has followed 
the former; where he has won four 
times this year and is the first man 
since Doug Sanders in 1966 to win 
the two weeks prior to the Masters. 
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Troublesome pines: Lee Westwood gets his first feel of the adjusted 17th hole, remodelled with new trees just to the right of the tee David Cannon/AHsport 

THE TEE has been moved back 25 Shifting the tee has brought the named because the former US Pres- strike a right-to-left draw. Previously atfveiy unaffected but others forced 
yards at Nandlna to give the 425- Eisenhower Pine, in the left-centre Ident hit into it so often, he cam- considered a weak penultimate to shape their tee shot more pre- 

yard, par-four 17th holeextra length, of the fairway, more into play for paigned to have the pine removed, hole, the changes to the 17th could dsely and hit a longer approach. 

Until last year, players could mt a the medium to short hitters, who a cluster of trees added to the have a telling effect on the 63rd “Wow, what a tee snot," safe die 
pitching wedge into the green but will have to work die ball round the right of the 1 5th fairway also Masters. non-playing Jack Nicklaus. The 

will now be forced, depending on the tree. The big hitters, however, are comes into play on the right of the They are also the most contro- 1 7th needed something. It has 

wind, to play their approach with unaffected, still being able to aim 17th. forcing those who have to hit versial adjustments to the Augusta played too short and too easy for 

either an eight or a five iron. at and over it. The tree was so around the Eisenhower Pine to National, with the longest hitters rel- a 17th hole for too long. 


Sanders went on to finish fourth 
at Augusta. As well as Duval is 
playing - he leads six of the 10 sta- 
tistical categories on the US tour - 
he will need fortune to remain on his 
side to make his third win in a row 
his first major “I think it is a mat- 
ter of time," Duval said of breaking 
his duck at the highest leveL “A lot 
of stuff has to come together in a 
given four weeks of the year" 

Last year's runner-up, Duval 
would not swap his 11 wins in the last 
18 months for a big one. “No, be- 
cause they will be an important 
part of winning a major,” he said. 
“And Tm definitely not going to give 
away the Players win.” 

As for the great rivalry, both play- 
ers are right to downplay it at least 
until Sunday afternoon. “I have got 
to go out and play against the course 
as well as the rest of the field,” Woods 
said. “David is not playing against 
me, or me against David. I've got to 


get myself into contention on the 
back nine on Sunday, just like in ’97." 

Two years ago Woods was out of 
sight by that time but Duval picks 
up the same theme. “You can’t put 
a rivalry label on it yet because Tiger 
and I have not come down the last 
nine holes at the Masters or the US 


Open or any other major. Until that 
comes to pass, it’s hard to make the 
comparison with Niddaus-Palmer or 
Niddaus-Watson." 

As for feeling that Duval is short 
on puff after the last two wins, for- 
get it “I won't have to rely on adren- 
alin. If you can’t get pumped up for 


TODAY'S TEE-OFF TIMES 


1300 G Sarazen, B Nelson. S Snead (honorary 
sorters) 

1315 B Casper. G Brewer. D Ford 

1326 S Pate. S Hach. B Estes 

1337 J Daly. G H|ercst«Jt (Swe). O Browne 

1348 S Lyle fSta). C Pavin. S Verplark 

1350 C Sudler. C Parry (Aus). R Mediate 

1410 R Floyd. C Montgomerie (Sco). S Jones 

142 1 JM Olazabal (Sp) . B Glasson. B Clwrmbiee 

1432 E EJs (SA). D Love. T Lehman 

1443 J Leonard. S Maruyama (Japan). J Huston 

1454 F Couples. 5 ElWngton (Aus). S McGarron 

1505 B Faxon. JP Hayes. T Dodds (Nam) 

1516 T Watson. 'M Kuthar. 5 Appleby (Aus) 

1 527 1 Woosrum (V>GU). P SjoJand (Sure). A Magee 
1538 T Woods. ’S Gama (Sp). T Herron 
1549 L Mrze. C Franco (Par). J SJuman 
1600 T Aaron. MA Jimenez (Sp). C ftjrry 
1611 G Player (SAJ.'T immeLman (SA)5 Stncher 
1622 B Crenshaw. T McKnight. L Roberts 
1633 S Ballesteros (Sp). H Sutton. B Mayfair 


1644 J Maggert. V Singh (Fl|i). P Stewart 
1655 N Faldo (EngJ. B Watts. J Durant 
1 706 F Zoeller, M Ozaki (Japan), F Funk 
1717 A Palmer. ’J Miller. W Wood 
1728 B Langer (Ger). M Calcavecchia. D Clarke 

IN ire) 

1 739 P Mic kelson. G Norman (Aus). J ftirnevtk 

(Swe) 

1750 L Janzen. J Cook. F LKkliter 
1801 J Haas. B Andrade. T Bjorn (Den| 

1812 M O'Meara. *H Keuhne. L Westwood (EngJ 
1823 D Duval. N Price (Zlmj. B TWay 
1834 C Goody. B Jobe. P-U Johansson |5we) 
1845 M Brooks. S Cink. D Toms 
1856 P Azin ger, J Furyk, G Day 

US unless stated, oil times BSE 
‘demies amateurs 

TV TIMES 

21 -00-22.30 BBC2. 22.30-23.30 BBC I 


the Masters, you need to do some- 
thing else.” 

Colin Montgomerie, despite leav- 
ing last week's BellSouth Classic 
down in the dumps, has come around 
to that view. But it might not last 
“Thursday is very important" the 
Scot said. "Hopefully. I can get off to 
a decent start a 70 or 69. Then I could 
be up there on Sunday but if not this 
is not a course where you want to be 
pressing to get back into it" 

While Montgomerie’s confidence 
is fragile, Westwood is buoyant de- 
spite sleeping badly on Tuesday 
night with the symptoms of a heavy 
cold On his third appearance at 
Augusta, the 25-year-old is feeling 
more comfortable at the venue. 
“There is nothing like actually play- 
ing somewhere competitively to give 
you experience,” he said “Having 
watched it on TV for so many years, 
T was a bit overwrought with the 
whole thing when 1 first came here.” 


Garcia more than just a gifted amateur 


THE LAST time the British Amateur 
champion made the cut at the Mas- 
ters, Sergio Garcia was not bom. But 
the 19-year -old Spaniard is hoping 
to succeed where others, including 
his compatriot Jose Maria Olazabal 
foiled in playing all 72 holes for the 
first time since Peter McEvoy in 
1978. 

That is not the limit of a player 
who is expected to turn profession- 
al in time for the Spanish Open in 
two weeks' time. Garda is hoping to 
match Matt Kuchar’s achievement 
in earning a return trip. 

While Kuchaz; the 1997 US Ama- 
teur champion, did so by finishing 
2 1st last yean, the ter has been raised 


Teenage Spaniard has ambitions beyond 
just making the cut. By Andy Farrell 


and Garda must aim for the top 16. 
“If everything goes right, maybe I 
can get in the top 16," Garda said 
“That would be a good tournament" 

Garcia has the lowest handicap 
ever recorded in Europe of +5.4. 
Having won everything in the ama- 
teur game, he has spent the last year 
playing European and Nike tour 
events, making 20 cuts in 27 events, 
the first at the age of 15. He already 
has one pro title to his name, the 1997 
Catalan PGA. 

Known as "El Nino" - the “gift- 


ed child" - Garda is the son of a dub 
professional from Castelkm, near Va- 
lencia. His world travels have been 
supported by a family friend Jose 
Marquina, who is based in Miami 
Blessed with the modern power 
game off the tee, Garda has also in- 
herited the flair and imagination in 
shot-making and short game skills 
of Olazabal and Seve Ballesteros. 
“Seve has helped me at a lot of tour- 
naments,” Garda said “He has 
been like almost a second dad" 

As well as practice rounds at Au- 


gusta with Ballesteros. Garcia's 
preparations included playing in 
the Georgia Cup in Atlanta against 
his counterpart as US Amateur 
champion. Hank Kuehne, winning 6 
and 4. Kuehne is thought to be a 
longer hitter than Tiger Woods and 
like the 1997 Masters champioa hit 
a pitching wedge for his second shot 
at the 15th in practice. 

Kuehne has shaved his head ever 
since undergoing rehabilitation for 
alcoholism four years ago. He ad- 
mitted himself to the programme 
after being involved in a 65 mph car 
accident in which fortunately no one 
was killed Due to his rehab, he 
missed the 1995 Masters in which his 


elder brother, Trip, played Trip, the 
1994 US Amateur runner-up to 
Woods, will caddie For Hank this year 
Watching will be their sister, Kelli, 
a US Amateur champion in her 
own right and now an LPGA Tour 
player. 

A student at Georgia Tech, 
Kuchar became a favourite with 
the gallery for his beaming smile. It 
was with the same countenance 
that he achieved a 14th-place finish 
at the US Open and showing a 
taste for the big time, his stroke av- 
erage is better in PGA Tour events 
than on the collegiate circuit 

“It’s still very difficult to believe 
what the Masters brought me," said 


Kuchar. who was treated in hospi- 
tal on Tuesday for dehydration and 
fiu-like symptoms, but should be able 
to play today. “I was pretty much an 
unknown going into the tourna- 
ment but, when I left, it seemed 
everyone in the world knew who I 
was," he said 

No amateur has ever won the 
Masters, but that has not stopped 
Garcia dreaming. “The amateur 
field is pretty strong this year, so 
maybe we can do something good” 
he said. “Tt would be very difficult 
but I think it is possible for someone 
town. It would take the week of your 
life playing great, putting great 
doing everything right" 


How each hale played in last year's Masters 
(Rank 1 hardest. Rank 18 easiest) and how 
champion Mark O'Meara played them: 

1 st ffea Oflve), 410yds, par 4: A slight 
dog-leg right with a huge bunker on 
the right which is a 257-yard carry. 
The plateau green is treacherous. Hence 
its ranking as the toughest hole last year. 
1998; MAI overage (Rank 1). OVWeora: 
3-4-3-A 

2 nd (Pink Dogwood), 575yds, par 5: 

Lengthened since last year, bringing 
the Bunker on the right into play. Only 
big-hitters will cry for the green In two. Two 
bunkers guard the slender green where Nick 
Faldo once holed a 100-foot eagle putt. 
1998: 4. 77 average (Rank 1 7). OVWeora; 
5-5-5A 


HOLE-BY-HOLE GUIDE TO AUGUSTA NATIONAL; WHERE THE MASTERS CAN BE WON AND LOST 



Westwood plays with O’Meara 
and the US Amateur champion. 
Hank Kuehne, for the first two days. 
Due to the size of the field with 96 
players the fourth-largest ever; play 
will be in threehalls for the first two 
days for only the second time. Fbr 
the first time the draw will be flipped 
on Friday, as at other tournaments, 
rather than having the leaders off 
last in the second round 

“"We wanted to make it fair for the 
players by giving them a morning 
and an afternoon time," said William 
“Hootie” Johnson, the new Augus- 
ta chairman. Along with the length- 
ening of the course, the addition of 
rough and a re-jigging of the ex- 
emption criteria, Johnson has 
presided over what appears to be 
radical changes. “Wb want to keep 
up with the game of golf worldwide,” 
Johnson added “But we take a lit- 
tle time to make up our minds.” No 
change there, then. 


FRED COUPLES 

Led for the 
first three 
days in last 
year's Mas- 
ters but the 
unflappable 
one took 
a dramatic 
double-bo- 
gey seven at 

the 13th, 
hitting one 
ball out of 
bounds and 
another Into 
Rae's Creek, to lose out to Mark 
O'Meara. Helped by the most out- 
rageous piece of.luck when his ball 
stayed up on the bank In front of the 
1 2ch hole on the way to winning the 
1992 Masters. In 1 4 Masters, has had 
eight top-1 0 finishes and has never 
been lower than 35th. Fourth in The - 
Players' Championship two weeks 
ago. ' • 

ERNIE ELS 

His eighth 
place finish 
on his debut 
in 19 94 re- 
mains his 
best finish in 
the Masters. 

Considered a 
natural for 
Augusta with 
his length 
and his fine 
short game, 
the South 
African has 

lurked just outside the top-10 with- 
out threatening in the last three years. 
Known as the^Big Easy" after show- 
ing more patience than anyone else 
to win two US Opens, but can get rat- 
tled here. Beat Woods, Duval era/ to 
win the Nissan Open in February but 
cooled in form since. 

SHIGEKI MARUYAMA 

Decided he 
wanted to 
be a profes- 
sional at the 
age of 11 
after he saw 
Tom Watson 
winning the 
1981 Mas- 
ters. He has 
been tipped 
to become 
the next top 
player from 

Japan by the 

great Jumbo Qzaki himself after 
winning three of the country's four 
majors in 1 997. Starred at the Pres- 
idents Cup last year, gaining Most 
Valuable Player nomination from his 
international team-mates for his 5-0 
record. Missed the cut on his only 
Masters appearance last year but has 
had three top- 10s in five tournaments 
around the world this year, plus a 
quarter-final showing at the World 
Matchplay. 
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VIJAY SINGH 


He has the 
length but 
must have 
his putting - 
which can 
vary from 


very good to 
particularly 
bad - to be 



at Its best. 

His Masters 
record is 
nothing to 
write home 
about. Has 
missed the cut twice in five appear- 
ances with a best of 17th two years 
ago. But has ail the capabilities and 
now the confidence of being a ma- 
jor champion after winning the 
USPGA Championship in Seattle last 
August. While all the attention is on 
Duval and Woods, The Fijian could 
become the world's hottest player 
by winning back-to-back majors. 

LEE WESTWOOD 

It is time to 
find out If 
the Work- 
sop-based 
25-year-old 
is ready to 
take over 
the Euro- 
pean man- 
tle at the 
Masters? 

On form he 
is the main 
contender. 

Only Duval 
has more wins over the last 18 
months and after a slow start to the 
season finished sixth at the Players 
two weeks ago. Natural fade will help 
to land his approach shots softly on 
* '. t T e ? cherous greens. Has results 
of 24th and 44th in previous two 
Masters but now says he is ready to 
compete with the best. 


f th (Flowering; Crab Apple), 
£ \ 205yds, par 3: A long iron is need- 
■ ed to a deed green which claims more 
chan its fair share of victims. Par is always 
a good score, even when the tee is moved 
forward For a pin position just over the from 
bunkers. 

1 998: 3.26 average (Rank 3). O'Meara : 
2-3-3-2 


7 th (Pampas), 365yds, par 4: A real 
birdie opportunity. An iron off the tee 
leaves a pitch to a narrow green sur- 
rounded by five bunkers. The green slopes 
back to front and, like the third, control 
of spin is essential to finish dose. 

1998: 4.01 average (Rank 15). O'Meara: 
4 -5-4-4 


1 A* (Camellia), 485yds, par 4: 

I I A dramatic hole which plays 
V/ sharply downhill. Players try to 
find the left-hand side of the Fairway, which 
kicks the bail down. Ova' aft the years of 
the Masters this has been the hardest hole. 
1998: 4.16 average (Rank 8). O'Meara: 
5-4-4-S 


th (Azalea), 485yds, par 5: 

“S A sharp dog-leg left which can 
produce anything from an 
albatross - Jeff Maggert five years ago - 
to Tommy NakaJIma’s 13 in 1978. Rae’s 
Creek runs down the left-hand side and 
then in front of the green. 

1998: 4. 74 average (Rank 18). O'Meara: 
4-S-4-5 


1 1 »» 

j Nicklaus holed Ws approach here twice hitters as there Is a steep climb from I I ner, where Nick Faldo won his 

m three days In 1995. but the grow- fairway to green. There is trouble lefr <iF iwa nlav-offs. and Larrv 


1 CL 5 {Redbud >' 170yds, par 3: 
rj]J e cee shot is over water and 


l?3- 8 3-3' 18 ° Vera 9 e fltan* 7). O'Meara: 


".vT y ■ ■ 


wr m three days in 1995. but the grow- 
ing of rough around the course could have 
a big effect here, making it harder to con- 
trol shots to the viciously sloping green. 
1998: 4.14 average (Rank 101. O'Meara: 
4-4-4-4 


w hitters as there Is a steep climb from 
fairway to green. There is trouble left of 
the green, but Bruce Devlin did not see 
that in 1967 - he achieved an albatross 
two. 

1998: 4.87 average (Rank 16). O'Meara: 
5-4-5-S 


3 rd (Flowering Peadi), 350yds, par 
4: Often an iron off the tee to leave 
a full Shot toa pear-shaped green. Any- 
thing short can spin off down a steep bank. 
1998: 4. 19 average (Rank 5). O'Meara: 
5-4A-3 


6 th (Juniper), 180yds, par 3: Jose 
Maria Olazabal lost by one in 1991 
after taking seven here in the second 
round. There is a huge tier in the green 
and only a precise shot can get close to 
the flag when it is on the ledge back right. 
1998: 3.24 average (Rank 4). OVWeora; 
3-S-3-3 


comes the difficult part The green 
tilts from back to Front again, and it is pos- 
sible to rollback off the green and 50 yards 
or more down the slope in front. 

7995; 4.03 average (Rank 14). O’Meara: 
4-5-S-4 


two play-offs, and Larry Mize chipped In 
to beat Greg Norman in 1987. The green 
has been raised since last year. 

1998: 4.16 average (Rank 9). O'Meara: 
4-3-A-4 

1 *\ Ch (Golden Bell), 155yds, par 

/ 3: The best-known par three in 
dLm golf. It is the shortest of the four 
short holes, but the wind swirls, and club 
selection is all-important. Anything on the 
slender green brings a sigh of relief. Tom 
Wetekopf took l3Tn 1980. 

1998: 3.32 average (Rank 2). O'Meara: 
4-2-2-3 


1 / th (Chinese Hr), 405yds, 

/-I par 4: No bunkers but Joint 
I course record holder Nick Price 
managed to run up an eight six years ago. 
The green is one of the most undulating, 
and attacking the flag can be dangerous. 
1998: 4. 18 average (Rank 6). OVWeora: 
S-4-4-4 


tree ■■reuiucr. n»c cne nuge pine 

SESSS^" 

4 - 4 X 3 ;0overa SW ( Rank 12). O'Meara: 


1 C ? < F,PM| wrn), 500yds, par 
5: A very different hole to last 
year. No mounds on the right in- 
stead a group of taU trees will penalise any 
pushed drive. Most players will still try to 
cross the water and make the green in two. 
1998: 5.09 overage (Rank 13). O'Meara: 
5-4- 5-4 


I O H*. (Holly), 405yds, par 4: The 

OSr* d0Wn an aven ue of trees 

1998. 4. 13 average (Rank 1 1 ). O'Meara: 
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Why 


A FEW days ago even people 
who don’t give tennis a second 
thought unless the fuzz ball is 
flying around at Wimbledon 
were held enthralled by the 
stirring effort put in by Tim 
Henman and Greg Rusedski 
when representing Great 
- itain against the United 
-acates in the Davis Cup. 

Of course, any sporting tus- 
sle in opposition tn our fbnner 

transatlantic colonies can have 
the effect of one nation, one flag 
but the feivour generated by a 
packed house at the Birming- 
ham Indoor Arena last week- 
end had special significance. 

Ifunlikety to have weakened 
the resolve of those who see no 


m 


t'Sk 


ken Jones 

future in the United Kingdom 
it made a case for suppos ing 
that sport in this country won't 
happily embrace the devolu- 
tionary process. 

to a directive recently issued 
to its staff the BBC advised dis- 


cretion with the term “British" 
for fear of offending the Scots, 
Wfclsh or Irish. And yet some of 
our most enduring sports 
memories have resulted from 
the setting aside of cultural dif- 
ferences in a common cause. 

If one outcome of the up- 
surge in nationalism is that a 
new sports picture replaces the 
old it doesn't necessarily 
amount to progress. 

A Welsh victory over Eng- 
land at Wembley on Sunday 
would thrill me no end but it 
would be a great shame if 
developments in world rugby 
since the advent of profes- 
sionalism put paid to the 
Lions. 


The Ryder Cup will be de- 
fended against the United 
States this year by a team 
representing Europe, but its 
traditions are embedded in 
the history of British golf. 

A team drawn from the four 
home nations will be sent to 
next year’s Olympic Games 
and this summer's World Ath- 
letic Championships. 

One of the few things upon 
which I find myself in agree- 
ment with the sports minister; 
Tony Banks, is that we should 
have one not four national 
football teams. 

When, some years ago, I was 
invited by Uefa, the governing 
body of European football, to 


set down views on this in its 
official magazine, a call came 
from the late Ted Croker who 
was then secretary of the Foot- 
ball Association. It became 
abundantly dear from our con- 
versation that the FA would 
argue against publication of the 
article unless it conformed to 
their hidebound position. 

One of my arguments was 
that having, with Scotland's 
support cast off and more or 
less bankrupted the Irish and 
Welsh by abandoning the 
Home International Champi- 
onship the FA had made it un- 
likely that some outstanding 
British players of the time 
would be seen In major inter- 


national tournaments, to fact 
George Best who is perhaps 
the outstanding post-war 
British player, never appeared 
in the World Cup finals. 

If you want to know why 
Great Britain no longer send a 
football team to the Olympics 
look no further than the de- 
termination of the authorities 
to block any loophole that 
could be expanded to strip 
away the perks of autonomy 

The differences between us 
are not easily understood 
abroad. For instance, Ameri- 
cans are a damn sight clearer 
about what it means to be Scots 
or Irish than to be Welsh despite 
the feet that the first and only 


president of the Confederacy, 
Jefferson Davis, was of welsh 
descent Thus, Richard Burton 
was thought of as an English 
actor; as is Anthony Hopkins. 

When Colin Jones of Wales 
was to the United States 
preparing to meet Milton Mc- 
Croty for the World Boxing 
Council welterweight champi- 
onship the New York Times de- 
scribed him as an English 
boxer Never one to let an insult 
slide Jones sought out the of- 
fending author and gave him 
what for “Call me British if you 
like " Jones growled “but I'm 
Welsh not bloody English. Tm 
as Welsh as Tom Jones and 
Shirley Bassey." "Tbm Jones 


and Shirley Bassey?" came 
the reply. “You mean they’re 
not English." 

A fault of the English is to 
think themselves British when 
it suits them. Following Eng- 
land's failure to reach the 1974 
World Cup finals a number of 
English football writers who 
had been assigned to cover 
Scotland showed up at Hamp- 
den Park fora friendly a gains t. 
West Germany. “Didn't take 
you long to jump on the band- 
wagon. Suppose we're all 
British now," was the kindest 
thing said to them. 

Last week we were. Not for 
the first time in sport and, if Eve 
got it right, not for the last 


Five Nations’ Championship: Teenage wing out of the Lomu mould earns debut in Grand Slam finale at Wembley 


Hanley 
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to worry 
Wales 




THE rugby league giants of 
Wigan shifted heaven and earth 
last summer in an effort to se- 
enre Steve Hanky's thumbprint 
on a professional contract - an 
entirely understandable move 
given that the 19-year-old wing 
from Cumbria boasted both the 
pace of Gary Connolly and the 
phu&cal dimensions of Central 
PaffleUrrionwasfardosertothe 
Hanley heart, hewevej; and he 
will receive a handsome re- 
turn on his loyally at Wembley 
on Sunday when he wins the 
first of what may well be a del- 
uge of England caps by feeing- - 
Wales in the Grand Stoni match. 

Clive Woodward, the Eng- 
land coach, gave Hanley the 
glad tidings during a team 
meeting at Twickenham on 
Tuesday. "There was no ad- 
vance warning: Clive just read 
out the sibartiqgfineup from the 
top and my name was the fifth 
one be mentioned," said the lat- 
est boy wonder yesterday, 
adding: “I don’t think I heard a 
tingle word of the rest of the 
team announceme nt." If Han- 
ley was (tourntog with emotion 
inside, he prisshnted a cool 
facade to his hew team-mates. 
“My sense of hnmourbeing on 
Iheperverse side, I thought I’d 
string him along a little," said 
Woodward. “It didn’t work. 
When te heart his name, there 
vagoft even afficken” 
“ordering on- the 
Lomuesque at 6ft 4in and 16$t, 
Hanley will play on the left 
wing, wito Dan Uigerswtehing 
flanks to fill the hole opened up 
by David Rees’ absence 
through injury “We’re lucky 
with these guys; they are both 




said Woodward, whose instinc- 
tive boldness would not permit 
him to solvethe wing problem 
by ki pp in g inta Tbny Under- 
wood’s experience. “Steve could 
have dotted in on the right, but 
we decided it wutilS be better to 
lrppp Wm mJhnla dfib position for 
his first app^urance. ft’s a case 
of letting Umdb 1 what he knows 
best at this stage." 

Hanley moved into Pre- 
. ^feship rugby with Sale only 
eight months ago, making the 
short hop down theM6 from 
patria, where his father Melvin 
had long been part of the fab- 
ric. He played much ofhis earfy 
rugby at outside centre -heav- 
en knows, -he is plenty big 
eno u gh to survive the trials and 
trih iilatinm nffifeasalbstmidT 
fielder - but tire bush tele- 
graph started beating to the 
sound of his exploits oat wide. 
“Until I watched him last S at 
urday he’d. scored two tries 
every time Fd seen him ptoy” 


ENGLAND TEAM 

(topty Mate txwmuey on Sunday) 
M FWT-y (Bath): o Loser (Hart* 
qdn]. J tindumi (Newcastto),! oos- 
^kc (Bath}. S HMhj (Sale): M Cate 
BBatti], ■ P aw «o« (Northampton); J 
"i wM ri (Harlequin*), * Co*** 1 ®. D 
Oorfart*, M Johnson (all L eta sser). 
Tltodbar (Northampton). BKa (Sara- 
cens). L Dofbgfe (Whspsi apt?. N 
Back Meeshsr). 

HaptoocaaMtK N Snol (Northampton). 
. B-J MattHT (Sate) . A Itato* 1W«*- 
ns?; -V Uboco (Bath),. N WtOrUn 
(GJoocfster); 6 Arthm- (Neuwastte). I* 
Corry (Letaster). 


on Sunday. “We were off our 
same a fittfe against France, so 


Fm looking to go up a gear; " he 
said, much as he (Ed before tost 
year’s correspon ding fixture. 
On that- occasion, England 
scored 60. TbeW^sh have been 
warned. 


FRANCE TEAM 

(to ptayScodand to Paris on Saturday) 
B Manacfc (Scade Tbulousrti]: X Oar- 

MiOOtSEade Toulousaln). F GJonlaal 
(Dm). F Comb* (S»de Fran^aK]. C no- 
nrioid (Stade Fran^ab}: T C*K»l*n^W 
[Castret). P C ar ti on aM M (Brtie):CCrt- 
VMS (Sodeksmousah). R ftmt (Pte- 
plgnan. capt). F "Rmruat n e (SCBde 
Tijuloussn). O BrOtOOZ 
daauK). TOmdm (Pau). C Labtt (Stade 
tbulousain). it Cutrt (Beders), T 
Unrtmoae (Perpignan). Refrtan- 
neotst C LwKttKq (Stade Fraisafc). 
D Amine (Pau), T Lombard [Stade 
Franas). C JaBM (Sode Franjai*). D 
ApradoA [Scade Fransab). S Maraoa- 
mt (Stade Franks). M an Mmo 
(Colomlers). 
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By Chris hewett 

beamed Woodward. “We’re 
talking pedigree here, real fire- 
powen Fm genuinely excited at 
the prospect of seeing him play 
at the highest level. " 

Quite how Hanley will be 
used against the Welsh, who 
possess two outsized wings of 
their own in Gareth Thomas 
and Dafydd James, rather de- 
pends on Jeremy Guscott. The 
Bath centre was dufy named in 
(he side yesterday and was de- 
scribed by Wbodward as “100 
per- Cent fit”: However, the 
coajdi added that be would con- 
tinue to monitor his longest- 
serving back throughout the 
week, which suggested that 
Guscott had yet to stretch his 

fra g ile hamg tr-in g fn tra ining 

If the maestro fails to make 
a Whmbley date positively drip- 
ping in sentimentality - it 
marks the passing of the Five 
Nations’ Championship, which 
becomes the Sue Nations next 
yeag and will almost certainly 
be the final union internation- 
al to be played beneath Ifae twin 
towers — Hanley may well find 
himself in his Aspabia position 
of centre. Austin Healey bade 
to business after eight weeks in 
(he cooler for stamping on the 
fece of &e Londm Irish scrim- 
half Kevin Putt, is on the bench, 
as is Nick Beal, and both could 
play wing if required. 

“I have no problems with 
bringing Austin straight back in 
from suspension," said Wood- 
wart, who wffl undoubtedly re- 
ceive an ear-bashing from 
some quarters for his hasty re- 
habilitation of the Leicester 
miscreant “Fm not here to 
judge anyone. All I know is 
that Austin is available and 
while two months on the side- 
fines might have affected some 
players it’s not an issue with 
him. He’s one of the fittest 
players to the whole squad.”’ 

As per usual. Woodward's 
favourite pack is retained en 
bloc; the Leicester-dominated 
forward eight have been to- 
gether since last November’s 
Cook Cup match with Australia 
and, all tilings being equal, are 
unlikely to chang e before the 
World Cup. John Mitchell, the 
aegjgfemt onatinh with special 
responsibility for lashing the 
heavy brigade into shape, is 
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Gregor Townsend has given Scotland something to cheer in the Five Nations' Championship and now the No 10 has France in his sights on Satarday Em] 

Townsend the Brive rides again 


CONTRARY TO popular opinion 
in some of the more one-eyed 
rugby outposts of the British 
isles - Pontypridd springs in- 
stantly to mind, thanks to that 
notoriously lively night in Le 
Bar Toulzac some 19 months 
ago - the small French town of 
Brive is not a no-go area for 
those possessing a cell or two 
of Celtic blood in their veins. In 
fact, the respectable burghers 
of the Correze are really quite 
keen on the polite, quietly-spo- 
ken Scotsman who has taken 
possession of a tasty little pied- 
drterre overlooking the market 
square for the duration of his 
stay with the local side. 

Whether the Brivistes will 
still feel like clutching Gregor 
Townsend to the communal 
breast this time next week 
rather depends on what hap- 
pens to St-Denis on Saturday. 
Should Scotland achieve a sec- 
ond springtime victory in Paris 
in the space of four years to 
complete an unexpectedly 
meaningful challenge for the 
Five Nations title, Townsend 
will no doubt be on the receiv- 
ing end of the odd Gallic barb. 
Moreover if the most imagina- 
tive British stand-off of the 
decade should add insult to in- 
jury by winning his one-on-one 
battle ofwits with Thomas Cas- 
taignfcde, the bottle-blond dar- 
ling of the Tricdore aristocracy, 
he could find his next helping 
of truffle soup spiked with 
something nasty. 

On the other hand, it may 
wdl be that Tbwnsend will con- 
tinue to be lionised by all who 
spend their Sunday afternoons 
at the Parc Municipal des 
Sports, iirespective of events at 

the Stade de France. Brive, 
the 1997 European champions 
and beaten finalists a year later 
have come alive again after a 


Scotland's swashbuckling stand-off has heeded his French lessons and 
is hoping to turn them on the hosts at Stade de France. By Chris Hewett 


distinctly rough spell in 
domestic competition and. ac- 
cording to the locals, the res- 
urrection is not unconnected to 
the fact that their Scottish 
import has started to play 
And when Thwnsend plays, 
fairly average back divisions 
tend to perform above their sta- 
tion. Not that the Brive back- 
line couiif be described as 
average - not with Philippe 
Carbonneau and Lisandro 
Arbizu sandwiching the outside- 
half from Edinburgh, and David 
Venditti, Pascal Bomati, 
Sebastien Carrat and 
Chris tophe Lamaison prowl- 


‘That Lions tour was 
important. I needed 
to prove I could play 
10 at the top level. I 
find I need to convince 
myself over and over ’ 


tog the wide open prairies. No. 
it is Scotland's bread-and-but- 
ter back division that the mae- 
stro has pulled, pushed and 
prodded into the stratosphere 
over the past nine weeks or so. 
And to think, Jim Teller was 
planning to make a lull-back or 
him! People have been burned 
at the stake for lesser heresies. 

Typically, Townsend deflects 
much of the praise in the di- 
rection of his new straight mail. 
John Leslie, an apparently 
inexhaustible repository of New 
Zealand know-how who has 
tightened Scotland's midfield 
act to tourniquet level. "Oh 


yes. he’s good," says the No 10 
of his No 12. “John is the sort 
of player who makes a stand-off 
feel good about himselt just by 
being there outside him. He's 
always desperate for the ball, 
which suits me fine because I 
always want to do something 
with the ball once we’ve won it 
He never hides and he never 
drops you in it If something 
goes wrong, or you've made a 
bad calL he'll take the ball up. 
protect it to contact and give 
you the chance to start over. 
He’s such a mature player and 
some of that maturity has 
rubbed off on me. I think." 

If there is one allegation 
Townsend's critics have seldom 
hesitated to throw in Ills face, 
it is one of immaturity. Not of 
course, immaturity in the 
Gam sense - during the 1997 
Lions tour, to which he con- 
tributed immeasurably more 
than he was given credit for. he 
did not touch a drop until the 
series was won - but in his 
reluctance to cut his coat to suit 
the available cloth. Tfoo often, 
according to the nay-savers, his 
ideas Szzle into nothing; there 
are no percentages to his play, 
no steady hand on the tiller, no 
discipline. In other words, he 
should be far more boring. 

It will never be Townsend's 
way. thank the Lord. Ian 
McGeechan. who coached him 
at club level last season and 
also picked him ahead of Nell 
Jenkins as the Lions’ stand-off 
to South Africa, is fond of sav- 
ing that "Gregor's thought 
processes are a yard quicker 
than everyone else's". That 
should be read as praise, not 
criticism. McGeechan. a big 


Townsend supporter; did not get 
to coach three Lions parties by 
asking his best players to be 
less inspired. 

Yet Townsend is not always 
so full of self-confidence as his 
brilliance would suggest. "That 
Lions tour was very important 
to me because I needed to 
prove to myself that I could play 
io at the very top level. It’s 
where I most enjoy playing, 
always have done, but for var- 
ious reasons. I haven't always 
been picked there. I find I need 
to convince myself over and 
over again, especially when 
I've spent a fair bit of time play- 
tog in a different position. 

"When things went well for 
me on Scotland's tour of Aus- 
tralia last summer. I thought 1 
might be in for the long run. But 
[ popped a shoulder a few 
weeks after moving to Brive 
and when Scotland came to play 
the Maoris at Murrayfield 
before Christmas it was only my 
second game back. 1 had a 
rough afternoon and Jim 
dropped me for the Springbok 
Test It happens. I was back for 
the start of the Five Nations, 
though, albeit at centre. That 
pleased me. I love being a part 
of the championship.” 

Duncan Hodge's injury raid- 
wav through the opening game 
with Wales at Murrayfield forced 
Telfer into making policy on 
the hoof and the old curmud- 
geon's instincts proved, sound. 
Townsend slotted into the ful- 
crum position, Alan Tail went 
from bench to outside centre, 
the Scots threequarter line 
started to crackle and, suddenly, 
heaven was a place on the out- 
skirts of Edinburgh. They have 


barely taken a backward glance 
since; even though they allowed 
England to sneak a win at 
Twickenham a fortnight later 
they claimed a moral victory. 

"A missed opportunity, for 
sure." says Townsend a by- 
scorer that day. “We had that 
English defence at sixes and 
sevens, especially after half- 
time, and I don’t think anyone 
would have been too outraged 
had we gone on to win the 
match. We’re still making the 
breaks - we made them against 
Italy and also against the Irish 
-but we’re more confident now, 
more aware of our own ability. 


'We had the English 
at sixes and sevens. If 
we had been a little 
bit more aware we 
could be chasing a 
Slam this weekend' 


If we'd been that little bit more 
aware at Twickenham, we could 
be chasing a Shun this weekend. 

“Well take a good deal out of 
this tournament, though; re- 
gardless of the result this week- 
end; after all, we've had to play 
the whole thing without Bryan 
Redpath, our captain before 
Christmas, and a lot of it with- 
out Doddie Weir. When you add 
Jamie Mayer, Matt Proudfoot 
and Gordon Simpson to the 
unavailables. we look pretty 
strong going into the World 
Cup. Those of us who are in the 
starting Itoe-up now are going 
to have to sweat for our places. 


which is ideal from Jim’s point 
of view." 

Quite where Tbwnsend will 
play his rugby after this au- 
tumn's showpiece tournament 
remains unclean he has an 
option for another season with 
Brive. but he may indulge his 
wanderlust once more and look 
to broaden his rugby education 
- and his life to general - else- 
where. Tin loving Brive, now 
that I've found my feet and 
learned some of the language," 
he says. “Just as importantly, 
the domestic championship has 
really taken off these last few 
weeks. I found the dub game 
here a little fiat at first, but since 
we reached the last 16 stage, all 
the colour and buzz you asso- 
ciate with French rugby has ap- 
peared. The whole town came 
out for a recent game with 
Montferrand and it was exactly 
what I came to experience. 

"Still there are other things 
I want to do. Super 12 rugby 
down to the southern hemi- 
sphere fascinates me; I'd love 
to give that a whirl some day. 

“At the same time, the Allied 
Dunbar Premiership is going 
from strength to strength and, 
with the English dubs back to 
Europe, there will be a lot going 
on at home next season. I don’t 
really have any master plan. I 
want to be dialienged and I want 
to try new things. That’s all" 

It is a stone cold certainty 
that Townsend will try new 
things at the Stade de France 
on Saturday afternoon and that 
his duel with Castaignede will 
tickle the fancy of every afi- 
cionado to town. If, as in 1996, 
Townsend makes this champi- 
onship his own, the most 
adventurous rugby spirit of the 
age will surely win over all 
those critics who live their lives 
a yard off the pace. 
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Grand National Meeting: Fiddling the fax gives a scare but today’s fear is tackling the big fences in the 


Facts support 
Henderson’s 
National case 


A trainer who has endured agonising near misses 
in Aintree’s showpiece has his challenger primed 
for success this year. By Richard Edmondson 


A WEEK AGO today Nicky Hen- 
derson's Grand National 
dreams were reduced to tat- 
ters. The Lamboum trainer 
was informed that his Ama- 
zonian mare. Fiddling The 
Ruts, was no longer qualified 
to run in the great race. 

“This fax came on some offi- 
cial AmtreaotepaperteDii^ 
that mares were being banned 
because they distracted the 
geldings." he says. Henderson 
was momentarily in despair. 
And then he noticed the date in 
the comer of his newspaper 

It is easier to joke about the 
Grand National before you ac- 
tually arrive at Aintnee and 
witness those great Andes ™ 
of spruce punctuating a , 
bleak Merseyside land- 
scape. Nicholas John Hen- 7 
derson has ridden 
successfully over the Liv- 
erpool fences and has also a - 
come fiendishly close to h 
w inning the big one in his 
19 attempts as a trainer He — 
has heard the opinions that 
modifications have made the 
contest about as terrifying as a 
wicker basket full of kittens. He 
does not believe them. For 
Henderson this r emains a race 
apart 

“If you win the Gold Cup 
you've probably got the best 
horse and this is a handicap and 
not everyone's cup of tea,” he 
says, “but it's the history, the 
pageantry that goes with the 
race, that makes it unique. It 
gives everyone a buzz. 

“The National is a world 
event and it’s very special. 
They’ve really built it back up 
in recent years to the event it 
should be. Sure the fences have 
been modified since the old 
days, but I’m certainly not 
going to say it's an easy race. 
I'm as frightened now about 
running horses as l ever was 
riding in it" 


And he was certainly more 
than a tinge scared even when 
he won at the old place. That 
was in 1977, when Happy War- 
rior collected the Foxhunters' 
Chase as his jockey did a fair 
impression of a barnacle. “It 
was a bit hairy because unfor- 
tunately we didn’t have a 
breastgirth on the horse and 
the saddle finished round bis 
tafi," Henderson says. “It was 
a bit scary at the time, but fun 
when you look back on it” 
Henderson himself can re- 
flect on a six-year, amateur-rid- 
ing career which spawned 75 
winners. When he changed 


' Sure the fences have been 
modified but I’m not going 
to say it’s an easy race. I'm 
as frightened about running 
horses as I was riding in it’ 


hats (a trilby for a helmet! and 
began training at Windsor 
House in Lamboum be was 
gifted a horse called See You 
Then. 

This was a malevolent crea- 
ture which would bill you if his 
domain was breached. He did 
however accomplish a similar 
act to opponents on the race- 
course and, in 1987. completed 
a hat-trick in the Champion 
Hurdle. “He's taken loads of 
chunks out of me over the 
years," Henderson said at the 
time. “I give him a carrot every 
night and he still hates me.” 

By 1992, howevec Henderson 
had become too popular: He (fid 
a yard swap with Peter Wahvyn 
and moved to the larger Seven 
Barrows barracks just down the 
road, the premises which had 
nurtured the 1975 Derby win- 
ner; Grundy. 


This complex is notable in 
Lamboum for possessing its 
own private gallops. It takes its 
name from the heaps of earth 
on site, the barrows, which 
hide Saxon tombs. There 
should be a further burial hump 
for its master's Grand Nation- 
al aspirations because, tty as he 
might, this is one of tiie few ma- 
jors to have eluded Henderson. 

Old Zongalero was second, 
as was The Tsarevich. Classi- 
fied was third and fifth, and 
Brown Windsor fourth. Just 
recently, though, the fortunes 
have been appalling. The last 
three horses Henderson has 
run in the Grand National 
have not managed to land 
on four hooves over the first 
1 fence. 

y “It’s extraordinary isn't 
n it," he says, “especially as 
you try to pick the right 
g ones for the race. It’s a dif- 
y> ferent day and you don’t 
take r unning a horse in 
— this race lightly because 
there are still difficult ob- 
stacles. The top priority is that 
horses all come back in one 
piece . nd alter that we’ll just 
see how we g... 

“I don't think we'll dare 
watch the start on Saturday. It’s 
a good job you can't see much 
at Liverpool because it’s all you 
can do to force yourself to 
watch the race." 

Fiddling The Facts has cer- 
tainly been worth watching 
throughout the season. She 
was third to Tteeton MM on her 
seasonal debut in the Hen- 
nessy Gold Cup and has fin- 
ished runner-up on her 
remaining starts - to Kendal 
Cavalier in the Welsh National, 
Him Of Praise in Uttoxeter's 
National Trial and, most re- 
cently, to Young Kenny in the 
Grand National Trial at Hay- 
dock. 

If this well-named runner 



Fiddling The Fbcts. the only mare in Saturday’s Grand National Robert HaUam 


(she is by Orchestra out of the 
Rirry Glen mare, Fbcts *N Fan- 
cies) succeeds on Saturday she 
will be the first ofher gender to 
do so since Nickel Coin in 1951. 

“We were always really 
thinking of the Irish National for 
her but we’ve got drawn into 
this as she'd have got top 
weight on drying ground at 
Fhiryhouse," Henderson says. 
“The lOst 3lb on soft ground at 
Aintree is far better for her. 


"She's had only four races 
and certainly tiredness won’t 
be a factor. The horses that 
had hard races at Cheltenham 
are entitled to be more weary 
than she is. She’s had a nice 
break.” 

Nicky Henderson remains in 
good form after an astonish- 
ingly rewarding spring which 
has taken him to fourth place 
in the trainers’ championship. 
Another winner at Ascot yes- 


AINTREE 


HYPERION 

2.00 Piped Aboard 420 Hors La Loi Hi 

2.35 Escartefigue 4.50 Sera Iran Cross 

3.10 DAWN LEADER (nap) 5.20 Pharanear 

3.45 Mely Moss 

GOING: Grand National course - Good to Soft (Soft in places); MBdmay Course 8 
Hurtle track - Good (Good to Soft In places). 

■ Two left-hand courses. Grand rational erturt is 2 mfies and triangular with a nwt-i n 
ot almost 500yds. Massive spruce and hr fence*, several with a steep drop or the fenci- 
ng atda Mdmay eras! G 125 mkw rornd with conventional ■park’ fences. 

■ Course Is NE ot city, tan from the M57 on the A5a Staton (served by Liverpool. Lima 
St) adjoins course. ADMISSION: Tickets for all stands £25; Tattersals Cn (accompa- 
nied chidren free). COURSE CAR PARKS; Sold out (Free park 5 ride service). 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: D Nicholson tM»4 (234%), M Pipe M-91 (154%), N Twbton-Davfes 
9451 m J H Johnson 6-77 (222%) 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: A P McCoy B-49 (32.7%). A Dobbin 9-28 (32.1%/. N WIIDemson 
8-56 (1A3%). P Cartoeny 6-27 (222%) 

■ FAVOURITES: W whs from 189 races success rate (382%). 

TONGUE STRAP: Bauman (200): Damza (HO). Around The Horn, Young Nimrod (346): 
Nosam (150): Ginger R» (520) 

BUNKERED FAST TIME: Sands Of Gold (345): Heavens Above (450); Otter ffiver (520); 
Piped Aboard (veered. 200); Domra (veered, an) 

LONG DISTANCE TRAVELLER: Around The Horn, Ybung Nimrod (3*5) sent 257 mlea 

n nnl BARTON AND GUESTIER TOP NOVICE HURDLE (Grade 
fc,u -J 2) (A) £35,000 added 2m 110yds 

1 1Z-T12 JOE MAC (23) (D) U P McManus) C Rxte5 fl 8 C O'Dwyer 

2 1F5TI GRECIAN QART (103) (D) (Lt*d WanaxM N Henteson 7 n 5 M AFtagondd 

3 4310 SKANDEH A AZAM (68) (CD) (BF) (Lord Darestxry) C Grant 6 11 3 — N WaBaraxm 

a 2Tt3 ARCTIC FANCY (23) (D) (Cod CuSOnersj J SmytfvOsbciima 6 T1 0 WMatfm 

5 521 BASMAN (28) (D) (T**m Edrerciscn & Earners) 9 Smart 5 T1 0 CUewe «»n 

6 BW BRILLIANT STAR (NZ) (35) (D) (TG K Corctaucaon) S Bradshaw 7 it 0....JL Dobbin 

7 4ms LORD LAMB (F12)(D](Bf^ [A Sftsrract & J Rerun) Sfrs M Rnslgy 7 ft 0 Jtfc A Dempsey 

B 11201 HEART (33) (D) (C & S Brariial Mss H Knrpt 6 toB DGatagher 

9 ISO PIPED ABOARD CM) (D) (I* Mh MB Jones) M Pipa 4 D 8 A P McCoy V 

- 9 decined- 

BETTING: W Joe Mac, 4-1 Lord Land M Arctic Fancy, 11-2 Grecian Dirt. H Ba ro n. 12-1 
Piped Aboard, 2S-I Heart. BriOant fiat SM Starter A Azam 
TBU- Fatatete « n IB A P McCoy 7£ )t tev (M Rpei to ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Joe Mac Class performer just outstayed n Champion Bunper at Cheltenham last 
year. Easy wmer at Naas and Leoparristown pnor id 17-fength 2nd to Hors La La m 
at Cheltenham (gong we* three out) Obvious chance in a seemingly weaker race 
Grecian Dart Lfoes up fresh after the latest Boxing Day win from Jungl at Kfempton. 
Previous B4ength vmner ot poor race at Wlndsot Ukety to (May prominent pari with 
sharp course to suit 

Srkender A Ann: Wtan here In November and Mowed up bom Prince Baber at Don- 
caster. Vltafl beaten ki Neap last tone. 10th to KathryrtS Pet at Doncaster, and looks out- 
classed 

Arctic Fancy: Mud winner at Plumpton and Fdkestone and surprise 3rd on faster sur- 
face to Hors La La ffi et CheBenham (7 lengths behind Joe Mao Sufi ask on sharp- 
er course 

Beaman: Twee beaten at LmSow before 7-length wm (rwn Father Kronas at Wncanfon 
May snuggle n Sts much a t imga race reamed to a sharp track 
BrWfent Star; Dial Ludtow wmer (from Father Kramas and Saddlers' Roe) so sharp 
course wS sun. Sti needs to mpmve a lot to cope with these rivals 
Lord Lamb: Smart bumper and hunJes wmer who had a warm up run on the Rat 
T 2 days ago (h& runcig n 3rd to Largesse estetang me aye o( the stewards) Sght- 
ly disappointing on final tudtes start when beaten by Major Sponsor " soft (pound 
Heart: Decern mare who gained 4th win when defyviglopwaght n handfoap at New- 
bury Stiff task back a^nsl same amart novices 

Piped Aboard: Disappointed on FTat even when feed Unhand Htedles wmar on debut 
and 34-terigth 9th to Katarina In Triumph at Cheltenham. Cam Should suit and trad 
«i a visor 

VERDICT: Joe Mae is chasing a consolation prize after being thrashed by Horn La 
La m at Cheltannam. There a no reason why he shouldm confirm me form with the 
thW, Aretk: Fancy, but the doubt Is his atfty to run up to res best on a sharp course 
The progrrcstve Grecian Dart is just lt» type to go weta fresh and Ihe course should 
suf isn haring won A Wtabor and Lord Lamb mads a pteaang reappearance 

in a Flat race at Doncaster 12 days ago and ha had looked wry decent uiti he was 
outstayed n lha rrwl by Major Sponsor at Newcastle, but a chance is taken enth PIPED 
ABOARD, who is n a visor aft nr an inprared showing in the Tnumpti Hunta. 

10 ocl MARTELL CUP CHASE (Grade 2) (CLASS A) 

£65,000 added 3m If (Mildmay Course) 

1 3U115 Dfl LHJNT pi) (D) (BF) (P Erneryl PHc0bs8 tl 5 ROunaoody 

2 CH20 ESCART^CUE (HQ (2T) (CO) (D C Mertar] 0 Mchotson 7 It 5 RJatracn 

3 &SP2S GO BALLISTIC SI) (D) Wra S J Lockhart} D Nchobon DR 5 A Dobbin 

4 -B644 MACGEORGE (23) (t*lr Mra J H llfatscn) R Lae 9 tl 5 _AMaguire 

5 Q-ttfl MAJAKHJ (FR)(2q (CM ,BJ 3 R F Badsrtwn) M Ppe 5 D D ... APIkCoy 

-Sdadared- 

BETTWG: 64 Hajadou, 9-« Go Batette, tm Ettastsflgue, 1M Dr Launt, 12-1 Macgeorga 
898 Escartefigue 6 n 13 R Johnson tl-2 (D Metmaonl 8 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Dr Leunt Ran baefy beam Boas Doyle at last year* flxtuv. Again comes from a hard 
race at Chettenham when 5th to Stomiyterwahern the Grand Anm^l (2m5D Three- 
tines wmar over 3m and back with Richard Dmwoody after &ripres*« Kempfonwin 
from The Land Agent 


Eacertefigue: Top class 3^niar and cracking 2nd to Florida Peal at Leopardstnwn 
before weflJjeaten 7th in Gold Cup K7 lengths behmd Go Bafestic) Fine chance and 
won Bus 12 months ago 

Go Bamtic: Fast-ground tower and career beet 2nd » See More Busress in Chel- 
tenham Gold Cup (led 4 out tfl headed last and beaten 1 length) Obvnus chance on 
thal pertomanoe and wi be silted by today* sharper course, though needs to bounce 
back fresh attar hard race 

Macgsenge: Tough handtoapper who Bees to be up with the pace. Stitt task at CheP 
tertiam (tth to B«tyte Boy with big we^D and coid sjrpcae with course io ait 
Majadotc Rawvite off ierwm mark when beatng Ktog ot Spreta * lengths n tfid- 
may Ot Fteta Handfoap at Chettenham £2m4f) SWter task hare agama proven stavere 

pqPfnl SANDEMAN MAGHULL NOVICE CHASE |:];7aE] 
° m 'yJ (Grade 1) (CA) £55,000 2m (Mildmay Course) UaHa 

1 3WB CtRCUS STAR (9) (D) [The Ib^nasteis) D Mchcbon fin J .. R Johnson 

2 221-31 CUFTON BEAT (USA) (12) (D) IMG St Quinton) PHoBbs Bit 4. . RDunpondy 

3 TC321 DAMZA (5) (D) (N Mascni N Mason 7 TM - _ . R Guest V 

4 32-121 DAWN LEADER (48) (IQ (Bcnsprit) J CAd B Tl a . . TJ Murphy 

5 mu- GROKS (34fl) (D) U P McMams) C Roche (kl)6H4 COThryer 

6 SGtn FLAGSHIP IBHIALLB p3) (PI (E Gufeef) P fechafc 5 10 n . . . JTozani 

7 -'002 THE50H DE MAI (HI) (23) (Q) (J Moran) M Pipe SHU .APMcCoyB 

~7dedarad~ 

BETTING: 8-4 Flagship UberaBe*, WTrescr De Mai, 7-2 Dawn Leader; 11-2 Grimes. 12-1 Cfiftor 

BaaL 25-1 Ctrous Star, 85-1 Damza 

BSB- Direct Rose 7 Tl 4 P Carberry 9-2 (JHJotnson) 6 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Circus Stan Manly dsappoinbng over fences but has dene unto wrong ot fete: baai- 
ng Charmng Grl at Ludlow and under ZJengdi 2nd to Dnes ai Sandown. Ground In 
hs favour but soft task 

CUfton Beat: Cruse wmer at Nnrian Abba and warm*, eased down to be-a Damza 
(wmer nert time) W lengths in a handfoap 12 days aga Softer task today but acts on 
tastBh ground 

Damza: Kepi on wall to beat Mr Snaggle n weak Tbwcesfer handicap last Sarurday 
alter taSmg to get to aB-the-way winner Cifton Beal at Warwck worse leday with 
that winner 

Dawn Leaden Pipped by Famisre in the opening hurdle last year More of a chaser 
and Newtaury and SandCMn wris sandwiched with fine 2nd to Dines al Esher Smart 
and Improvement to come 

Grimes: UsefU hurdler (winner at Leoperdstown twice and also at Puncheswwn Fes- 
tival hawig first nn for a year and jumpvig fences lor fee first tvne. Last ot taw io Bet- 
near here 12 monms ago 

Flagship UberaUes: Confirmed Warwick superiority over Tresor De Mai when beai- 
ng th» rival jusl over 2 tngtns in the Artde at Chetienham (led two out) Same weghts 
here so every Chance 

TVeaor De Mai: Ex-French winner twice beaen by Ffegshp LtoeraJes the latest by 
k« aver 2 lengths an todayts terms «i the Arhle at Cheltenham (kepi on r\si-n) 
VERDICT: This features the Artde Trophy rematch between FLAGSHIP UBERAU ES 
and Ttaaor De Mai. Paul Nfohottrf charge can be tancred to confirm superiority on the 
same terms, though a tug danger emerges ri Jvn Old's Dawn Leader, who has done 
Itlle wrong over fences and a gettng narrowly beaten by Fsafcte n the opening hur- 
<Se wi the card 12 months ago CHOon Baal dearly has the beating ot Damza and 
looks stronger than Circus Star. 

o“v[rf| MARTELL FOX HUNTERS CHASE (CLASS B) ri-UJ 
I £20,000 added 2m 6f (National course) mm 

1 F.P-1P APPLE JOHN (IB) {A Whtng) A VMpg BBC.- MrLJettanl 

2 &ih AROUND THE HORN (P2S) (Magebn Pamashp) lAsOGnssel 12 120. Mr P Hacking 

3 -F0133 auvhiar (USA) (pq (D) y Pwfinj J dtoere n eo MrTVPughan V 

A p*ea* BfoBO BAGGtNS (P12) IMsPAleSsy) BlWeyll 120. . „ . . Mr M Goman 

5 P3B-H CHARMBTS WELL (27) r Clfry) G BAAm tl GO . UtNFsMy 

e RPtca C OURT M ASTS) (P12) [D BorrartafemsDSwratiafen 120 . . Ur C Bonner 

7 045351 DESERT CALM (8) RNFute) DMcCan D 12 0 . . J% D Afer&Hankey 

8 21-12 ELEGANT LORD pi) (BF) (J P Mdttnus) E Botger |M) ft CO U-PFedm 

9 23U43 FISCAL POLK7T (17) (A R 'Rotter) A Tiober 11 120 Hr H Trotter 

D KL22 FORMALINWrADON (IS) (D) (CBSralti) DMayCury D SO UrJUPrkchanl 

11 3P4Uf GALE TOI (28) (R Cock) Mss C Son D 12 0 . . .. _ Kx)or □ EBwmd 

12 -PPU31 GOLDEN SAVANNAH (P12) (A Maaian) A MaoJan B 120 JtrAHacutan 

O M2.W lO tODC ( 13) (E Kncflfl P Oianigs n gD- Mr C Vigors 

w 0S(M2 tOBHffiT (28) (Ws^l Emery) PHobttsCBD MrRFbntstal 

G zm HEUT MOSS (FHJ (768) (BF) PC Moth) CEgertan 8120 . Jllr A Dempsey 

G «3.T 0 MR BOSTON (2i) (D) (M K OKtwnJ R Wtaodhcuse w T2D. . Mr JPMcNamara 

17 PONTOON 0HIDGE (IS) U S SnnOefel J Smdela 12 12 0 . . libs S SwindaH 

* FP-P1P ROUQIOUEST (26) (Q {A TA W3te) T Casey 0120 JHrU Btadaime 

« S^®S OF GOLD (21) (ftetl Badham) C Nmno Ti 12 0 Mr M Armytage B 


11 3P4UI GALE TOI (28)<R Cock) Mss CBtatD 12 0. ... - - Major OEftNoad 

12 -PPU31 GOLDEN SAVANNAH (PI2)|A MaoJan) A MaoJan 8 CO JtrAHacutan 

G U2.S1 lO tODC ( 13) (E Kngrd) P Oareigs H BO- Hr C Vigors 

14 QSO-32 fOBHSr (26) (W5,fl Emery) P Hobos C GO MrRFbntstal 

G aoOZ' MEUf MOSS (FHJ (768) (BF) PC Mhiw) C Egertai 8120 . JHrADempsey 
G CL'S) MR BOSTON (2i) (D) (M i( OUum] fl Mxxfsuse m2 0. . MrJPHcNamara 

17 M-628 PONTDON BRIIXSE (IQ U SSwnOHsl J Swndelfl OBO . . Mbs S SwindaH 

fl FPP1P ROUOI QUEST (26) (C) (A TAVtotesJT Casey 0 120 JHrU Bodume 

S gfl/P SAfBS OF GOLD (21) (Bret: BatSum) C termo T1120 Mr M Armytage B 

20 001231 THE CRAZY BISHOP (2^ (Mrs OorGhyE Dim) J Own frl]H CO JlrJAQubm 

21 P«Pe TOMS GEMIW STAR (15) (0J Carter) 0 Carter n BO MfJYbuig 

22 -PSP S4 WALLS COURT (P1 1 ) (P UcKieJJOSisa C CO . Mi JR Bartow S 

23 P412F WHALE OF A KNKJHT (M) (D)(BF) S Gekri) A J Marin (W] Off 0 . .Hr A Marital 

» SUS=U YOWI6NIMflM(15)(GJOWtaag)Mr5DGrasei12l20 MrG Wrom 

-ZSdedared- 

BETTING: 6-4 Ekgant Lord, 4-1 Mfty Most, B-1 Formal Inritattam. 10-1 WtaleOIA Knight, Rough 
Omal, 1W Mote. Gala ToL 20-1 CharmM Wtafl, The Crazy Bishop, K-l ethers 
®98 Cavafero 9 12 0 to ACharfesJcmw XM (HMamers)30ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Apple John: 25-1 winner at Tbutton (3m. heavy) in March. Outsider again here even 
on thrt «*nng torn and has run po«1y M E«ter on orty slart since 
AiDWid The Horn: Wbn two ports ofod a Sandown hunter chase Strut good) the 
term Pai 1st id find on that form Santana doubt on Rufes el torts. Doubtful nmer 
Auvlflan Siowd ripfe on stroe m« unde* rules bi 19&8. but has won a pomt »ce 
BOn Sagglnc Ponter (remafe in tuwr cnase n 1997} vvho looks out of te depth 

Charmer's WeB; V/innsr ot hunter ehsaes (Doth 3m2L 3cifi surtsee) a RAesfone and 
Hereford under the useful ndec SonfeWng to fnd en form, and pmpng ts a warty 
Court Master Modes handfoap chaser at 2m/an4i 13a season N3t much chance 
on those efforts, but has won three of ha tat tour outngs n ports the ye art 
Desert Cable Busy m hunter chases ths season. 1S-1 when slwl-heading Corm DE&- 
truval at AsaA f£m4£ good to fimn) e days ago his first wn al 29th anenpt over ^jmps 


Elegant Lord: Went Bee the wrner unU run-n when beaten IV* lengths by Cavatero 
n the race test year isufft. Some flaws on that form, but very much the one to beat on 
ttas second to Casda Mane a Cheltenham (3m2t goadi three weeks ago 
Fiscal Policy: Fair form to frame <n hurter chases, but the b a teg step up rtass 
Formal Imrttatton: Did wel in novice chases n W96 fB7 Ughtfy raced since, but IV* 
lengths second to Grvriey Gate at Lurtow (2m4t good) showed he could figue here 
Gale Tot Rally usefU lost term Favounta very easy wmer of weak hunter chase at 
Sandown (2rrv»t good to soft) from Ktare« and Desert Calm Unproven beyond 2m4l 
Golden Savannah: No chance on form mks rale's, but won a point 12 days ego 
Idiotic: St to find on hs hunter chase form. 6-4 when winning &runner race at New- 
bury pm, good to firm) blest star! by 17. lengths from AI Weather 
Nbreet Fifth in the John Hughes over C8D last year Nowhere near that good This, 
lam, though wart too last to front when beaten 27 lengths by Gale Tbi last time 
Mely Moss: &xrid chance on 199697 efforts, when wnntog one handfoap and placed 
off 135 n two others, at 2nvH and 3mif The trouble g hte 75B-day absence 
Mr Boston: Ravounre and bang n contention when tafetg 2 out to modest renewal of 
lha race 2 years ago V-length wire at Hurmngdcn pm. good) n April before wel 
beaten at 25- 1 at Cheltenham three weeks ago Stays wet Acts on soft 
Pontoon Bridge: in harm *1 tenter chases over arrwl at both Doncaster and Ludow 
This longer trip shcxM be m tvs favour tut he has to improve markedy. 

Rough Chest: 1996 Grand Nataonaf winner and very smart tann first half ot last saa- 
son balore talng n the GoW and piAed up n the Naocnai Mtes below form when 
lucky wtonar ot iwmer cfwse at Newbury Pi*ed up to hantecap 8 days fetet 
Sands Of Gold: Remote fourth n novice hunter chase over Mdmay couse 12 months 
ago Won at Cartmal (3m2t firm) but 200-1 and no Show ai Cheltenham on return 
The Crazy Bishop; Smart chaser for Tony Mulns to 1996197 Little form last him sea- 
sons. but changed stables and has s*k» won two tash Points 
Tbm’s Gemini Star Winner at around 3m (good groird) at both Hereford and Worces- 
ter last May. Has nor come ctow to repeating mat form. Stttfisti task even « he Cd 
Wale Court: Looks wed out of tea depth 

Whale Of A Knight: Smart chaser n 1996197 season, but accompfehed nothng n 
three starts last term Has won one ol he lour outrgs n tosh points tfns year 
Young Ntaimxxt We*- beaten fifth n the last two njirtangs of ttes event making most 
test occasion. Has fateo 10 complete n two ports and a hunter chase frte season 
VERDICT: It this field had Onea <<>twa years aga one woid have safe that it was a 
high -class renewal Unfortunately, the Bias of KJbreet Mr Boston. Whale Of A Knight 
and most significantly. Rough Quest al look wel below Over best nowadays The ex- 
ception to the dsprittog trend e ELEGANT LORD, who went close to last year's re- 
newal and last manlh ran resdy ml a ihe Chefterham FeawaL Ha has to be the setoclm 
with Formal Invitation and Gale To I the chief dangers on recent form Only two of 
the 24 runners are aged infer to with Mely Moss a very rtetestng contender If ana 
knew he retaned tea aMty after a fey -off of over two years 

[ A ~ b n] GLEN LI VET ANNIVERSARY 4YO NOVICE l ipT i&l 
HURDLE (Grade 2) (A) £40,000 2m 110yds tUSS 

f tm HORS LA LOI HI (FR) (231 (D) Fai Green) M Pipe n 4 . — JLPMcCoy 

2 3Q AFARAD (21) (D) U P McMarus] C Rode IH) n 0 .. . . - „CFSwan 

3 122221 GOLDBI RULE (18) (D) (Crock otGddSynd) Ms FMCroafeytH) tr 0 . Jt Dunwoody 

4 2331 SHAHBM BN (F1 1) (D) UameS FifapartkJ W J Rfcpacicfc (Irl) 11 0 - .. .P Carberry 

5 1F210 SBffLY GIFTEu (21) (D) (Steve Haiurod) T Easterbv 11 0 LWyar 

8 21 TSQUAA (28) (D) (G Wbllins 8 ^ Wfe Pa ves) N Henderson n 0 ■■ HAFfbgwakl 

BETTING: 4-7 Hen La Loi IL 92 Marad, Stanply Gifted. 8-1 Terpdta. 12-1 Golden Rule, ED-1 Shopat- 
en 

to88- Deep water 4ft OR GartitlyB-l |M hfemnondl M ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Hors La Ual lit Uibeaten in three crjrE lor Frartooe Doinen. ivirttog an sott. FUv 
away wmer o( the Supreme Novices’ ai Cheftenham (2m gpod) on first start (or new 
connectotos. tooting 3 out soon dear and beating Joe Mac 17 lengths 
Aferad: &-L went smoothly long way when $v> lengths Ihkd of 19 flnshers to Katanno 
vi Triumph Hiffdfe at Cheltenham (2mU good) Earter won at Leopardstown (soft) 
Golden Rule: Listed Flat winner A leadng Irish juvenic over hurtfies, wirier twice and 
three tmes ctose up when second to Knife Edge; aR those races on soft striae* 
Starpaterc Malden on Flat. Also tools to have a very atari ueH on hurdfes form, but 
dd wffi his latest start (a mofeen hurdfe at Ltnenok; 2m heavy) by 15 lengths 
Stanply Gifted: Has wen three of 6 starts over huiSes. notably at Kayoocta (2m soft) 
r fine style penJtnu® start Below tom a lengths behind A&robad, at Cheftenham 
TfequXa: Party useful rriter on FfeL 2nd to Wave Rack at Sandown on hurting debut 
4-6. comfortable winner from My Don Man #1 l&runrwr marten hudfe at Wtocanion 
pm good to ccto) 3 weeks fausr. Capable rt better, but ttes c, a huge step up In class 
VERDICT; R Is ImpossUe la oppose HORS LA LOI, who stemmed Joe Mac (a on- 
rer to the 200 today) si the Chettenham Festival and would have occomnd for Carte- 
rs Hi 01 decant style as wel had that nvoi not been parted horn ha Jockey two out. 
Ttwre shotid be less between Aferad and Simply GHtaxt than ffi tho Truriph. but they 
batn look up against it GoMon Rule to best of the rest 

U 'e fl l CHIVAS REGAL NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS C) 

^ ,au l £15,000 added 2m 4f (Mildmay Course) 

1 212221 BALLAD MINSTTEL (12) (D) t G E ShcMo) J FtoCnrald 7 no _ LWnrB 

2 ^UJP4 STRONG TEL (231(D) (TNaUMpfoe 9n O .. .. . R DunwsMy 

3 4-1231 ROYAL TOAST (15) (tata OrcWW EOwwte) N rtatderai 7 11 g . .HAFt&sontad 

4 -10)1 DARK STRANGS? (FR) (1) (D) PerryNe*) MPpeS Tl 7 DGNtaha 

5 6-5G1 SOCIETY BRIEF (53) tSooay Syixtcate) A L T Mcxjre (M) 7 n 4 C O'Dwyer 

8 tSITM FOURTH tN LINE (40) (DHBF) U Nchofc LkS l*a V Wfamo h h 3.. NWlUroon 

7 -am SADMADBAD(USA)(28)[D)(PD^MraMRtw>loy5li 1 . .PNhw, 

5 4MF6 CHARLE FOXTROT (34) (D) (KfltsoLowffyersl IteLRussd 7 h o R Johnson 

8 DU2F1 F0UWRY LANE (73) (A Slwran) tah U Rcwtef800... . MrADmipm 

D &m-w FOTRESTTRBE03) (D)(BF) (Tremr Henmngd Mttunnordfi U O BHantm 

n 44F20 ROTAL PRED1CA (FR) (47) (F A Deal) M Ppe 5 to ? APMcCoyB 

to WP21P HANA51S (NZ) (12) (D) (Strtsy W OirVe) S Br«#3Tw BOG ADabhto 

0 3U423 N0SAM(M)(D)(NBK3SOi)NUhbiB105 RGum 

m OSKin SCHAHAN CROSS (45) (BF) (Mm Jkfn tograci) J J 07*46 04 .. . R McGrath 
to 1SAYEM5 ABPfE (12) (Q) tBF) lR EG Le aned) F Ltophy 7 to; AHagutaeB 

— IS declared - 

BETTJNG: M FooHtay Lam, Royel Piwflea. 7-1 Fourth in Une. Sod Uad Bad. 8-1 Society Brito, 
12-1 BaBad Miititrel, RoyalTtaL Strenfl Tat Sctahan Chjm. D«rk SWngor. 14-1 adun 
m Cafir<fl Yfid B fl ti Mr J fezart (S) 5-' (P fertwk) E ran 


Dempsey a 
and Moss 
have class * 


of 


terday took him to 65 success- 
es lor the campaign. Numbers 
though do not mean as much as 
they once did. Now it is their 
identity which matters most 
“We have got very dose to the 
Grand National in the past" he 
says, “and Tm very keen to 
crack it" 

That eventuality would cer- 
tainly lead to a volley of cele- 
bratory faxes. Some of them 
might even be genuine. 


gamblers, purists, comm- 
unists - the first day of the 
Grand National meeting has 

something far everyone 

is a whole series of short-pncea 
favourites for mugs to back or 
chancers to oppose including 
twd of the most impressive 
winners at last month’s Chel- 
tenham Festival, Hors La Lra 
m pnri Ffrg^hip UheraHes. And 
above all there is the Ftox 
Hunters’ Chase, in which 24 
amateur riders, most of them 
scions of the ruling class, will 
attempt to ride around one cir- 
cuit of the Grand National 
fences. This, as ever will be a 
sight to gladden hard-left 
hearts almost as much as a ren- 
dition of The Internationale. 

Yet not all the riders are the 
eager but hopeless sorts that 
punters try to avoid at afl costs. 
Sift through the fist of names 
and you will find some who are 
effectively professionals al- 
ready, most notably Alan 
Dempsey and Richard Ftirristal 
among those who are British- 
based. And it is Dempsey, who 
is by some way the most suc- 
cessfid amateur rider in Britain 
this year; who may hold the key 
to this year's Fbx Hunters', 
and make it, for once, a decent 
betting medium. 

Dempsey has been booked to 
ride Mely Moss (next best 
3.45), whose recent form is not 
encouraging for the simple rea- 
son that there isrftany. IVro sea- 
sons ago, though, Mely Moss 
was a highly promising young 
chases and one who, at his best, 
would beat most of today's field 
with a fence to spare. He is still 
just eight years old, and prob- 
ably capable of better form 
still, assuming that he is fit and 
well after a 768-day absence. 

Were he representing one of 
the many small-time handlers 
who send runners to this race, 
this would be a big assumption. 
MetyMoss, though, is prepared 
by Charles Egertmi arxi has ap- 
parently been laid out for the 
race. Odds of about 9-2 may not 
look tempting in such an un- 
predictable event, but Mely 
Moss has excellent form, the 
best jockey going and bags of 
potentiaL 

The most valuable race of the 


BY GREG WOOD 

day fa the MfcrteO Cur m which 
the standard advice is to avoid 
any horse who ran at Chet 
tenhamandm^nowbefitefing 
the effects. Unfortunately * 
five of today’s runners were in 
action at the festival, though 
with varying levels of exertion 
Go Ballistic ran the race of 
his life to finish second in thfr 
Gold Cup. MAJADOU (hap 
235), on the other hand, made 
a mockery of the handicap in 
the MQdmqy of Elete and coast- 
ed home by 14 lengths. The 
ease of that success, not to 
mention the weight he gets 


RICHARD EDMONDSON** 
Nap; Society Brief 
(Aintree 4.50) 

NB: Grecian Dart 
(Aintree 2.00) 

from his four rivals today, 
should make the difference. 

Victory for Majadou would 
give a valuable push to Martin 
Pipe as he tries to regain top 
position in the trainers' table 
from Paul Nicholfa. The lattm; 
though, has a leafing chance of 
his own today in Fla^hqiUber- 
afles, who wffl face, among oth- 
ers, Pipe’s Tresor De Mai, the 
Ax^Troffaynmner^inthe 
Maghull Novices' Chase. 

Here, though, it may pay to 
side with a horse who missed 
Cheltenham in Dawn Leader 
(3.10), who has doce little wrong 
in his three outings over fences, 
while another relatively fresh 
horse. Lord Lamb (ZOO), may 
have the beating of Joe Mac in 
fiie opening novices’ hurdle. 
Joe Mac finished second in the 


was beaten so far by Horsra 
Loi m-wfao runs in tocfetysjn- 
venile hurdle - that the bare 
form may flatter him. 

Hors La Loi IH is not, on the 
face of it, a horse to oppose, but 
it is just possible that Simpty 
Gifted (420) will give him a ' 
race. Tim Easterly's charge 
was travelling partiralarty well 
in the Triumph Hurdle until the 
turn into the straight and 
today’s easier track may be 
much more to his liking. 


FORM GUIDE 

Baiad Mftwtre): UseM iMder and fust as good onr fencaa. wtortang at CBtterick (&n. 
good) and Bangor (ZmAl HandfoafV soft). Sometimes finds Ufa 
Stating TW: Lodes type to do nail w fences, but held bock by poor jumping. Rrufy 
repro&jced lutSes torrn when fourth in the Kin MUta at Chettenham (Snrit good) 
Royal Tbaat Has won two of fair starts to novice chases, on soft at Newton 
Attoot and Towcastec Has raced only at around am thta tarn, but an4l ahotid suit 
Dartc Stranger Uton twice at around 2m4t before wel held (staff task) in the VBdmey 
OtFtete fast frne Ortay serious rival dsappafated when he wan eosly HAecat yeefeRfay 
Society arte* bnprovfag. Wbn at Wtettad seemd atari over fences and. fotanfog one 
run bat* over ludte* fofowed 141 h handteep at Punchestawn (battt Zm. hsavy) 
Fourth hi Une: Has tad excetaif seeson. wriiig four tries at around Znrtt Can be 
toigrven Jatast Btart under foreaig ride on heavy ground. Staid go wel 
Sad Mad Beet tfes wan few of five starts over fences d a aromdanat on soft goundL 
ai odds on tfwee ttanra teefodng when al out to win on lest two oc ca sions 
Charife Foxtrot Forty useful hwdfer in taetend, Promakig for new stable over fences, 
but lucky winner (Matiborough W) over ami at Hoydocfc Staff task tar haretacop debut 
Foundry Lane: Wd tiamScappod on hutfcs form Evens, got □» martt wer fences 
in 4^imer race at WWherty pm, heavy). No dsgrace to be outstayed by NM Dee 
at same cause on ortay previous start ai 2m4L but Jwnpiig errore are a wry 
Fonmt Tribe: Ujtft improved on chasng debut wtwn wmng in good style to Aw 
(2rn4L softL tte^jpofcitingnfflrt tine, but po3sayyfaied to stay 3rp1t Has® improve 
Royal Piwflca: Ex- French, with two runs Iwe. No chance on wtavtang tann at 2-6 st 
Ptempton, but better form when Tf langttts fast of 3 Unfetters to Rocktorce at Ascot 
Marauds: Favourite, got oft the mark over fences at 8th attempt tat novice handcap 

at Doncaster (2m4t goocO Often Jumped poorty before; and c9d so agafo on latest 

Nosam: TTrae Smeo successful at arowxl 2m4l on good to soft tttas tarn at Sedgefieid 
( 2 ) and Doncaster. Recant efforts suggest the handtoapper now has Ws measure 
Scnrtun Cross: Ex-trtsh w ta rtng porter. Rtmnewjp over 2n>M (soft) to Fourth te Line 
at Haydock (by V* length, good chance at revised weights) and to Treme* at Uttoerisc 
Posstefe excuse for ctasappotntr^ firtshtaig effort test Bma has made mistakes 
t teav * n * ^ J ?^l5 a c ecl 81 5 «» 1 PW8d starts over^ fences. Looked ftaiyurtier when 
beaten neck by Rsfcander at Newbury {&n4t Ikm) faiast start, end bMnred here 

VERDICT: FOUNDRY LANE is the possibfe blot on (he handicap, but enors have cost 

hrt deer TTie handrapper has not had rrwh to go on with the Pipe* French import 
Royal Prodfca. and Scrahan Cross Is also was handteapped Fourth In Line tusetta- 
ld eactvway dams. wMe Socfety Brief and Forrest T»m are open to kiprowmenL 


15 201 BARTON & GUESTIER HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS B) 
£17,500 added 3m 110yds 

' *^5 - 1 ? t 313 **^ 3 f=a5 fe"ert D MOiEhon 9 n t)_— RThorfaon 

2 Sl-ftO LADY OVCKET (FR) (23) 07 A Johnson) URpe5 ft 8 APMcCoyB 

3 -Otoft TEAATRAL (61) (Boron) Goer Bsocssck) C Eaeton 5 1)13„ NWDroatB 

4 -VB0 ALPINE RAMTHBt (B1) (D)(PD Sj/J) fes M Retefey S 10 8 PUwi 

5 34011) JJBTWPWIBSMLDfcMBimitareLPklwSBtofi. SaEu 

6 S!^' ro ^hfl(D)(Vfelw<WP^ CLfeseln 

7 S*W0 GWGffl rax (USA) (21) (U & J 

8 3M« DAMPOtn (22) (J P McManus) A P OBnai (H) 5 V) o b EK 

9 TTI230 RtPO KHAIBSMA (2to (lha riedenzb) P Hobbs 9 DO SVL-ZS 

to CP-PB NOCtOKY (23) ^ (ferry r^taTf^B toT^. . .!" kEESS. 

n 2UM0 JAZZ TRACK (23) (Martin B Joiesl M Roe 5 no 

S B MKaKKMf^iiSH 

- (RareayLogiratwi) T Cuthgi BOD KJotnaon 

to PU-PFP OTTStnwa ( 80(0 Carter) 0 Can* to BO —JlrRFbntaSHB 

wSSSSESXSSIZ W 

FORM GUIDE 

Pharanasc V\ton Gc*J Card Final ar Chattenham two y«ara ago but orty 7tt> to Gen- 
h ,»£2f r! ««ll OH course fast seeson and i«Srn*Jto berttot^rAiS^ 
i-k^ wff ff wr ne xt time) a Kempe an n February. F>w chance pH 2b feMwr 
mara aml rtprossnre writer an British detxn at Newtuv 

niahti iii* Soft ground spociate (rwwunef on the tet yestenlBv) who hs bootnn 
Peafiri ffljwtu w dnoej at Kernpton and Ju& Nip (abo a wtner nan kmi at Sonkmi 

horn Befarafe More on ptetebut *tahte^SttSKySr^ Ut ‘ 

Gln 9 0f ^ ^VtonowramAI fast season and ties raced over stnteiLu**, 
ng big weight at Doncaster and »h n Cornty i X” ^™ ***■ 
Otrapoun CredfaUe nre te condtaorts races^ 

[btojud^Stength^ !oKheyravrariitwaTY516fohw^a^i<^»^^l^ 

Pspo KharismB Ftone of Sto taeher mark sn» c23L 

Nocfcaky: Wbn weak heap at tfeydock and led 88i unU heaixi itmi «■* *iw. — 
tandh «h to Gnrosa et QMfertSnM* ^ ™ L2!?“ "f 60 « ***** a 35- 


Chwehtown Gtan: Both wins at Haydock this sefflonirth^wwwlS ;?tL2L!!? nc *“ p 
Ortay Oft to Kates Charm at Unmoa 

Rk, two pieofia te hont d yesterdays narrow Ascotloeer 

Ctwnty Htetfe, has every taianee B hegets toe trip, Generaiu, n the 
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Williams runs 
out of steam 


SONYA jeyaseelan. a Cana- 
c5an qualifier; brought an abrupt 
i-end to Venus Williams ’winning 
’streak, dumping the American 
out of the second round of the 
WTA event at Amelia Island in 
Florida. Williams, the winner of 
two successive tournaments, at 
Oklahoma City and the Upton 
Championships at Key Bis- 

cayne. suflered an unexpected 
6-4, 7-6 defeat. 

Williams, the third seed who 
entered her first day court 
tournament of the year having 
lost just one of her previous 14 
matches, saw her power neu- 
tralised on the slower surface 
hy Jeyaseelan, the woridNo 140. 

In Oeiras, Portugal, the top- 
seeded Ante Huber suffered a 
similarly premature exit in the 
Estoril Open yesterday; when 
she lost to unheralded and 
unseeded Hungarian Rita Kuti 
Ks 7-6, 6-1. The 24-year-old 
. German's performance was 
Jshoth petulant and errors- 
* strewn as Huber repeatedly 
lost her temper and hurled her 
racket to the ground 


TENNIS 


BY WYN Griffiths 

She began badly losing her 
first service game and slumped 
to 5-1 down in the first set but 
briefly fought back. Huber then 
surrendered a 5-1 lead in the 
tie-break and collapsed in the 
second seL “Nothing went right 
for me today.” she lamented 

In the men's singles, the 
Spaniard Felix Mantilla, seed- 
ed sixth, chalked up a 6-3. 6-2 
second-round victory over 
Andrei Medvedev, of Ukraine, 
the winner in 1993. The No 3 
seed, Marcek) Rios of Chile, arid 
No 5 seed Gustavo Kuerten of 
Brazil, were due to play their 
first-round matches later in 
the day. 

Another top seed Carlos 
Moya, was more fortunate as be 
survived a testing first-round 
confrontation with Vladimir 
Voltchov before advancing at 
the Gold Flake Open in Madras. 
India, yesterday. Moya, making 
a push again to move past Pete 


Sampras to the top of the ATP 
rankings, beat the Belarussian 
4-6, 6-3, 6-3 atNungambakkam 
Stadium in a match that lasted 
an hour and 40 minutes. 

Moya, the onty Spaniard to 
lead the Tbur list, lasted two 
weeks at file top of file rankings 
before Sampras returned to 

his familiar slot. 

Moya only needs to reach 
the final of this bard-court 
tournament to overtake Sam- 
pras, who is not playing in a 
Tour event this week, but will 
take part in next week’s 
Barcelona Open after being 
given a wild card entry 

Anna Kournikova has once 
again refused to play for Rus- 
sia in the Fed Cup, a senior 
official said yesterday. She will 
now miss the Wbrld Group first- 
round tie against France in 
Moscow later this month. 

Kournikova, who lives in the 
United States, has refused to 
play for Russia several times in 

the past two years, each time 

citing ipjury. 

Results, Digest, page 27 



At the WIA event at Amelia Island, Sonya Jeyaseelan became the lowest-ranked player 
to beat Vanns WDfiams since the American turned professional four years ago AP 


Hamed turns to 
legend Steward 


IF OSCAR SUAREZ feds secure 
then his self-confidence must 
match that of Naseem Hamed. 
But the obscure Puerto Rican 
trainer must fear; if only in pri- 
vate, for his future with Team 
Hamed now that the Detroit 
legend, Emanuel Steward, will 
be sharing his debut in the 
Prince’s comer in Manchester 
on Saturday night. 

Steward, in town with 
lliomas Hearns, has trained 27 
world champions including 
Lennox Lewis, Evander Hoty- 
field and OscarDe La Raya. He 
is current^ the top gun-for-hire 
in basing training, a man gen- 
eraily brought in when there is 
a problem. 

Suarez was the surprise 
dance to fill the vacancy created 
by the breakdown in relations 
between Hamed and the man 
who had trained him since 
childhood, Brendan Ingle. The 
New Jersey-based Suarez has 
Ktfle substantiated track record- 

Steve Lott, part of the 
management behind the US- 
based Arab Omar Sheika, had 
trouble recalling Suarez. “He 
may have been Sheika's cut 
man,” Lot t offered. “He was 
with Sheika when Sheika was 
good,” claimed Nabeel Hamed, 



by Gun Leach 


brother of the Prince. Re- 
membering that is problemat- 
ical, also. 

Hamed was openly im- 
pressed by the one-to-one 
fitness traidng of Dominic Ingle, 
son of Brendan, as be prepared 
to fight fikyne McCullough last 
Halloween. He has made simi- 
larity flat te ri ng comments re- 
garding Suarez.* However, 
named's performance against 
McCullough was critidsed 

Steward was taken on to 
mastermind Holyfield’s re- 
match win against Riddick 
Bowe in 1993. And it was Stew- 
ard who was employed by the 
Lewis camp following the BferJd 
Boxing Council heavyweight 
champion's loss to Oliver Mc- 
Call in 1994, Steward having 
trained McCall for that fight. 

Whether Steward stays with 
Hamed remains to be seen. But 
the legendary trainer will come 
at a high price, at least the 
equivalent of the £75,000 which 
was “too expensive” for Ingle's 
services. Suarez’s fee wfll be for 
more competitive. But you get 
what you pay foe 


AINTREE 

2J35: ESCARTEFIGUE is 
attemping a rare feat - to 
win at the fixture for the third 
consecutive year after being 
beaten at the Cheltenham 
Festival. He obviously enjoys 
these tight turns - he beat 
Simply Dashing by nine 
lengths in the corresponding 
race 12 months ago - and his 
Leopards town second to 
Florida Pearl showed him to 
be as good as ever. His per- 
formance in the Gold Cup 
was not half as exciting as 
that by his stablemate Go 
Ballistic, but on the plus side 
he was not forced into a slog. 
Go Ballistic will have to 
return fresh after that battle 
with See More Business and 
takes this option rather than 
If* contesting the Grand Nation- 
jsSL Mqjadon enters new ter- 
ritory after running away 
with the Mildmay Of Flete 
Chase over five furlongs Jess 
at Cheltenham. His stamina 
has to be taken on trust so he 
rates a risky proposition. 

□□O 

3.10: With two wins already 
over Tresor De Mai, Flag- 
ship UberaUes will have a 
strong following to confirm 
superiority- in this tight little 
affair. But the race is far from 
being a walkover for the 
Arkle Trophy winner even 
though he meets the Chel- 
tenham runner-up on identi- 
cal weight terms. The 
interesting runner who could 
pop up fresh and surprise is 
DAWN LEADER, who just 
foiled by a short-head against 
Fataliste in the opening hur- 


HYPERION’S 


TV TIPS 


die race on the card 12 
months ago. He is progress- 
ing well over fences and can 
collect another top prize for 
Jim Old following Sir Talbot 
in the County Hunfie. 

□CO 

3.45: While no youngster 
himself, this could be a case 
of Elegant Lord against the 
has-beens. Runner-up in this 
race last year and at Chel- 
tenham last month, he has a 
first-rate chance of going one 
better on recent form, but 
his morning price reflects 
that and he may well face a 
tough opponent in MELY 
MOSS. Sidelined with leg 
trouble for over two years, 
but still only eight years old, 
Mety Moss used to be a 
horse of comparable ability to 
Elegant Lord and his train- 
er has had this race as the 
target for him all season. 

□□□ 

4.20: The Triumph Hurdle 
third and seventh, Afarad 
and Simply Gifted, would 
both have strong claims here 
in most renewals, but this is 
no ordinary year as they 
have to take on an outstand- 
ing juvenile in HORS LA 
LOl III. Unbeaten in four 
starts so far, and the Sup- 
reme Novices' Hurdle winner 
by 17 lengths. Hors La Loi is 
most unlikely to suffer his 
first defeat here today. 
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LEICESTER 

HYPERION 

2.15 Topatori 2.45 Doctor Spin 3.20 Lovely 
Island 355 Berkeley Dido 4.30 Tbto Caeio 
5.00 Aigunnaas 5.30 Triple Treasure 6.00 
Kala Sunrise (nb) 


6 a*T 1 LODDINGTON STAKES (CLASS C) 
£9,000 added 3YO 6f 


GOING: Good. 

STALLS: Stands side. DRAW ADVANTAGE: None. 

■ KghMund. undulatng course 

■ Course Is 2m SEcrfoty oft A& Leicester staoon (London. S> 
Pancras - Sheffield ine) 2m. ADMSSION: Cfcb EO; TaUersals 
m (OAPs tty Ptcrtc car parti C25 atewa ear aid hurt occu- 
pants. Free racecards CAR PARK: Free 

■ LEADING TRADERS; J Dunlop 24- GO f®S%), R Hannon 2A- 

64 H Cacfl «62 (2SBM P Cole 13-105 (124%) 

■ LEAD MG JOCKEYS: L Dettori 34-124 (274V Pat Eddery 27- 
129 (209%). K FtBon >9-120 (68V G Carter 16-135 (119%) 

■ FAVOURITES: 179685 (306%). 

TDNGIE STRAP: Ding Deng Sharp Ptorl (00* 
BUNKERED FIRST TINE: Lovely Island (320). Lamorn* 
(visored. 215) 


1 511- DOCTQRSPM (313) R Jcfraai Hou(pton92 — TQuta.2 

2 2C- GUMEA HUNTER (271) (DJ TEassrty 90 Jftrtuns 1 

3 36- KAAMEN (290) B Hartley 90 Rites* 

4 61- MUTAAKWD (USA) (1S3){D) JGffiden 90 GHM8 

5 2-1 PRESSIT LAUGHTER (T2) P Gde 9 0 -PasEdUmy 7 

6 20- Sn JACK (173) (D) J (taada 9 0 „.KRflon4 

7 3M5- POLES ABORT (200) (DJMferptam 8 D SDrom»9 

3 12- HMA PEEL 0»MD)B Ifcdai 8 B WJffCamorS 

9 3S3421 POUYMEUSpOKPlPEwaSS DBnmy 38 

-9 declared - 

BETT1NQ: 7-2 Guinea 94 Doctor Spin, 5-1 Kunon, Present LaqFi- 

ter, 7-1 MututtkL Petal Apart. 12-1 5tr Jack, Euro Psal 1M PoBy MBs 

FORM VERDICT 

AdffiaJtraceonpaperand It w* be Hareatng to 9e« if any 
at trie runners att ract mari tal supp ort. W ith the benefit of a 
rui under his be*. PRESENT LAUGHTER s a tBrtaBw) eftoca 


9 CXAflMKG LOTTE P£Maspaa*B9. CRtfter7 

6 K&JOEE BAY M Chsnsi BB .TQuknt 

11 KRAfONGHAGC JUMisBS SngNon4 

12 PteSTYRJctnsDnrtx^Bnes KMonls 

6 BQ-s DIAMOND Mf fon 8 9_ R Price 3 

BETTtNG:MKnree Bay. 4-1 Berteisy CMo. 5-1 EBsfccVyWsL 8-1 Titus 
Brwtea. Ptoatety; 12-1 Cowrie Boa, 16-T Argent Fads, 20-1 others 

FORM VERDICT 

KILKEE BAY scares heady on podges and ha stableto torm. 
Berkeley DMo may (to her most to da 


5.30 


41301 


o on I BURTON OVERT SELLING STAKES 
(CLASS G) £2^00 added 3YO 6f 


LANG HAM MAIDQi STAKES (CLASS D) 
£5,250 added 1m 3f 183yds 

1 4- CAUSED COWUSKte (151) GBamad 4 9C — J Wearer 1 

2 42 CHAUAPM pB) Bob Jones 4 9 t? KDayS 

3 54050 CRaERnBt(3)GRang49C DNeUBd(7)9B 

4 234- LASTMAN (USA) (J13) D Mdutan 4 9 12 NEilql 

53- HAN OF COURAGE (2S4E Dunlap 4 9 12 K Man 10 

DO- SWMGBAU.(3S)TWteon497 VSk«iry3 

UBfTEITH (USA) P Cd83B6. .CMtarB 


Ire fcj HARBOROUGH HANDICAP (CLASS D) 
J 1 £5,250 added fUDes & mares 1m 

1 51W- BAHYNSLL(l73)(0)IBBttog4DD... _JtFOon2 

2 00035 TOPATOH (164) (CO) M farrow 5 BY) S0reens9 

0G56 PEACffUL SARAH (139 Rhgam4 90 Jl Petard (3)1 

30CO SC«E(t3jPJ(Hn J<Sorer4 9« — _ . _S O WBanm 12 

ODO- A TOUCH OF FROST P03) (D) G Kaigarswi 4 9 2 A Ort 13 
00200- EL8AIIAOCf184CD*ya48l2 PUeCaba7 

7 004-00 FOWd LOVE (USA) (M) T Domeiy 4 B 3 . . CRuAsr5 

8 3-2222 ROUGE (26) (BF) J La^i 492 Dean Mdtooen 3 

9 03060- MAT CXJEEN MEGAN (1835(11) IteAtOnge 8040dV (3) B 

V 60006 LAHORNA (44) DMtdhnai 576— — -JOitonllV 

11 20060- SHADOW (IIS) NUen3dan4 7 6 .-DdsGhseaB 

C U0690- ALBERXMNE (138) J L Here 4 7 6 SNflMonlO 

G 03000- DORTCR GRANGE (227) H Msner: 4 7 11 _ J Boday (7) 14 
14 OOOSQ- 14URBIIlAN(f70)KBif1e4 7O — M Many 4 

-I4dsda«d- 

NMnumaefFC /sriOto Tree tantoqp retpc Lanoma ftTJto. SftN)ab 
7Sf 5tb, Atxrtanm TV 5ft. flonon Craigs 7* 56. Lauensan Bet tOb. 
BETTING: w Peaceful Sarah, 5-1 Qtfy UN. iva IbpNart. 5-1 Rouge, 
7-1 Scene, 10-1 Hbe Nagle, 161 A touch OF RsaL 14-1 other* 

FORM VERDICT 

Tbpatori can be mpecied to make a bold tM D repeat last 
years victory it she s »> #>e same term, but the ground could 
be diertoan ideal Elba Meglc way aho maeriMA a sMHar 
test ar Me ftto whereas Psaorfuf Sarah has yet to asurince 
that srte isather bast o«r in. B fa dtficuA lo spWGAUY MILL 
and Scene on last years (cnn. but the tatter has to put a poor 
rui on her reappearance behind her. Rouge <s capable of 
causng a few btoshes if she fa as effective on tuf as AW. 


1 -40340 CANTGEIY0UR8REATH pO)(D) UtsNlbcator95 

Urs ul as 14 V 

2 60 AMRAMTES{B6)MP0l$He90 TGNcU^flnS 

3 2230- CLARANNA PBQ) (D) R Fat*y 9 0 RWta«oop)S 

4 FUNNN Babbage 90 — FNortonIS 

5 023a GOLOSl SYRUP (OJPHnrtog 90 JQuhm13 

B SS365S LADY CAROLINE 00 (D)MJctiBfel> 90 DHelndB 

7 0004 HAMMS FC (12) (D)JM Boday 90 TQdneU 

8 2 FUJTTJCRAT (9) (BF) J Nsaeda 9 0. KMoa7 

9 65405 PRINCE CONSORT (H9 SC WSares 9 0 .. JtaneOT« 2 B 

O 4000- SPUTTNE ACES (UQRttotoes BO JtCodnaaB 

11 0000- CAH)ailNO(18^TVIttSB»B9 -VStaBety] 

C BOO DWG DONG (36) JM Boday 89 Claire Bryan (7) 4 

13 50404 LOVEUT ELAND (17) RJ Holton B 9 SVMeorthlSB 

M B5QBO MYHDnCrSDHEAH(17)ATMrdVBB_TAOSAMl(7)tO 

6 00500 RSK7 EXFBSNCE (20) ACutaneltV 

O 30645- TRUE 1GVE WAVS (1S5) (BF) W6M)irivS9 ACtat 1 

-tBdectarad- 

BETTTNG: 7-2 PMomL 13-2 Ledy CuoBne, 7-1 Golden Spap, Lurety 
fatareL 5-1 Ataremai F-C, IP-1 Cta re ma. Ptlnee Oaneort. W-1 ediere 

FORM VERDICT 

Not many one can be faterasted In here and a dear chance 
lor PLUTOCRAT to recoip last week's Newcastle losses In 
tftia tourer pad* CantgetyomtareMh and Lowly Island. *rtio 
are fit Irani the AW, may be his main rivals 


56 ROYAL MEASURE (50) BRMbnai3BB M Fenton 7 

86- TOTO CASD (Iff) BHb366 H Me 6 

06 HBGHT OFWtnSY (169) (BF) JOiftp 3 6 1._G Carter 2 
-lodednd- 

BETTMOtM-Mo Caeio. 11-4 Hdtfd Of 4-1 Uetu^ 5-1 Man 

Of Coinage, 10-1 Mantahh. 14-1 Ciuaetl ConiuafasL IB-1 odien 

FORM VERDICT 

This k»k9 a good opporuntty tar TOTO CAELO. who dredd 
find tha lass oonpetitnre than toa Nawmarint reataens which 
he cortteatad last yaat That he fa a Darby acceptor fa a pas- 
itnre Haight Of Fantasy codd poaa most mblems 


c nnl SIMON DE MONTFORT MAIDEN 

3,U Ml STAKES P) piv I) £5,250 1m 2f 

2 ALlBUNNAAS(1B) (BF) JGosdtaiABO. GHtadtt 

0 AQUATIC KBIGflO) It Bute 4 0-6 N CeBzn (5) 14 

05 FATES! RB3S (12) 0 Shew 4 9 C HMtaMonp)5 

03 KBTT (KQ P CtltW4B 12 SWNworthll 

RAMBHACXBMMBe _DHa5nl2 

tf YOUNG MARCUS (SGI) K Uopn 5 9 C JNn Mdtooea ID 
34 FTBSKT FOX fl€J) R HoBnshaad 5 B 7 D 0 a e ewy3 


ASCOTMASC0r(USA}JOl*p3B7 XFaBmU 

40- CITY njRSUTT (152) J Ffeara 387 G Be dwell 


3.55 


LEVY BOARD MEDIAN AUCTION MAID- 
EN STAKES (F) £3,000 ZYO 5f 

1 ARQBTr FACIE D Cosgcw 90 — AMcGkne12 

2 BOLD STATE M-farptais BO - ..S0rowne9 

3 COSWC BUZZ A T lAidy 9 0 DearMcKKren2 

4 «s™mrneiP&arB30 Jfawu 

5 FOLEY BtGTWEUQum 90 F Norton 8 

6 FORLORN HOPE 6 Laary 9 0 ..._ _NCadefa11 

7 TTTUS BRAMBLE BRMtaon 90 ..TSprekaS 

S BERKELEY DfDO MBs* 3 9 M FerAoeS 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 
7 
B 
9 

tJ 220- BTTST1AifBl(17S)(BF) PCtappfaHyefii 3 8 7..T QuinnS 
H 04- QMl£RYGOD(FR)(182)GlfaBgg3B7 M Roberts 4 

12 0- LAST WARlBKj (203) E Durfap 3 8 7 .W Ryan 7 

13 0- HETEOWTE (177) R Manner 3 8 7 DmOMAB 

H 53 MBOMSF m P Cd e 3 67.— CCoi(7)B 

BETTING: IMEfaertfaruA 3-1 Alguetaa, 74! Retashacfc,&1 AacutMae- 
CUL HM Griery God. 12-1 Led Ytantog, 25-1 MtaditaL 33-1 othere 

FORM VERDICT 

A couple of uBtncwwi quanfattae from tag ataUtae ei Rdnahacfc 
and Aecot Mascot make ths rteresOng, but V ENTERTAINER, 
who lx*fs Dante States and DerDy entrea, fares up to tha 
promfae oi hie Brat two ruts he shodd hare no pratiam. 


SIMON DE MONTTORT MAIDEN 
STAKES P) PIV II) £5,250 1m 2f 

1 55- EMERALD HUNTH) (239) PUcErtee 49 B TGMeLaiflWkl 3 

2 SONO TOMMY N FtanMn 9 0 G TAstteyJ 

3 Of SUGAR RS= p33) H Ryan 5 9 G P McCabe B 

4 SURE QANCBI (USA) PCcfa4 9 G_. — — JFor«»ie2 

5 3- TRIPLE TREASURE (USA) (368) H Osd <97 K Fatal 9 

6 0600 ABLE PETE (62) D Cossyore 3 8 7 AMcOknea 

7 as- AMRLJUMa]RHHmMJhnfa307 P Robinson 11 

a S3- BACKCLOTH (tst) (BF) J [krtpS B7 P« Eddery* 

9 0- BASHER JACK (175) CAfcn3S7 J Weaver 13 

« BDHEWBjKHIE(7)HCi*gidg0387 RFTreneti7 

n 3430- CAPRKJL0(218)(BF)R Harmon 3 B7 DanaOIMIO 

C 0045- SEGAVia»paS)fAsP9y3B7 — — ACuthanel 

G 0- THEaHBrnONH»fiaO)BMcMdwaB7HCod*me12 

-lldec tai ed- 

BETTING: 44 Ttlpfe Treasure, 5-1 BedfatoHi.7-1 Sue Dancec 14-1 Capri- 
do. 16-1 Ana* Jundreh, 33-1 odrere 

FORM VERDICT 

H TRIPLE TREASURE has pm her prabteme behind her — 
sha has been out at edian lor a year — she wi be axpod- 
ed to gat Henry Cedto season cfl to a Ityng start owr a trip 
which ahodd suit her we*. Sura Daneer s an kiterestlng tee 
begtoner, whie Backcloth naa each-way posetokuaa 

KIBWORTH HANDICAP (CLASS D) 
£5^50 added 7f 

0000-0 RUSSIAN MUSK (m(m*aGteie«yB 9 Q-J Ream 13 

9003-1 nmff{CD)tfJrtra»i79ff0a0. DHdtadW 

06600 KALABWBaSE(1Z)C9rrti8 9B J Fonr*ig 5 

3(210 TUMBLEWEED ie» (W) B Uachai 4 9 7 _Jfat EcWory 4 0 

135000 PmJSTAR{iqpKBukeB96 JOutanZ 

OOSO- ARTBSB<XES(199)(D)MHmh9BB95— ADdy(3)3 
MOB WSIMAIfS1YBGH(29(CI9RHcB(due95-Ta*n11 
9D0D- DOUBLE BRANDT (15Q I Bdtog 4 9 5 . — ^WHhrerlilB 

22321- GREAT MBYE (188) (D) I BeicSng 4 94 — Z- KFdtanB 

0BD0- SAFEYANA(USA) (199) (D) B Harbuy 89 1 WRyentO 

12040 1ST THE WATER (13) <D) fl Harnn 5 0 1 Dane O'TMi 9 

30654- BROUGHTONS TUHMOI. (162) (U BF) B H Mbnan C 9 1 ... 

— TSprafce 15 

30XC- BJROBGKBOTbB79)(QBMcMrtmB91_DIQoaueB(7)1B 
WBQO- WELCOME SUNSET p22)JWhartan 4 8 Q_P Roblnean 14 
flOOO- MAWMOO (175) (D) G Wrggg 8 8 G A Out 20 


6.00 


V 03064 OUDALMUTSaiAm VSoern4B n _.RCadnoa7 

V COOtO SHARP PEARL (17) D Cohere 5 B AJUfaat 

fl 340023 BEY»AH»B)(B(p) JFfaceeaflB# A Ml P) 17 V 

« 300?1- WHTTE^TTLER plCJ) (CD) Ifes S When 8 B 9 R Prfce 12 

20 00536 TY&ERSONG (7) CDwyer4BB. JLoeel 

-20dedored- 

BETTW&ll-a Wentata n ' eWlBtfi. 6-1 71aL Great Newt. 7-1 Brougttora 
IbnnoB. 10-1 Keia Sundae, 12-1 Ttaabtowead Hero, 14-1 others 

FORM VERDICT 

A stron^ynm 71 Is ideal tar WBIHMC8 WBGH. who ehowed 
toU e n a ipu iwiiM U onFtoraeBndoverihewM w buthaflwrey 
chance even If ody reproducing die farm he showed when 
auccessfii d Newmarket last Ocnber. Tier may haire been 
Battered by hie success at Newcastle on Monday and lochs 
vulnerable wider hto penalty. Great Nans and Broughtons 
Tbrmon make more appeal 


Taunton 

HYPERION 

2^5 Karen's typhoon 2.55 Sol Music 3.30 
Guido 4.05 Here's To Howie 4.40 Sharp 
Comand 5.10 King Torus 5-40 Spick And Span 


occl LANCASTER MERCEDES SPRINTER 
— NOVICE CHASE (D) £6,500 2m 110yds 


GOING: Goad to Fftm. 

■ Right -hand course Run-in of SOyoe. 

■ Course a Sot town an B3TNX Station 2m ADMISSION- Mem- 
berc£7hRaddod>£& Centre £5 CAR PARK: Cerur? £3; restate 

■ LEADING TRAINERS' U Pipe 46-222 CQT^l P Hobbs 
28-114 (24 B*.K R Hodges 17-1S7 f08%) P Nlchofla 12-95 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS A P McCoy 31150 C«7-v, u A Ftagor- 
dd g-75gl3°qt C Maude '695 (fiWi). N WM ama on 13-59 (23M 

■ FAVOURITES: to6-U7 (38%) 

TONGUE STRAP Hafebow Star (255). Party Romance (3301; 
Claseic Maaquerade, Candle Smoke (4D5) 

BUNKERED RRST TIME: WBIe B Brave. Dante’s Gold & Cal- 
Hope C2S), Be Re Wood (5101 


2.25 


PfTMINSTEH CONDITIONALS SELLING 
KTCAP HURDLE (G) £2,000 3m 110yds 


1 -355n SOL MUSS? (27) (CO) J King 7 C 0 . .. L Cummins (3) 

2 4C664 FEflRURNO (3) (D) P Rch n 11 7 ..LSuthwn (5) 

3 3F5MR NORTH IOLXBOIYI27) (C) RAfaerfl H 7 .. . AThemten 

4 63353 BUN FOR COVER (179) (D) »*s P Durtefa 7H2.... PHotay 

5 u-CPO C0NMGAR BAY (1 IB) C Mcrtxk 6 II 0 JRKmnVi 

6 63DFF HIGH GAL£ (*4) P Mrfofc 7 11 0 - _PMde 

7 POP* ROSBCRANTZ (27) (CO) UssV Mares 7119 -SKeUyP) 

8 0 TAttAHAW(121)OSrawoaJ7hO ... JAMcCwOry 

9 6D050 AMONG SANDS <20) (D)G O^teSJros 80 a_MGrWHo(g 

D OP-OQO LEGAL ROMANCE (29) J Tuck 6 O 9 _ HObrP 

n P21AP RA«aOWSWfl(FRI(47)(DJUPipe5t)7.-.RGreen8B 

-lidedered- 

BETTlNG:7-4 Sol Stosfe M ReWww Star. 5-1 North Klkeany, 7-1 Far- 
ruflno. 14-t Rbi For Com Rosenaantz, 16-1 tflgti Gale. 20-1 often 

FORM VERDICT 

Sol Music is oi good farm but the ground may have gone 
agaots; han and provided fas temper ament doewrt get the 
better of hm. * caid be vwrth chanci^ HIGH GALE on (pound 
that a Sefy to aut North Kilkenny has a farm chance and 
RoeenCTantz coufa put iq a better effort on this ground 


J Peaw 
P)8 
LSdhem 
..MBeKAafar 
F Kenny (3) V 

SKeBy 


04533 THE MWDER (FHJ (5) (C) G Edwards O h «5 
J666P UALLEB BRAVE (S) (D) RRWpsS H9- J 
IHJ06D LADY STEEL fta)P) PASS S Bute OH 5 
U05P- SLEEPTTTE (FH) (F61) IbsSWBansB H 4 . 

206850 DANCMG POSER (16) G Bddng 7 0 4 
00208 PHBLOE JET (3() (C) PFonvIfi 11 3 . 

3CK35 DW« CHANCE P) (D) M Qudws n tU.TtrCorra (5) B 

awp BWflESGOmpTTCEgroiSna. . — JSaHMeai B 

•25504 CBTTAMSURPTUSE (3) MUadgnkS O a J Eddery (7) B 
550600 S3IUGGLBT5 POWT (72) J Bndgei 9 B 13 LCunsrWBV 
It 06000U £VB0«EH.aa)DWrrt9 7OD.. . JUogfordp) 

C 0UFU5 KARSTS TYPHOON (3^ (D) Mss K Geogs S V 8 H Massy 

O MRS 5 CAUJOPE(195ACamd7t)2 OMcPMB 

H OIPPPO DUTCH (IS A Bancw 7 92 -A Betas B 

fa P06CQ GREENSDECHAT(50)LA0ace9 92 LAspefl 

9 00000 SttVBIGm(WHH wre89 0- - G Supple 

BETTING: 7-4 The Mfadw, 9-2 Pablo's JaL 6-1 Dancing Poser, 7-1 Dt- 
vtae Chanca, 12-1 Certain Surprise. 14-1 Lady Steel 16-1 others 

FORM VERDICT 

CERTAIN SURPRISE a (ha seiec&on r the hope that tfie 
can reproduce her h^roved tast-tenacul run. The longer ntp 
c a concern but rf she does last it out she has said otaeris 
off a good hanrtcap mark. TTree-trns ecus* winner The Mkv 
dar is one ol several ikely-toakaig dangers. 


o #> n | ORCHARD RESTAURANT MAIDEN 
°' JU| HURDLE (E) (DIV 1} £3,500 2m If 


A nc I ORCHARD RESTAUHANT MAIDEN 
HURDLE (E) (DIV II) £3^00 2m If 

1 CANDLE SMOKE (R36) Ms Lftchafttaetl 5 BPbwel 

2 B3P COKWai COSSACK (111) ItosH Kristi 6 It 5.. .BFfaaai 

3 F32-44 H5TES TO HOWIE (USA) (FB) MBodqrSTI 5 SWyiew 

4 00 IBBBTTHE THUS (131) C kfcrtJd< 5 11 5.-- J AMcCarttiy 

5 FD AGTT (14) Ms P Ffcbescn 5 11 0. Mr S Marts (7) 

6 4flj «3£ ABOVE (BqitosK George 5 HO RMeeaey 

7 00 CLASSK: MASQUERADE (28) Unpe4 O 9-. GSmifcp) 

B 0 DARE (IBZ) EL Janes 4 9 Q JRKavanash 

9 DUEL ISLAND (F513) J SpeaTOg 4 D G Gferiney 

9 OP FU3T0 REAL (FR) (126) P rfchcfc 4 0 tJ AThOMon 

V 6 IWEHTfOUUOVEflBIPHabbs* 9 0 RWdgarffi 

12 05 MERRY PRINCE (5) P Hedger 4 9 G MRkterts 

9 200 UIS5FARA(fW)p1)MFto«4 VB R Greene 

14 0 SEAFK3 (84) SKrqhi4 98 — PHoley 

~ 14 declared - 

BETTING: 64 Mtas Fara 4-1 CtaeafcMarouaradA 6-1 MwiyAinca, B-1 
Hm 1 ! fa Hrerta. I VVfah Ybu Love, 14-1 Canda SMika. 16-1 adwre 

FORM VERDICT 

MSS FARA q much the IteSest wemer of by tar the weak- 
er dhnson She has the bast farm, comes from a stable fr- 
mg in wlnnere telt right and centre and could wa* mpruire 
agan on the growid which suoad her so vre* on rhe Rat 


5.10 


1 600 AUtoeHJCUEfTSSJJMUtasSnS ABstaaP) 

2 CO RjOfUSTAN (14) K Bafay 5 h 5 RBMdey 

3 CU53 GUffiO (29) (D) Mss V WBarra 8 11 5 SKeBy 

4 20 WUTTY ROMANCE (USA) (28) R Fioa 5 11 5 — -JFrort 

5 0351F SHARP0ra)(19)MMjdgw*5tl5 -BFaTOn 

6 600P INTHIPOWT (5) h Hawke 5 h 0 S Wynn* 

7 BARRBt LANDS (F167) K Efahcp 4 9 o — JAMcCarthy 

8 PO BUJE MUSIC (281 4913. . RVfldger(5) 

9 PO OEDALUS (FR) (28) M Rpe 4 9 9 G Supple (3) 

V 3 DOUBLET (97) MPpe 4 013 R Greene 

n 4 RAID (2W) (BF) P Mefwfe J 9 G Albanian 

G 330 TVE G£NE GBK (21) M Henn-efc 4 9 0 - .BPoere* 

9 4 FRANCESCAS FOLUt (24) C PcfYan 4 98 0 McPhafl (5) B 

K 00 SECRET TANGO (F51) JR Best 4 98 LCUr«fans(^ 

-I4dectared- 

BETTING: 2-1 GuMo, IT-* Party R o ma nc e. 7-3 FTortStan. 7-1 Raid. 9-1 
The Gene Genie, 14-1 Afatae Fugue. Doublet, ss-1 odiare 

FORM VERDICT 

A very open contest with the IMs of Doublet and Raid hold- 
ng every chanca an Ftaf farm However, both have a at to 
prove over hur*s and if may be twsi fa sOe* wfch THE G9IE 
GENIE who has contUons to suit for the first bme w ob- 
stacles. 


A 40 1 LANCASTER MERCEDES ATEGO 
I -W'TW J HANDICAP CHASE (D) £7,500 3m 


1 6P005 GARNWM (48) NHendaizrtS n C JRKavena^i 

2 04-51 ABAKARD (192) R Fnxl 9 11 7 T O'Connor (7) 

3 91422 SHARP COMMAND (8) (D) (BF) PEcdesSil S..JBKe0y(9 

< G5R3 VICOSA (9)(D) R AHbt 9 Tl 4 .A Thornton 

5 P5H4 WISHING WULMM (51 J (CO) tteHKngrr 7 n 0_B Fenton 

6 -63334 J1AJARA07) (0 1 VHtams9 98 RWaklay 

7 -42P1P PHSATEUC|4B|(D) R AherB 94 RWldgerP) 

S 3090 ROVE5TAB (19) C Ffaffaam B 9 2 BPoweBB 

9 409 COW4TRVSTOflE(1S(CD)(BF)MPlpa990 -fl Greene 

9 346234 ttJNHtCKSVrEWpVFTutarVVO SBomupb 

n -OFFIP NORTHHTN VILLAGE (33) LA Dace 990 XAapaB 

-11 declared - 

Utimmi&gfc 10a Inm han&cap eefeTte CourbySaw Ssr 13& Dm 
n&a Wear Sat Northern VZage 8s 139. 

otf nrtO:S4 Country Store, MStapComnnAS-1 Jutara.7-1 Wleb- 
tag WBUwn. e-1 Revests, UM Vleoaa. IWWalc. 12-1 otfwre 

FORM VERDICT 

COUNTTTY STORE s taken to reeard her second victory a 
ttes tret* at the ctael etpense of Wishing W» tarn, tha other 
CSO winrtet The onfy caioe tor cancan e the ground, but 
she neerrts in such good heart at present Meat It seema worth 
takng the re* that she wi pur up with it today. 


LANCASTER MERCEDES BENZ *WTO a 
HUNTER CHASE (H) £3,000 3m 

1 1-8302 XING TORUS (9) (CD) (Bf} V DartaN 007. Mr JJuka* 

2 3B6- BUZZ OTHE CROWD p31) (D) (BF) Ms FWMwr 1205 .. 

Ifa R WootocaO (7) 

3 U/54(J1 HSTBT HORATIO (P5) W Lrt* 9 C 5 - - Mr M Lewis (7) 

4 2TO34 STILL MBUSBESS(15}(CD)(BF)RBwber 1195 

IRes P Omky (5) 

5 U^iPo BB±SWOOO(14)(D)ADun«CO..MrDOT*eere(7)B 

6 U0C31 KARLINS QUEST 6>25)P) 5 Hnm 80 OJA DDoyne-Dtooe (7) 

7 452U2 ROBBIE BEE (14) (D) Us A Toy 9 C 0 IWMGMB*r(5} 

8 P4P« FOSSYBEAR(1^(D)ttreS'ttxng7119.1is*SYoung(7) 

9 34H^ STAtBHDGE GOLD (PT^ (DBF) JDutawe 9119... 

MtaaAGasdwn(7) 

9 Pty TANDBI (1605) N Hendaaan 11 11 0 MrMFOley (7) 

- 10 declared - 

BETTWIG: 11-4 King farus, 7-2 St9 in Buatoess. 6-1 Buzz OThe Crowd. 
Stafaridge Gold, 8-1 Karfei’i Quest, ip-1 Utator Hamfa. 1M otlrare 

FORM VERDICT 

IONS TORUS ran an eyecatching race whan fust bring at 
Sandown last week and can be corrtldantfy rapectad to go 
one better on a come where he has tasted success before. 
Kartirra Quest is also at merest A a bigger price 


ORCHARD PORTMAN HANDICAP HUR- 
DLE (CLASS E) £3,500 2m If 

1 54621- paCAY(FZ99)(D)M RpaB CD R Greene 

2 U321-4 BfUONG (15) (CO) R Car*n 9 tl 8 J Power (7) 

3 -FF9D T>RJNDBlPOINT(15) (D) **3sK Gecrge ? n 8.-R Nassey B 

4 006-4] NMEOTHRE(4l)(CD)MsS1Mfams9iT5.HWIdger(5) 

5 21/66 ABOVE THE CUT (USA) (laj C Mattock 7 n 5 JAMcCarthy 

6 3F-ZS ATLANTIC IB5T (45) (CLQ BR WnoiSH D D Salter 

7 JB3044 ZDELANE(220)(D) IVMOTH7 98 L Corcoran (7) 

B 31X33 DRAGON KING (100) (CO) C Barrel 7 96 B Fenton 

9 SP-tM 9PCKAM>SfWt(F58)(D)PHedgsr595 M RkhardB 

V (7iG56 CADBURY CASTLE (20) (D) G Charles Jonas 5 92 

L Cwnfans (3) 

-lOdedwad- 

BETTWG: 74 Spkh And Span, 4-1 May, M ErtUng, 1 1-2 Dragon King. 
8-1 WneOTtaee, ID-1 ThunderpoM, 12-1 Atlantic MtaL Wi othors 

FORM VERDICT 

A moderate hancficap which can go fa SPICK AND SPAN 
whose SanJuwn fourth to Fted Guard moefc very muO now (ceo- 

ond. thKL Gfth and sccth al won nod nna^ A Im throu^i the 

tfwrt Tana For Action, gores rWn tha bearing of Atlantic Ufa 

and Dragon King and he handes fast gnxnd weL There are 

plenty of question marks over moot ol the ramandar. 


RACING RESULTS 


£achH* a onto faa odbto. pbcaa 1. 2. 3 


ASCOT 

Gong: Good n Rria Good n places 

290. (2m 41 novice lutSa) 

1. KINGS SOY — M A Ffttgandd 4-9 fav 

2. Cezanne T Peoples 20-1 

3. Motet T J Murphy 11-2 

Also rare 4-1 Parey Partwepec 33- 1 Bates 
Law. 50-1 Crack Regiment (4th). 6S-1 
Honey Dance (5th). 00-1 Afcerl (fith) 

8 ran. a IV,, 2 . 30 6 (N Henderson. Lam- 
bouml lota: wn CISC; places CIIO C2JQ 
ClSa Dual Forecast; CB20 Computer 
Strain Forecast: Pi7fa 

2JO (2m 31 hOyds. handicap chase) 

1. WISE KING TJ Murphy 9-2 fav 

2. Nortfarn aarfight A P McCoy 6-1 

a Pti Hp's Woody -JHAF&genM1» 
Atao: 5-1 Bertorm. »-2 Mon n aie Forte 
{5thL Q-2 Surar Tactics («hl 7-1 Brto- 
larrmjp 8-1 Chfafs Song (4th) 33-1 Moon 
Devi 

9 ran. 2. V*. 6, r*. IB. W OM. Wrtjughtor} 
fate: wfi £470: ptacea C15Q £220, £220 
OF: E21D0 CSF: EM16 

3J»: (3m. fang dstnnce hutfe) 

1. GALANT MOSS A P McCoy averts tav 

2. Lord Jlre TJ Murphy 12-1 

3. Paddy’s Return -AMagi wW 11-4 
Atao; 4-1 Just Np. 25- J &*oBwn Lord (4tbl 


5 ran. ?7>. <h-txi. 29 (M Ppe. WMngton) 
Tote: win CISC: places CT20. C250 DF; 
CBBQ CSF: CH04 

3^0; (2m TOytfc hanrtcop hurtfie) 

1- CHCTAMN A P McCoy 16-1 

2- Premier Generation 


A Fitzgerald 5-1 (1 lav 

3. Warm Sped- U Batchelor 6-1 

Alag ran: 5-1 |i tav ChaUfo, 11-2 Hoh 
tavader win 7-1 Real estate. 8-i Abbanft 
i*-i ABta imomatioral (Hti). 14-1 CXI Ranfc- 
tng. 16-7 SAwr Mnir. 30-1 Shoo* (Sty fifl- 
i Sanous. 

12 ran. ha 5. V*. 4. 2. (M Ptae. Wafaigtcm). 
fate: wr ES50; places £430 P1BD. £280 
DF. £4450 CSF' C065S Trfaant: £49033 

420. (an 3f nOyds. novco chase) 

1. dark stranger _a p McCoy 11 -id 

2. Master Chuz2teartt B Romfl 16-1 

Atao: SB lav Eagles Re* (pJed 141). 

3 ran. 30 (M Pipe. Wenmawnl Tote: wn 
C2K1 DF. £330. CSF: £7*6. 

S-00: (3m nOyOs, nance mn» chase) 
l.swpwras — HrVGMtaMIta 
2- Ala Thusoorebe Ur PShaw 25-1 

3. Chism Mr JO Moore 11-8 

7-4 Broad Steahft 14-i maan Crew 
l«hL 33-1 A Fftght Set Two (4(h). 66-1 Uva 
Wire (5*1 


7 ran. i\ IS. 27- *st 26. (R kSer. Btand- 
fordj fate: mn £2.10: places £160, £5.70. 
DF: £2100 CSF: £3466 NF)s: Donalach 
Mor. Satat Warner. 

SJ5: (2m inyds. now* handcap hurde) 

1. MTERDREAM R Dmwoody 4-1 co tn 

2. Pietro Bombo _T j Murphy 4-1 co fav 

3. Ki-obteonta A Thornton 4-1 es tav 

Also: 6-1 Slone's Throw (dd nol fvwty B- 
1 Sadter s Secret. 12-1 Faro, 14-1 Dark 
Romance 6*) 18-1 AHwuam KM 20-1 
Shahboor. 25-r Prancmg Bade (6th) 

10 ran. L 5 a r*. 17. (C Mam. Lamboum) 
fate: "fa £400; places Ctaa naa eibq 
DF: CS£a CSF: Ctatft 
Ptecepoc £2200 Quad pat C1L2Q 
Place 6: £34 X’ Place 5: £2775 

LUDLOW 

GOKig. Good. Good » Fton in pieces 

2.10: 1. SHARBAOARID (DJ ButfaD 7- 
4 tav; 2. fay Box 16-1: 3. Candy Copper 
40- L 13 ran. 1 Vs 27- (J PhCSJ. fate: 
£250; £160 020 £450 Dual Forecast: 
£2tea CSF: £2423 NR: Little Mss Lucy 
No ted tar me wtnna. 

2JW. 1. BAY FAIR (S Cteran) 14-1; 2. The 
Campdontan 5-1: X Lord Max kXM 16 
ran. &-8 tav Tnstrams Image (pulad up). 
3.3 [W Bosley) fate: C12.KJ: £230 £150, 
cam DF. £12Jft CSF. CJUTT 


3- 15: 1. JALB (LAspuf) 7-1; 2. Tha Nego- 
tiator 11-1,- X Selective Rosa «-i; 4. 
Stretching «-i IB ran. 11 -2 lav TWo Lords 
3. l (P Murphy) fate: £640: £230 C17U 
E53Q £40Q DF: £W90 CSF: £6460 Tnc- 
ast £109501 

3^0: 1. GRATOMI ($ Ftert 7-2; 2. CtNOfWl 
Blazer 14-1: 3. Inch Emperor 14-t 8 ran. 
15-8 tav Jemaro (tesy >». 5 (P ftadwtts) 
fate: RK): CX30 C30tt £230. DF: £2970. 
CSF: £3728. Trteast: 846Z08 
426: 1. MM-LOU-AND (0 GaBagher? 3-1 : 
2. RoHe TM: 3. Manfieno 15-2. 7 ran. 2- 
1 tav Beteiur (Mh) S'u 7 (Jfes H Knlghf) 
Toto: £340: EIBQ £200 DF: CBBQ CSF: 
£2594 Tricast: £17124 NR: Count Tony. 
49S: 1. GHIMLEY GALE (** J M Prichard) 

4- 9 tsv: Z Lakeside Lad 66-1; 3. CeUc 
Abbey 2-1 s ran. 26 « (M Jackson) fate 

£140: cisq ci33Q df. Eiaea csf: cwsa 

5^5: 1. DREAM OF NURMI (R WaWey) 5- 
4 tav: 2. Dolgta <TOr 6-1; 3, Saint CecS- 
9 7-1 IB ran. a 3 (K BoleyX fate: £230: 
C2DQ E22Q £15Q DF £1150 CSF: £7^. 
Placapefc E0020Q Quodpot £1320. 

Place 6. £37050 Place 5: £16895 

RIPON 

Going: Good 10 firm 

2J0: 1. DlSTlNCTUr EAST (S Drowne) 20- 
>; 2. WaJcfi's Dream 3-1: 3. SQcfc YHKe 

5- i T3 imt. 54 tav Smart Hfcfga U(M 


Tompkins, Newmarket) fate: E3&70; £52Q 
£2£Q £200 DF: E882Q CSF: £6453 
2SK1. PJCCADftiy/G CarWJ 14-1; Z Or 
woodatodk 12-i: 3. 8te>erG«m B-i : 4. Par- 
tite Sophie 25-1 19 im 5-1 Jl bv Matafa. 
VA. r*. (Mae Kate Mran, Mddeftam). fate: 
£2370; £49, £2flQ E31Q £69Q DF: £13500 
CSF: nTQO Tdcast 050570 
X2B: 1. HENSA (S Drowne) 13-2: 2. 
Sotgaant Ytrfc w-t; 3. Bring Sweets 9-2 
6 IWL 2-1 tav Cania Ke Brave (5th). a 2 (M 
Tompkvw). fate: £840; C3DQ £280 OF: 
£28K> CSF: £7086 NR: AMpH Boy. 

4.00: 1. LEVELLED (T Qk*n) 12-1 ; 2. Pep- 
perttoe 33-1; 3. faimg Bgwfa n-i;4. Kayo 
33- L 22 ran. tKWOtavNtfif Fl^i. Vl 1 '/*. 
(M ChannoQ Upper LamUounV fate: £1160; 
E3SQ CtlfiQ £38ft £82Q 0F:£8Sm CSF: 
£34355 Trtcsst £402573 ML PIN Cort- 
adenca 

4JS: 1. CHRIST1AN5TH) (R Gochrane) &- 
2; 2. Imperial Prince 25-1: a AJdwych 
Arnmr C-t; 4. SwBt 7-2 lev. 20 ran. I Y*. 
(F Murphy, MdcDehem). fate £590; £200. 
£740 DF: E2B43Q CSF: £11650 Dfaast 
£123200 

6.10: 1. THE QUARE FELLOW (G Hhd) 1- 
2tar. 2. RoctaOroam6-i: 3. SuraMne Boy 
9-2 1 1 ran. 2, a (J Gosdea NawmariaQ fate: 
CIS); CUQ £250 £150 DF: 0830 CSF: £355 
5-45: 1. ULTRA CALM (P GdOda) 12-1; 2. 
Dote Eto*33-1 ; 1 N^Mgtede 50-1 23 ran. 
5-2 tav ft*n Ranter. 27t, 0 (PHaotam, Md- 


teaham). fate £1700: E3BQ £990 E23Ki OF: 
E86V1Q CSF; £3460a Tncast £1581726 
a T5c 1. TJEN WORKER (J Fortuie) 3a 2. 
Solfeggi KXWO: 3. Argote Varturo 4-7 fav. 

10 raa L 2. (T Efsterby. MaHon) Tote £640: 
£120 £130 ClU DF: CB5Q CSF. £1723 Due 
Low (12-1) withd r awn not under outers. RlM 
■a apples, deducted 5p n E » aS ben 
Jackpot nol won (pod of £453737 carried 
tarward to Aintree today). 

pfacepot saeoaia Quadpot rmm 

Place 6: £545621 Piece 5: £125122. 
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Don backs 
refereeing 
exams 
for players 


PHILIP DON has insisted that 
the Premier League is already 
one step ahead of Gerhard 
Aigner the general secretary of 
Uefa, European football's gov- 
erning body, who has suggest- 
ed that players must take a 
referee’s test before they sign 
a professional contract 

The Premier League refer- 
ees' officer believes the idea is 
nothing new to the game, given 
that the FbotbaU League abol- 
ished a similar educational 
scheme eight years ago. Now 
Don is hoping to resurrect the 
plan in order to create more un- 
derstanding between players 
and officials for tbe future. 

"Up until 1991, all Youth 
Training Scheme players had to 
take a test in the laws of the 
game," Don said. “At the mo- 
ment on a scholarship course 
among Premiership acade- 
mies, there is a module players 
take on the laws of the game. 

“Acaden^y players used ta 
have to pass exams in the laws 
of the game. That was discon- 
tinued around 1991, but we are, 
hoping to bring it back.” 

Sheffield Wednesday are to 
give a week’s trial to the former ; 
German international Marco • 
Haber, currently with Las Pal- . 
mas of the Spanish Second Di- . 
vision. 

Vitesse Arnhem's Dutch 
winger Willem Korsten will 
complete a £l.5m move to 
Leeds within the next week 
after spending the last three 1 
months on loan at EQand Road. 1 

Halifax Town have released . 
their player-manager, Kieran; 
O’Regan, and his assistant,- 
Andy May. O’Regan took over '• 
at The Shay from George Mul- j 
hall on Halifax's return to the i 
Nationwide League in August 

The Marseilles striker Titi j 
Camara has claimed that he 
will join Liverpool in the close j 
season The 26-year-old said ne- 
gotiations with the Anfield club 
were at an advanced stage. 
“There is a big chance of me 
playing for Liverpool next sea- 
son even if nothing is signed 
yet," he said. “I should be sign- 
ing my contract when the trans- 
fer market reopens in May." 

The League Managers’ As- 
sociation has offered support to 
the Liverpool manager, Gdrard 


BY IAN RODGERS 

Houllier. over his initial re- 
sponse to Robbie Fbwler’s now- 
infamous goal celebration in 
Saturday’s Merseyside derby. 

Houllierhad at first claimed 
that Fbwler had been imitating 
a celebration performed in 
training by his Cameroon de- 
fender, Rigobert Song which 
depicted “eating the grass", 
but it was apparent to most ob- 
servers that Fowler had been 
mimi ckin g the act of “snorting" 
a line of cocaine. 

“All managers with any feel- 
ing for their players will imme- 
diately jump to their defence, 
which is what Gerard did," the 
LMA chief executive, John 
BarnweQ, said. “That was a mis- 
judgement which he realised 
and he said that the next day. He 
did all that he could to retract it” 

The Chilean international 
Javier Margas, who is on the 
books ofWest Ham, has told his 
national coach. Nelson Acosta, 
he wants to retire from in- 
ternational football Tbe 29-year- 
old is apparently disillusioned 
with the international game. 

Colin Hendry has given 
Rangers a lift in their bid for a 
Scottish Treble after success- 
fully coming through a reserve 
game yesterday. The Scotland 
international has been outof ac- 
tion with tendinitis but came 
through 76 minutes of a 1-0 vic- 
tory over Dundee unscathed. 

Predrag Mijatovic yester- 
day agreed to resume playing 
for Real Madrid, the fourth 
Spanish-based Yugoslav to drop 
a boycott against playing while 
Nato strikes continue against 
their country. Mijatovic was 
fined 5.5m pesetas (£23,000) 
and threatened with expulsion 
from Real's first-team squad 
after refusing to play against 
Alaves on Sunday. 

The Nigerian substitute 
Ganiyu Shittu scored two min- 
utes after coming as a second- 
half substitute in his side's 2-0 
victoiy over Germany at the 
World Youth Championship 
yesterday. Hashimu Garba 
scored the hosts' second In an- 
other upset, Peter Ofori-Quaye 
scored his second goal of the 
tournament to give Ghana a 1-0 
win over Argentina. 


Marseilles' Italian striker Fkbrizio Ravanelii fright) discusses Tuesday’s 0-0 draw with Bologna’s Francesco Antonioli 

Parma spoil the party for 


THE BANNERS around the 
Vicente Calderon stadium said 
“Welcome home Radomir" but 
something was obviously lost in 
the translation into Italian - 
Parma did not get the message. 
Atletico Madrid's Uefa Cup 
semi-final first leg proved not 
to be a glorious return for 
Baddy Antic as coach. 

The Serb, who steered the 
dub to the Spanish league and 
Cup double in 1995-96. saw his 
side lose 3-1. suffering a simi- 
lar fate to last season when they 
also found themselves inferior 


BY PHIL MINSHULL 

to Italian opposition on tbe 
. threshold of the final. That time 
they lost 2-1 to Lazio, a defeat 
that contributed to Antic's dis- 
missal at the end of the season. 

With Antic back at the helm, 
returning two weeks ago after 
both Arrigo Sacchi and Carlos 
Aguiar had come arid gone in 
the interim, the story of the 
game had a familiar ring. Ex- 
hilarating attacking play could 
not make up for cosily lapses in 
concentration and poor de- 


fending. A missed penalty' by 
Juninho after 73 minutes added 
to Antic's misery. 

He put on a brave face after 
the defeat. “The players made 
a great effort and I hope they are 
not too downhearted by this 
defeat. We had bad luck with two 
of the goals coming from cor- 
ners.” Antic said. He conceded 
Atletico “had lost a great op- 
portunity because the stadium 
had the best atmosphere I have 
seen and heard all season". 

Parma are favourites to re- 
gain the trophy they won in 1995. 


As their coach, Alberto Male- 
sani. said: “This tie is going our 
way although nothing is guar- 
anteed But the match turned 
out to be a dream and we are 
certainly veiy close to the final." 

With Bologna drawing 0-0 
away at Marseilles in their firsL 
leg, there is a strong possibility 
that 12 May will see the fifth all- 
Italian Uefa Cup final of the 
decade. It is scheduled for 
Moscow, but that might change, 
unless Marseilles can revive 
their challenge when they trav- 
el to Italy in two weeks’ time. 


“To be honest, it is now 60 
per cent to 40 per cent in their 
favour.” Christophe Dugarry, 
French international striker, 
said. “Bologna got the draw 
they had come for. They are no 
geniuses but they did exactly 
what they had to do." 

Marseilles’ Italian forward 
Fabrizio Ravanelii. was the 
only player to look good for 
them over the 90 minutes. “We 
must go there like warriors." he 
said of the return leg. He could 
prove to be Marseilles’ best 
hope. 


Wenger 

defends 

carded 

Keown 


DENNIS BERGKAMP insists 
Arsenal are not prepared to' 
temper ffiefr abrasive style and 
are willing to risk tbe conse- 
quences of their poor discipli- 
nary record to retain the 
Premiership title. And if teams 
like Blackburn Rovers, beaten 
1-0 by the Dutchman’s 14th 
goal of tbe season at Highbury 
on Tuesday night, want to test 
that commitment with their 
own brand of belligerence then 
the Gunners will always be 
ready to take them on. 

Arsenal's centre-back Mar- 
tin Keown and the Blackburn 
winger Keith Gillespie were 
both sent off in a combative fix- 
ture in which seven other play- 
ers were booked by the referee, 
Graham Poll It was Arsenal's 
ninth sending-off this season 
and the 10 th for Blackburn. 
Arsene Wenger’s side have 
now collected 82 yellow cards 
in all competitions this cam- 
paign and Blackburn 89_ 

Bergkamp said “There are 
games against certain teams 
and certain play ere you know, 
will always be very tough. We 
have good quality but we've still 
got to be aggressive. We can 
never afford to sacrifice that 
part of our game 

“We know all theyeDow and 
red cards could hurt us in the 
end but it hasn’t hurt us that 
much so far even though we 
struggled a little in the early 
part of the season. 

“Nine sendings-off is a lot 
this season and maybe it's 
something that could change 
next season, buta lot of the red 
cards were a result of two yel- 
low ones and if you look at every 
case there is often a reason to 
think it’s not really deserved" 

Martin Keown, who had (an- 
gled early on with Ashley Ward 
was dismissed 20 minutes from 
time for a second bookable of- 
fence. reacting to a foul by Chris 
Sutton with a swinging arm. 

Wenger admitted that the 21 
Arsenal sendings-off during his 
30 months in charge is “not a 
record I am very proud of" but 
pointed out “Of the nine red 
cards this season we probably 
deserved half of them. 

“It's not my job to criticise 
referees but to bring the best 
performance from my team 
and when you fight hard as you 
have to do. you sometimes suf- 
fer. Keown deserved to be sent 
off! He should not have had that 
reaction, but don’t tell me he is 
a dirty player" 
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CHELSEA MUST frnda way past 
the meanest defence in Spain 
and the goalkeeper who broke 
England's hearts last summer 
if they are to reach the Euro- 
pean Cup- Winner s’ Cup final at 
Villa Park next month. Spying 
trips by the dub's goalkeeping 
coach and scout, Eddie 
Niedzwiecki, have confirmed 
what the statistics suggest Real 
Mallorca and their Argentinian 
Wbrid Cup keeper will be tough 
hombres to break down in the 
first leg of the semi- final at 
Stamford Bridge tonight 
The Spanish side conceded 
only six goals in their opening 
15 League games this season, 
a record which took them to the 


By Steve tongue 


top of the table, and despite slip- 
ping to sixth place, their current 
goals-against record of 21 in 28 
games is better than 
Barcelona. Real Madrid or any- 
one else. In reaching tbe last 
four in their first season of Eu- 
ropean competition (earned by 
losing tbe Spanish Cup final on 
penalties to Barcelona.), they 
have conceded only three goals 
in their six matches against 
Hearts, Genk of Belgium and 
the Croatian side Varteks. 

Hie goalkeeper who is so dif- 
ficult to beat - even from the 
penalty spot, as Paul Ince and 
David Batty will confirm- is Ar- 


rock 


gentina's Carlos Roa, who 
denied England on that steamy 
night in St Etienne last June. 
Like Glenn Hoddle, he has 
courted controversy for his re- 
ligious beliefs, having become 
a Seventh-Day Adventist and 
says he may have to retire 
rather than play on Saturdays. 

Thursdays are not a prob- 
lem, however so this evening he 
will take his place behind a for- 
midable back four. Roa is one 
of several Argentinians in the 
squad recruited by their fellow- 
countryman Hector Cuper who 
has won an impressive repu- 
tation since arriving on tbe 
holiday island as a virtually 
unkn own coach. Jovan 


9 


orcas 


Stankovic, the Yugoslav, has 
not been playing out of defer- 
ence to his national association 
and is, in any case, suspended. 
Dani, once of Real Madrid, is 
the principal striker, though 
the team do not score many 
more goals than they concede. 

In tiie first round of the com- 
petition they were accused by 
Hearts of moving the goalposts 
- Oh more precisely, having one 
6in shorter than the other be- 
cause of a ridge in the pitch. Real 
won 1-OatTVnecastle. then held 
on for a 1-1 draw at their own 
rather outdated stadium to frus- 
trate the Edinburgh dub. whose 
manager Jim Jefferies, said 
yesterday: “They were very 


sound defensively and comfort- 
able on the ball. What they 
didn't like was aerial attack. 
We'd heard they were a good 
side and probably paid them too 
much respecL The keeper is a 
bit eccentric - he’s very easy to 
upset and should have been 
sent off against us when he re- 
taliated to a challenge. I think 
Chelsea will be too good for 
them, but it won’t be easy." 

The view inside the Chelsea 
camp is similar and will not be 
altered by yesterday's bold 
c laim from Cuper that his side 
are favourites to win the tie. 
■They are a very good team,” 
said Albert Ferrer, the former 
Barcelona man who has been 


outstanding at right-back for 
Chelsea this season. “They 
don’t have any superstars, but 
have a lot of discipline and 
counter-attack welL” 

The other Chelsea player 
with recent experience of Span- 
ish football is Gustavo Poyet 
who is on course to win the Cup- 
Winners' Cup for a third time 
in five seasons. He joined the 
London dub after helping to 
knock them out of the 1995 
semi-final with Zaragoza, before 
playing his part in last season's 
success as an influential 
goalscoring midfielder. 

The Uruguayan was the 
dub's leading scorer when be 
suffered a bad knee injury at 


Southampton on Boxing Day 

and three months late; his tally 

has only just been overtake! by 
Gianfranco Zola. Brought back 
for 20 minutes of the victory at 
Charlton on Saturday he admits 
he would find it difficult to play 
a full g ame tonight, so Chelsea 
must hope that Celestine Baba- 
yaro is folly recovered 

Gianhica Vialli is likely to pick 
himself, as he has done for four 
of the six European matches 
this season, which wfll leave Ray 
Wilkins in charge on the touch- 
line. Wilkins, a Chelsea dub cap- 
tain at 17 in more hirsute days, 
has a contract as coach until 
Graham Rix is released from 

nricAn in thp SIITTllTieC 


AltiKK^ilfmbebisjBrst tar 
volvement In a European tie 
since playing for Rangers in a 
European Cup quarter-final I I 
years ago, he knows the rules 
have not changed. “It’s vitally 
important when: you {day at 
home first to chalk up the 
biggest advantage you can get 
to take awap to any fordgn 
country. A^vkloiyandn. clean 
sheet would be ideal'he said. 

Appealing to the current 
Chelsea team to take revenge; 
on Roa for England’s sake 
would probably not have much 
effect, but they should eventu- 
ally actaieve-it anyway. 

CHELSEA (probabM: De Goey. Ferrer. 
Leboeuf. DesaWy. le Same Petresai. Di 
Matteo. Wise, Babayaro: Vialli. Zola. 


Luxemburgo is dreaming of Old Trafford 




VANDERLEY LUXEMBURGO, 
Lbe national coach of Brazil, has 
revealed a desire to manage 
Manchester United The flam- 
boyant coach has also spoken 
in support of Kevin Keegan's 
dual role as England coach 
and chief operating officer with 
Ftiiham. 

Luxemburgo. who won his 
sixth dub titie while combining 
the national job with leading 
Corinthians to the Brazilian 
championship late last year 
said' “I think I can coach Man- 
chester United. I think I can 
coach Barcelona. Who would 
have said Ossie Ardiles could go 
from Argentina to England 
play well and then become a 
coach? It's a question of lan- 
guage. He adapted and I think 
a Brazilian can do that. 

“Tm studying English, I 
speak it reasonably well and it's 
something Tm working on, so 
that if one day a call comes from 
Manchester United HI be ready 
to make the adaptation. I al- 
ready have a professional abil- 
ity and I want to have those kind 
of opportunities in the future." 


Brazil’s Anglophile coach has successfully matched 
the demands of club and country. By Glenn Moore 


Luxemburgo added that he 
thought English coaches could 
work in Brazil in the same way. 
adding “I dent see any problem 
with this kind of interchange. It 
already exists in European foot- 
ball and I don't understand why 
Brazil is out of the loop. Maybe 
we're ruled out because of lan- 
guage or cultural differences." 


being ebampions and getting 
into the national team. Then it's 
not good if they go on to a small 
club." 

Luxemburgo noted that Ri- 
val do. who went to Barcelona 
had developed his game while 
Denilson, who is with Real 
Beds, was having problems. 
Luxemburgo. speaking in 


something you get out of prac- 
tice. So in this sense I feel you 
lose a lot by being full-time.” 
The '46-year-old noted, how- 
ever, that It did have its advan- 
tages. “You are not so exposed 
to criticism. You only get shot 
at for what happens with the na- 
tional team. If you're with a dub 
as well you get criticised for 


‘If one day the call comes from Old Trafford, I'll be ready to make 
the adaptation. I want to have those kind of opportunities' 


The most high-profile Brazil- 
ian player to have come to 
England is Juninho but said 
Luxemburgo, he should have 
gone to a more successful dub 
than Middlesbrough. 

u If Juninho had gone to Ar- 
senal or Manchester United, his 
time in England would have 
been better,” he said. “The 
players from big clubs here in 
Brazil are used to winning, to 


an interview with World Soccer 
magazine, recently stepped 
down from his dub post, but 
said he had “lost a lot" by con- 
centrating solely on B razil. 

“Now I'm full-time I have the 
chance to observe everything 
that’s going on. but I'm not 
doing the main activity of a 
coach, the work out on the 
training ground. And if you 
stop doing an activity you lose 


what happens with both. You're 
very exposed." 

Keegan has so for avoided 
this fay bong unbeaten with dub 
and country since combining the 
jobs. His dual role was given far- 
ther backing by Fete, who said 
in the magazine: “In England, 
the way the game is run is so 
professional that it probably is 
possible to be part-time nation- 
al coach and hold down a dub 


job. In Brazil we have a lot to 
learn from England." 

England last played in Brazil 
in 1984, when John Barnes 
scored his great solo goal. 
Brazil have since been regular 
visitors to Wembley but England 
have not been back to Rio de 
Janeiro. Luxemburgo claimed: 
“We have invited England, who 
have a contract with the CBF 
[the Brazilian Football Federa- 
tion!. They owe us a game but 
say they cant come because 
they dont have any free dates." 

In the interview Luxembur- 
go also denied that the sports- 
wear company Nike have too 
much influence on the Brazil- 
ian team, but admitted the 
game in his country needs to 
modernise. This has begun 
with a virtual takeover of the 
Rio dub championship by 
Giobo. the Brazilian television 
company, which is insisting on 
the previously ignored concept 
of a proper fixture list Huge 
fines wfll be levied on dubs who 
fail to appear for matches or re- 
arrange them unilaterally, as 
has been common in the past. 
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1 Australians tie up victory 


ANDY GREGORY has ordered 
his Salford players in for an- 
other 7am tr ainin g stint to- 
morrow as he seeks to drive 
them from "the comfort zone". 

The Reds' coach has adopt- 
ed a draco nian stance towards 
team preparations following 
the dub’s eighth straight defeat 
in Super League. His players 
were ordered to report for 

training at 6.45am yesterday fol- 
lowing Tuesday night's 30-14 de- 
feat at Halifax and, after giving 
the players a rest today, has told 
his squad to set their alarms 
early again tomorrow. 

“Perhaps a few of them have 
had it too easy so fen" Grego- 
ry. the longest-serving coach in 
the professional game, said 
“If you want to be successful in 
life, you have got to graft Some 
of them don't know how lucky 
they are. These players don't 
have to get up at 6am to dig 
holes. They have an easy life." 

Gregory, who used to com- 
bine his job as a scrap metal 
merchant with helping Wigan to 
Wembley glory five times in a 
row up to 1992, decided to get 
tough after watching his side 
produce an error-strewn per- 
formance at H alifax , where 
they experienced a fifth suc- 
cessive defeat 

The Salford captain, David 
Hulme. said: “It was a bit of a 
shock when he told us to be in 
for seven. At least it was light 
with the clocks having gone for- 
ward At the end of the day, you 
have just got to get on with it 
We are privileged compared to 
most people." 


Hulme missed the defeat by 
Halifax with an ankle injury but 
hopes to be fit for the Reds’" next 
two home matches, ag ains t 
Castleford and Huddersfield 

“They're probably the most 
important games of the sea- 
son," said Hulme. who at 35 is 
the oldest player In Super 
League. 

“We have a difficult May 
when we play the big guns and 
it's vital we get four points 
from these next two games. 

“The way the games have 
been going, it’s bound to get you 
down. Td be lying if I said oth- 
erwise. But were all profes- 
sionals and we have to get on 
with it." 

Salford suffered more dis- 
appointment with the loss of the 
hooker Malcolm Alker. who will 
have X-rays on an Injured 
shoulder today, and the news 
that full-back Gary Broadbent 
feces another fortnight out with 
a damaged ankle. 

Workington’s former St He- 
lens and Salford forward Paul 
Fbrber, was yesterday banned 
for five matches and fined £100 
after being found guilty of 
deliberate use of a forearm to 
the head of an opponent in his 
side’s Northern Ford Premier- 
ship match against Dewsbury 
last month. 

Arthur Thomas, the 55-year- 
old businessman who was a di- 
rector of Wigan for eight 
months during 1997, has joined 
the board at Super League 
leaders St Helens. 
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DESPITE A dogged innings of 56 
from the opener Adrian Griffith, 
Australia ran through the West 
Indian tail-end batsmen to win 
the fourth and final Tfest by 176 
runs here yesterday. The 
tourists retain the Frank Wor- 
rell Trophy by drawing the 
s&fes 2-2. 

$he Australians took two 
wickets during the morning 
session to reduce the West In- 
dies, set a daunting target of 
388, to 158 for 6 atluneh. 

Resuming at 105 for 4, the 
West Indies were quickly in 
deeper trouble when Jimmy 
AdamSjtheirmainhopeofliold- 
ing out for a draw, was dis- 
missed without a single run 
being added. 

Colin Millei; who bowls both 
medium pace and spin, and 
was called up in place of the leg- 
spmner Shane Warns, utilised 
his off-spin to have Adams 
smartly stumped fcy Ian Healy 
for 18. 

Griffith and Ridley Jacobs 
added 40 to see off Australia's 
mainstream attack and it was 
the occasional bowler Greg 


Awesome 
^Sullivan 
hits form 


SNOOKER J 


JOHN HIGGINS, the holder; and 
Ronnie O’Sullivan, a forma: 
champio n, cruised through to 
the last 16 of the British Open 
in Plymouth last night. 

Higgins, the current world 
champion, knocked out the Ul- 
sterman, Terry Murphy, 5-1, 
while O’Sullivan, the world No 
3, wait cue better whitewash- 
ing Paul Davies 5-0. O'Sullivan 
produced a high quality per- 
formance and he finished with 
a break of 134 to add to his pre- 
vious scores of 51, 40, 68 and 97. 

“That was a bit more like it," 
said the 28-year-old from Chi g- 
well “My first round match with 
Tony Jones wasn't much of a 

spectacle, but today, I was a lot 

happier with the way Iplayed.” 
O’Sullivan, winner of this event 
in 1995, nestplitys the Yorkshire 
qualifier Jmuny Michie or Scot- 
land’s Marcus Campbelt 

Hggins has reached the last 
16 dropping only one frame in 
the process. He did not score as 
heavily as O'Sullivan to beat the 
left-handed Murphy but was 
solid throughout the match and 
now takes on Notti n gha m ’s 
Michael Holt “Deny has played 
much better than that, so I 
didn't have to work too hard,” 
said wi ggfas- “It will probably 
be tougher against Michael be- 

•^huse he's a very good potter 

"'’and looks acapable player” 

With the world No 7 Peter 
Ebddn securinga lastfoame de- 
cider to defieatMaikGrsR only 
one of the top eight seeds has 
so for foiled to reach their al- 
lotted ^ace in the draw -Scot- 
land’s Alan McManus. 


By tony Cozier 

in St John’s, Antigua 

Australia SOS & 306 
West Indies 222 & 211 
Australia tom by 176 runs 
Four-Test series drawn 2-2 

Blewett who made the next 
breakthrough, trapping Jacobs 
leg-before for 16 for his second 
wicket of the innings. 

Nehemiah Perry and Griffith 
survived until the lunch inter- 
val but the opener who had re- 
tired hurt on Tuesday before 
resuming his innings, was dis- 
missed leg-before by the leg- 
spinner Stuart MacGfil for 56. 

Ferry hit out and reached 26 
before he was caught fay 
Michael Slater off MacGilL The 
rest ofthe tail did not resist for 
long. Curtly Ambrose was 
bowled by MacGill for four 
while Corqy Collymore was 
caught by the leg-spinner off 
Glean McGrath for six. 

Australia’s only setback of 
the day came off the field when 


BADMINTON 

VONEX JAJWUN OPEN CHAMPIONSHIPS 
rUqalMvMd: Men's ringtai, secood 
rami: P Gade Christensen (Den) tx B Rock- 
hart (SCO) 15-815-4. 

BASEBALL 

AMERICAN LEMNIE: Minnesota 6 Toronto 
1; lisas 6 Decrak ft Anaheim 6 Oewebnd 5; 
NY lbnlcees 7 Oakland Chicago White Sen 

11 Somte 3. 

NATIONAL LEAGUE: San Diego A COP 
orado 3; San Franchco 7 Gnckmad h: NV Mets 

12 Florida 3; Pittsburgh 8 Montreal 2: Adana 
11 Philadelphia 3; Houston 4 Chicago Cubs 
2: Los Angeles 3 Arizona 2 (IO htmngsj. 

BASKETBALL 

NBA: PhtWetoWa 95 Milwaukee 87; Miami 
92 Toronto 7ft Cleveland 96 Chicago 89: 
Orlando 81 New Ybrie 72; New Jereey 97 
Washington 93; Houston 111 Golden State 
7A; Portland 98 Vancouver 89; Sacramento 
112 Seattle 106 fori: Phoenix 88 LA dip- 
pers 83; Utah 106 LA Lakers 93. 

CRICKET 

A Colombo court yesterday issued an 
order restraining ThUanga Sumath- 
Ipala, die Sri Lanka Cricket Board 
president, from carrying out his du- 
ties while the court investigates al- 
legations of intimidation In the 
election for the post- The defeated 
candidate CDfford Ranvatte alleged 
that gurt-carrying intruders had pre- 
vented officiate 7rom casting their 


McGrath was fined 30 per-cent 
of his match fee for bringing the 
game into disrepute over an in- 
cident at the end of Tuesday’s 
play. He was severely repri- 
manded by the match referee, 
Raman Subba Row, for spitting 
on the pitch after bowling the 
last ball of the day. 

It was accepted that Mc- 
Grath did not spit at Griffith, as 


the home team had com- 
plained. but Subba Row' said 
that spitting of any sort would 
not be condoned. 

On Tuesday evening, Mc- 
Grath had won the final round 
of his intriguing duel with Brian 
Lara, the West Indian captain. 

Lara, whose spectacular bat- 
ting exploits had earned West 
Indies an unexpected 2-1 lead 


in the four-match series, fell leg 
before to the combative Mc- 
Grath for just seven. 

McGrath’s high quality pace 
bowling had earlier in the 
evening brought him the wick- 
et of the opens- Sherwin Camp- 
bell. He also removed Griffith 
from the action when the open- 
er was forced to retire hurt after 
being struck a painful blow on 


Lancashire put faith in youth 


CYCLING 

TOUR OF THE BASQUE COUNTRY (ZM- 
U, Sp) TWrd son (195km): 1 S Garzeffl 
(It) Atotatone Una 5hr 7irin 2itC 2 U Bolts 
■fefetan: 3 M fcrtani W Mmatone Uw 
" ’t) Rabobank: 5 N AobersoJd 

:al same rime. OmraHscantf- 

1 LJatabert (W ONCE 13hr Umln 

l D RebdSn (It) raid *t 3 B Fernandez 

(Sp) Euftttd +21 set 

FOOTBALL 

SCOTTISH FOOTBALL LEAGUE; Fixture 
chances: S«n 18 Apr. Ayr v dydebai*; 
Bcfwfcft v Cowdenbeath (from J 7 Apr)- 


. FOOTBALL 

7.30 unless staled 

EUROPEAN CUP4H1NNERS* CUP 
SEHmNALS P«ST LEG 

Chelsea v Rad MaHorca 17.6S) ...... 

Lokomotiv Moscow v Lazio 

NATtONNIDE CONFERENCE 
Hereford v Klngsmntan (7,45) — 

END5LSQH CHALLENGE TROPHY 

SEMI-FINAL SECOND LEG 

Doncasw vMorecambe (7.45) 

pm WORLD ^ YOUTH aUUWWNSHH' 
GROUP E 

Cameroon v England (3.0) 

(at tamo, Nigeria) 

RVMAN UA6UE Planter DhteteM Pur- 
fleet v Owshatn (7.45). Hr* WwWob: 
Leyton Pennant v Staines. Second Dl»- 
siao: Thame v Horsham, tint* Cup 
umLIUnJ second leg: Akferdwt (3) v 
Bromley (T). 

SMIRNOFF UflSH LEAGUE Hnt DM* 
■ton: Dungannon Swifts v Garrick (7.45). 
HART LAGER NATIONAL LEAGUE OF 
IRELAND Pleader DMston: Dundalk v 
Sheftjoume (7.45). 


LANCASHIRE WILL turn to 
young talent when they launch 
the English first-dass season at 
Cambridge University today. 

With Mike Atherton injured 
and Andy Ffintoff. Ian Austin 
and Neil Fhirbrother in Shaijah, 
toe Red Rose county will take 
a number of youngsters to Fan- 
ner’s, and they are likely to give 
a first-dass debut to the 22- 
year-old seam bowler Michael 
SmethursL 

Warren Hegg, Peter Martin 
and the two senior spinners, 
Gary Keedy and Gary Yhtes, are 
rested, which means that the 


SPORTING DIGEST 


HOCKEY 

England's Under- 18 Men won the in- 
augural European Youth Tourna- 
ment to take the Appleyard Trophy 
when they defeated Spain 3-2 in the 
final in Belfast. First-half goals 
from Simon Lanyon and Robert 
Moore set up die victory, with the 
winner coming 1 5 minutes from time 
from Beestons Phillip Sully. The Un- 
der- 16 team finished third in their 
tournament In Antwerp. 

UMDEH-21 JUNIOR REGIONAL TOUR- 
NAMENT |MtH Keynes): West 1 Nortti 
2; South 1 Midlands 7; North 1 East 1: West 
2 Midlands 6; East 4 South 5 Hnal stand- 
ings: 1 North lOpcs; 2 Midlands 9: 3 South 
6: * East 3; 5 West 1. 

ICE HOCKEY 

NHL: Carolina 4 New Jersey 2: Buffalo 4 NY 
islanders 3; San Jose 1 PhoenU O. 

POOLS 

UTTLBMOOPS Treble dunce ( m axi m u m 
Botets): 23pca £55.282.50: 22 £366.30: 
21 £37.25; 20 £6.75. Helf-cfme results: 
20ocs (masc) £147.80. Four draws; 
£13.65. Nine homes: £18.20. Hue wways: 
£11.35. 

VERNONS Treble chance: 23pts 
£24.118-25: 22 £276.90: 21 £38.65. 
BETTERS Treble chance: 23pes 

£6.869.10: 22 £80.30: 21 £5.80. 20 ED 75. 
Four n»K £1.50. EtehC homes: £1.20. 
Foot draws (from all 13 draws): EM 00. 
Busy rin £28.75 (For20p). All drains tre- 
ble Chance: 24 pts E205.B5: 23 £1.55. 
Lucky numbers: 36 25 19 37 26 38. 
BRITTENS -frewe chances 22pcs £252 Oft 
21 £7.25; 20 £1.00. Foot dr aw s: £16.75. 
Ftac a ways: £5.20 Eight bones: £9 00. 

RUGBY LEAGUE 

TUESDAY LATE RESULTS: JJB Spores Su- 
per League: HaHTu |14) 30. Salford [8) 
14. KaHrem Vries Pinkney 2. Btoem. GKnon. 
Rowley: Goals Hdroyd 5. Salford: Dies 
Casey. Crompton. High ton: Goal Casey 
(3.724). Northern Ford Premiership: 
Bnwdey (16) 28. Doncaster |4] 10. Bram- 
fep Die* W Freeman. D Gibbons. O'Reilly. 
RattCr. Way: Goafs A Obtains 4. Doncast- 
en Dias Ken; C Moore: Gotfs Creassec (4501 


5CREMF1X DIRECT LEAGUE Premier 
DhtatoK Bishop Sutton v Sridport. 
NORTH WESTERN TRAINS LEAGUE 
rtrac DtuWoo; Glossop North End v Sc 

NORTHERN COUNTIES EAST LEAGUE 
Premier Dfubfeo: Arnold v North Fem- 
by: ThacUey v Garfarth. 

BnERUNK E X PR ESS MIDLAND AL- 
LIANCE Industrial Rewinds League 
Cup Sead-Haal second leg: SrapenMJ 
v Wat Midlands Police. 

JBNSON EASTBtN LEAGUE Premier 
Dtwlshxc Wraxham v Lowestoft. 

CRICKET 

nnsT-OASS matches iha da* or 

three, 1130): Fwwer’S: Cambridge Uni- 
versity v Lancashire. The Parks; Oxford 
University v Worcestershire. 

OTHER SPORTS 
SNOOKER! British Open (of HJrmourn). 
TENNIS: National Championships (1 6 and 
under) (or feffbrd). 


former England Under-19 leg- 
spinner Chris Schofield will be 
in toe Lancashire side. Tbday’s 
other three-day first-class 
game sees Oxford University 
take on Worcestershire at The 
Parks. 

James Whitaker is set to 
play his first County Champion- 
ship match for 18 months 
against Essex at Chelmsford 
next week. A knee injury kept 
him out of action last season as 
Leicestershire won the Champ- 
ionship for the second time in 
three years. 

Whitaker; who is set to play 


RUGBY UNION 

Dion O'Cuinneagain. Ireland's open- 
side Hanker, has been given the all- 
dear to turn out against Italy at 
Lansdowne Road on Saturday after 
training at Greystones RFC. Co 
Wicklow, yesterday. 

Graham Da we. the former England 
hooker, has relinquished his coach- 
ing role at Sale as part of a cost- 
cutting exercise. 

ENGLAND A (v Wales A. Wrexham, Fri- 
day 7 JO): C CaduE (Gtoucesiei |; S Brown 
(RclmorKf|. F Wanrs (WaspM. P Meuab 
i Harlequins!, J WBBano (Hjriequ.nsi. M 
IHapleMfc. S Bcbuk T Woodman (dll 
Gloucester). M Renn |Bdft|. D Crompton 
I Richmond). R Hdier. M Cornwell S OJo- 
moh (all Gloucester). R Fool-Jones (Scade 
Ffanratsj, T Dlprose (Saracens, capr) Re- 
n ta ee m en ti- N Wbblw (Haiie-fuinsj. A 
king (Wupsl. IB Shaw |Newrjsii*i. G 
Cbucer (Saracere). W Green. S Shaw. P Vol- 
ley (all Wasps). 

SAILING 

VOUTO RVA NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS 
l Graf turn Water, Canrin) TWrd day: 420 
men faltar six rams, one dbunl): 1 N 
BaVer and J Clifton I2pri. 2 T Paul and S 
Rouse 21: 3 R Watson and M Ellis 31 4 I 
Martin and C Marrui 34. 5 B f«M and J 
Holmes 35: 6 E WilLsand P Burgonaf 36 420 
women (after she raw, one discard): 1 
H Brawn and J 5coii SBpts. 2 C Banadone 
and H Mayhem 69. 3 N Baines and J Mar- 
shall 71: 4 G F Sykes and R German 86. 5 
5 Blair and T Smith 87, G U Pawiinvw and 
E Rawlinson 100. Laser (alter si* races., 
one discard): 1 M Howard I3pcs. 2 C But- 
tle 15: 3 A Walsh 1 7. 4 A Commander 1 7. 5 
D Hmey 2Cr. 6 B Rhodes 24. Laser Radial 
men (after Cl* runs, one discard): 1 P 
Griffiths 6 pts: 2 T Hub? 14. 3 M Moaovem 
23; 4 L Chapman 24. S G Blake 2 7. 6 G Pape 
3i. Laser Radial women (after si* races, 
one discard): 1 B Holt Septs' 2 K Archer 
14ft 3J Kneale?11.4 HShaw 235 SNUoyd 
236: 6 L Driscoll 263 


SNOOKER 

BRITISH OPEN | Plymouth) Second 

found: M William! fWal) bt C Harrison (Eng) 

5-2: M Hoft [EngJ tit D Rntww (Eng) 5-2. M 
King (Eng) bt D Morgan (VUI) 5-3. M king 
(Eiw) ta O Morean (WSI) 5-i. F O'Brien IP 
hi) Er B Jones (Eng) 5-4. S CUuK |Ene) bi M 
Judge (R hi) 5-3: R CPSulWan (Engj bt P EXrvles 
(WaiJ 5-0: J Higgins |Sto| hi T Murphy iNfrl) 

5-1; C Small (ftoj ta D Henry (Sea) 5-3 


in two friendlies against North- 
amptonshire over the week- 
end, said; “It is 18 months since 
I put the pads on with serious 
intent and I'm just starting to 
come to terms with it again. 
Now’ it’s a case of testing the 
body out and building up ray 
strength and I hope to be bade 
to normal very quickly. 

“Hie plan is to hit the ground 
running at Essex and get a first 
win under our belts if we can. 
We want to make a successful 
defence of the title, and perhaps 
put a one-day trophy along- 
side it as well." 


Solves |Fr| 6-2 3-6 6-3. M Rios |Cniiei hr 
A Itointt (PorrM 3-6 6-4 6- j G Kuerten I&j| 
Pi j A Mann (CP) 6-3 6-7 6-1, Second 
rand: A Cost? (Sp) til P Agchor (Haiti) 7-6. 
F Mantilla (Spl br A Medvedev i4Jhrl 6-3 6 7. 
h AUmi (MC'O b! A Pavel (Pom) 3-6 6-i 6-2 
J GoimanJ (Fr) M V Spade* |US) 6-3 6-2 
Wonten'K ibgte. first round: L Bachr- 
va (Bull bt V Menga |Bral o-l 6-1. C Tor- 
rens iSp) bt A M Foddenyi (Hun) 7-6 7-5 

6-7 Second round: R h his |Hun] bt A 
Hutrn (Gei| 7-6 61; A Kiernei |Lu*i bt E 
Bel | Spi 6-4 6-4. M D Dfiva (Arg| bt B 
Schwartz (Aut) 1-5 6-0 6 - 1 . A Baraa iGet) 
hi A Gersl (Cz Repi rei 
BAUSCH A LOMB WOMEN'S OPEN 
(Amelia Island, Fla) Singles, first round: 
J Capriati IUS) bt 5 PliS^hk* (Air>| 7-5 6-3. 
I Sled- [SAl bt M Shaugnewy iUSj 7-5 1-6 

6- 1 . S JeyjsibHan |i^n| bt G lien iLuoa |5pl 
3-6 6-3 6-2. R Drao.jmir iRomi bt N Petro- 
va (Rusi 6-2 6-2. C Papadaki [Gil bt M A 
Uenio (ven) 6-2 7-6. 1 Snydei lUSi bt L 
Schaerer (Pbr) 6-2 6-4. K Brandi |USl bt T 


the point of the elbow by a lift- 
ing McGrath delivery. 

Lara and McGrath have 
been the two sides' outstanding 
performers in an absorbing se- 
ries. Despite the failure in his 
final innings, Lara averaged 91 
from 546 runs, McGrath fin- 
ished with 30 wickets, falling 
three short of toe total he need- 
ed to become Australia's lead- 
ing wicket-taker in a series 
against toe West Indies. Clar- 
rie Grimmett and Alan David- 
son hold the record with 33 in 
a five-Tfest series. 

final day. Australia non tott 

AUSTRALIA - Rrn Inubnp 303 (5 R VUaugh 
72. J L Lunger 51 C E L Ambrose 5-94) 
WEST INDIES - F*5* tuning* 222 (B C Li«J 
ICO) 

AUSTRALIA - Second Innings 306 (J L 

Longer 127. M E Hkugh 65) 

WEST INDIES - Second Innings 

(OvemigiU' 105 for 4) 

A F G Gnf lirh Ibw b MacGill . . 56 

J C A (Urns st Hwlv b Miller 16 

IP D Lacote Ibw b Blewett .16 

N O Perry Slater b MacGill 26 

CEL Ambrttieb MacGill .... . <* 

C D Collymore ■: fAicGill b McGtath .. . 6 
C A Walih nor our . 0 

Extras |b5. it' 1 2. nb3t . . 20 

Total (102.5 overs.) 211 

Fan (cont): 5- 106. 6-1. .5. 7. i £4. 8- T 90. 9- 
209 

Bowling: McCmh 35-I0-5O-3' Dale 12-5- 
2«fi. MacGill 26-8-83-3. Miller ;• 1-10-27- 
I. Blnveir 6-3-S’-2 

Umpires: S A Bucf nor |Wii and D L Orctwid 
ISAI 


Injured Edwards 
may risk final 


SHAUN EDWARDS could face 
permanent damage if he defies 
medical advice and plays in toe 
Challenge Cup final at Wemb- 
ley on I May. 

The London Broncos’ cap- 
tain and scrum-half broke his 
thumb during toe semi-final 
victory over Castleford and has 
been told that he should be out 
of action for two or three 
months. 

Neither he nor his coach, 
Dan Stains, have finally ruled 
out his participation, however. 
“I could play with it strapped up 
and with pain-killing injections, 
but it is a risk," Edwards said. 

The veteran of 10 previous 
Cup finals has made astonish- 
ing recoveries from injuries 
that have threatened to keep 
him out of big matches before, 
but the stakes this time are 
highec with toe danger of long- 


By Dave Had field 

term harm as well as of not 
being able to handle the ball 
properly. 

The Castleford referee, Rus- 
sell Smith, is to take charge of 
his third Wembley final, toe 
Rugby League has announced. 
The referees' director. Greg 
McCalium, said that Smith's ap- 
pointment for London's meet- 
ing with Leeds was a reward for 
outstanding performances last 
year which have continued this 
season. 

Stuart Cummings, himself a 
Cup final referee on three oc- 
casions, had pushed Smith 
close for toe role, McCalium 
also revealed 

The final will be the first to 
feature a video referee, with the 
increasingly important job 
going to David Asquith. 


bt A-G 6"3ot 7-6 7-6. V RiMixi P.tv.ual ISp] 
bt S Cacir (US) 6-2 6-1. C Motar.u (US) bi 
A Fuwl (Frj 6-3 6-4. I Majdi (Crcsa) bt 5 
Rtaruli (YUgl 7-5 6-3. C Fubin [rJSl bt N F'latl 
(Au! ) b-J 6-1: L Raymond |U5I bt L Nei- 
land (Lati 3-6 6-1 6-4 F Zuluaga ('loll M 
M Luch: iCioa) 6-4 6-1.1 Gorr-schaiegiu |Atgi 
bt J Moledly (Can! 6- 3 6- 1 : A Smathncva |hr| 
ti E Gagiarai (Swit) 7-5 6-1 Second 
round: B Schefi [Autj bt C Papaoaki (Gr| 
6-3 6-3. R Dragomir |Pom) bt M Se>na iSp) 
6-? 6-2. V Ruanb Faseual |5p] bt T Panola 
(Rusi 7-6 4-6 6-3. N Onhy (Fn bt E 
Lirartcva tUkri 6-1 6-3. M S^lrt. (USl bt *• 
HiauVr.wa (Cz Rep) 6-2 6-2. C Mil line; (Spl 
III 1 Snyder (US) 6-1 6-7. L Uavenport JUS) 
bi I Hlsnlk (SJowan) 7-5 6-3, 5 JfyasetHsn 
(Can) bt V Williams (US] 6-4 7-6. P Schny 
■lei iSwiti bt J Sleek ISAI 6-1 6-1 
HONG KONG MEN'S OPBI Singles, first 
round: B Kjrtwcher (Get) bi P Ratter jAusi 


mL.lL , 1 / Tv 
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SPEEDWAY 

TUESDAY'S LATE RESULT Premier 
National urephy: tow 43 Newpcn 47. 

SQUASH 

SRA NATIONAL LEAGUE SeroJ-ftoals sec- 
ond leg: UK Packages 4 UNW Ncnnurn 
bertana 1 logo 7-3J ft Gamer bt I Handi 
15-10 14-15 15-6 15-9: JWelimgsbtJ Me 
I1-1S 15-1 15-5 12-15 15-5. S coume bt P 
Mliungicn 1.6-9 15-5 15-5. L Jemwen U D 
Woodman 15-9 15-10 14-15 15-6 l Chu- 
man lost to J Martin 5-9 9-1 10-8 3-3 5-91. 
Capital One Nottingham bt Fitters Bar deq 

TABLE TENNIS 

The International Federation hopes 
to make a decision by 2 1 Apt il about 
the venue of the world champi- 
onships following the cancellation 
of this month's event in Belgrade. 


ESTORIL OPEN (Lisbon) Men's singles, 
first round: H Aran (Moil bt M Safin 
(Rus) 7-6 5-7 fr-3. N Marques |Pc*l bi G 


6-t 7-6 6-2; J Biorkman |Sv«] bt R 
Stepjne k (Cz pgj) 6-3 6-3. B Steven (NZ» 
bt 5 Campbell (US) 6-4 6-1. R Kn^iteL (Nethl 
bt T Suzuki (Japan) 6-4 6-4. L Tletemen (It) 
bt C Mine (Fr) 2-6 6-1 6-4. A Ajwsh [U6l 
bi G Pozzi lir) 6-2 6-2: N hJefer (Ger| bi 1 
K/ouiai> (Skiujk) 6-1 6-C>: G Mbtomui* 
liapani bt D Prlnosli (Get) 7-5 4-6 6-3 S 
Barker (Ger) bt M Sell (US) 5-3 6-1 
INMAN OPEN (Modrasl Singles fin* 
roundi L Raes (Ind) bt A Kingman (Ate) 4-6 

6- 3 6-4, R Scbuttler |Ger) bt u Etta (Aicj 

7- 6 6-1: R Fromberg (Ausj bt M Bhup^th. 
(ind) 6-2 7-5. A l/lndgverr.t (5«wj br a Sa 

t Bi.i; 6-7 6-2 6-1: P W«!eis (Neth) bt O 
ukJtefc iCz Rep) 4-6 6-4 7-5 
15 AND UNDER NATIONAL CHAMP3- 

ON5HPS peWOftl) Buys- singles, second 

round: B Rlby fterl«] bt J Deliardo (Berks) 
6-2 6-4; C Evans {Wall br B McLaren (Scti) 

7-6 6-3. 0 Kaldenby (SufJolH) bt M Umbers 
(Hetetwa 0 Woicester] 6-2 6-4 B Arcnw- 
CKW» (Wai viKJkSl bt J Ashton iSulfOlk) 6-2 
7-5 R BlOCUlftaa (Nor folk | bl ft SkupsW 
ILnncsi 2-6 6-2 6-3. M Smith [Cncsnirei bt 
A Bogdjnuy/C (MJdd.) 6-7 6-3 6-3. M 
Ouujrov (Mli3d.il bt J Fieitos iSusso) 6-6 
6-0. A Banks ( Verts i bt A Wnite i&jrset) 
6-2 6-3 Ouaitar- finals: B Rlby iVorks) Ut 
C Evans (Wales) 6-2 6-2. B Archcr-Oowes 
fWJi ivirtsj bt O Haldento fSulJoBi) 6-2 (j-U, 
M Amlin (Cheshire) Bt P Bloomfield (Hor- 
toiF) 7-5 61 A Banks (Vorvs; or M Ouvatw 
(Mi.jd'l 6-3 7-5 Girls’ sliulus, second 
round: E BalUCha (SCO) bt A Ccoper i Suf- 
folk i 6-3 6-3. A Hawkins (Wilts) bi E Wet>- 
iry-5mitn (Aw.m| 6-2 7-5. 1 Snilrti (Surtev! 
t,t l Pobmson (Dorset) 6-| 6-2 A Bkrrfv 
(Leics) bt R Hen ms (Lancs) 6- 1 7-5, J 
A-Cicoohi,jir (Lines! bt L Cm (Berksl 6-16-3. 
M Berry (Suffolk) ot H Broome (Lancs) 62 
62. C Gunn (Hamps) ht C Hsu (M<dd«| 6-4 
6-3. K vyniewl iSurtey) bt C Grier (Surreyi 
6-4 6-4 Quarter finals: E ELiIi.hIli (Scoj 
bi A Hankins (Wills) 62 7-5 I Smirh |4ui - 
rcK) bt A Blow (Leicsi 6-1 6-4 > 
ODonortuie (Lancs) bt M Betty (Sulfulki 6? 
6-3 6-T. H Vymetal [Surrey) bt C Cunn 
(Hjftrs) S-7 t'.-3 6-2. 
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England shatt ered by Shoaib 


THERE IS just over a month be- 
fore F-ngiand play their first 
match in the Wbrld Cup but the 
drcumstantial evidence coming 
from their opening game in 
Shaijah, where they conceded 
their highest-ever score, is that 
home advantage will have to be 
considerable for Alec Stewart’s 
side to even get near the final 
let aione win it. 

According to bookmakers 
and pundits alike, Pakistan are 
not even one of the favourites 
for that competition, yet they 
managed to thrash England 
here by 90 runs. Stewart's boys 
in blue have now lost seven of 
their last eight one-day inter- 
nationals. 

Not content with scoring 323 
for 5, 10 runs more than the pre- 
vious record which the West In- 
dies notched up in St Vincent in 
1994, Pakistan removed any no- 
tion of a counter-attack when 
Shoaib Akhtar combining hos- 
tility with blistering pace, took 
three eariy wickets. FWlowing as 
it did so soon after the indigni- 
ties meted out by Ijaz Ahmed, 


CRICKET 


]Jy DEREK PRINGLE 
in Shaijah 

Pakistan 323-5 
England 233 

P akistan win by 90 runs 

who flayed 137 from ISO balls, 
aud Inzamam-ul-Haq, who 
made 59. England began to sink 

from view even faster than the 
setting sun and were finally all 
out for 233 in front of a disap- 
pointing crowd of around 2,000. 

Bowling at speeds consis- 
tently above 91 miles per hour, 
Shoaib would have been a 
handful on a length of putty and 
later In the piece he nearly de- 
capitated Robert Croft with a 
rapid, but illegal, bouncer. 
Come to think of it, the only 
thing currently quicker in these 
parts are the taxi drivers who 
ply their kamikaze trade up and 
down the highway between 
Shaijah and Dubai 

Mind you, the bulk of the 
damage had essentially been 


done before Shoaib had got 
the white ball in his hand and 
successfully chasing scores of 
300-plus are rare against Test- 
playing countries. 

England have only conceded 
such scores on four occasions. 
More worrying, especially for 
those who take note of trends, 
is that three of them have come 

in the Iasi calendar year the othr 

ers being against the West In- 
dies in Trinidad last April and. 
more recently, against Sri 
Lanka in Adelaide. 

To be fair England had few 
things go their way on the day. 
Pakistan are playing some su- 
perb one-day cricket at the mo- 
ment and, once Stewart had lost 
the toss, a lapse that consigned 
his team - despite the later 3pm 
start - to fielding when tem- 
peratures were nudging the 
100 degree mark, the bad 
omens were writ large. 

What perhaps made mat- 
ters worse was that the searing 
Shamal which blew in from the 
great empty quarter of Saudi 
Arabia had switched to become 


SHARJAH SCOREBOARD 


Pakistan won toss 

PAKISTAN 

Saeed Anwar e Stewart b Gough • » 

(26 mins. 27 balls. 2 fours. I sit) 

Shahid A/ridi c Gough b Ealham 41 

t£)’ mins. 54 balls. 3 lours. I six) 

\\az Ahmed c Hick b Gough 137 

(165 mins. f30 balls. 12 fours, t six) 

Inzamam-ui-Haq c Hick b Gough 59 

1109 mins. 6* balls. 3 fours) 

-Wasim Akram c Hollioak* b Flintoff ..2- 
(26 mms. IS balls. 3 fours) 

iMo'm Khan not out 3* 

if3 mins. I* balls. 2 fours. 2 sites) 

Aahar Mahmood not out O 

i f min. 0 balls) 

Extras (bl . iblO. w3. nb4) ...IB 

total (for 5, 221 min. 50 oners) 323 
Fall: 1-30 iSaeed Anwar). 2-1 16 (Shahid 
AFndi). 3-261 (liaz Ahmed). 4-280 (Inza- 
mam). 5-31 1 (Wasim Akram). 

Did not bat: YQusuF Youhana. Salim Ma- 
lik. Saqlain Mushtaq. Shoaib Akhtar. 
Bowling: Gough 10-1-55-3 (nb3.wl) 
(4. 1 -26-i . 2-O-S-O. 3-0-2 1 -2): Mu Ball* 
10-0-64-0 (w21 (7-0-36-0. 2-0-15-0. 


1- 0-1 3-0): Ealham 10-0-52-1 (nb1|: 
Craft 6-0-36-0 (one spell each): Hol- 
■oake 5-0-304) (4-0-24-0. 1 -0-6-0): Hck 

2- 0-1 3-0: Hlnt off 7-0-62-1 (4-0-25-0. 

3- 037-1). 

Progress: 50: 43 mins. 64 balls: 100: 
82 mins. 1 19 balls; 150: 122 mins. 174 
bans: 200: 1 56 mins. 223 balls: 250: 1 82 
mins. 262 bans: 300: 216 mins. 297 balls. 
After 15 overs: 82-1. 
llaz 50: 61 mins. 54 balls. 5 fours. 100: 
129 mins. 102 balls. B fours. 1 six. In- 
zaraam 50: 89 mins. 56 balls. 2 fours. 
ENGLAND 

N VKniyhl b Shoaib ' 

■tA 1 Stewart c Inzamam b Shoaib. ...18 
(19 balls. 3 fours) 

G A Hick c Shoaib b Saqlain .65 

(90 balls. 6 fours ) 

G P Thorpe c Azhar Mahmood 

b Shoaib <8 

(IS balls, t lour. 1 six) 

N H Fatrbrocher b Azlur Mahmood ..1 9 


(23 balls. 3 fours) 

A Fllntoff c Shoaib b Saqlain -50 

(SI bolls. 2 fours. 4 sixes) 


A J Hoilioake b Shahid Afndi 

M A Ealham si Mom b Shahid Alndl.n 
i f 4 balls. I si>) 

R D B Croft c Yousuf Youhana 

b Shahid Afndi 4 

(16 balls) „ 

D Gough c Sub b Saqlain 4 

1 15 bolls) , 

A D Mullallv not out 2 

(13 balls) 

Extras (IblO wlOnb3) 23 

-total (45.5 overs) 233 

Fait 1-12 2-29 3-53 4-91 5-185 b- 

186 7-208 8-221 9-224 

wasim Akron 7-0-33-0: Shoato 
Akhtar 10-2-42-3: Saqlain Mustuaq7.5- 
0-23-3: Azhar Mahmood lO-*-, 53- ’ - ' 
Shahid Afndi 9-0-53-3: Salim Malik 2-0- 
1 7-0. 

Umpires: K T Francis (S Lanital and I D 
Robinson (Zim). 

TV Replay Umpire: D B Hair (Aus). 
MaKb Referee: S Wetdmuny (S Lanka). 
Result: Fbklstan win by 90 runs 

Compiled by Jo lOng 
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a pleasant sea breeze by tiie I 

time Pakistan came to field \ 
under the floodlights. | 

Stewart who has had a dj- ■ 
mal time winning the toss since 
assuming the captaincy - he 
has lost 12 of the last l< -dri 
his best to rally his flagging 
troops, but short of ll sprin- 
klers. they looked beyond re- 

^The heat obviously played 
havoc with his memory as well 
and having repeated himself ad 
nauseam that England's tactics 
would be consistent with win- 
ning the tournament rather 
than perhaps experimenting 
for the World Cup. he placed a 
heavy burden on the debutant 
Andrew Flintoff, by bowling 
him at the death. 

For Flintoff, whose seven 
overs cost 62 runs - his last 
two balls of the innings both 
went for six - the experience 
was bound to be a humbling 
one. Perhaps this is what 
Stewart intended when he 
asked him to bowl in place of 
the vastly more experienced 
Adam Hollioake. 

As it was, FlintofFs batting 
almost made good the debt as 
he belted 50 from 51 balls, a 
power display that included 
four mi gh ty sixes. In fact at one 
stage, when he and Graeme 
Hick were assaulting Pakistan's 
support bowling to all parts of 
the Emirates, England almost 
got themselves cm course for an 
upset 

Having added 94 in 17 overs 
however, both fell to Saqlain's 
wily off-spin within the space of 
four balls, the omnipresent 
Shoaib taking two fine catches 
to complement Ms dynamic ef- 
forts with the balL 

C hasing a large total is 
never easy even on docile sur- 
faces such as this one. In- 
deed, had England managed to 
overhaul the 323 asked of 
them, the justice system in 
Pakistan, responsible for prob- 
ing allegations into match fix- 
ing, would probably have 
imploded 

As it was they won with just 
the merest of hiccups, an im- 
pressive performance that en- 
hances their coach’s claims 
that they are a side capable of 
winning the Worid Cup. Cer- 
tainly they have a wealth of ex- 
perience and it is probably 

worth noting that this was 
222nd one-day international 
and his 42nd on this ground. 
That is more than most of the 
current England players have 
managed in their entire ca- 
reers. 

Australia triumph, page 27 
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ACROSS 

I Content with relatively 
dull field of study initially 
«7.6> 

10 Willingly accept early 
indications of emotional 
support (7) 

II Left tour leader without 
rigfrtfo reign currency (7) 

Braemar trip (4) . 

13 Smoke from motor driven 
around centre of Vigo (5) 

14 Hectare actually defines 
it t4) 

17 River with quaintly 
pleasing effect 17) 

18 American writer cross 
about misrepresentation 
of hero (7) 

19 Takes passing interest m 
slabbed construction (7) 

22 Penalties applied to 
bridge-players for card- 
p Laying ploy (7) 


24 Day after runner's slip (4) 

25 Monograph, copy , 

entrusted to President i5) 

26 Popular chaplain in 
Scottish island (4) 

29 Exotic title -used with 
care, it will make a 
difference (7) 

30 Wicked dynasty finally 
termina ted with interven- 
tion of a German <7) 

31 One can’t see the appeal of 

this party game <5,4,4) 
DOWN 

2 Offence caused by abuses 
in Burma, eg. CD 

3 Army leader from 
Dnmremy twinned with 
Derbi* it’s said (4) 

4 Old garment border is 
found in church (7) 

5 Fighter’s tirade, one that’s 
moving 17) 


6 Slender container packed 
with heroin 14) 

7 Back runner (not the first) 
after getting tip? (7) 

8 It's useful for cleaning up 
and down 47.6) 

9 Use a stretcher for 
transporting precious 
cargo? (8£> 

15 Old writer indisposed to 


That is more than most oi me - - „ 1 

current England players have '• . . ' • - : v-; ■■ f- 5' i 

managed in their entire ca- : ~ • •• 

re ^stratia triumph, page 27 England’s Nefl F^irbrother surveys the damage after being bowled by Azhar Mahmood for 19 yesterday Allsport 

Charlton consider home at the Dome 


nothing, it s discovered (a) 

20 Characters in stricken firm 
mostly blue, having difficul- 
ty restraining tears (7) 

21 Problem about little is- 
land's sports arena (7i 

22 Blow with more force 
knocked over feudal slave 
woman (7) 

23 Offends in sport? Show red 
card (4£) 

27 Soon? A tong time ago i4) 

28 Ascent no longer led by 
Conservative member 14) 
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CHARLTON ATHLETIC are in- 
vestigating the possibility of 
building a new 45.000 all-seater 
stadium at the nearby Millen- 
nium Dome site in Greenwich. 

The south London dub. who 
are lying 16th in the Premier- 
ship, have made The Valley 
into a 20.000-capacity venue 
since returning to the ground in 
1992 and have plans for further 
expansion. But their managing 
director, Peter Varney, says the 
dub is in the early stages of 
looking into an opportunity to 
build a brand new stadium and 
corporate facilities from 200L 

“English Partnership, who 
are acting for the Millennium 
Experience company, have 
asked people who may be in- 


FOOTBALL 


us to at least investigate what 
the various possibilities are. 

BY PAUL ATTFIELD “There's no secretive be- - we re amoiuous, we u i 

— hind- the- scenes deals being to see Chariton become om 

terested to register their in- done, all that’s happened is the top teams in the cour 
terest and once you've done there is a possibility to declare and there is the possibility t 
that there are various stages to an interest and to see what the after the planning appiical 
go through, 1 ' Varney said, financial effects of any move for the north stand, capai 
“Wve discussed the matter in- might be. I think that’s what any could be restricted to soi 
ternally and we consider that sound business would do when thing like 26,000. 
because of the size of the site a site of this size become avail- “We have a responsibilit 

and the amount of possible able only halfa mile from where look at all the options avails 
grants that may be available the ground is currently located. If it’s possible to build a 45, 
and the sheer volume of income “Hopefully we’ll stay in the all-seater stadium only ha 

that could be generated by a Premiership this year, as hap- mile down the road with 
site that size, it’s incumbent on pened with chibs like Derby and sorts of associated commer 

OPuWKhai b» IndcpcnJciu NctwpapcralUKl Umilcd, I Canada Square. Canary Wharf. London EI4SDL and pruned nl Mirror 
Cob wr PnnL S» Alhans Rnad. Wailbid Newspapers. 01 
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Leicester, and well be in a po- 
sition to expand even more. 

“We're ambitious, we’d like 
to see Charlton become one of 
the top teams in the country 
and there is the possibility that 
after the planning application 
for the north stand, capacity 
could be restricted to some- 
thing like 26,000. 

“We have a responsibility to 
look at all the options available. 
If it’s possible to build a 45,000 
all-seater stadium only half a 
mile down the road with all 
sorts of associated commercial 


and retail revalues available to 
the chib, then that’s something 
we must look at” 

Chariton followers have a 
particular attachment to The 
Valley, forming a political party 
to fight lp ral pfertinns during the 
seven-year absence from the 
ground when the club shared 
with West Ham and Crystal 
Palace. Fans aisn helped raise 
the £4.6m development costs. 

Varney stressed: “There’s no 
imminent move to relocate the 

club, we’re doing what Ithink is 

pragmatic, and if and when we 

wanted to take matters farther 
everyone involved in Chariton,’ 
and most importantly the sup- 
porters, would be Cully involved 
in any discussions we have.” 
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T he (Tnidszn. . . The vicious, 
despoiling capitalists who 
crush hope and enter- 
prise... The overbites... 
Yes, we are back in the 
world according to Matt 
Greening, creator of The 
Simpsons, the most successful cartoon of 
^ the decade and one of the greatest televi- 
* sion series ever to emerge from America. 
Futurama, which started showing ear- 
lier this mo n th (and will be screened in this 
country by Sky One from September), is 
his latest effort and, like its predecessor, 
it proves that the only way that American 
television today can be provocative, funny 
' and original is through cartoons. The hu- 
mour that Greening extracts from h uman 
venality, fasristic businessmen and nasty 
little personal habits would never be per- 
mitted in the dreary formulaic sitcoms that 
US network television churns out on a pro- 
duction line. 

But it is also just the latest in a series 
of cartoons targeted at an adult audience, 
aHofthemowing so mething to Homer and 
his family. Futurama has its ddbut, ironi- 
cally, just as the bandwagon started by 
Greening a decade ago is looking a little 
top heavy. 

Putvramais set in the year 3000, when 
a pizza deliveryman called Fry emerges 
from a time capsule to find a worid that is. . . 
quite like the present one, but better 
drawn. There are futuristic Irish bars 
called “O’Zorgnax’s”. Fry refuses to take 
a four-dimensional apartment because 
“we are not going to pay for a dimension 
, we don’t use”. The most fashionable part 
4A of Manhattan to live in is the Upper- 
7 Upper West Side, a mile above West 86th 
Street The world is run by a fasdstic giant 
corporation. (Motto: “you gotta do what you 
gotta do,") And poor Fry, who initially sees 
his thousand-year journey as a chance to 
change his life, is instructed by a “fate as- 
sigmnent officer’’ that his job has been de- 
termined by a machine: he is to be a 
defiveryl^.“Haveamcefu±^ 
cheeriJy/lT is a close relative of Red 
Dwarf, the BBC series which turned sci- 
ence fiction inside out and introduced the 
word “smeg” to the everyday vocabulary 
of pre-teenagers. 

This is a long way from Springfield, the 
- small town where life is nasty brutish and 
funny-coloured. We are in the future; we 
are in space; and the characters include 
a mendacious and vulgar robot called 
Bender. All the same, “there was a lot in 
F\aurat72atokeepaSmipsoTisfanbappy’\ 
as fan Jordan Hoffman wrote in 
LeisureNet, an Internet magazine. “The 
cynicism, the hackneyed jokes, the minu- 
tiae fiffing every frame, and yes, it does 
seem that Bender the robot., looks like a 
silver Homer” Bender, as well as being a 
heavy drinker and smoker has a deep in- 
terest in pornography - circuit diagrams 
Mb count as one-handed reading. In space, no 
- wie can see you... well, you get the idea. 

A decade ago Greening took a medium 
that was out of fashion, and used ft to cre- 
ate one of the greatest television series 
ever; with characters who defined the 
Nineties. It started out in 1987 as 30-sec- 
ond spots set in the Tracey Ullman show, 
then graduated to its own slot on Rupert 
Murdoch’s Fox channel. Since then it has 
been njassrively successful for him and for 
Fbx, earning hundreds of millions of dol- 
lars in product sales and syndication 
around the world. Bart Simpson, who was 
once regarded as a kind of juvenile John- 
ny Rotten, a threat to the morals of the na- 
tion, is now one of the best-known faces in 
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BY ANDREW MARSHALL 




Subversion in a 
cartoon world 

A decade has passed since Matt Groening broke the animation 
mould with The Simpsons. Now he’s seen the future, and it’s better 
drawn. In his sci-fi satire, the bars are called O’Zorgnax’s and the 
place to live is a mile above Manhattan. Welcome to Futurama 



the world. According to Groening, after the 
Gulf War a Mid-Western town wanted to 
erect a statue of Bart stomping on Saddam 
Hussein. He is an icon, which is to say you 
can buy T-shirts with his face on them. 

Groening is philosophical about the 
success of The Simpsons, and its side ef- 
fects. (He is philosophical about most 
things. He is, as he is the first to admit a 
rotten old hippy) “As much as I love The 


Simpsons show, I love those Simpsoris fig- 
urines," he told Wired magazine. “To me 
the figurines are part of the creative prod- 
uct OK, I'm not that proud of the Simp- 
sons asthma inhalers, but that comes 
with the territory." 

His vision for the new series draws once 
again a dyspeptic view of America, a twist- 
ed recycling of all the old cliches turned 
back upon themselves. The broken mould 


for The Simpsons was The Ftmtstones, the 
first ever prime-time cartoon, launched in 
1960. Instead of the friendly boss at the 
rock-breaking plant, there was a homici- 
dal maniac who ran the nuclear power 
plant. Homer’s stubble is not, like Fred’s, 
just enough to be manly: it is gross. Fred 
is cuddly and Homer is fat. 

Just as The Simpsons draws on The 
Flintstones. so Futurama draws on Star 


Trek , Star Wars and (especially) Lost in 
Space. But whereas they have a reassur- 
ing faith in the ability of the future to deliver 
Futurama does not. “Enough of these TV 
shows in which the problems of the uni- 
verse are solved by militarism guided by 
New-Age spirituality," Groening told the 
Boston Herald recently. “I'm reacting in 
part to the Uberal optimism of Star TYek 
and Star Wars . which seem to be the dom- 
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inant science-fiction fantasies of our tune." 
he told Mother Jones Magazine. 

He is also, it is dear, reacting against 
Fbx and what he went through to get Fu- 
turama on the air. “It has been by far the 
worst experience of my grown-up life," he 
told Mother Jones. “I guess I shouldn’t have 
been surprised because this is how every- 
one is treated. But I thought I would have 
a little bit more leeway since 1 made Fox 
so much money with The Simpsons." He 
was wrong, of course. "The Simpsons ob- 
viously is a huge success and Fbx lias noth- 
ing to do with its success, with its creative 
success, and as a result they don’t really 
like the show. They don’t like The Simpsons 
at Fox. 

“The second they ordered it, they com- 
pletely freaked out and were afraid the 
show was too dark and mean-spirited, and 
thought they had made a huge mistake and 
that the only way they could address their 
anxieties was to try to make me as crazy 
as possible with their frustrations" They 
were particularly upset, apparently, with 
the Suicide Box in the pilot episode. 

The network executives at Fbx moved 
it this week from its prime Sunday-evening 
slot to Thesday. It sits after King of the Hi U, 
a cartoon that brings us the adventures of 
a propane sales representative from Tfexas, 
and is slightly on the wane. (It is much {tin- 
nier than it sounds. Really. Much funnier) 
Fbx is putting its money instead on Fbm- 
Uy Guy, a cartoon that was previewed after 
the Super Bowl and which seemed dis- 
tinctly less innovative. It already has PJs, 
a “foamation" series by Eddy Murphy 
which proves that American television will 
give prime-time attention to black people, 
as long as they are little foam models. 

If all this sounds like a lot of cartoons, 
then hold your breath. Every network ex- 
cept CBS has a cartoon under develop- 
ment Meg Ryan is at work on “a female 
South Park" called Quints. David Spade 
is doing Sammy for NBC. Fbx and UPN, 
another cable channel, will have seven car- 
toons between them by the end of May. 

Network executives are a famously 
stupid bunch, and the slightest hint of orig- 
inality or innovation has them retching in 
teTOr But what they can do with verve and 
polish is copy, and so they have spent the 
last two years trying to recreate the suc- 
cess of cartoons like Ren and Stmrpy from 
Nickelodeon, South Park from Comedy 
Central, and MTVs Beams andButthead, 
all mutant children of Homer and Marge. 
Now the fruits of their labours are all ap- 
pearing at the same time. Once again, it 
would seem a historic triumph is within 
reach for the industry: something that was 
supposed to be different, original and new 
could, through the Herculean labours of 
very highly paid executives, be made tired 
and repetitive. 

Futurama still looks different It is not 
by the common consent of critics, as good 
as The Simpsons. Yet Most would accept 
that it is only on its third programme, and 
that The Simpsons wasn’t as good as Tne 
Simpsons for seme time. There are some 
weaknesses - Groening has some sort of 
a problem with women, and his female 
characters are weaker than his males (or 
his robots). It will take time to populate the 
world of Fiy with all the characters, side 
references and textures of a series that has 
taken 10 years to build. None the less, it 
has already embarrassed Fax with audi- 
ence ratings that make it one of the net- 
work’s strongest offerings. All of which, it 
would seem, just goes to prove Groening's 
favourite aphorism: “The authorities don’t 
have your best interests at bean." 
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The original satire Key Horn 

on the cosy “Donats ■ 

suburban sitcom, anything 

the Simpsons family can’t do? 

is dysfunctional but 
sympathetic. To 
begin with, the focus 
was on young Bart’s 
problematic 
behaviour but, as 
the show developed, 
his dad Homer 
became the central 
figure. His stupid, 
selfish, profoundly 
passive response to 

the world makes 
him one of the most 
profoundly human 
characters on 
television. 


Key Homer quote: 
“Donuts -is there 
anything they 



Hank HiD may be a 
red-neck, but he has 
a heart of gold. He Is 
struggling with 
traditional Southern 
values, modern 
masculinity and a 
son thicker than old 
molasses. His 
friends are paranoid 
survivalists and be 
is the world’s most 
stubborn propane 
salesman. But like 
The Simpsons, this 
multicultural and 
confosed vision of 
small-town America 
is more honest than 
anything you will 
ever see starring • 


real Americans. Key 
Hank Hill quote: 

*Td rather die with 
a burger in my 
colon than live 
and eat fiofti.* 
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Now they’re major 
movie stars, claims 
that the Rugrats are 
subversives can be 
discounted. However, 
this low-angle, high- 
tone satire of adult 
hierarchy, venality, 
vanity, vulnerability 
and dinosaur- 
dependency is 
acutely observed, 
despite its mainly- 
for-kids feel-good 
vibe. The good guys 
are morally 
dependable, if shrill; 
the bad gal is 
incredibly shrill. 


manipulative and 
morally bankrupt. 
Post- Freudian 
America as it prefers 
to see itself. Key 
Angelica quote: “Yon 
dumb babies!" Key' 
Chuckie quote: 
“Tommy. I’m 
scaaaaared!" 

V* ^ 8 , # . 




Only a cartoon as 
sick as this can do 
justice to the trash 
end of America's 
culture. It satirises 
all the fare of the su- 
permarket tabloid, 
from alien abduc- 
tions to diet plans, 
with crazy Vietnam 


Vets and 
C-list celebrities. 
Some ofit is plain 
weird: one show 
had a dancing 
“Christinas poo” 
tackling anti-Semi- 
tism. Key quote: 
"Oh my God, they 
killed Kenny." 


It’s questionable 
whether MTV*s two 
sniggering teens 
satirise anything at 
all, apart from 
sniggering teens. 
Beavis and Buttbead 
simply portray the 
life of pubescent 
grunts, heavy metal 


and death worship, if 
cartoon dogs Ren 
and Stimpy are more 
anarchy than satire, 
Beavis and Butthead 
are their nihilistic 
owners. Key Beauis 
and Buttbead quote: 
“Huh-huh-huh huh- 
hnh-ahnh." 
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The Independent 8 April 1999 



Scottish options 

Sir. The sentiments expressed in 
your leader (“The Scots should 
seek independence 1 ', 3 April) are 
realistic, but demonstrate the lost 
opportunity for fo*r and sensible 
government in Britain. 

Of course Scotland, and any 
other country in the Union, most be 
allowed to go it alone if a majority of 
its citizens are unhappy with their 
lot But we need never have come 
to this. The Union is mainly the 
product of opportunist English 
imposing a non-federal parliament 
on their neighbours in 1707. 

If only things had been different 
Had the Scots been allowed to 
keep their Parliament the possible 
dissolution of the United Kingdom 
would not now be threatened. 

Why do our political masters 
lack the imagination to put things 
right, ignore the blatant self- 
interest of the SNP and offers 
federal Britain, with assemblies 
for Scotland, Wales, England, 
Northern Ireland, and anyone else 
who wishes to be associated. The 
interests of all these islands could 
be represented, major issues such 
as defence and taxation being 
entrusted to a federal assembly, 
replacing the House of Lords. 

Crucial and joint interests, such 
as agriculture and fishing, could be 
represented with a more powerful 
voice. This could be a valid 
alternative to the pound being 
coerced into shotgun marriage to 
the euro. 

This time, let's get it right Have 
self-government, but within a 
federal structure, allowing 
Scotland's citizens to continue to 
[day a vital part in British, not just 
Scottish or English, history. 

The total separation of Scotland 
and England would be a 
retrograde step, which both 
nations would soon regret 
JOHN CRAGG 
Aylesbury. Buckinghamshire 
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Choices facing Nato Working Poland No 4: People sell odds and ends on the edge of a street market in the Jewish quarter of Krakow 


Sir The peace offer by President 
Milosevic (report, 7 April) 
confirms, if confirmation was ever 
needed, that be has already 
achieved his political objective, 
which was to create an ethnically 
pure state. 

If the West does not like the new 
Serbian state, and wants all 
refugees to return home, it needs 
to take two actions: first liberate 
Kosovo, and then declare it either 
an independent state or partition it 
along ethnic lines. 

But both of these options are 
likely to freeze, not resolve, the 
ethnic conflict- witness how, 
despite the partition of Bosnia into 
Croatian, Muslim and Serbian 
parts, and despite the presence of 
over 34,000 Nato-led troops, hardly 
any refugees are returning home. 

Creating an independent or par- 
titioned Kosovo may be necessary 
to salvage Nato's credibility, but it 
would be no incentive for the 
refugees to return home. 
RANDHIR SINGH BAINS 
Gants Hill Essex 

Sin I am concerned by the amount 
of space taken up in your letters 
page by opponents of the Nato 
action to prevent and reverse the 
brutal ethnic cleansing in Kosovo. 

Many of these letter writers 
seem to write from the perspective 
of tiie anti-American Left in Britain, 
who are still locked into Cold War 
attitudes to America/Nato. Though 
their views may be genuinely held, 
they realty must realise that the 
world has moved on and that the 
Cold War is over 

Military action is never a 
palatable option, but what Is 
' happening in Kosovo cannot be 
accepted by the civilised nations of 
the world and is reminiscent of 
what the Nazis did in Europe in the 
1940s. Negotiations were tried but 
failed and what is necessary now is 
military action to defeat the Serbs 
and return the Kosovar refugees to 
their homes under a UN/Nato 
protection force, of which Russia 
should form a part At a later date 
the people of Kosovo should 
determine the future status of their 
country through a referendum. In 
the interim period Kosovo should 
r emain a UN/Nato protectorate. 

Public opinion polls seem to 


indicate that the majority of people 
in Britain support the Nato 
intervention and are increasingly 
banning to see the need for the 
use of ground troops. Hie 
weakness of the case against 
intervention made by the anti- 
American Left as well as by the 
isolationist Right, is that they 
propose no effective alternative. 
MOWEN 
LondonEl 7. 

Sir. David Aaronovitch. sick of the 
“stink of attitudinising” tells us 
that be is prepared to fight as if 
this point should strengthen his 
argument that British troops 
should be deployed in a land war in 
Kosovo <“My country needs me - 
and the cause is worth fighting 
for”, 6 April) 

“What would I myself be 
prepared to sacrifice in order to 
stop the massacres and to strike 
an immense blow against the 
politics of racial and ethnic 
nationalism?” he asks. 

There are countless painful 
questions which this present 
disaster poses but this is not one of 
them. The key issue is, is it right in 
the present circumstances to kill 
and destroy? Soldiers don't get a 
say, so we must have ours. 

I’m sorry that Mr Aaronovitch 
finds Chat attitudinisingabout war 
stinks. It Is. after all, what he does. 
DUNCAN BAIN 
Oatfbrd 

Sin Faced with a man-made 
disaster like Kosovo, I believe l am 
not alone in feeling angry and 
impotent Apart from my lack of 
political financial and military 
power, I am frustrated by a 
government whose opinion and 
action I do not necessarily agree 
with all the time even if I might 
have voted for it 

And yet I pay taxes. I vote, I 
care. There must be something I 
can do. not just to give relief to 
misery, but to prevent sufferings. 

We boycotted South African 
products for their apartheid 
policies, French products for their 
nuclear experiments in the Pacific. 
Perhaps this is the time for 


consumers, with the help of the 
Internet, to exercise their power 
on a global scale for human rights. 

Is it not possible for well- 
established, non-aligned 
international organisations such 
as Amnesty International to 
educate, enlighten and enable 
consumers who can use their 
collective power to do something 
about basic human rights? A 
register giving oppressive regimes 
and their commercial interests 
would allow individuals to boycott 
products or services and a system 
can be devised to document their 
targets and efforts. 

JOEBLOGG 
Alton . Hampshire 

Sir It is easy for The Independent 
and its readers to castigate Nato 
and the politicians for the tragedy 
in Kosovo. May I suggest the real 
blame lies nearer home? 

Not until now has the public 
been sufficiently outraged to send 
in ground forces. Politicians are 
sensitive to the public mood. To 
send in the troops to “sort out ’’ 
Milosevic means casualties. Did 
any of us care enough about the 


Sin I applaud the nomination 
of the Fbrth Rail Bridge, a well- 
loved, highly regarded, modern 
industrial structure as a 
potential World Heritage site 
(report 6 April). 

Presumably Railtrack 
will lobby Uncsco to 
reject this nomination? 

If it is accepted the company 
may no longer be able to avoid 
providing the bridge with the 
care it needs to survive intact 
for the use and admiration of 
flilure generations. 

KEITH BRAITHWAITE 
London SE13 

Sin The tax and benefit system 
does not exist to subsidise the 
inefficiency or excess profits of 
bad employers (Right of Reply, 
6 April). 

If a competent employer 
cannot find £3.60 plus costs and 


Albanians, or indeed any of the 
other people mentioned in Robert 
Fisk's article <“We have lost this 
foolish war”, 5 April), to risk the 
lives of “our boys’? 
DrWGLE-LAS 
Canterbury. Kent 

Sin I cannot help but remember 
that among those who claim to be 
fighting for human rights and 
justice in Kosovo is Hu-key, which 
apart from its record in Cyprus, 
has one of the worst human rights 
records of any country, Britain, 
which stood idly by while 37 per 
cent of Cyprus was ethnically 
cleansed, and the USA which gave 
Hu-key the green light to invade 
Cyprus in 1974. 

PAVLOS ANDRONIKOS 
Head. Department of Greek 
Studies. School of European 
Languages & Cultures 
Monash University 
Victoria . Australia 

East Timor violence 

Sin While Europe watches events 
unfolding in the Balkans with 
increasing horror; half a world 


IN BRIEF 


adequate profit Prom an hour of 
an employee’s labour, that job 
is not economically viable. It 
should be made viable (by 
better management or 
investment) or it should 
disappear. 

We can ignore the crocodile 
tears of Ruth Lea, bead of 
policy at the Institute of 
Directors, about job losses. 

Since when has the IoD 
cared about poor people? 

It is up to the loD’s members 
to create decent jobs at decent 
wages instead ofwhinging 
about anything that means less 
time on the golf course. 
NORMAN GOALBY 
Montgomery. 

Powys 


away. East Timor's life-blood 
continues to ebb away as it feces 
up to a fresh wave of violence and 
killings unleashed by the covert 
arming and sponsorship of civilian 
militias by the Indonesian military. 

This latest frenzy has been 
prompted by Indonesia's official 
indication that it might let East 
TSmorgo, whilst unofficially 
attempting to bludgeon the East 
Timorese population into voting for 
continuing integration with 
Indonesia under an “autonomy” 
package about to be unveiled. 

Exasperated by the passivity of 
the international community in 
backing UN efforts to advance the 
peace process. Timorese resistance 
leader Xanana Gusmao has called 
off a ceasefire in response to the 
massacre by the militias of 1? 
people in Uquica this week. 

The international community 
must now intervene decisively, 
and send a peace-keeping force to 
East Timor. 

The pro-integration militias 
currently intimidating the 
population must be disarmed 
immediately, so that meaningful 
and internationally valid 


Sin Why do people who profess 
no belief in a religious 
allegiance spend so much time 
and energy thinking, speaking 
and writing about religion 
(letters, 6 April)? 

They also come out with the 
same, tired arguments every 
time: religion is responsible 
for so much bloodshed, 
warfare, cruelty. 

Actually, human beings, 
mainly men, are responsible 
for the evil in the world. 

The worst perpetrators or 
wickedness have usually been 
atheists. Stalin for example. 

True religious belief, as with 
any other honestly-held, moral 
point of view, tries to obviate 
evil, mitigate cruelty, and 
restore wholeness and 
integrity to human life. 
JOANNA WALLER 
Whitstable. Kent 


TomPilston 


consultation of East Timorese 
citizens can take place. 

When the genoczdal horror of 
the Indonesian occupation was 
publicised in the wake of the 2991 
Dili massacre, journalists pointed 
out that Cold War preoccupations 
had encouraged the West to turn a 
blind eye to the 1975 invasion of 
East Timor 

Preoccupation with events closer 
to home should not mean that we 
allow history to repeat itself 
P BARBER 
C SCOTT 

British Coalition for East Timor 
London El 

Sir: Your report on the continuing 
tragedy of East Timor (“East 
Timor moves closer to civil war”, 6 
April) is a chilling case of d&j a vu. 

East Timor is beingpushed by 
the Indonesians once again in the 
cynical games that they play. 

Prior to the invasion of 1975 
there had been a deliberate 
Indonesian policy of destabilisation 
and propaganda portraying the 
East Timorese as communists, 
having first ensured that the 
Indonesians alone controlled all 
news to the outside world by 
murdering five Australian-based tv 
men on the border at fiaiibo. Two 
were British citizens. 

Once the Indonesians bad a 
monopoly of news they were free to 
present their view that all who 
opposed them were communist, 
regardless of the truth. 

A civil war was engineered by 
the Indonesians in much the same 
way as they are now, in an attempt 
to present their invasion as being 
the fireman putting out the fire. In 
fact they are the fireman throwing 
petrol on the flames. 

Richard Lloyd Parry’s article 
made reference to the 200,000 
East Timorese who were 
murdered subsequent to the first 
Indonesian invasion. 

I truly hope that history' will not 
be repeating itself but knowing the 
Indonesian government I wonder 

what may be in store. 

RLWILLOTT 

Claines. 

Hereford & Worcester 


Parents ‘dismayed’ 

Sir: So teachers are “dismayed, 
discouraged and disgusted” Getter; 
5 April)? 

I have to tell teachers that we, 
the parents of children in state 
education, are not only fed up 
with their endless complaining 
but also dismayed, discouraged 
and disgusted by their resistance 
to change. 

It is time that they recognised 
that parents, and their champion 
David Bhmkett, are no longer 
prepared to accept opposition to 
the national curriculum, to testing, 
to literacy and numeracy 
excellence, and to pay by results. 

The job they do is extremely 
deman ding if done well, the pay is 
not over-generous and their status 
is relatively low. But their 
determination to resist change is 
neither professional nor wise. 
JANETT JONES 
London NWI 

Sir In Cherry Norton’s piece on 
students (“Stay at home students 
do worse in life”. 1 Apr© she seems 
to be implying that because of the 
imposition of fees, students are 
being “forced” to live at home and 
that this will deprive them of 
getting better-paid jobs. 

I live in East Anglia where local 
students are more likely to leave 
home. This is not because they 
have more money but because they 
do not have as many options as 
those in the South-east, Scotland 
and Wales. 

Wealthier kids always have had 
the best chances. That’s why a 
university education for my 
generation was next to 
impossible. Universal access to 
higher education to anyone able 
to perform at the right level is a 
long road, but we are on the move 
as increasing numbers of 
graduates prove. 

My son went to Cambridge. It 
was nothing to do with our 
income, which, was in difficulty at 
the time. He was content to live 
within his grant and earn any 
extra be needed. 

Because improvement in 
access to higher education is slow, 
that is no a reason to plead that 
university education shouldn't be 
paid for by those who are going to 
benefit most 

It is quite acceptable to make 
some charge for an education 
which enables higher-income 
earning. The increasing numbers 
in higher education make 
this inevitable. 

I believe that malting some 
financial contribution to one’s 
higher education will make 
students consider much more 
carefully what they want their 
future to be. before they go 
to university. 

This will deter those who treat it 
as a pleasurable, no-cost way of 
filling time. 

BETTY PERKY 
Chelmsford, 

Essex 

White socks kill 

Sir The basis of the Department of 
the Environment, 'fransport and 
the Regions’ Speed Kills campaign 
is nothing more than an artifact of 
its own statistics. 

Ely “speeding” the DETR 
means speed that is merely higher 
than the posted limit It claims 
that speed is a factor in about a 
third of all collisions. The way it 
has arrived at this figure is 
bizarre, however. 

If any of the vehicles involved in 
a road accident was travelling in 
excess of the posted speed limit 
immediately prior to the crash, 
the DETR chalks it up as 
speed-related. 

So if someone runs a red light 
and clobbers another vehicle 
which is doing 35mph in a 30mph 
area it is considered a speed- 
related accident 

This clearly has no meaning in 
reality. The DETR might as well 
observe the footwear of drivers 
involved in collisions, and declare 
that white socks are a factor in an 
as yet indeterminate proportion of 
road accidents. 

LANCE K GREEN 
iVemport, 

Gwent 


Turn two weeks in Bournemouth into a six-figure advance 


almost EVERYONE dreams of 
writing a best-seller, and it must 
often seem that the easiest kind of 
best-seller to write is a travel book. 
So today, as the summer holidays 
loom, I am bringingyou a master- 
class in the art of writing a travel 
book, to help bring back a mas- 

terpiece from your hots. 

What is a fraud book? 

A travel book is, in essence, a 
way of setting your holiday ex- 
penses against tax. 

Should you fix up a contract 
with a publisher before you go on 
your travels? Should you maghe 
even write the book before you go? 

Not necessarily. There are two 
main lands of travel bode One is the 
kind which comes after you have 
had an interesting experience, 
which then prompts you to write a 


book The other kind happens when 
you promise a publisher to write a 
book before you go off and have the 
interesting experience. 

Is it possible to write a travel 
book without leaving home? 

Oh, yes. Marco Polo is now 
thought never to have gone to 
China, despite which his book on 
China is the most famous book 
about China ever written. Daniel 
Defoe never got wrecked on a 
desert island, despite which his 
book on Robinson Crusoe is one of 
the most famous of all time. 

Is Robinson Crusoe a travel 
book? After alb he never moves 
from his island so he doesn't 
strictly speaking, travel at all 
Perhaps you’re right Perhaps it 
is, strictly speaking, a hostage 
book, a forerunner of all those 
Terry Waite books in which nobody 


goes anywhere and nothing much 
happens. More like a Harold Pin- 
ter play, realty: 

What happens if you promise a 
publisher a book full of interesting 
experiences, take his advance and 
go abroad and spend it then don't 
have interesting experiences? 

You come back and make them 
all up. 

Perhaps J shouldn't mention 
this, but in Nicholas Shakes- 
peare's new life of Bruce Chatwin 
there seems to be more than a 
suggestion that Chatwin lived a 
life of fantasy. 

Which is precisely what made 
him such a good travel-writer. Have 
you noticed, for instance, that all 
travel books are full of reported con- 
versations? You don’t honestly 
rttink, do you, that the writer could 
remember all those conversations? 


- ,v£2£>< 

Miles 

Kington 

Should you fix up a 
contract before you go? 
Should you even write 
the book before you go? 

Travel-writers are like novelists - 
they create characters and dia- 
logue out of sketchy notes. 


Isn't that a bit like improving 
on reality? 

Yes. and a good thing too. One 
of the reasons that travel-writers 
are more interesting than TV trav- 
el programmes is that a travel- 
writer can improve on poor old real 
life. You can’t do that on TV any 
more, otherwise you will be ac- 
cused of faking. Everyone in TV 
knows that the faked bits are al- 
ways the best that’s why travel TV 
is so dulL People like Peter Ustinov 
can fake their chat in books or in 
anecdotes, but they don’t fake their 
chat when travelling on TV. which 
is why it is so dreadful. 

You’re not suggesting that 
people like Michael Palin write 
better travel books than the TV 
programmes they make? 

Michael Palin doesn’t write trav- 
el books. He writes “books that go 


with the TV programme’’. That’s 
something quite different 

All right - you're not suggesting 
that a writer like Bill Bryson 
makes things up. are you? 

He is different too. Don’t forget 
that there are two kinds of travel- 
writers: those who set out with a 
gimmick and those who don’t By 
gimmick writers I mean those who 
set out on motorbike, or llama, or bi- 
tyde, or canying a fridge round Ire- 
land, and then record the scrapes 
they have deliberately got into. 

But Bill Bryson doesn’t have 
a gimmick. 

Ybs he does. He is an American. 
He is an American who bothered 
to write a book about England. We 
were so immensely flattered that 
any American should bother to do 
this that we fell in love with him. 

Wasn’t if partly to do with the 


fact that Bryson seemed to love us 
und hove the same sort of humour? 

Not really. Paul Theroux had the 
same sort of success, earlier, with 
a book called The Kingdom By The 
Sea. He went round Britain by 
train and bated it, and hated almost 
everyone he met, and said so, but 
that didn't deter people from buy- 
tog the book and loving grumpy old 
Paul Theroux. They just loved to 
road about themselves. 

Wait. This masterclass was 
going to teach me how to turn my 
summer holiday into a best-seller. 
How will ad this help me? 

It won’t You’ll have to wait until 
tomorrow for the second half. .. 

Vou mean, this is a cynical play 
to get me to shell out more money 
jot this neivspaper ? 

Yes. 

Fair enough. 
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We must care for 
Kosovo’s poor 
and dispossessed 



THE FATE of the Kosovar refugees has taken a new and 
sinister twist, as journalists and aid workers in Albania 
and Macedonia report that the Serbian army has forced 
fleeing people bad: into Kosovo. At the same time, the 
Macedonian government’s decision to harry refugees 
out of the transit camp at Biace was brutal it in some 
respects, understandable. The refugees have suddenly 
become not just the victims of war but a weapon in the 
propa g anda battle - a weapon which Europe has still not 
learnt to protect itself from, as was made evident at the 
crisis meeting in Luxembourg yesterday. 

The latest change of tactic by Slobodan Milosevic, 
President of Yugoslavia, may be an attempt to capitalise 
on the cease-fire he declared on Tuesday, using the pre- 
text of Eastern Orthodox Holy Week. The Yugoslav Pres- 
ident could have decided that, with the Russian media 
turning a ga i n st him over the humanitarian crisis and Nato 
air atta c ks on Serbian ground troops intensify ing , keep- 
ing ethnic Albanians in Kosovo made sense. He could use 
them as evidence of the sincerity of his peaceful inten- 
tions and also have human shields against Nato bombs. 

Whatever Mr Milosevic's calculations, his actions 
should not fool anyone in the European Union into think- 
ing that the Kosovars in Albania, Macedonia and Mon- 
tenegro are going to be able to go home any time soon. 

It is extremely disappointing therefore that the Euro- 
pean nations have not been able to come up with an agreed 
policy on sheltering refugees. The dithering over whether 
or not to take them in which has characterised the bet- 
ter part of the week has only continued. While the Ger- 
mans, Dutch and Danes proposed that EU states 
welcome refugees in proportion to their population, 
Britain and Italy said no - and France is trying not to take 
any Kosovar refugees at alL 

The removal of the Kosovar population from the area 
around their homeland makes it more likely that they will 
never go home. But taking some of the refugees out of 
the neighbouring states is necessary. The Macedonians 
have not been as sympathetic to the refugees as they could 
have been, but given their country’s poverty and already 
sizeable ethnic-AIbanian minority the Macedonians' 
action has some of tie force of sett-preservation. The Koso- 
var refugees are indeed a Eluropean problem; tait first they 
are a problem to neighbouring Balkan states. Some 
refugees must be taken out of the border lands, as human- 
itarian concerns must come before political considerations. 

There should be efforts to gather as much information 
as possible about the refugees so that famili es can be 
quickiy reunited and the chance of people one day return- 
ing to then: homes is increased, lie Serbian attempt to 
strip the Kosovars of their identity must be countered with 


all the resources of modern information technology. 

The refugees are not being allowed to chose their des- 
tination. Who would not choose to be resettled in a rich 
welfare state like Sweden rather than rough it in Turkey? 
Nothing can be done to end this unfairness, other than 
to make sure the situation does not last long. Once the 
refugees have arrived in their host countries they should 
be housed like other asylum seekers. They should not be 
herded into camps where inadequate facilities will breed 
discontent and violence. 

The best and quickest way for the EU to get the Koso- 
vars home is for Nato to establish a protectorate over Koso- 
vo. This win take a large commitment of infantry and tanks 
to establish and defend its borders. Soldiers will die. The 
EU governments have a stark choice. Either they can have 
a long war with no Nato ground troops involved and the 
prospect of the refugees becoming permanently settled 
in their countries, or they can fight to create a protectorate 
which will secure future peace. 


Time to admit defeat 
in the banana war 

IT IS time to end the monkey business over the banana 
war. The World Trade Organisation (WTO) ruled on Tues- 
day that the United States may impose $l9lm (£i20mi 
worth of duties on goods from the European Union tEU). 
This is in response to special subsidies that the EU has 
given to bananas grown in the former colonies of its mem- 
ber states. The EU has argued that the 14,000 or so 
banana farmers in the Caribbean need this help while they 
develop new ways to earn a living. Sir Leon Brittan, the 
Vice President of the European Commission, has already 
said that the EU will appeal against this decision. But the 
US has the letter of the law on its side and the European 
Union should learn to live with the decision. 

The behaviour of the United States has certainly been 


bullying. Its imposition of tariffs on Terry’s Chocolate 
Oranges and Scottish cashmere sweaters, among other EU 
goods, has been illegal and unnecessarily aggressive. 
There is reason to think that the whole trade war has been 
bought off the shelf by the US banana lobby through dona- 
tions to the Democrats. But the US is rigjht on this occa- 
sion. The Europeans now need to negotiate, not appeaL 
It would be to no one’s benefit if the US decided to impose 
the tariffs up to the WTO limit 

There is no reason why the WTO’s decision should pre- 
vent the EU helping the Caribbean islanders. It could 
increase the amount of economic development aid it gives 
to the islands. 

Rirthennore, with the future of the European Com- 
mission under debate, it would be best if this matter could 
be seated out before Romano Prodi becomes its president 
And with more people fleeing from Kosovo and the num- 
ber of deaths increasing daily, the Western allies do not 
need to be wrangling over who is top banana. 


What Milosevic needs is a Serbian 
version of John Humphrys 


ONE OF the great myths of the Koso- 
van war so far has been the legend 
ofSuper-Stobba, the Belgrade Machi- 
avellL According to this stoiy- passed 
on by grand-standing reporters, 
hoary commentators and hoarier 
politicians - Mr Milosevic is a master 
strategician who has anticipated 
Nato at every turn, and is now well 
placed to earn the dishonourable 
peace he seeks. 

First he invites Nato to attack him, 
knowing that such an assault will for- 
feit the good will of Russia, China and 
the United Nations itself. He calcu- 
lates, rightly, that Western public 
opinion will not long stand for the agfat 
ofdvffiaris being maimed on their be- 
half Furthermore, the bombing re- 
leases him to dear Kosovo of its 
majority Albanian population, while 
the Allies face popular recrimination 
for allowing it to happen. 

Gradually the clamour will force a 
bovine Nato, caught between its de- 
sire to act arid its fear of human loss, 

to the taNe, where -effectively -it will 

capitulate, leaving Kosovo (or most of 
it) to Serbia, and Serbia (all of it) to 
Milosevic. And we -fools that we are 
-fefl into his cunning trap! Drart it on^ 
go to show how dictators can usually 
outwit democratic politicians - or at 
least start with a clear advantage? 

An advantage illustrated, yon might 
have thought, by two incidents from 
yesterday. In Britain we woke up to 
discover; amongst other things, that 
Nato planes had bombed a place 
called Aleksinac in Serbia. We could 
read in our newspapers about a 67- 
year-old man, Dragan Miladinovic, 
turned to bloody mincemeat by our 


bombs. Meanwhile, almost no one in 
Serbia either knew or - it seems - 
wanted to know about the 1 3-year-old 
boy with the bullet-wound who es- 
caped to Macedonia to tell the tale of 
a father and mother gunned down in 
Kosovo by Serb paramilitaries. 

This, then, is Milosevic's chief ad- 
vantage. He is unconstrained; there 
is do internal debate in Serbia. No one 
questions whether (he world really is 
as he says it is; no one points out the 
gap between the lies he tells and the 
reality he describes. 

It is a hell of an advantage. The 
same kind of advantage, in fact that 
tiie planned economy of North Korea 
has long held ovet; say, that of post- 
war Japan. 

But, increasingly since the exodus 
began, it has become evident that 
Milosevic’s strategy farfrom working, 
has been a catastrophe for him and 
for his country. He is probably the 
least successful national leader since 
Baby Doc Duvalier led Haiti. He has 
accomplished only one thing in a 
decade; to remain head of a shrinking, 
beleaguered, increasingly impover- 
ished nation. A nation, furthermore, 
to be forever tainted with the charge 
of genocide. 

Consider A week ago, the big ques- 
tion over here was whether we should 
continue to take action against Serbia. 
Today it has become “how can we 
intensify that action?". In one day 
£4m quid has been raised for the 
refugees, and it’ll be much more by 
the time you read this. So much for 
compassion fatigue! 

Last week the UN was making 
angry noises about Nato. Yesterday 



David 

Aaronovitch 

There is no internal debate , 
no one points out the gap 
between the lies he tells and 
the reality he describes 

UN Secretary General Kofi Annan 
condemned Serbia's genocide against 
the Kosovan Albanians. (And 1 won- 
den for God's sake, if this is now good 
enough for the quibblers?) In Russia, 
where we thought all the talk had been 
of “Nato barbarity", the TV stations 
have for the first time been showing 
pictures of the refugees and listening 
to their account of exactly who it was 
that burned their homes, murdered 
their husbands and raped their sisters. 
This is not, presumably, what Mr 
Milosevic, master tactician, had in 
mind Hie outcry from the rest of the 
world against Nato’s actions has not 
materialised, though it has been 
sought assiduously enough- 
The Nato allies too have held firm, 
with on|y an occasional, teeny wobble 
on the part of a Portuguese here or an 
Italian there. Greece, given its geog- 


raphy and history, has behaved ad- 
mirably and courageously. So when Mr 
Milosevic, now a born-again son of the 
Orthodox Church (Why not? It worked 
for Stalin) launched his Easter cease- 
fire plan, looking for c hinks and divi- 
sions, there were none. 

He had forgotten that, in the in- 
formation age, the world would hear 
the refugees' stories, see videos of 
the corpses and compare all that 
with the Slobba version. Then they 
would brand him a murderer and a 
liar; and put pressure on their gov- 
ernments not to settle with the Butch- 
er of Belgrade. 

Had Milosevic presided over a 
democracy with a free press, he could 
never have made this incredible error. 
He would have been used to his ar- 
guments being picked apart in par- 
liament and on television. Alasic 
Campbelovic would have advised him 
just bow’ dreadful it would all look on 
the evening news; John Prezzic about 
how his own party wouldn’t wear it. 
But poor old Milosevic doesn't have 
our disadvantages. 

True, the first reactions in the 
West to the sight of those who were 
to be protected fleeing in great 
numbers were indeed negative. But 
since then the realisation of what 
Milosevic really is has been dawning 
on ordinary people across Europe 
and America. As a consequence, the 
democratic governments of Nato 
have been cut some slack by their 
anxious voters. 

But there is a lesson in ail this for 
our leaders too. Because the last 
thing we need right now is a strong 
dose of counter-propaganda. I do 


not want to hear George Robertson 
claiming that the Milosevic truce offer 
was a “sign of weakness". It was not. 
It was a ploy to divide the alliance, 
and it has failed, but it signifies no 
loss of resolve by the Serbs. I need to 
be able to trust Mr Robertson's state- 
ments. not suspect them. 

Nor does Robin Cook need to tell 
us that, actually, Nato foresaw what 
has happened - that we knew there 
would be a spring offensive and a like- 
ly exodus. The truth is that we didn't 
expect Milosevic to do what he has 
done, for precisely the reasons that 
now make him the most hated man 
in this hemisphere. We simply did not 
believe that he would be so murder- 
ously stupid. So say it, Robin. 

And Alex Salmond's wronghead- 
ed opposition to Nato action may well 
be quoted approvingly in Belgrade. 
But if so, that's not his fault; the only 
real question is whether or not he’s 
in error. 1 believe he is, but I don't 
need to insult the man to argue 
with him. 

So far we have been able to pro- 
ceed without much jingoism, partly 
because those who usually go around 
shouting “traitor", the Tory right, 
don’t much like this war. Well and 
good; we’re better off without them. 

In this world only Popes and 
Today presenters are infallible. 
People know this. They need to be 
told the truth about the options, the 
truth about the failures, the truth 
about the difficulties. 

We don’t require any gingering up, 
oh leaders, just the sense that you be- 
lieve in what you're doing and that 
you're doing your best. That’ll do. 


THOUSANDS OF ethnic Alba- feel Turkey too has to make a 
mans and quite a few Turks are similar announcement. And 
being pushed out of their we feel the Western countries 
homes by Serbian hordes, and who tried to bury their heads 
those who survive atrocities in the sand for so long and 
find their way to the borders hoped the Kosovo issue would 
and save their skin ty crossing simply disappear now have 
into neighboring countries. * an obligation to help out 
Macedonia has already an- the refugees, 
nouncedthatitis overwhelmed TDN Turkey 
by the refugee exodus and is 

unable to cope with more HUNGER AND disease are 
refagees. Germany and Greece costing lives each day and 
have announced that they will there is a potential for the 
accept Kosovar refugees. We deaths to soar exponentially 


Monitor 

ALL THE News of the world 
International comment on the situation 
of the ethnic Albanian refugees 

Another fear is that this huge be witnessing only the begin- 
movement of refugees across ning of this crisis. Kosovo is on 
the border of Kosovo into Al- the other side of the world, but 
bania and Macedonia (rill have distance does not diminish our 
a destabilising effect through- responsibilities towards them, 
out the region. The world may Sydney Morning Herald 


THE NATION'S attention is 
slowly coming round to the 
massive human suffering oc- 
curring in Kosovo. Clinton has 
emphatically resisted the use 
of ground forces. Now Kosovo 
Albanians are being forced to 
flee their homes. The air cam- 
paign has not had any influence 
on this “ethnic-cleansing" pol- 
icy. NATO should have planned 
for the worst and should do 
everything it can now to slop 
the ethnic cleansing. 

Goshen News , US 


INSTALLING REFUGEES on 
the boarders of Kosovo risks a 
destabilisation of the host coun- 
try and a prolongation of the 
conflict. Given the pace of the 
current expulsions, Nato esti- 
mates that Kosovo will be emp- 
tied of its ethnic Albanians 
within 10 to 20 days. It is time 
to admit that our defence of the 
refugees' right to return is 
meaningless if we continue to 
exclude the possibility of send- 
ing in groundLroops. 

Le Monde, France 


Q UOTE OF THE PAY 

“We are up against a dictator who has shown he would 
rather rule over rubble than not rule at alL” 
President Bill Clinton 

T hought for the Pay 

“Older men declare war; but it is youth 
that must fight and die." 

Herbert Hoover, 
former US president 


Kosovo 

Emergency 


Hundreds of thousands of people, mainly women and 
children, need shelter, food and water. 

Traumatised and exhausted, they are victims of a 
horific human tragedy. 


Action Against Hunger's teams are doing their utmost to 
bring relief to the refugees in Macedonia, Albania and 
Montenegro. 

Several tons of food have already been distributed. 

More food Is on the way with special food products for 
children, hygiene products and water and sanitation 
eqipment 


The People of Kosovo need your help now. 


C171 242 5665 


Yfcs I want to help the paopte of Kosovo I endose a eheque/poste! onier 14 

(payable la Action Against Hungar UK) for 

Q £250 Qj £100 Q] £50 Q E2S otter E 

Or ptea»debH my 

Expkydare Today's dalr Please tick tf 

- — you would Ike 

a receipt 

Signature Mame 


Address 


Please send coupon to 
Action Agaltef Hunger UK, 

1 Canon Street London WCIfl 4AB 



Regbteiad charity no. 1047501 
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Pandora 


TWTFCHER5 BEWARE: it's 
time to tag your feathered 
friend with a microchip, 
according to the new issue of 
Pet Product Marketing. It 
reports that a gang of villains 
has been hitting pet shops in 
Cambridgeshire, 
Bedfordshire, Hertfordshire 
and Norfolk - the crew 
specialises in stealing exotic 
birds. During the past yean it 
has blagged a haul of 70, 
valued at around £100,000. A 
£700 African Grey (pictured) 
is the latest to be forcibly 
migrated. According to 
ornithological security expert 
John Hayward, the bird- 
bandits swoop on top-priced 
specimens, leaving lesser 
breeds in their cages. It 
sounds like an inside job by 
some fly guys. 


OH NO. say it ain't so: 
Monica Lewinsky is now 
threatening to move to 
London because here she 
“gets respect and privacy". 
What have we done to 
deserve this? 


FLESH-EATING viruses, 
explosions, lesbian tongue 
hockey, roofie rape, incest, 
smack murders, bodies under 
patios ... Brookside supremo 
Phil Redmond and his writers 
have vivid imaginations. But 
when it comes to troubled 
teen-soap HoUyooks (a bit of 
a problem child for 
Redmond's Mersey Television 
since its heavily hyped launch 
four years ago), there only 
seems one plot-twist: road- 
kill There have been three 
disastrous vehicle accidents 
in as many years: in 
Brookside characters are 
always crashing in the same 
bar - in HoUyooks they’re 
always just crashing. 
Redmond is supposedly keen 
to ease his foot off the gas at 
Brookie and get in the driving 
seat at HoUyooks. C4 suits 
are banking on the altitudinal 
sea user not foiling asleep at 
the wheel. 


PANDORA’S Life of Don 
Johnson. The former Mr 
Mefanie Griffiths 
recently invited a West 
Coast showbiz 
reporter into his 
lovely psyche. In 
the LA Times . 

Paul 

Brownfield 
describes 
their time 
together 
as 

“mostly 
a 



misguided tour of 
machismo and implied 
debauchery”. He picks up a 
blonde at a ban he peels off 
two $100 bills for a 
homeless man..." Although 
Johnson’s battle with the 
bottle is well documented. 
Brownfield says “in the past 
three hours he’s gone 
through several bottles of 
wine, but not much in the 
way of solid food”. Pausing 
only to urinate into San 
Francisco Bay; the volatile 
star of Nash Bridges and 
Miami Vice describes how 
he bedded Nosh Bridges' 
female guest stars in his 
“bus-like trailer” on the set 
- crew members called it 
“riding the bus”. It’s been 
10 years since Johnson gave 
an interview; enquiring 
min ds wonder why. 


OH, AND did you notice the 
less than felicitous 
juxtaposition of the initials of 
Victoria (Adams) and David 
(Beckham) on the bogus crest 
heading up the couple’s 
wedding invitation? 


ONE MONTH to go until the 
Scottish and Welsh 
elections, and the pressure 
is starting to telL The 
Scottish Conservative Party 
sent out a special pack to 
schools, in which it tries to 
reconcile its previous 
opposition to devolution 
with its current campaign 
for electoral success in the 
assembly. “To the 
uninformed observer, these 
standpoints may seem 
incompatible,” says Scottish 
Tory leader David 
McLetchie. “That’s an 
entirely understandable 
reaction." In the spirit of 
listening to the electorate’s 
kitchen table (or whatever 
this week’s daft initiative is 
supposed to be), will the 
Tories be similarly 
sympathetic when no one 
votes for them? 


BT HAS signed up 
Stephen Spiel- 
berg’s ET to per- 
suade us to “stay 
in touch” by 
, phone. The ugty 
alien will be 
coming to a 
commercial break 
near you in a series 
of teasers from 11 
April, culminating in 
a “movie-style" 60- 
second commercial 
■"if* next month. Perhaps 
BT should stay in clos- 
* er touch with AT&T, its 
putative bedmate in 
tbe lucrative US 
market - the telecom 
giant hasn't been 
paying its phone bills. 
Apparently, AT&T and 
former BT partner MCI 
both owe the Cuban national 
phone company a 
substantial sum, so 
substantial that the 
Cubans are threatening to 
cut all American phone lines 
to the Island. 

Contact Pandora by e-mail: 
pandoratqindependenLco.uk 


I urge you all to shop randomly 


IN ONE of Alan Bennett s Talking 
Heads monologues, the narrator 
describes a counselling session in 
which one of the characters con- 
fesses to exposing himself in a 
Sainsbury’s doorway. As the nar* 
rator’s shocked mother remarks: 
“Tesco, you could understand." 

Where we shop has always been 
a guide to which social class we in- 
habit But now there is to be a 
potentially Orwellian refinement 
Now the stores are to create their 
own internal class system, ranking 
shoppers according to how much 
they spend. This they can do thanks 
to those ubiquitous loyalty cards. 
There are now more than 40 million 
of these in circulation. They osten- 
sibly give shoppers discounts for 
being frequent trolley-pushers, but 
have a more sinister purpose. 

Tesco is reported to be looking at 
creating a three-tiered dass system. 
The biggest rewards, which might 
include special deals on foreign 
holidays, would go to families that 
buy large amounts regularly, with 
lesser spenders getting propor- 
tionately smaller benefits. 

Personally, rd be lucky to get a 



David 

Lister 


Can the day be jar away 
when eirery supermarket 
has its own loyalty- 
card therapist ? 

candy-floss in Southend. I will have 
nothing to do with loyalty cards. This 
is not because I am capricious in my 
shopping habits, but because I am 
a democrat Loyalty cards look like 
a good deal and certainly telf us a 
good deal about the philosophies of 
the supermarket chains. 1>sco, for 
example, is an unsentimental, un- 
reconstructed monetarist. The 


Tesco loyalist receives money- off 
vouchers. Safeway is the “new man 
among supermarket giants: its 
benefits in kind include an annual 
creche pass. Salisbury's Air Miles 
offer encourages you to go away and 
make babies, rather than put them 
in a creche. 

At least that was a system free of 
political and psychological over- 
tones. The new customer “class’’ 
system being considered by Tesco 
could end up with supermarkets 
resembling opera houses. There 
might be a plush checkout where the 
designer-label high -spending shop- 
pers could chat with their own 
kind, while the one-basket, basic- 

toiletries -an d-marked -down-poultry 

baskets couJd enter and leave via a 
separate entrance. 

The psychological implications 
are equally disturbing. Safeway is 
now testing palm-top computers 
designed to check the cardholder's 
shopping history before making 
“tailored" special offers available to 
the shopper. 

Until this moment, I was not 
aware that I had a “shopping 
histoiy". I thought I just bought 


things. But if you have a shopping 
history the shopping analyst cannot 
be for behind. Can the day be for 
away when wery supermarket has 
a loyalty-card therapist, and a 
special room behind the toifetries- 

and-household-deaning aisle 

where your shopping history can 
be analysed? 

“The switch you made last March 

from fresh to dried pasta: 1 catft help 
but notice it was around tiie tuneyou 
changed from luxury soft toilet- 
rolls to our special-offer basic 
packs,” the analyst will say. 

“And the avocados disappeared 
altogether Whs itjust a financial cri- 
sis, or was it a more profound loss 
of enthusiasm for the good t hings in 
life? 1 see the chocolate consump- 
tion more than doubled. How 

have you and your partner been get- 
ting on recently?” 

It may or may not be that we are 
what we eat But for sure we are 
what we shop. Every aisle tells a 
story, every trolley contains a 
h uman struggle. Months of 
eschewing French apples, followed 
by a splurge on special-offer Golden 
Delicious, is but the outer symbol of 


the defeat (ff an environmental cam- 
paigner. Safewa/s palm-top com- 
puter will surely bleep when it 
notices a shopper who is losing 
their political consciousness. 

And Big Brother in the storeroom 
will programme the poor lost soul's 
namp into a database to send to 
dubious political and commercial 
organisations. The new, comput- 
erised, class-graded loyalty cards 
are a subtle totalitarian tool But 
there is one way to defeat them. 

Shop with no consistency, no 
game plan, no consumerist idaflogy. 
Flit from supermarket to super- 
market One week, put as many E- 
numbers into your trolley as it can 
hold. Then tbe next week, only go to 
the organic shelves. Never spend 
the same amount two weeks 
running. Intersperse strict vege- 
tarianism with carnivorous blow- 
outs and the Chablis with the 

Uebfraumflch. 

Then watch the steam come out 
of the palm-top computer and see 
the store manager- in the manner 
of a failed Ian Fleming Smersh 
operative - dick his heels and bury 
his head in the frozen turkeys. 


Its first 1 00 days were rocky, 
but the euro’s in rude health 


COULD THERE have been a more 
turbulent first 100 days for the euro? 
The period since its euphoric launch 
amid Beethoven and balloons on 
New Year’s Day started with a dam- 
aging public row over interest rates 
between the brash German finance 
minister and the dull Dutch banker 
running the new European Central 
Bank. It moved on to the resignation 
first of said finance minister. Oskar 
La fontaine, then the entire Euro- 
pean Commission, washed out of of- 
fice on a tide of sleaze. And just three 
months after the single currency’s 
birth, war started on the eastern bor- 
der of Euroland. 

No wonder Britain’s save-the- 
pounders are feeling so chipper. 
The new currency has been de- 
clining pretty steadily on the foreign 
exchanges, and has lost 5 per cent 
of its value against the pound. But 
the motley collection of assorted 
Lords and Rupert Murdoch-em- 
ployees gleeful at all this extra am- 
munition for their campaign 
against Britain joining the euro are 
guilty of bending the facts and 
trivialising the national debate we 
ought to be having. 

Start with that decline in the 
value of the euro on the foreign ex- 
changes. It is tiny, as currency 
movements go. In just eight weeks 
last summer tbe pound fell more 
than 7 per cent against other cur- 
rencies, and is still 4 per cent below 
the level it reached in August Dur- 
ing that entire period of decline 
British industrialists - the anti-euro 
camp more vociferously than most- 
continued to complain about the 
strength of the pound. 

And they are still complaining. 
They acclaim the euro's weakness 
as a sign of the innate weaknesses 
of the Continental economy. At the 
same time, they grumble that its foil 
is undermining the ability of British 
business to sell profitably into Eu- 
ropean markets. These people want 
to have their brioche and eat it too. 



Diane 

Coyle 

The pro-pounders are in 
the main elderly men 
unth more stake in their 
past than in our future 


Nor do they speak for the foil 
breadth of British business. A poll 
conducted by ICM for Business for 
Sterling, which supposedly showed 
a 59 per cent majority against UK 
membership of the euro, turned out 
to have adjusted the replies in a way 
which - surprise, surprise - turned 
a raw pro-euro majority into a 
“weighted" majority for the antis. 

This is an odd approach to cam- 
paigning - rigging the result to 
show that you have already 
achieved tbe victory over public 
opinion you are supposed to be 
aiming for. The truth is that British 
business, like the British people, is 
split on the subject probably mild- 
ly sceptical on balance but open to 
discussion. What a pity they have 
been so ill-served by politicians 
and commentators. 

It has not helped elevate the 
level of debate that all the running 
has been made by the anti-euro 
groups like Business for Sterling 
and Lord Owen's New Europe. 
These outfits, funded by privately 
wealthy men and. in the case of 
New Europe, Mr Murdoch, have 
more money than the Bri tain in Eu- 


rope coalition on tbe opposite side. 
The pro-euro campaign has also re- 
mained too low-key, postponing its 
formal launch until Ken Clarke 
and Michael Heseltine can swing 
their weight behind it after the Eu- 
ropean elections. 

The delay will turn out to have 
been a mistake, and not just because 
it trill allow the anti-euro groups to 
set the terms of the debate. For the 
main distinction between the two 
camps is the narrowness of interests 
represented by the antis compared 
to the diversity of those who remain 
open to the idea of Britain playing 
a central role in Europe. 

Tbe defenders of sterling are. in 
the main, a group of elderly men with 
more stake in their past than in our 
future. Thevdothe their gut anti-Eu- 
ropeanism and Little Englandism in 
the language of rational economic 
argument Many actually believe 
Britain ought to withdraw from the 
EU altogether but have just enough 
nous to realise this is not a refer- 
endum winner. 

Among younger people who are 
not part of the Establishment there 
is a good deal of pro-European sen- 
timent Few people born in the 
baby-boom generation or later are 
purely nationalistic. We have trav- 
elled abroad for holidays and busi- 
ness, not just to fight other 
Europeans. In our millions we have 
enjoyed the beaches of the Costa 
Brava and the hills of Tuscany, 
watched football in France, been ski- 
ing in the Alps, held meetings with 
colleagues in Frankfurt and danced 
in Dublin’s nightclubs. While we still 
laugh at jokes about German holi- 
daymakers and Italian drivers, it is 
no longer a bitter humour. 

For all those whose instincts are 
to be part of Europe, not separate 
Emm it, there are many dear signals 
that staying out of the single cur- 
rency has already undermined 
Britain's influence. To take just the 
latest in his interview with tbe 



A protester outside the Bank of England Louisa BvUer/AP 


Financial Times this week, Ro- 
mano Prodi. the President-designate 
of the European Commission, was 
describing how he came to be ap- 
pointed. Jacques Chirac, the French 
President rang him up to tell him 
what Gerhard Schriider, the German 
Chancellor, wanted. The British 
Prime Minister didn't merit a pass- 
ing mention. 

There is a serious economic ar- 
gument to be held about the pros and 
cons of Britain joining the euro. The 
arguments in favour concern the 
creation of a genuine, competitive 
single market and whether British 
companies can afford to be on the 
outside, victims of a volatile ex- 
change rate. 

The arguments against concern 
the limits membership would set 
to macroeconomic management 
and how damaging it might be to 
lose the ability to set interest rates 
for the UK alone. Although Euro- 
pean interest rates are already well 
below UK rates, the pro-euro case 
is not helped by the tardiness of the 
European Central Bank in taking 


more action to help boost growth 
at a time of global crisis. It might 
still do so after its meeting today, 
which would make the cost of bor- 
rowing on the Continent half that 
in the UK. 

Nor is (he case for joining helped 
by the reluctance of most Conti- 
nental politicians to introduce fun- 
damental reforms that would help 
their economies work better: But 
British politicians are not going to 
persuade them to do so by lecturing 
in a superior way from the outside 
- Tony Blair’s recent speech to Eu- 
ropean socialists on bis Anglo-Saxon 
vision of a modern and competitive 
economy won no converts. He sim- 
ply is not seriously engaged in their 
overwhelming political project un- 
less and until he takes the UK into 
the single currency. 

A rocky first 100 days have not 
sown a single seed of doubt about the 
euro in Euroland. It should not mis- 
lead anybody in Britain either. The 
euro is here, and the longer the UK 
stays out the further away from us 
the Continent will drift 
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An exciting time to do business in 


This is a great time to be 
in the world of business. 
Business will change 
more in the next 10 
years than it has in the last 50. 
The way that people find and 
match buyers and sellers will 
be radically different. That is 
the fundamental mechanism of 
capitalism and the Internet is 
bringing a new level of 
efficiency to it 

The way that information 
flows inside a company wfil be 
different In the past employ- 
ees bad to work with very little 
information. They had a cre- 
ative idea about how to chang e 
the product or price it in a new 
way, but they realty did not 
have the foundation to recom- 
mend that things be changed. 

With digital advances, the 
cost of doing this the right 
way and empowering those 
people has now become very 
small. Most companies are 
already investing in the infra- 
structure that is required. 
They are buying PCs. they are 
connecting them in a network 
and they have got connections 
out to the Internet 
I have had business leaders 
come to me and ask what they 
should do to adapt to this new 
age. In some ways they view it 


as an opportunity. They know 
that they can improve the de- 
rision processes; they know 
that the way that they have 
bought and sold things can be 
far more effective. 

Business leaders are also 
afraid, because they see new 
companies being started up 
that take the Internet as a 
given. It is really important to 
give these leaders a metric to 
say how much they are 
achieving here: a simple met- 
ric like saying that an employ- 
ee can sit down at a screen and 
find any memo written in the 
past that might relate to their 
current project 

Business is all about 
empowering people, getting 
more out of their thinking, and 
it requires a new approach to 
do that You can ask yourself; 
as a CEO. have you taken all 
the paper forms in the 
company and decreed that 
they should all go away? 

People were stunned when 
I said that two years ago be- 
cause they thought “We have 
created all these nice forms 
and that is the way we are used 
to doing business.* 

In fact the systems that we 
have replaced the paper with 
are a tot better in fart, they are 



PODIUM 

bill Gates 

From the inaugural 
lecture of the London 
Business School given 
by the CEO of 
Microsoft Corporation 


subject to constant feedback 
Everything we have, you can 
send us comments on and tell 
us how it could be improved for 
you personally or how it needs 
to adjust to new business con- 
ditions. There is a lot of veloc- 
ity here, a need to respond to 
dynamic markets in a better 
way. a need to have what I call 
‘better business reflexes’. 

Overall, an organisation re- 
quires leadership from the top. 
Even though a typical CEO will 


have grown up in an age in 
which there were personal 
computers, it was not the CEO 
who was supposed to learn 
how to type. But CEOs have got 

to show that they are willin g to 
dive in. 

If we think about it, at a 
meeting like this one in three 
or four years from now, every- 
one will have a tablet PC and 
will be taking notes on it so that 
you do not havea mismatch be- 
tween what you do on paper 
and on the computer 

The term *PC' will probably 
be reserved for the full screen 
derice where you create doc- 
uments and effit them, whether 

it is at home or in the work- 
place. You will certainly have a 
derice that has phone-like 
functionality that is smaller, 
that fits into the pocket and not 
only connects up for voice but 
also digital wireless. 

You will have something in 
your car that you can just talk 
to and ask for a radio station or 
For directions. It will be up-to- 
date in terms of what the traffic 
conditions are and connected 
with ail your other devices. 
You will not have to be in- 

TOfved with moving information 
betiveen them. If you get some- 
body s phone number and put 


that on your small device, it will 
show up automatically on your 
PC and your auto PC without 
any overhead at afi.lt will also 
have the TV connected up to 
a high speed, two-way net- 
work using the cable or phone 
infrastructure so that getting 
e-mail or playing multi-player 
games will all be very natural. 

If you are wat ching a sports 
show, you will be able to look at 
your budtty list and see if any 
of your friends are w atching the 
same thing; if so, you will be 
able to open up a voice con- 
versation and talk with them as 
simply as if you were watching 
together. There will be a lot of 
variety but we will all be 
connected up to the same 
network, all sharing the same 

information. 

This is a pretty exciting 
time to be in business. It will 
not necessarily be the leaders 
of the past who are the leaders 
in the future. The jobs wifi not 
be the same as they have been. 
TCiere is no doubt in my mind 
that the successful companies 
vufi be the ones that realty 
grab these tools. I think thatis 
an exciting opportunity 

and certainly something 
I think we will all have / 
fun making a reality. f 
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Why marvel at Asian wealth? 



The brothers Srichand, left, and Gopi Hinduja. who top the latest list of the wealthiest Asians in Britain Trevor Humphries 


SUKHDEV 

SANDHU 

Do these ' success stories’ 
cany out business 
differently from white 
people? One suspects not 


“Bliss was it in that dawn to be alive. 
But to be young (and Asian) was 
very heaven.'’ That’s the euphoric 
ay, only partially a lie, that future 
cultural historians will be tem pted 
to let out when they look back on the 
late 1990s. 

Poring over the style mags and 
listings guides in archival research 
centres, fast-forwarding and 
freeze-framing through acres of 
video footage, they’ll assemble 
myriad examples of how, after 
decades of being treated with in- 
difference or contempt - by black 
and white people alike - Asian 
culture was suddenly viewed as 
cool and cuspy. 

They’ll seize upon a documentary 
about occasional Big Breakfast 
presenter and lad mag to tty 
Melanie Sykes - she of the In dian 
mother - wandering around 
Southall sari shops and thinking 
thoughtfl lljy about ir tenfify and whiff 

They'll enthuse about the poly- 
chromatically-coiffured Asian DJs 
who grafted Bollywood samples 
onto generic drum ’n’ bass tracks 
to a well-heeled and monochro- 
matic crowd of Barnes and Belinda 
Tnistafarians to shudder to at 
NottingHOl Arts Club. They'D note 
how well-educated Asians were 
rarely off news and current affairs 
programmes, interviewing 
princesses and such like. A hand- 
fill of them - usually men, none of 
them born in England - produced 
bestselling fiction. They ran hugely 
profitable independent television 
companies and were invited to 
enter the House of Lords where 
they could represent the swinging, 
swishing Britannia envisioned by 
modish left-of-centre think-tanks. 

Elsewhere, Asians scored pain- 
staking half centuries and threw 
regular tantrums while playing 
cricket far England. They stormed 
to the top of the pop charts and 
soundtracfced ads far Levi’s and 
Guinness. They helped spearhead 


Lawrence. Young Asian women, 
many of them reading cultural stud- 
ies in east London universities, 
bared their breasts for glossy fash- 
ion magazine s. 

Oh, ffid one or two friends rf Noel 
Gallagher’s wife sported bindis for 
at least a fortnight 

It's easy to forget just how novel 
this blizzard of type and hipness is. 
Asians ranked low in the pecking 
order of post-Second World War 
ethnic subcultural cool. Second 
generation kids boro in this coun- 
try, or who were brought over at an 
early age, were assailed in 


playgrounds with taunts about how 
they stunk of curiy, about their shod- 
dy grasp of En glish , and, crucially, 
about the squalid and risible jobs 
their parents occupied. 

Beturbanned bus conductors 
were a constant source of hilarious 
jokes - “Butt butt ding ding, tickets 
please!" they’d sneer at us. “Why do 
Asian people never play football? 
Becatlse every time they get a cor- 
ner they build a shop on it.” they'd 


saves, wefdlaugh at these jokes too, 
sometimes trumping them - 
simultaneously exposing our mas- 
tery of English modes of self- 
deprecation by piping up: “What’s 
the difference between a Paid and 
a bucket of shit? The bucket." 
They’d laugh - not with us, but at 
us. Deep down we knew this. 

How we hated our parents! How 
we were embarrassed by them! 
They ordered us to wear manky 
blue parker coats come rain, shine 
or Indian monsoon. They forced us 
to fritter away whole evenings read- 
ing holy verses and practising Pun- 


jabi and Hindi orthography. They 
never let us go out without dousing 
our hair in coconut oil that ponged 
almightily. They repeatedly admin- 
istered savage shoebeatings for the 
tiniest social infraction. 

Work was our parents’ real reli- 
gion. They looked askance at play 
or pleasure. Asians in this country 
almost never went on holiday. While 
they might occasionally return to 
their ancestral villages in India 
and Pakistan to pay court to their 
families and relatives, to whose 
values they pledged unflagging ad- 
herence, they never thought to frit- 
ter their sweated savings on trips 
to holiday camps or Judith 
Chalmers-endorsed Algarve pack- 
ages. Every penny counted, every 
grocery receipt repeatedly scruti- 
nised in case the cashier had acci- 
dentally charged an extra tuppence 
for a kilo of aubergines. 

This obsessive penny-pinching 
was understandable. Our parents 
had been doing crappy jobs for 
crappy wages for as long as they - 
or we - could remember. Many of 


our fathers had come to England in 
the mid-1960s from rural areas. 
With only basic schooling and 
speaking little English, they were 
forced to head for cities such as 
Bradford, Leicester and Birming- 
ham whose foundries, steel nulls 
and textile factories offered them 
ready - if menial - employment, and 
where rents and travelling ex- 
penses were enticingly low. 

Their main goal was to save 
enough money to bring over the 
wives and children that they'd left 
behind. They worked all the shifts 
and overtime slots they could. They 
bunkered up with colleagues in 
grotty terraced housing to save on 
renting costs. There's a hoary but 
accurate joke that runs: "How do 
you get six Asian families into a 
tyre? Tell them it's a flat." 

Our dads laboured and they were 
lonely. They know they were being 
exploited but they didn't really have 
a bundle of remunerative alterna- 
tives they could turn to. Their lack 
of fluency in English discouraged 
them from mingling with white 


people. Rarely did they have the en- 
ergy to go out to pubs or cinemas 
after work. Or the inclination - did 
they want to be stared and laughed 
at all evening? Entertainment cost 
money that they could ill afford. 

Nor did their work ethic lapse 
after their families arrived in Eng- 
land. They prized money, not cul- 
ture. This led to the accurate 
perception that most Asian parents 
would never be happy unless their 
children became doctors, lawyers 
or accountants. 

I find it hard to care about the lat- 
est rollcall of Asian millionaires. Sur- 
veys about Asian wealth are a boom 
industry in themselves. Do they re- 
ally tell us much we didn't already 
know? That there are few Pak- 
istani or Bangladeshi faces just 
proves the limitations of using 
“Asian" as a catch all social cate- 
gory. Flicking through Eastern 
Eye’s encomium to rapacious cap- 
italism. it’s striking that many of 
those featured come from wealthy 
backgrounds, from families noted 
for their retailing and entrepre- 


neurial nous. As they pose - tidy, 
arse-denched, corporate-smiled - 
at their gleaming desks. I’m struck 
at how familiar they seem. We’re 
meant to marvel at their Aaan-ness; 
all I see is the universal gait of the 
finance moguL the conglom king. 

Do these “success stories” - 
some younger than others, a hand- 
ful of them women - cany out 
business differently to white people? 
One suspects not Many of them 
have made it rich in textiles, an in- 
dustry notorious to paying women, 
often middle-aged Asian women, 
less than £20 for 100-hour weeks. 

It's these women - our mothers, 
our aunts - who should be high- 
lighted today. Under-educated and 
over-exploited, they sacrificed their 
health and happiness so that their 
children could get an education, 
would not want It was their dog- 
matic will-to -succeed - so hateful to 
us as we grew up in the 1960s and 
1970s - that permits us now to gal- 
livant and skitter around the circuits 
of metro-bohemianism. It’s their un- 
coolness that enabled us to be cool. 
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The Economic 
Secretary to the 
Treasury replies 

to a leader on the 
introduction of IS As 

YOUR LEADING article “Con- 
fusion is always the enemy of 
thrift” suggests that the Gov- 
ernment made a mistake in 
abolishing a workable savings 
system in PEPs and TESSAs, 
and should have been swifter 
in advertising the benefits of 
the ISA. 

Neither suggestion is cor- 
rect ISAs will be a better 
way for more savers to save 
than existing schemes, and 
we have worked closely with 
the Inland Revenue to ensure 
clear information is easily 
available. 

A quarter of the population 
have no savings at all, anoth- 
er quarter have less than £200 
saved. Many are aware of the 
need to save, but are worried 
about hidden charges or not 
having access to their money. 

ISAs were developed to 
provide flexible, tax-free ways 
to save to meet a range of 
needs: easy access cash 
ISAs for those needing to get 
at savings quickly. 

To help savers, particular- 
ly new savers looking at new 
products, we have introduced 
new minimum CAT standards 
on reasonable charges, easy 
access and fair terms. 

We know that ISAs wiD offer 
a wide choice to both new 
and existing savers. We have 
made sure that all savers can 
find out more about ISAs and 
make informed choices about 
which are for them. 

In January this year, the 
Inland Revenue published a 
widely available booklet ex- 
plaining in simple terms what 
ISAs are all about and what 
the benefits are. 

Savers will quickly become 
aware of these benefits and 
wish to take them. As they 
do, providers will respond to 
their needs. 

We believe ISAs will be- 
come as popular among new 
savers as PEPs and TESSAs 
became among existing 
savers, but that their benefits 
will - rightly - be more wide- 
ly available. 


the campaigns tnr racial justice 
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THURSDAY BOOK 

WE W15H TO INFORM YOU THAT 
TOMORROW WE WILL BE KILLED 
WITH OUR FAMILIES 

BY PHILIP GOUREVITCH. PICADOR. £16.99 


This review is of a book roughly 
160,000 words tong which describes the 
genocide five years ago in the central 
African, country of Rwanda. That 
works out at about one word for every 
five people who were tilled, at the rate 
of approx i mately one every 20 seconds, 
during tee three months the rampage 
lasted. Multiply it out and you arrive 
at a total of 800,000 dead, a slaughter 
not even the Nazis matched in so short 
a time. The events Philip Gourevitch 
recounts are the first genocide to be 
categorised as such by the United Na- 
tions under the 1948 Genocide Con- 
vention, signed by virtually every UN 
member. How come then, no ore paid 
much attention at tee time? 

This story of the massacres of Tut- 
sir by Hutus in April, May and June 
of 1994 is an astonishing feat of re- 


portage and wise humanity which 
made me curl with shame. Not a day 
goes by without some reminder of the 
Holocaust - all we comfort ourselves, 
in tiie noble cause of “Never Again”. 
Yet, less than a year after President 
Clinton inaugurated the Holocaust 
Museum in Washington as “an in- 
vestment in a secure future against 
whatever insanity lurks ahead,” in- 
sanity was unfolding in central Africa 
under tee eyes of the world. 


Unlike Cambodia's tailing fields 
(which, since a race does not set out 
to exterminate itself do not count as 
genocide) what happened in Rwanda 
was no secret It had been planned for 
months. Those who would die watched 
their killers practising. AD that was 
needed was a pretext provided by the 
shooting down of the plane carrying 
Rwanda's President on 6 April 1994. 

As tee slaughter unfolded, desper- 
ate messages reached tee State De- 
partment and the UN. Every day Hutu 
radio, which must have been moni- 
tored, urged listeners to go and kill the 
"cockroaches, "and leave no empty 
spaces in graves already dug The 
“cockroaches” were under no illu- 
aons, Gourevitch takes his title from 
a letter written by seven Adventist pas- 
tors, all 1)11518, to their church's pres- 
ident a Hutu: “We wish to inform you 
that tomtHTow we trill be killed with our 
families.” They were. 

But pleas from Rwanda went un- 
heeded even though outside inter 
vention, as laid down by the 
Convention, would have stopped the 
genocide teen and there. Most scan- 
dalous was the French role, in pro- 
viding succour for tee gfriocidaires. 
France chose sides because it opposed 
tee Ttota-dominated Rwandese Pa 
triotic Front which had been fighting 
a long civil war against the Hutu gov- 
ernment Had the RPF prevailed fas 
in tee end it did) Paris feared Rwan- 
da, a former Belgian colony, would 
have been lost to Francophone Africa. 

But that does not solve the central 
mystery how can people who have 
lived together and intermarried for 


Thursday Poem 

RETREAT 

' BY EDWIN BROCK 

We tried to sit beside this pool 
inside the sound of water 
. ‘and see forever nothing but green 

as though some kind of coverlet 
of meadow sweet and willow herb 
birdsong and blossom were sewn 

into forgetfulness. But had forgotten 
tee mouse in an owFs daw 
night m a child’s eyes 

and the way a pheasant cries as though 
its throat is torn and its wings 
are driving its ghost away. 

This poem comes from Edwin Brock's posthumous collection. 
And Another Thing', published at £8.95 by Enitharmon Press. 
36 St George's Avenue, London N7 OHD 




The Rwandan genocide led to a vast refugee crisis in central Africa 


centuries, sharing the same lan- 
guage and religion, do such terrible 
things to one another? 

There are some heroes, like the Ki- 
gali hotel manager Paul Rusesabag- 
ina, a Tutu who protected the hunted 
of whatever race, or Paul Kagame. 
Rwanda’s Vice-President, a TYitsi who 
has embraced reconciliation rather 
than vengeance. “People are not in- 
herently bad.'' he tells Gourevitch 
‘ But they can be made bad. And they 
can be taught to be good.” 

Perhaps that is the only way. How 
do you punished hundreds of thou- 
sands of people for murder? When 
everyone is guilty, nobody' is. And 
faced with the sheer volume, of killing, 
the mind short-circuits. One murder 
is a tragedy but as Dylan Thomas 
wrote, “after the first death there is 
no other". Rwanda’s low-tech Holo- 
caust was the hanaiisation of evil, down 
to the Hutu ixiunrihvoinan who offered 
50 Rwandan francs <20pi for severed 
Tutsi heads. The practice was known 
as “selling cabbages”. 

For us. it was all too complicated 
too far away. Had the present civil war 


in ex-Zaire (directly caused by the 
Rwandan genocides happened in Eu- 
rope. dragging in half a dozen coun- 
tries. we would speak of a world war. 
Instead we mostly ignore it: another 
primitive, incomprehensible struggle 
in a continent we have written off long 
since. “In such countries, genocide is 
not too important” President Mitter- 
rand remarked of Rwanda -oblivious 
of the blow teat France's huge mis- 
judgement w'ouid deal to its prestige 
and influence throughout Africa. 

But his views were widely shared, 
among others by an American intel- 
ligence officer who held forth to Goure- 
vitch in a Kigali bar. “Do you know 
what genocide is? A cheese sandwich. 
Write it down: Genocide is a cheese 
sandwich. Genocide, genocide, geno- 
cide. Cheese sandwich, cheese sand- 
wich. cheese sandwich. Who gives a 
shit? Crimes against humanity? Who’s 
humanity? You? Me? Did you see a 
crime committed against you? Hey. 
just a million Rwandans." 

In the cynicism of the spook lies the 
precise and shaming truth. 

RUPERT CORNWELL 


More women are victims 



A woman, on average, lives longer than a man. S*i she is 
more likely to have to lace the difficulties of intestacy - the legal 
term lor being left in a mess because her husband didn't make a 
Will. 


Many men assume that, on their death, all they own will 
automatically go to their wives. This isn't so. When a man dies 
intesiate. not just his wife but brothers, sisters and even cousins 
may have a claim on what he owned. 

His widow may have to sell the house to pay off his relations. 

None of this need happen if he makes a Will. Yet seven out 
of ten people fail to take this simple step. 

Now, as a service to the public, WWF UK (World Wide Fund 
For Nature) has produced its own plain language guide to 
making a Will. It explains: 

• why everyone needs to make a Will 

G how to go about it 

t and how to minimise tax 
liability on what you leave behind. 

Don'v leave it to chance. Give 
yourself the peace of mind of pj 

knowing your loved ones are 
properly provided for. 

Send or phone for our FREE 
guide to making a Will, today. 



Please soul me mi FREE cops ww guide Id Wills and Will-mating 
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Shirley 

Bury 


IT1S the heaviest printed book I have 
ever held. It weighs in at 321b. fills 
L380 pages, is quarter-bound in red 
goatskin by Cedric Chivers, set in 
Caslon, designed by Guy M3es War- 
ren, edited by Shiriey Buiy’s great 
friend Claude Blair, half of it written 
by Bitryherseff, and published by the 
Stationery Office at £1,000 per copy 

Bury spent the last eight years of 
her life concentrating on this great 
task, often staying up till five in the 
morning, such was her obsession 
with the obscure, fascinating details 
of royal anatomy and royal meanness. 

The Crown Jewels (1998) is the 
first catalogue of this fabulous col- 
lection in nearly a thousand years of 
history and legend Bury checked 
every source she used - there was 
□ever anything second-hand or de- 
rivative in her scholarly writings - 
so, characteristically, she wrote too 
much and took too long. Like many 
scholars, she could not always see 
the wood for the trees, but her trees 
were so dense and interesting that 
her editors usually gave up in de- 
spair and allowed her a few dozen 
more pages than bad been offered 

Here, she spices her accounts of 
the coronation ceremonies. Charles 
n showed what she pithily calls his 
“nicely judged balance of conciliation 
and reward” when he created six 
new earis and six barons. We meet 
Pepys in Westminster Abbey getting 
“up into a great scaffold" from which 
be noted scarlet everywhere. “All the 
officers of all kinds, so much as the 
very fiddlers, in red vests." 

Bury tells of how the royal gold- 
smith, Robert Vyner, was bank- 
rupted by the King, who never paid 
property for his extravagant new re- 
galia, but as a royal servant he was 
immune from arrest for debt We 
wonder with Bury what really hap- 
pened to the earlier royal regalia 
when it was “destroyed” under the 
Republic of Oliver CromwelL Much 
later King William IV unlike Charles 
II, wanted to economise for his 
coronation, so existing furniture 
was reused with an artistic result de- 
fined by Buiy as “florid eclecticism". 

She successfully negotiates the 


minefield of who owned who in die 
period of the Regency, with the em- 
inent goldsmith merchants Paul 
Store Poind ell Bridge and RundeU, 
Hunt and Haskell all of them mak- 
ing money as well as or better than 
they made gold. Much later again, 
we meet King George V who com- 
plained of the discomfort of his 
crown, but nevertheless insisted on 
wearing it more often than his pre- 
decessors. Fbrour own Queen Eliz- 
abeth n in 1953. Bury turns to 
Pepys 's successor as gossip extra- 


She devoted her 
whole working 
life - night and 
day - to the 
Victoria and 
Albeit Museum 


ordinary. Chips Channon wrote, 
could have watched it for ever." 
That is how Bury's friends felt 
about her. 

She usually wrote very formal 
prose, but in this exceptional book 
she let her hair down and revealed 
often concealed insights into human 
nature. Her achievement has not 
received due credit 

“All researchers have their oc- 
casional moments of illumination 
when a single additional fact begins 
to make sense of a body of infor- 
mation patiently amassed over a 
long period." So she wrote in the 1983 
Album qf the Victoria and Albert Mu- 
seum, to which institution she de- 
voted her whole working life - night 
and day - from 1948 to 1972! These 
words may not be so pithy as Pepys, 
but they might serve as Bury's epi- 
logue. The academic windfall was a 
Victorian silver teaset of 1851 by 
Joseph Angell just acquired by the 
V&A. long known in documents, but 



Bury applying finishing touches to an ‘International Exhibition of Contemporary Colour Woodcuts' at the V&A, 1954 


only now. thanks to Shiriey Bury, 
property evaluated. 

Bury was bom in 1925, read Fine 
Art at Reading University, and soon 
afterwards joined the Circulation 
Department of the Victoria and Al- 
bert Museum (which was responsi- 
ble for travelling exhibitions), hi 1960 
she completed an MA on the silver 
trade up to the industrial Revolution, 
and the next year became senior re- 
search assistant and assistant keep- 
er in the library the year after that 

I first worked with her in the 1961 
international artists' jewellery ex- 
hibition which I organised at Gold- 
smiths' Hall I sensed that her heart 
did not lie in modem art, despite her 
love for her eminent modem painter 
husband, Morley Bury. But she al- 
ways wanted to help, and was eager 
to learn too. She taught me about the 
precursors of 20th-century design, 
like Pugin and Henry Cole. 

She loved Pugin at a time when 
almost everyone else thought him 


trivial: in the 1969 V&A Yearbook, she 
records his hatred of half-pearis, and 
his generally hysterical attitudes 
about ornamental detail. Bury dis- 
covered that he had written about a 
tiny part of a tiny brooch: “1 wonder 
you defend the Brooch. I think the 
half-pearls execrable. I won’t have 
it, it is too horrid ... it is a regular 
Houndsditch affair’ - (Houndsditch 
being the workplace for many cheap 
merchants, then as now.) 

In 1967, Bure organised "Copy or 
Creation'’ with me at Goldsmiths' Hal 
investigating the nature of Victorian 
church treasures, and I realised 
what an able sleuth she was: she dis- 
covered how everything copied 
something else, but that these copies 
were so full of doctrinal passion that 
they were creations in their own 
right The following year she moved 
to the metalwork department, 
becoming deputy keeper in 1972. 

She began to use words of such 
sophistication that I read her with 


a new awe. Fbr instance, she called 
Ramsden and Care the British sil- 
versmiths of the 1920s. “those able 
epigones". But by 1985 she was 
using everyday language again, per- 
haps because, now promoted to 
Keeper, she had to master the arts 
of communication. In an elegant 
V&A booklet on jewels, she dragged 
in Congreve's agreeable Tattle from 
Love for Love, flourishing his “let- 
ters, lockets, pictures and rings" as 
proof of his sexual conquests. 

Bury now preferred jewels to di- 
ver. and realised that jewels, though 
they are art are also human nature: 
in another V&A booklet on rings, she 
records a Roman peacock of the first 
century AD who wore six rings on 
each of his hands, night and day. 

Bury's most beautiful monument 
may be the superb jewellery gallery 
at the V&A, with her fine guide 
through the centuries. Her most 
complete achievement is perhaps 
her big two-volume book Jewellery 


1 789-1910, published in 199L after die 
found a new self-discipline, and 
bravely reduced her initial 27 chap- 
ters to a more digestible 17. and 
jettisoned some 80.000 words. 

Her best-kept secret was her love 
of her famity which she organised 
from its centre like Ruth and Naomi 
in the Bible. A friend once likened her 
to Dorothea in George EEofs Mid- 
dlemarch, always an influence for 
good, always showing confidence 
and faith in everyone. Tbere are very 
few historians of metalwork and they 
nearly all know each other Shiriey 
Bury, with her accuracy and her gen- 
erosity, was an example to them aH 
Graham hughes 

Shirley Joan Watkin, art historian: 
bom London 27 February 3925; 
Deputy Keeper, Department qf 
Metalwork, Victoria and Albert 
Museum 1972-82, Keeper 1982-85; 
married 1947 Morley Bury ( one 
son); died London 25 March 1999. 


Charlie Martin 


CHARLIE MARTIN was a nudear 
weapon designer whose reputation 
stood as high in the three United 
States nudear weapon laboratories 
as at the Atomic Weapons Estab- 
lishment, Aldermaston, where he 
spent his career Most of that career 
was devoted to pulsed power; an en- 
abling technology crudai to weapon 
design and demonstration, and 
more recently to verifying the 
integrity of the atomic arseuaL 

A British viator to the Sandia Na- 
tional Laboratory in New Mexico, 
where the American nuclear 
weapon designs are engineered into 
warheads, was told authoritatively 
in the mid-1980s: “I don't know why 
you’ve come all this way to talk about 
pulsed power. You’ve got the father 
of pulsed power over there." 

When reported, this remark stim- 
ulated the founding of the UK Pulsed 
Power Club in 1986. At its inaugur- 
al meeting at the Culham Labora- 
tory of the UK Atomic Energy 
Authority. UK pre-eminence in the 
technology was traced back to the 
Second World War and the post- 
war activities of a small group at 
Aldermaston ted by Charlie Martin. 

Martin himself told this meeting 
how, latec the US had come to dom- 
inate the technology because its 
practitioners talked freely about 
their problems, even when working 
for riral firms. “Their bosses hate it" 
His experience - he was a consul- 



tant to Sandia as weQ as an employee 
offfie Ministry ofDefence- was that 
every bit of help he gave US experts 
was repaid tenfold. His message for 
the new club was: “Co-operate - 
even when it hurts you a bit" 

He made what must be one of the 
most open invitationsAJdercnaston 
has ever extended to the US: 
“Please come and talk to us." This 
was pursued enthusiastically by 
those seeking help for the US Gov- 
ernment's Strategic Defence Ini- 
tiative (“Star Wars"). 

Pulsed power is the technology of 
storing electricity and releasing it 
suddenly as “thunderbolts" of enor- 
mous voltage and current, like light- 
ningstrikes. Such pulses are used to 
drive high-energy physics experi- 


7 don’t know why 
you’ve come all 
this way to talk 
about pulsed 
power. You’ve got 
the father of 
pulsed power 
over there ’ 


ments, to power laser and other po- 
tential beam weapons, and to test the 
tolerance of complex electrical sys- 
tems to lightning strikes, for example. 

Nudear weapon designers need 
pulsed power to provide the energy 
for flash radiography whereby they 
can photograph inside a warhead 
and verify the way its 2,000 parts 
have been assembled. It has also 
been needed increasingly to verify 
the integrity trf the nuclear stockpile 
since atomic testing was abandoned. 

Martin, recounting his Alder- 
raaston years to the Pulsed Power 
Club in 1995, told how in the early 
1950s he heard that Aldermaston 
had been offered a linear accelera- 
tor “for free” but was minded to turn 
the offer down. At the time his way 


lay elsewhere, on designing the 
polonium initiator for the first UK 
atom bomb. He moved on to the in- 
trinsic safety of the design - how 
the bomb would behave in a fire or 
if dropped inadvertantly, for exam- 
ple. Testing was done in the 
Australian desert at Maralinga. 

But young Martin had the fore- 
sight Co see how valuable the linear 
accelerator machine could be to 
weapon designers, and argued his 
case successfully with Sir William 
Cook, Aldermaston’s director. 

A fewyears later, as a member of 
the Warhead Hydrodynamics Divi- 
sion, he was given responsibility for 
the “relatively unloved and under- 
staffed" machine. It became the 
nucleus of his pulsed power team, 
and the precursor of a series of big 
machines delivering increasingly 
powerful bolts of energy. 

The latest, Mogul E, built in the 
1990s. is claimed to be the world’s 
most powerful Dash radiography 
machine. Perhaps more significant- 
ly Martin's team soon acquired a rep- 
utation for building its machines for 
a fraction of their equivalents in the 
US atomic weapons industry. 

In 1995 Martin estimated that his 
team had spent about £9m at pre- 
sent-day value, over 22 years, on 
pulsed power. It had helped pioneer 
a field of technology in which about 
5,000 people were engaged He also 
believed pulsed power had con- 


tributed to maintaining the balance 
of deterrence during a vital period 

At Christmas 1994 the pulsed 
power team presented Aidermas- 
ton's director Peter Jones, a former 
chief warhead designer with a high- 
ly classified Christmas card The 
photograph showed the innards of 
a full-scale atomic warhead on the 
point of exploding 

Martin was never an easily man- 
ageable scientist He would tell vis- 
itors his laboratory was out on the 
boundary of the sprawling Alder- 
maston campus: “as far as possible 
from the administrators". One of his 
bosses in the 1980s says: “The best 
way to manage Charlie was to let 
him get on with it" Another, more 
recently, that “Charlie had the 
fastest brain I ever came across”. 

Martin was appointed a Deputy 
Chief Scientific Officer on special 
merit in 1971 In 1977 the US Govern- 
ment awarded him its Defence Nu- 
dear Agency Gold Medal: an award 
made only rarely to non-US citizens, 
of which he was specially proud He 
was appointed CBE in 1989, ac- 
cepting it as an honour for his team. 

Martin was a Londoner who read 
Physics at Imperial College. He 
never married but lived in one room 
at Boundary Hall, Aldermaston, dur- 
ing the normal working week, and in 
London at weekends. When he began 
semi-retirement at 65 he settled in 
Bloomsbury cfose to his favourite the- 


atres, cinemas, restaurants and 
bookshops. But his wide circle of 
friends knew that Aldermaston took 
first place, until he became 3L 

He was famous at Aldermaston 
fora gargantuan appetite. He would 
often eat two cafeteria dinners in the 
time others took to eat one. One of 
his principal recreations was dining 
with friends, but he never recovered 
his zest for it after an operation a year 
ago, for cancer of the oesophagus. He 
inspired great love and affection in 
countless friends, from his cleaner 
at Boundary HaJJ to Edward Tellez; 
foremost US weapon designer, who 
called him his “scientific son". 

Charlie Martin's careful hus- 
bandry of public monies - his “string- 
and-sea ling-wax" approach to 
experimentation - was reflected in 
his personal life. Although generous 
to friends he bad little interest m per- 
sonal possessions, including dothes, 
which he tended to buy in bulk. He 
holidayed in the eastern Mediter- 
ranean - Greece, TUrkey Egypt- usu- 
ally combining snorkelling with study 
of their archaeological treasures. 

David Fishlock 

John Christopher < Charlie ) Martin, 
nuclear weapon designer: bom 
London 21 September 1926; Deputy 
Chief Scientific Officer, United 
Kingdom Atomic Energy Authori- 
ty 1974-86; CBE 1989; died London 
22 March 1999. 
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Ibraimov 


jdmabek iBBAIMGV’S rale asJ$iv 
gyzstan’s prime minister was brief' 
Already ailing when appointed to the 
post by President AsfcarAkaev on25 
December last yean Ibraimov had to 
withdraw from dny-tthday woric two 
n inths later for an operation in 
Moscow for stomach cancer He 
tried to return to wade in late Mardi 
"When government officials said he 
was healed - but soon succumbed. 

In Kyrgyzstan, a small moun- 
tainous republic of what used to be 
the Soviet Union's empire in Central 
Asia, bounded by Kazakhstan,- 
Uzbekistan, Tajikistan ami China, 
politics most resembles a revolving 
door; with a small elite constantly 
reshuffled at the president's whim: 1 

Before becoming prime minister; 
Ibraimov had held a number erf se-: 
nior posts. He was appointed mayor 
of the capital, Bishkek, in January 
1993, and from January 1995 he was 
State Secretary to President Akaev; 
effectively his chief of staff. In March 
1996 he was named an adviser on 
economics to the president and his , 
Plenipotentiary Representative to ; 
the People's Assembly, the upper 
house of parliament 

Railing health caused Ibraimov to 
take a year off from public life, but 
he returned in December 1997 as' 
Chairman of the State Property 
Rmd, a job that carried the rank of 
minister. As growing incompetence 
and corruption enveloped the gov- 
emmentatthe end oflastyeaq Ataev 
sacked the whole team, bringing in 
Ibraimov to dean up. Akaev com- 
pared his new prime minister to the 
Russian incumbent Yevgeny Pri- 
makov, who was a personal friend 
of Ibraimov. 

As prime minister; Ibraimov tried 
to bring in new mechanisms for" 
preventing corruption and promot- 
ed further privatisation to boost the 
sa g gin g economy which had been 
hard hit fay last August's financial 
crash in Russia. But Ibraimov was 
not in office long enough to have 
much of an impact 

Born into a peasant family in 
Kemin district of Kyrgyzstan's north- 
ern Chui Region, Ibraimov was 
trained as an engineer In I960, after 
completing secondary school, he 
started work as an apprentice lock- 
smith in a factory in the capital, 
then called Frunze. In 196S he en- 
tered Frunze Polytechnic Institute, 
though his studies were interrupted 
for army service in the airborne 
troops, based near the Russian town 
ofThla. 

From August 1971 he took further 
postgraduate studies, then worked 
as a lecturer in the machine' 
building faculty of Frunze Polytech- 
nic Institute. In 1976 he took a spe- 
cial course at the Machine-Tool 
Construction Institute in Moscow. He 
worked in a Frunze agricultural ma- 
chine factory before moving to a fac- 
tory in Rybachy in north-eastern 
Kyrgyzstan in January 1977 of which 
he later became director. 

In 1985 be transferred to Com- 
munist Party work. That December 
he was appointed as First Secretary 
of the party in Rybachy. In January 
1988 he moved into the senior ranks 
of the Kyrgyzstan parly when he be- 
came First Deputy Head of the De- 
partment of Organisational Party 
Activity of the Central Committee. In 
Mardi 1991 he became Second Sec- 
retary of the party in Chin region. 

In November 1991, just when the 
Soviet Union was on the brink of dis- 
integration, Ibraimov was appointed 
deputy chairman of the Security . 
and Defence Committee of the USSR 
Supreme Soviet in Moscow. 

like many Co mmunis t officials he 
turned to business in the post- 
Soviet era, becoming director of the 
Janash joint-stock company in 1992. 
He was lata* chai rman of the board 
of the Kyrgyz national airline. How- 
ever, he remained in politics, being 
twice elected to pa rliam ent 

Felix Corley 

Jumabek Ibraimovich Ibraimov, 
politician: bom Jany-Alysh, Soviet - 
Union l January 3944 ; married 
{four children ); died Bishkek, 
Kyrgyzstan 4 April 1 999. 
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Major Donald Henderson 


MEN SUCH as Donald Henderson 
are always rightly referred to as 
bomb disposal experts - they have 
to be expert if they are to survive. 

The profession is relatively new. 
In the Great War bombs were fair- 
ly simple and most exploded on im- 
pact; it was not until the Second 
World War that the race began be- 
tween experts in delayed action 
fuses. The Admiralty eschewed the 
phrase as long as possible; in 1940 
and 1941, mines were rendered safe 
and RMS (Rendering Mines Safe) of- 
ficers only gradually turned to 
bombs; disposal of the arisings was 
assumed. By the time that Hender- 
son emerged with the post-war 
members of his trade. Nato was 
grappling with its linguistics, and 
“unesqploded ordnance disposal” be- 
came the order of the day 

Henderson was awarded the 
George Medal for his disarming of 


the Marsham Sheet bomb in 1975, 
placed outside Lockett’s Restau- 
rant in Westminster where several 
MPs were dining. He disarmed the 
bomb, consisting of 25lb of explosive 
accommodating several pounds of 
coach bolts, with less than four min- 
utes to spare (though be did not 
know how much time he had). 

Henderson perhaps deserved a 
higher honour he was congratulat- 
ed by the judge at the trial of the ter- 
rorist group known as the Balcombe 
Street Gang; there had also been the 
Christmas of 1974, during which 
season of peace and goodwill he was 
called to 72 incidents in eight days. 
And in 1971 he had dealt with a bomb 
secured beneath Lady Beaver- 
brook’s can where it bad been in- 
tended to explode as the heating-up 
exhaust pipe fired a simple charge. 

He survived not one but two 
hectic careers and then enjoyed 20 


years of retirement, albeit often in- 
terrupted when his advice was need- 
ed. He was bom in 1921 into an army 
family stationed at Dover, where he 
went to the local grammar school. 
In 1937 he joined the Territorial 
Army serving in the Royal Engi- 
neers throughout the war from 1939 
to 1945, finally in Burma and then 
in occupied Germany: It was then 
that he specialised in the tech- 
niques of ammunition and was com- 
missioned into the Royal Army 
Ordnance Corps; his skills took him 
to troublesome places like Aden, 
Cyprus and Korea. 

At home his increasing experi- 
ence of the criminal use of explosives 
in safe Mowing commended him to 
the police; his accumulation and pre- 
sentation of evidence was of great 
importance in securing several con- 
victions, and it was suggested that 
after 17years in the postwar Army. 


he might consider moving “to the aid 
of the civil power 1 '. Accordingly be 
resigned his commission in 1964 and, 
with a contemporary, Major Geoffrey 
Biddle, became a dvil servant, Head 
of the new C7i2> Brandi of the Met- 
ropolitan Police, one of its most 
enlightened and successful ap- 
pointments. There he was to serve 
for another 17 years. Biddle was also 
to receive the George Medal for de- 
fusing a bomb beneath the ministe- 
rial car of another ex-serviceman. 
Edward Heath, 

Henderson’s increasing technical 
knowledge and its skilled application 
were much in demand, He was a reg- 
ular lecturer to the American FBI 
and to sundry elements in the Min- 
istry of Defence and other govern- 
ment departments; he supervised 
the security cover of the wedding of 
the Prince of Wales. 

He was a quiet reserved man. of 


only faintfy military bearing despite 
his clipped moustache and proper- 
ly polished shoes. In plain dothes, 
civilian raincoat and with a worn but 
treasured briefcase, the man who 
spent much time verifying refer- 
ences in the London Gazette in the 
Public Record Office at Kew ap- 
peared to be just another researcher. 

But his experiences sustained 
several books, including one on the 
honours and awards of the Royal Na- 
tional lifeboat Institution. There was 
a general history of the GM, Drag- 
ons Can Be Defeated: a complete 
record of the George Medal’s 
progress 1 940-1 983 U984), and a re- 
alistic novel Bomb Two 11383), on the 
life <rfa bomb disposal officer His last 
was a meticulously researched story 
of the awards of the medal to 
women, appropriately entitled Fhsh- 
ioned into a Bow (1995), since that 
is how the brick-red ribbon with its 



Henderson: two hectic careers 


five brave blue stripes is tied for full- 
dress civilian wear. 

A. B. Sainsbury 

Donald Victor Henderson, bomb 
disposal officer, bom Dover. Kent 
12 December 1921 ; GM 1975: twice 
married (two sons, two daugh- 
ters); died Homcastle , Lincoln- 
shire 30 January 1999. 


Lionel Bart 

YOUR OBITUARY of Lionel Bart [by 
Tom Vallance, 5 April] was right to 
point out his tendency towards self- 
destruction. writes Professor Barry 
Fantoni. There were so many in- 
stances but one in particular should 
be put on record, as it concerned a 
stage during his career when ins pop- 
ulanty was at a low ebb and a real 
chance to revive it was on offer: 
Sometime during the Seventies 
John Wells and I wrote a musical 
based on his life, which featured all 
™ s ^st-loved songs. The show was 
called Lionel (no exclamation mark) 
aad opened at the theatre where Cats 
now plays. The final curtain on the 
first night was greeted with much 
warmth and plenty of applause. It 
looked certain for a run. Then Lionel 
was asked up on the stage for a few 
words. They were: “This is the worst 
show I have ever seen. Don’t both- 
er coming to see it" No one did and 
Lionel closed after eight weeks. 
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BARBARA DOCKAR-DRYSDALE was 
the last survivor of that influen tial band 
of mid-century contributors to the ad- 
vancement tf therapeutic 
and care of children in Britain whose 
work was crucially shaped by their 
involvement with wartime evacuees. 

The other three, Anna Freud, John 
Bowlby and Donald Winnicott, came to 
this experience already trained as 
psychoanalysts. This particular clinical 

perspective influenced how they saw be- 
reavement, separation and interruption 
ofi^mily Kfe affecting the child, and what 
the desirable remedies were. Unlike 
them, Dockar-Drysdale came to thera- 
peutic child work largely innocent of the- 
ory. Tfet her therapeutic legacy deserves 
to stand alongside theirs, on at least to 
be seen as complementing it 

She was brought to a gradual reali- 
sation of the importance of under- 
standing and responding to the inner 
world of the chil d through her own ex- 
perience of farnfly bereavement (she lost 
her much-loved father; Thomas (Jordan, 
Professor of Surgery at Trinity College 
Dublin, when she was just 15), then as 
ayoimg adult by the practical experience 
of ordinary child care and motherhood 

This led her towards an interest in 
childhood psychopathology, but first 
andferemost she was a woman of action. 
The popularity of her writings with so- 
cial workers and educationists derives 
from the sense that her rfinfaal obser- 
vations spring from her work in situa- 
tion and with experiences like their own. 

lo 1935 Dockar-Drysdale began her 
childcare career without any special 
training tynmning a village playgroup 
in Blewbury, then in Berkshire mow in 
Oxfordshire), with a friend She dis- 
covered she had a knack of under- 
standing small children and resolving 
their difficulties and tantrums without 
recourse to the usual nostrums of the 
time - of ignoring, making the child 
stand in the corner; or remonstrating 
with the child or its parents. She was 
popular and appreciated Word spread 
about her success with particularly 
troublesome children. 

The following year she married 
Stephen Dockar-Drysdale and moved to 
Radley, nearby where he was farming. 
By the outbreak of the Second WbridWhr 
she was sufficiently well-known as one 
who “understood" children to become 
involved with the emergency evacuation 
programme in Berkshire. 

Her house in Radley (first the Home 
Farm, and then, when her husband 
joined the Arxny, a large Victorian house 
in the village), where by now she was 
bringing up her own small children, dou- 
bled as a home ami a school. Not just tod- 
dlers, Jbut some of the most intractable 
youngsters gravitated to her household, 
and stayed. The combination seemed 
unpropitfous, but proved fruitful. 

She came to recognise through direct 
experience rather than theory the basic 
similarities between the disruptive and 
aggressive displays of an unloved or 
abandoned teenager and the ordinary 
petulance of the distressed infant who 
might be afraid, however unrealistical- 
ly of the absence of its mother; she also 
realised that, if the older child’s panic 
attacks were to be alleviated (far this is 



When Jill, a withdrawn child aged seven, came to the Mulberry Bush 
School, she drew two squiggies on a piece of paper. What were they, 
Barbara Dockar-Drysdale wondered? 

Jill' A pair of socks they are . . . baby’s socks . . . one was lost 
BD-D: I am so very sorry - how cold the baby's foot must have been. 

Jill; Yes, they took her >nto a room with an electric fire and a television, but it 
wasn’t any good. 

BD-D: She needed the lost sock? 

JUt It has never been found . . . wfl] she ever find it? 

BD-D; I am afraid not I wish it could be so. 

JilL Is there anything that could be done? 

BD-D: Well, there is one thing which occurs to me. Could you perhaps learn to 
knit, and then you could knit another sock for the baby - but this would be 
very difficult yon would have to find a pattern and the right wool, and 
someone to help you to do it There would be dropped stitches, and you might 
even lose the knitting and have to start once mare. 

JilL I would like to come to you, and learn to knit. 

from The Prooisim cf Primary Experience (1990* 


how she saw them), he would need to 
experience the sustained reassurance 
of a reliable parent figure, one who did 
not reject and abandon him whatever 
the provocation. 

These wartime experiences, and the 
lessons she learnt from them, in due 
course became embodied in the thera- 
peutic philosophy of the Mulberry 
Bush School, which was founded for- 
mally in 1948, opening not far away in 
Standlake at the invitation of the Home 
Office. She ran the school with her 
husband for the next 16 years. Later she 
became its Therapeutic Adviser before, 
in 1969, turning her attention away 
from ihe emotional casualties of primary- 


school-age children towards their 
adolescent counterparts. 

She teamed up with the psychologist 
Richard Balbernie, who had recently 
begun to turn around a decaying and 
decadent approved school in Ashton 
Keynes, Wiltshire, helping him to run it 
on therapeutic lines similar to those she 
had pioneered at the Mulberry Bush, 
with an emphasis on the development 
of dose therapeutic relationships in a 
community setting and the provision for 
regression and what she called “primary 
experience" - the recovering of lost child- 
hood containment and contentment. 

Her last 20 years of therapy, consul- 
tation and writing were centred on this 


GAZETTE 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


Births 


HELM } POWELL: On 31 March, 
at the Royal Free Hospital, to 


Sarah ana Jonathan, a daughter, 
Rosamund Ysolda, a sister Tor 
Jessica. 


Deaths 


PECK: Bob. died after a long ill- 
ness, on 4 April aged 53. He will 
be Sadly missed by his wife Jill 
and children Hannah , George 
and MTlty. He funeral service 

will take olace at St John’s 
Church, Spencer Hill, Wimble- 
don, on Wednesday 14 April at 
l lam, followed by private creina- 
tioh. No Sowers, rat donations' If 
desired to Magic Bullet Fluid, 
c/o FW. Paine, 29 Coombe Road, 
Norbiton. Kingstomipon- 
Thames, Surrey KT2 7AY 
telephone 0181-546 4813. 

WILES: John, died peacefully on 
the Easter Monday after a bog 
Alness. Much loved and greatly 
missed by his maqy friends. 
Fhneral service at the North 
East Sunwr Crematorium, 

Garth Road, Morden on 13 April 
at 3pra. Memorial service imme- 
diately afterwards at the Ravil- 
Uon, Haynes Park Sports and 
Social Utah, Thunton Avenue, . 
Haynes Bark. London SW20. 
Flowers, or donations to any 
cancer research charity or the - 
Macmillan Nurses. 


InMemoriam 


PEAKE: 3 April 1998. Harry John, 
CBE. Headmaster, BQborough 
Grammar School 1957-65, Pnnci- 
pal, Sheffield City College of 

Education 1965-78, Dearly loved 
husband, father, grandfather 
and friend. ’ 


Birthdays 

Mr Kofi Annan, Secretary- 
General, United Nations, 61; 
Professor Sir John Arboth- 
nott, Principal, Strathclyde 
University, 60; Mr Tony 
Banks MF, Minister for 
Sports, 56; Mr Hywel Ben- 
nett, actor, 55; Sir Andrew 
Bowden, former MR 69; Mr 
Graham Burton, High Com- 
missioner to Nigeria, 58; 
General Sir Anthony 
Farrar-Hockley, 75; Mr 
Julian Lennon, rock musi- 
cian, 36; Air Commandant 
Dame Alice Lowrey, former 
Matron-in-C hief, PMRAFNS, 
94; Miss Carmen McRae, 
jazz singer, 77; Mrs Mary 
Moore, former Principal, St 
Hilda’s College, Oxford, 69; 
Mr Garth Morrison, chair- 
man, East and Midlothian 
NHS Trust, former Chief 
Scout, 56; Miss Virginia 
O’Brien, actress and singer, 
78; Mr Peter Rogers, chief 
executive, ITC, 58; Sir 
Michael Sachs, High Court 
judge, 67; Mr Charles Saun- 
ders, former film director; 95; 
Mr Ian Smith, former prime 
minister erf Rhodesia, 80; Mr 
Alec Stewart, cricketec 36; 
r Sir Thomas Thomson, 


Royal 

ENGAGEMENTS 

The Prince of Wales visits 
Lochmaddy Surgery, North 
Uist, Western Isles; opens 
the Bemeray Causeway link- 
ing North Uist to Berneray 
in the Western Isles; joins 
members of the Berneray 


physician and gastroenterol- 
ogist, 76; Miss Dorothy 
Turin, actress, 68; Miss Vivi- 
enne Westwood, fashion 
designer; 58; Mr Ian White, 
MER 54; Baroness Young of 
Old Scone, chief executive, 
Royal Society for the Protec- 
tion of Birds, 50. 


ANNIVERSARIES 

Births: Philip IV, King of 
Spain, 1605; Cornells de 
Heem, still-life painter 1631; 
Giuseppe Tartmi, composer, 
1692; Sir Frederick William 
Burton, painter; 1816: William 
Henry Which, pathologist, 
1850; Albert Z, King of the 
Belgians, 1875; Sir Adrian 
Boult, conductor, 1889; Mary 
Pickford (Gladys Smith), 
actress, 1893: E.Y “Yip** 
Harburg (Isidore Hochberg), 
lyricist and librettist, 1898; 
Sonia Heme, skater and 
actress, 1912. 

Deaths: John n, Byzantine 
emperor, killed by accident 
1143; Marie-Jean Antoine- 
Nicolas Caritat Marquis de 
Condorcet mathematician 
and revolutionary, 1794; ■ 
Domenico Gaetano Maria 


community for a reception at 
the Community Centre and 
then presents the “Lord of 
the Isles Trophy" to the win- 
ning team of the Shinty Mini 
Festival; visits the Taigh 
Cbearsabhaigh Arts Centre 
at Lochmaddy, North Uist; 
and visits the Iron Age set- 
tlement at Bemera, Isle of 
Lewis. The Duke of Kent. 


Donizetti, composer, 1848; 
Elisha Graves Otis, inventor 
of the safety lift, 1861; Eric 
Axel Karlfeldt, poet, 1931; 
Edwin Canaan, economist. 
1935: Adolph Simon Ochs, 
newspaper proprietor, 1935; 
Sir William Henry Hadow, 
writer and musicologist, 

1937; Eugene-Marcel 
Provost, novelist, 1941; 

Vaslav Fomich Nijinsky, 
dancer and choreographer. 
1950; Pablo Ruiz y Picasso, 
painter and sculptor, 1973. 

On this day: Florida was dis- 
covered by Juan Ponce de 
Leon, 1513; the Prince of 
Wales (later George IV) was 
married to Caroline of 
Brunswick at the Chapel 
Royal, St James's, 1795; 
Ponchielli's opera La Gio- 
conda was first performed. 
Milan, 1876; the Anglo- 
French agreement called the 
Entente Cordiaie was signed. 
1904; Herbert Heniy Asquith 
became prime ministec 1908; 
over 200 people were 
drowned after the collision of 
a Nile excusion steamer near 
Cairo, 1912; a treaty was 
signed between Colombia 
and the United States agree- 
ing control of the Panama 


Vice-Chairman. British Over- 
seas Ttaide Board, visits 
Rolls Royee, FUton, Bristol, 
and Hewlett-Packard, 

Bristol. Princess Alexandra 
attends a reception and 
lunch, to mark the 20th 
anniversary of the foundation 
of the Alzheimer’s Disease 
Society, at the Cafe Royal, 
London Wl. 


Canal Zone, 1914: King Zog 
of Albania left his country, 
following the Fascist inva- 
sion, 1939; the final assembly 
of the League of Nations was 
held, 1946; in Kenya, Jomo 
Kenya tta and five others 
were convicted of being 
involved with Mau Mau. 1953. 

Today is the Fsast Day of St 
Dionysius of Corinth, St Julia 
Billiart, St Perpetuus of Tours 
and St Walter of Portuise. 


LECTURES 

National Gallery: Marion 
Carlisle, “Court Painters >ii: 
Van Dyck and the English 
Court", lpm. 

Victoria and Albert 
Museum: Mark Haworth- 
Booth, “Henri Cartier- 
Bresson and Photojournal- 
ism", 2pm. 

Tate Gallery: Justine Hop- 
kins. “Francis Bacon; the 
love of life and death", lpm. 
British Museum: John Lee. 
“Caring for Cultures ’. 
11.30am. 

National Portrait Gallery: 
Valerie Holman, "The Victo- 
rians at Leisure: individual 
and group portraits". l.Ulpm. 


Changing or the Ci \ki» 

The Household Cavalry 
Mounted Regiment mounts 
the Queen's Life Guard at 
Horse Guards, llam: No 7 
Company Coldstream 
Guards mounts the Queen's 
Guard, at Buckingham 
Palace, li.30am. band pro- 
vided by the Scots Guards. 




work at the Cotswold Community. Like 
the Mulberry Bush it has continued to 
survive the changes in childcare think- 
ing and practice, particularly the 
changed emphasis in the last two 
decades on family as distinct from in- 
stitution-based therapeutic care. The 
continuing vigour of these establish- 
ments is testimony to her therapeutic 
resourcefulness in finding creative ways 
to meet and mend the deficiencies 
stemming from failures in the earliest 
bonding between mother and baby in a 
non 'family setting, one resilient enough 
to cope non-punitively with the in- 
evitable quotient of acting out entailed 
in such a programme. 

Not content with founding and di- 
recting a special school, Dockar- 
Drysdale between times trained as an 
individual psychotherapist in which 
capacity she worked closely with Don- 
ald Winnicott among others. She also 
lectured and published three volumes 
of papers, TTierapp m C7uZc2 Care (1968), 
Consultation in Child Care (1973: 
reprinted with the first as Therapy 
and Consultation in Child Care, 1993) 
and The Provision erf Primary Experi- 
ence: Winnicottian work with chil- 
dren and adolescents (1990). Though 
sensitive to the implied criticism that her 
therapeutic enthusiasm outran her 
judgement that in the parlance of psy- 
choanalysts “she wasn't sufficiently 
trained", she had studied assiduously 
the works of Anna Freud, August 
Aichora, and Winnicott espe ciall y. 

Dockar-Drysdale was generous with , 
her ideas, and had the gift of drawing , 
out the therapeutic potential of col- 
leagues in ways which also enlarged 1 
them personally. Above alt she was 
sensitive towards children and their ex- 
periences, without being sentimental 
about them. She respected the reality 
of their capacity to suffer, a respect 
which freed her from illusions about the 
child’s own considerable capacity to 
cause suffering in another and in the 
adults responsible for them. Her writ- 
ings show that it is possible to identify 
and to treat the foture psychopath, 
provided intervention comes early 
enough and is appropriately based 
(which does not necessarily mean being 
family-based). 

She also showed that debates about 
“treatability" are as much to do with the 
adult world's willingness to pay the 
(human) price, as about the causes or 
reversibility of the original disorder. At 
a time when the therapeutic potential 
of community-based treatment for 
youngsters was more readily counte- 
nanced than it is today. Barbara Dockar- 
Drysdale's was a voice that was heard 
and heeded in childcare circles. 

Perhaps as the problems of childhood 
and adolescence seem to multiply 
before our eyes, whilst the solution to 
them continue to elude us. her work will 
be found to have a continuing relevance. 

CHRISTOPHER BEEDELL 

Barbara Estelle Cardan, psycho- 
therapist: bom Dublin 17 October 
1912; married 1936 Stephen Dockar- 
Drysdale ( died 1996: two sons , 
two daughters ); died Fairford. 
Gloucestershire JS March 1999. 








astronautical notes 


Adrian Kerry 


Rip Van Winkle with 
compound interest 


OF ALL tales of folklore 
remembered in future ages, 
the best known will be the 
story of Rip Van Winkle. It 
tells of a man who aged 
only one night while the 
rest of the world aged 20 
years. And it will be remem- 
bered because it is going to 
come true. 

Rip. it wfll be recalled from 
tiie fable told by Washington 
Irving in 1819, was a thriftless, 
hen-pecked husband who 
liked a drink. One day he 
wandered up a mountain in 
the Catskills in search of 
game. There he met some 
strangely dressed people 
who gave him some peculiar 
wine which made him drop 
fast asleep. 

When he woke the follow- 
ing morning, his gun was 
rusty and his dog had van- 
ished. On descending to his 
village, he found that every- 
one he had known was dead 
(including, to his relief, his 
nagging We). Two decades 
had passed A war had been 
fought. He had gone to sleep 
a subject of George III 
and awoken a citizen of the 
United States. 

This story is going to 
come true countless times - 
not on magic mountain- 
tops but in spaceships. Ein- 
stein's 1905 special theory 
of relativity predicts that 
what happened to Rip Wl 
happen to all astronauts 
who travel at dose to the 
speed of light Not only will 
they age much more slowly 
than the stay-at-homes. They 
will also be able to make a 


great deal of money out of 
doing so. 

What if Rip, instead of 
being an idle frequenter of 
inns, had been a keen busi- 
nessman who knew in ad- 
vance about the properties of 
magic moun tains . Suppose 
that before climbing the 
mountain he had invested 
£100 at compound interest at 
a rate of li per cent - a rea- 
sonable rate to expect since 
he would undertake not to 
touch it for 20 years. On his 
return he would find that 
his capital had appreciated 
by 800 per cent Together 
with his original investment, 
he would now have £900 in 
his pocket 

Were he to repeat this ex- 
ercise 10 or more times he 
would become vastly richer 
than Bill Gates. By the end of 
the 20th century, he would be 
only 12 days olden but his vil- 
lage would be 240 years olden 
His original £100 would by 
then have turned into more 
than £7 trillion. 

While researching my 
book over the past three 
years, I read many varied 
and interesting opinions 
about manned flights to the 
stars, the ultimate goal of 
space travel. What is partic- 
ularly interesting are the in- 
credibly naive predictions 
about who is going to pay for 
these trips, and why. 

Many experts assume 
that governments on Earth 
will finance them. This is ab- 
surd. Why should govern- 
ments pay people to fly off to 
distant planets where they 


cannot be taxed? For na- 
tional prestige? Surely not 
Interstellar flight is a long- 
term project, and any such 
prestige will accrue long 
after any politician who sup- 
ported it has left office. 

What then, of interstellar 
trade? Apart from tourism, 
trade is the main motive for 
intercontinental travel on 
Earth. But this will not work 
either. Maybe fabulous new 
minerals will be found on a 
planet circling Alpha Cen- 
tauri. But our local asteroids 
bear many minerals: why go 
so far for what can be go) so 
near at hand? 

For science, or for adven- 
ture? No doubt many voy- 
ages will be undertaken for 
these purposes, but they 
cannot provide the finance 
needed for regular sched- 
uled voyages, year after 
year, like a sort of cosmic 
British Airways. 

Instead imagine a man 
who invests part of his money 
at compound interest, goes 
off to Alpha Centauri with a 
large party, establishes a 
thriving colony there, and 
returns alone to collect his 
accumulated wealth. 

Being now extremely rich 
and still relatively young, he 
can finance a second expe- 
dition to another star, and 
so on. Einstein's discovery 
will have created a new kind 
of capitalist. 

Adrian Berry is the author 
of ‘The Giant Leap: man- 
kind heads for the stars' 
(Headline. £18.99) 


Royal invitation 
confirms accord 


• Post Gazette announcements to the Gazette Editor, The Independent, telephone 01 7 1-293 2012 
(24-hour answering machine 0171-293 2011) or fax to 0171-293 2010. Please give a daytime telephone number. 


SETTING ASIDE persisting 
differences on arms control, 
Britain and the Soviet Union 
yesterday sealed their new- 
found understanding with ac- 
ceptance by the Queen of an 
invitation to pay the first visit 
by a reigning monarch to 
Moscow since the Bolshevik 
revolution of 1917, 

The announcement of what 
will be a hugely symbolic event 
came as Mikhail Gorbachev 
ended a packed 36-hour visit 
with an informal lunch with the 
Queen amid the splendour of 
Windsor Castle. It confirmed 
both the close personal and 
political relationship between 
himself and Margaret Thatch- 
er, and their different views on 
nuclear deterrence - above all 
on the need for Nato to mod- 
ernise its short-range nuclear 
missiles in Europe. 

After what Mrs Thatcher de- 
scribed as a truly remarkable 
visit by “a man of destiny", she 
said there was no question of 
getting rid of nuclear weapons. 
The modernisation programme 
would go ahead, and Mr Gor- 
bachev’s announcement on the 
curtailment of Soviet production 
of weapons-grade uranium would 
“have no effect in practice”. 

Speaking at the airport be- 
fore his return to turbulent do- 
mestic politics, and indications 
of new nationalist unrest in 
Georgia. Mr Gorbachev pro- 
claimed his "great satisfac- 
tion" with what had been 
achieved in London. But he 
warned that, if Nato went 
ahead with plans to modernise, 
it would jeopardise the Vienna 
talks on European co-operation, 
and “devalue" the gains of the 
Intermediate Nuclear Fbrces 
OND TVeaty. “ We strongly op- 
pose modernisation ... nor do 


WITH “NIGGARDLY” out- 
lawed in Washington, the 
BBC has banned welsh, as 
in to renege on an agree- 
ment. Its origins are- 
obscure. A 1 9th -century bet- 
ting term, it corrupted from 
the almost onomatopoeic 
welch. The OED overlooks 
the parallel with the Ger- 
man loelsch. foreigner, and 
also the American noun. 
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The Queen has been 
ininted to visit the 
Soviet Union. Anthony 
Bevins and Rupert 
Cornwell report 


we intend to modernise our 
weapons unless we are forced 
to do so,” he declared. 

Last night, Gennady Gerasi- 
mov, the Soviet spokesman, re- 
jected suggestions that Mr 
Gorbachev's speech, which 
contained no hint of widely 
expected new proposals on Eu- 
rope, had been a disappoint- 
ment. “You in Europe have 
become too pampered," he 
said, blaming the West for 
not responding to initiatives 
already tabled by Moscow. 

Mr Gorbachev did, however, 
aim his words as much at the 
Soviet public as at his interna- 
tional audience. For all its 
problems, perestroika was ir- 
reversible. “This is only the 
beginning of the road for us." 
Tests and trials lay ahead, “but 
we have chosen definitively 
and irrevocably the route to 
new forms of life". 

As well as the announcement 
of an end to Soviet production of 
enriched weapons-grade ura- 
nium, and the closure of pluto- 
nium reactors, Mr Gorbachev 
disclosed that total Soviet troop 
strength at the start of this 
year was only A3 million, well 
below Western estimates of 5.1 
million or more. 


After implementation of the 
unilateral cuts of 500,000, an- 
nounced last December. Mr 
Gorbachev claimed that Soviet 
troops would number 3.76 mil- 
lion in all, compared with a US 
strength of “more than three 
million" and a navy more than 
twice the size of Moscow's: 
“Fears of the ‘Soviet military 
threat’ are groundless." Mrs 
Thatcher, who was invited to 
make a return visit to Moscow, 
said she was very happy at the 
prospect of a state visit by the 
Queen: “There will be tremen- 
dous advantage: it wifi indicate 
the warmth in the nNationshfo." 

But the most positive line 
taken by Mrs Thatcher was her 
fierce support for the process 
of perestroika. She said that fol- 
lowing his political reforms, 
Mr Gorbachev had turned to 
the more difficult task of eco- 
nomic reconstruction in a coun- 
try which bad not had a free 
market for 70 years. 

As for the main Gorbachev 
initiative of the day, Mrs 
Thatcher said that the Sonet 
Union already had a “suffi- 
cient" stockpile of uranium, 
which would increase as SS20s 
and other missiles were dis- 
mantled. She repeated herview 
on nuclear deterrence, saying: 
“Strong and sure at the mo- 
ment means also nuclear.” On 
Nato modernisation of short- 
range weapons. Mrs Thatcher 
said: “Obsolete weapons do not 
deter . . . The Soviet Union has 
just completed its programme 
of modernising short-range nu- 
clear weapons. We have not yet 
started upon ours. I think we 
should complete it” 

Front-page story from The 
Independent'. Saturday 8 
April 1989 


WORDS 

Christopher 
Hawtree 
welsh, v. 

Meanwhile, will the BBC 
transmit Heniy V again, or 
Decline and Fall? 
headmaster Dr Hagan con- 
cludes that “the Welsh are 


the only nation in the world 
that has produced no graph- 
ic or plastic art no archi- 
tecture, no drama. They just 
sing, sing and blow down 
wind instruments of plated 
sllven They are deceitful be- 
cause they cannot discern 
truth from falsehood, de- 
praved because they cannot 
discern the consequences of 
their indulgence." 


\ • 
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Does a split home spoil a child? 

Simon’s 10-year-old son divides his time between his mother’s household - materialistic and liberal - and Simon s more strict and 
frugal home. Each parent has a new young family. The boy is behaving like a “spoiled brat”: should he stay with one parent. 


I n some people’s houses 
you can arrive late, get 
drunk and swear; watch 
the telly and eat grapes 
on the carpet In other 
people's houses you ar- 
rive on time, say please 
and thank-you and drop them a 
grateful line the next day And you 
can enjoy each experience equal- 
ly. but in different ways. 

So I don't think it's Simon’s 
rigid rules that are making his 
son so bolshie. It's because the 
rules are ones that always involve 
the use of the word "no". OK the 
child can't watch violent films or 
buy trendy trainers at Simon's. 
But does Simon offer any amus- 
ing alternatives? Excellent 
board-games? Snooker? Carpet 
bowls? If not, no wonder the 
chap's sulky. 

Then I wonder if the boy’s not 
treated, along with Simon's 
young family, as "one of the 
kids". There’s a great difference 
between a 1 0-year-old and a five- 
year-old. And no doubt the boy’s 
not particularly crackers about 
his step-parents or, yet, his 
younger half-siblings. They're 
all bring and breathing evidence 
of the split between his parents. 
Are special concessions made to 
Simon's son so that he feels he’s 
olden more grown-up, more 


VIRGINIA’S ADVICE 


sophisticated? Does Simon ask 
if his son would like his friends 
to stay sometimes? Does Simon 
take him out on his own to do son- 
and-dad things? Does he go out 
of his way to make his son feel 
special and wanted? 

I know that Tm sounding a bit 
"all a child wants is a piece of 
string, a bent pin and a pond and 
he’s happy as Larry’Msh, but 
most boys when they are faced 
with the choice of a video or a 
fishing or camping trip with their 
dad would voluntarily choose to 
go on the expedition. 

If Simon made the effort he 
could make his home, frugal and 
strict as it is, every bit as inter- 
esting and entertaining an envi- 
ronment as his ex-wife's. If his 
son is behaving like a "spoiled 
brat" it's because he's angry 
and unhappy at Simon’s. And 
Simon's pejorative interpreta- 
tion of his behaviour can hardly 
make his son feel wanted. 

And perhaps Simon doesn't 
realise that now is probably the 
time when his son wants to feel 
less “stateless”. Maybe he'd like 
a base: a single phone number 
where he knows his friends can 
reach him. Living in two houses 
is rather like living in hotels. I bet 
he'd like to have one room where 
he can keep all his favourite 


things and feel safe and private. 
Not two. 

The answer is, of course, to 
ask the boy what he'd like to do, 
and to do it in a way that doesn’t 
sound as if he's not loved or 
wanted. Simon could say to him : 
"Look, I realise you're getting 
older now. Td love to have you liv- 
ing here all the time, and 1 know 
your mum would love to have you 
living with her all the time. Tm 
not asking you to choose, but 
would you like it if you made your 
base at mum's, and then come 
over to ours when you want? I 
have a feeling you’d like to start 
makin g your own decisions a 
bit Would you like to come here 
every other weekend, say, but if 
you feel like coming every week- 
end that’s fine, or if one month 
you only want to come one week- 
end then that’s fine, too? Or do 
you like things as they are?’ 
And so on. 

In other words, don't 
ask me, ask him. Treat 
him like a responsible 
boy who's growing up 
very quickly and he’ll 
behave reasonably. 

Treat him like he’s a 
spoiled brat and it 
should be no surprise 
that he responds in 
tiie same way. 


Dilemmas 

WITH VIRGINIA IRONSIDE 


READERS' SUGGESTIONS 



Two households can be good 

It would be most unfair of Simon 

to stop his son spending time at 
his son's mother's home. The 
experience of two markedly dif- 
ferent home environments has 
probably had significant effects 
on their son, but these can be 
positive and negative. By the age 
of 10 their son has experienced 
most aspects (good and bad) of 
both parents and step-parents, 
and their differing home envi- 
ronments. At worst he is prob- 
ably as confused and spoilt as he 
can be. However, he has also 
benefited from experiencing two 
different tifestvles. 

NICHOLAS E GOUGH 
Swindon, Wiltshire 

Spend more time together 
Simon's son has been very for- 
tunate in that he has enjoyed 
the full benefit of the emo- 
tional support of both natur- 
al parents since divorce. The 
method by which your ex-wife 
and yourself have maintained 
these arrangements is most 
commendable and you should at- 
tempt to overcome this latest 
problem through co-operation 
with your ex. Failing this you 
should consider discussing the 
situation with your son. without 
being derogatory about your ex. 


Such behavioural problems 
are common amongst children 
in split families. Regrettably 
they are often worse when the 
father spends shorter periods of 
contact with the child. You 
should certainly not consider 
backing out of your son’s life. He 
is about to enter a crucial stage 
in his development 
JOHN BEALE 
London 


Hold on to your standards 
Kids are miraculously flexible. 
The one thing they cant do is 
pretend one of their parents 

doesrft exist My daughters (now 

26 and 28) bad a 50-50 upbring- 
ing, and can now value, criticise, 
and love both sides. What your 
son needs is for you to hold fast 
to your standards. 

TONY CROFTS 
Witney, Oxon 


NEXT WEEK'S DILEMMA 


Dear Virginia, 

I divorced my husband IS 
years ago because, although 

he was a marvellous father, he 
couldn't stop belittling me, 
criticising me and trying to 
make me his clone .1 spent the 
timeal one reasonably happi- 
ly, had a couple qf affairs, but 
recently re-met my husband 
who's moved to Spain after a 
heart attack. 1 suddenly 
realised that I was stQl in 
love with him. We've even 
discussed getting back 
together again, but he told 
me. very kindly, that he 
couldn't have sex any more. 
Now sex is very important to 
me. One orgasm and I’m 


happy for a week. Do you 
think I could get a younger 
lover? I think my husband 
woiddac(^thesituation,but 
rd prefer to keep his existence 
to myse# Do you dank this 
mould be a good idea? 

Yours sincerely, Alex 

Anyone with advice quoted 
will be sent a bouquet from 
Interflora. Send letters and 
dilemmas to Virginia 
Ironside, ‘The Independent 1 , 
l Canada Square, Canary 
Wharf, London E14 5DL,fax 
0171-393 2182; email 
dilemma^mdependentco. 
vk, giving a postal address 
far a bouquet 


POETIC LICENCE 

the Grimy Wonders 
OF THE WORLD 
By Martin Newell 

ILLUSTRATION BY MICHAEL HEATH 


A handful of Britain’s old industrial sites 
have been nominated for World 
Heritage status this week. Liverpool 
waterfront, the Blaenavon industrial 
landscape and parts of the Paddington to 
Bristol railway may now rank alongside 
the Taj Mahal and the Pyramids. 



The old industrial spectres rattle 
Heavy chains on Pennine scars 
And groan to be forgiven 
By the grey-black grimy hills. 

But among those mines and mills 
Lay the forge of western wealth 
Where the lesions healed slowly 
If at all, until by stealth. 

Time and nature petrified 
The iron mastodons and rust, 

Rain or ruin dragged the monsters 
Down to rubble, shale and dust 

And dirty docks and hulking wharfs 
Which witnessed sailing ships come in 
Saw holds picked clean by locust cranes 
Heard hoists and hawsers creak and keen 
While in the country in between 
The thrumming ports which burgeoned then 
And reeking towns, huge gangs of men 
Built long canals which served as veins 
To feed their filthy throbbing hearts 
Until the coming of the tr ains . 

With Cornish tin, Mancunian cotton 
Sheffield steel, and Stafford plates 
And everything the British made 
The tables of the world were laid 

Now all these towers 
And blackened walls 
Great edifices leering down 
Those bridges built by engineers 
Their soot-thick girders Unking town 
With latticed iron to other town 
Will have to do for pyramids 
Our Hanging Gardens, Colossi 
A last remaining memory 
Of times when giants strode the land 
And what we had... 

Was industry. 


Daggers drawn as Black Leather 
Jackets take on the Blue Rinses 

Stay away from the crime-writers’ AGM tonight. It’ll be absolute murder. By Jane Jakeman 


T he sedate surroundings 
of the New Cavendish 
Club, just behind Marble 
Arch in the West End of 
London, may soon witness 
a deadly conflict The opponents are 
all experts in murder weapons, from 
the stud-nailed boot to the slim, 
Italian dagger. 

Tbnigbt, at their AGM, the 450-odd 
members of the Crime Writers Asso- 
ciation will vote on whether their cur- 
rent silver-haired Chairman (the 
chosen term, irrespective of sex) 
should hand over the reins of authority 
Janet Laurence is a writer of "civi- 
lised" crime stories about art and food, 
and a former Daily Telegraph food 
columnist. Her challenger is Ian 
Rankin, author of gritty minder fidion 
in tough settings. Should the vote go 
against her, it would symbolise a 
transfer of power not or dy from one 
generation to another, but from a 
style that has been dominant since the 
foundation of the CWAin 1953 to a new 
kind of crime-writing. 

The truth is that the CWA embraces 
two uneasily co-existing parties, which 
we might for convenience's sake de- 
scribe as the “Black Leather Jackets” 
and the "Blue Rinses”. Sporadic war- 
fere has been going on between the 
two factions for some years. "Really, 
the whole thing is septic,’* says one 
black leather-trouser-suited author, 
Gillian Linscott, whose suffragette 
detective, Nell Bray, is an unexpect- 
edly tough cookie in petticoats. Tor 
a small association, the CWA can be 
terribly quarrelsome. ” 

The argument is not just about two 
types of crime-writing, but two ele- 
ments of British culture. The “Blue 
Rinse" is the traditional detective 
story, usually set in a village, featur- 
ing middle-class investigators and 
barely noticeable violence. As a style, 
it rose to glory in the golden age of 
Agatha Christie and Dorothy L Sayers, 
and still has a strong following, cur- 
rently showing in the work of writers 
such as Caroline Graham, whose re- 
cently televised Midsomer Murders 
featured the usual cast of vicars and 
spins ters-of-this -parish. In the tradi- 
tional novel, the focus is On the detec- 
tive - often an amateur sleuth or an 
unworldly policeman - rather than on 
the psychology of the perpetrator. 
The Baroness PD James is probably 
the most literary and respected cur- 
rent practitioner of the genre, but there 
has been a sense of critical unease for 
some time now that her books are out 
of touch with modem life. 

The Black Leather faction write 
tough novels of the underworld and its 
drug culture, the world of Cracker 
rather than of Juliet Bravo, with lots 
of psychopathology and puke in the 
stairwell. It is reckoned to have some 
of the best contemporary writers, 
such ej Nicholas Blincoe, Val Mc- 
Dermid and lan Rankin. Its support- 
ers give it a mainstream cultural 



Ian Rankin (left) and Janet Laurence encapsulate the clash of cultures among Britain’s crime-writers Photo (left)' Susan Bunin 


identification as the British version of 
the French cinema's non, a Chan- 
dleresque world in urban settings, usu- 
ally run-down inner slums or bleak 
housing estates. Manchester is a 
favourite location but recently. Black 
Leather has taken a distinctly Celtic 
turn, sometimes known uneasily as 
Tartan Noir. Rankin's Inspector Rebus 
operates in Edinburgh; prize-winning 
newcomer Denise Mina's Garnet Hid 
is set in the even tougher environment 
of Glasgow. There’s a political take on 
the division, too: at the last CWA din- 
ner Ruth Dudley Edwards, author of 
several crime novels of the tradition- 
al “Cape- in the Cathedral Close” type, 
and Spectator columnist, tried to in- 
terrupt a speech by Michael Mansfield 
QC, who was addressing the assem- 
bled crimesters on the seemingly in- 
flammatory subject of human rights. 

The debate has actually been com- 
ing to the boil for a couple of decades. 
Mike Ripley was one of the early sup- 
porters of noir. “The CWA didn’t ac- 
Imowiedge the existence of a new wave 
of crime-writing," he says. “I see it as 
a vehicle for fiction about contempo- 
rary life - though that m^y not be life 
as the CWA knows it!” Ripley is the 
crime reviewer for the Daily Tele- 
graph, so do his readers share his 
taste? "Oh, yes, my readers love hard- 
boiled crime," he says. “In fact, then- 
tastes in that direction are stronger 
than mine," which gives an interest- 


ing insight into the leisure activities 
of Disgusted, Tunbridge Wells. 

But Ripley’s objection is less to the 
traditional crime novel than to the fail- 
ure of the Association to reward new 
writing. There are certainly awards, 
a plethora of Daggers, handed out 
since the CWA was founded by John 
Creasey in 1953: the Macallan Gold 
Dagger for Best Crime Novel of the 
Year (formerly the Crossed Red Her- 
rings Award), the Silver Dagger; the 
Dagger in the Library. Most con- 


Does Blincoe feel bitter against the 
old guard? “I've got over it all now," 
he said cheerfully. “Anyway, I enjoy 
hanging out with the old ladies. I like 
their sartorial style - 1 think tweeds 
and twinsets are terrific. As for Janet 
Laurence - Td never call her a Blue 
Rinse. She's a Silver Fbx - gorgeous!” 
But the quarrel isn't just about style; 
it has other resonances and, this 
being Britain, the leading one is class. 
It came to the fore in 1995 when PD 
James was accused by Chaz Brench- 


Sorne felt that Blincoe's book was too full of 
drugs, sex and obscenities for the CWA's liking 


tentfeus is the John Creasey Memo- 
rial Dagger for the best crime novel 
by a first-time crime-writer. In 1995, 
many expected that it would go to 
Nicholas Blincoe for Acid Casuals, but 
the glittering prize was withheld from 
his sharp-eyed account of a transves- 
tite Mandiester underworld: some felt 
that the book was too violent, too foil 

of sex, drugs and obscenities to be in 
keeping with the genteel traditions of 
the CWA. And, it was muttered darkly 
in crime drdes, the influence of the 
Baroness kept him from the prize - in 
what seemed like a deliberate gesture, 
no award at all was made that year. 


ley (whose latest book, Blood Waters, 
is dedicated to a Fortakabin in Sun- 
derland) of middle-class bias Brench- 
ley, crop-haired and sporting earrings 
(“one in each ear - please put that 
in - it’s very important," said the 
rebel), was supported by a number of 
young authors. 

“Social and political issues were in- 
volved, which the new writers were 
taking hold of,” comments Mike Stot- 
tec editor of the respected crime 
magazine Shots. 

Margaret Yorke, author of over 40 
novels and a doyenne of the profession, 
who will be the recipient on 6 May of 


c>ne called the epitht 
sexist", pointing out tl 
applied to women. “It’j 
derogatory." she said 
Yorke commented, ma 
ers, such as Minette W i 
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BBC s Great Expectations will be rather more disturbing than the usual costume drama. By lamps Hampton 


On the 
darker 

side of 
Dickens 


P rozac. Child abuse. The 
Islington Tendency. Clini- 
cal depression. Abusive 
relationships. These are 
hardly terms that Charles 
Dickens would have been 
familiar with, yet they pep- 
pered discussions during the making of 
BBC2’s gripping!? dark new version of 
Great Expectations . The adapter, you see, 
is Tbny Marchant, hitherto known as the 
writer of such stark, in-your-face contem- 
porary dramas as the Bafta -winning Hold- 
ing On, Goodbye Cruel World, and TPkeMe 
Home. So has the BBC let a hungry Rot- 
tweiler loose at a refined tea party? That’s 
certainly how keepers of the Dickensian 
Same will see it 

“Some thin gs will upset the purists - 
that’s inevitable,” Marchant shrugs. “But 
the weird thing is, if I don’t upset the 
purists, maybe I haven’t done a good adap- 
tation. The mark of a good adaptation is how 
many letters you can attract from the 
Chartes Dickens Society." 

Letters may well come flooding in about 
Marchanfs portrayal of Miss Havisham. As 
played by Charlotte Rampling, she is a bor- 
derline sociopath. Twitching, half-s miling , 
distraite, she whispers to the young Pip 
(Gabriel Thomson) when she first meets 
him: “I sometimes have sick fancies." 
Having been humiliated by her and her pro- 
tegee E stella, Pip runs tearfully from Satis 
House, all the while conjuring up gruesome 
visions of Miss Havisham ha n ging from a 
rafter. This Miss Havisham is what a 1990s 
analyst would call “dysfunctional”. 

“She is ripe for psychotherapy,” reckons 
David Snodin, the producer of Great 
Expectations. “In modem terms, she’s a 
quintessential cBnireal depressive. She’s 
an agoraphobic who wotft wash. These days 
she'd be on Prozac- and it wouldn’t do her 
any good. Dickens purists might want a 
larger-than-life Miss Havisham, but 
Charlotte's is more lightening because you 
haven’t the faintest idea what she’ll do next 
She brings a very contemporary sense of 
madness to the role." 

Nearing 40, Marchant is a benign and un- 
feasfbly tall figure who has to stoop when 
he passes through a doorway. Brought up 
on a council estate in Bermondsey, he 
used to spar at die famous Thomas & 
Becket gym in south-east London. “At first 
Tony didn’t know whether to be a boxer or 
a poet," laughs Snodin. “He thought the 
theatre was full of poofs in cravats.” 
Marchant went for the cravat option and 
now resides with his wife and children in a 
comfortable house in south-west London, 
whose walls are adorned with awards and 
posters from his successful series. The one 
advertising Different for Girls, his feature 
film about a man who has a sex-change op- 
eration, boasts the catchline, “expect the un- 
expected” - which might stand as a 
summary of Marchanfs emotionally raw 
brand of drama. 


He argues that you have to take account 
of modem sensibilities when interpreting 
Great Expectations; you can’t pretend the 
1990s never happened. According to 
Marchant: “It’s important to pay attention 
to the psychological motivations of the 
characters. For instance. I’ve looked at the 
idea of nurture and exactly what Miss 
Havisham wreaks on Estella. I couldn't help 
noticing that this is a book about abusive 
relationships. Abuse continues into other 
relationships. The fact that Estella ends up 
in a relationship where she's abused foDows 
the received wisdom of modem psychology 
that there's a cycle of abuse.” 

It is these contemporary echoes that dis- 
tinguish Marchanfs adaptation. (They are 
also what attracted John SulUvan to drama- 
tise David Copperfidd for the BBC and Alan 
Bleasdale to pen his ITV version of Oliver 
Twist). One of the abiding themes of Great 
ExpeciaJxonsisclass-asub}Mtwhich,like 
the poor, is always with us. 

“You could say Pip’s preoccupation is the 
same as Tony Blair's - how we all want to 
become middle class,” Marchant surmises. 
“Pip thinks: ‘How can I run away from my 
working-class existence and be appreciated 
by my betters?’ The contemporary corollary 
would be: you move to Islington and acquire 
a taste tor balsamic vinegar 
“The idea that improvement is measured 
in material terms is part of the political 
currency now. Pip and Estella's idea of 
progress is financial independence, and I 
see parallels with that today. Also, Pip’s 
whole ambivalence about his humble back- 
ground is - depressingfy- stiQ very potent” 
More than anything else, however. Great 
Expectations chimes with Marchanfs over- 
riding interest in our contradictory natures. 
This was seen previously in the characters 
of Shaun (played by David Morrissey), the 
Inland Revalue inspector from Holding On 
who turns to embezzlement, or of Roy 
(Alun Armstrong), the grief-stricken carer 
in Goodbye Cruel World who starts to steal 
from the charity be administers. 

“There has always been a proximity 
between criminality and respectability,” 
Marchant says. “Without being too zeitgeisty 
about it, look at the story of Jonathan 
Aitken. It’s that whole thing about turning 
up a stone to see whaf s underneath. For 
instance, what Pip imagined to be the 
great and the good turn out to be anything 
but Think of the way Mr Jaggers’s repu- 
tation is diminished in Pip's eyes when he 
is revealed as a morally contemptible 
figure. We all look at people like that and 
wonder what’s in their cupboard" 

These ambiguities exist within us alL 
“We’re constantly confounded by the para- 
dox between what we think we ought to feel 
and what we actually feel," Marchant con- 
tinues. “That’s what drama should be 
about Drama is about aberration and con- 
flict, and conflict comes when we don't quite 
add up to what we profess to be. Pip is full 
of- those contradictions." 



Charlotte Rampling (centre) plays Miss Havisham as a borderline sociopath, an agoraphobic who won’t wash 


For all the modern resonance of Great 
Expectations, isn't there still a danger that 
viewers will groan: “Oh no. not another 
period drama"? Marchant thinks they 
should only complain about bad period 
dramas. “As long as they're done well, 
they’re worth it. It's always worth revisit- 
ing Great Expectations, because evep? 
generation can bring something fresh to it. 
No one says to the Royal Siiakespeare Com- 
pany: ‘Why are you doing Henry V again?’ " 

Marchant explores comparable dilemmas 
in Bad Blood, a new three- parte r for ITV 
about the moral disintegration of an infertile 
surgeon (Alex Jennings/ who resorts to des- 
perate measures in his quest to adopt a 
Romanian baby. It again coheres with the 
writer's ideas about social facades. 

“It’s about how private inadequacies re- 
flect themselves in public acts.” Marchant 
says. “When I was growing up, I was 


knocked out by the writing of Arthur Miller. 
It was revelatory to me that something 
which is morally dense can be exciting at - 
the same time. 

“You cant ask people to buy into the more 
rarefied things you’re trying to achieve un- 
less you've grounded the story in a reality 
we can all recognise. Otherwise, it would just 
be a thesis. So when the Alex Jennings 
character starts doing things that are be- 
yond the pale, we have already located our- 
selves with him emotionally. It’s more 
disturbing to say: T understand exactly why 
this guy lias gone on this journey.' It’s the 
Macbeth Syndrome." 

Do not however, come to Marchant if 
you're looking for happy endings: he 
cheerfully recalls “blubbing away" in a pub- 
lic library while writing Goodbye Cruel 
World. He is currently working on a “heavy" 
three-parter about the effect on a family of 


a boy with attention deficiency hyperactiv-' 
Sty disorder. “Stoic endings are the best I can 
manage," he says. “Drama is not about peo- 
ple being happy, it's about people being mis- 
erable. It’s about things not being normal. 

“It’s important not to skimp,” he con- 
cludes. “I want to go as far as I can with- 
out people switching off. In Goodbye Cruel 
World, there was a scene where a son car- 
ries his seriously Hi mother to the loo. The 
question was at what moment the loo door 
would be shut on the camera. But we didn’t 
want to be tastefully discreet We wanted to 
confront the reality of a son coping with his 
mother’s disability. In the end, we kept the 
door open the whole time." Brace yourselves 
for a similarly uncompromising experi- 
ence with Great Expectations. 

•Great Expectations' is on BBC2 cm Mon 
and Tues. ‘Bad Blood’ is on ITV on IS April 


History 
in the 
making 

CLASSICAL 

ENDYMION ENSEMBLE 

PURCELL ROOM. LONDON 

THE ENDYMION Ensemble’s Com- 
poser Choice concert at the Purcell 
Room on Tuesday formed part of this 
20-year-old ensemble’s ongoing se- 
ries of programmes selected and in- 
troduced by British composers. 
Knussen's choice included short 
pieces by Busoni, Stravinsky and 
Berg, and a whole first half of 1990s 
British and American pieces. Its sec- 
ond half, though, took us back to the 
1950s, the period when Knussen 
himself came of age as a composer. 

An engagingly informal speaker 
as well as a canny programme plan- 
ner Knussen, seated on the edge of 
the platform, reflected on his selec- 
tion at the start of each half. He con- 
tradicted, as well as amplified, things 
in the programme notes, and gen- 
erally offered many fresh insights 
into a range of music which is clear- 
| ly close to his heart. Beginning with 
the exquisite sequence of Purcell 
arrangements and derangements 
written four years ago by Colin 
Matthews, George Benjamin and 
Knussen himself for the Purcell ter- 
centenary the ensemble then moved 
back a further three years, to Julian 
Anderson's Seadrift. 

Anderson is a former Knussen 
pupil and this early Walt Whitman 
setting for soprano, flute (doubling 
piccolo), clarinet and piano demon- 
strates many of the virtues these two 
composers share: an acute response 
to poetic texts articulated with a pow- 
erful sense of drama and shaping 
(here including a lengthy interlude 
of lively counterpoint for the two 
wind instruments and mainly the 
lower part of the piano) and a re- 
markable rightness and economy of 
gesture. Both here and later on - in 
Stravinsky's tiny “Berceuse” and in 
Berg’s two very different settings of 
“Schliesse Mir die Augen heide" - 
Nicole Tib be Is was equally respon- 
sive to the drama of word and ges- 
ture, If sometimes applying too 
much vibrato. 

Peter Lieberson may be 
Knussen’s “closest musical Mend” 
but I couldn’t get much from his re- 
cent sextet, Zyi But at least its 
clever instrumental writing allowed 
us to admire the brilliance, both in- 
dividual and collective, of the 
Endymion players. Their sensibili- 
ty could also be enjoyed in the sec- 
ond half, not least in Busoni's 
evergreen Berceuse Clegiaque of 
1909, and in Knussen's own “Sonya's 
Lullaby" for solo piano, from 1977. 

1950s and 1960s constructivism 
formed the basis of Knussen's 1968 
nonet. Processionals, as well as 
the Lieberson. Though since twice 
revised, it retains something of 
the hard-edged qualities associated 
with the serial heritage both com- 
posers share. But Processionals 
is also, to me. much more musical- 
ly meaningful and surprisingly 
personal. 

To conclude matters where 
they began, and to reflect another 
side of the 1960s, Maxwell Davies's 
Ftmtasia and Two Paeans, imagi- 
natively off-the-wall recreations of 
Purcell from a more innocent era, 
made an entertaining coda despite 
an unscheduled and indulgent 
appearance by Tibbels as a foxtrot- 
ting vamp. 

Keith Potter 





Thank you for 
the musical 


MY FAVOURITE moment in 
Mamma Mia! - the ridiculously 
enjoyable new Abba Greatest 
Hits- style musical - comes at a 
point when one of tihe group's 
biggest hits is ingeniously 
twisted to suit two expansively 
gay characters who embark on 
a beautiful friendship whilst 
out cottaging. It’s certainty sin- 
galong time with a difference, 
when the couple let out a defi- 
ant chorus of “Portaloo - 
wouldn't escape if they told us 
ta/Forialoo - oh, oh, oh, oh...” 

- All right, onty kidding. In 
fact, Abba's Eurovision winner 
is just about the onty golden 
oldie they don't manage to shoe- 
horn into the show. By the stan- 
dards, though, of these 
K-Tel-compflation West End 
musicals, Catherine Johnson’s 
book does a pretty nifty inte- 
gration job. Decked oat with 
jokes that make Are You Being 
Served? sound like Moti&re, 
the original plot involves a 
young girl on the verge of mar- 
riage, and her relationship with 
her mother when she discovers * 
that anyone of a trio of men 
could be her father- Inviting 
them all to the wedding, she 
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MAMMA MIA! 

PRINCE EDWARD THEATRE 
LONDON 

tries to distinguish which of 
them should give her away. 

The real drama, however; is 
less between the characters on 
stage than between the audi- 
ence of fans and the music. A 
firmly camp note is struck from 
the opening announcement 
that “we’d like to warn people 
of a nervous disposition that 
platform boots and white tycra 
will be worn in this production”. 
The show proceeds as though 
the fans have generously 
donated the songs for the 
evening (opportunities for a 
ditty are then engineered with 
a blithe outrageousness that is 
more (yackerjach than Cor- 
men) and roars of proprietorial 
delight greet each cheeky intro. 

It’s certainty handy that the 
prospective bride’s mother (the 
excellent Siobhan McCarthy) 
used to front a Seventies female 
rock band and that she’s invited 
to the wedding her old backing 
singers: Louise Plowright’s 



‘ Mamm a Mia!': moments of heartfelt feeling amid high camp Geraint Lewis 


Way of the worldly 


leggy, comic broad and Jenny 
Galloway’s very funny mini- 
mountain who realty has the 
measure of the show's idiom. 
No excuse, then, not to break 
into an “impromptu” rendition 
of “Dancing Queen”, replete 
with hairdryers, vibrators, and 
roU-on deodorants as mikes, de- 
signed to bring out the dancing 
queen in the straightest souL 
Indeed, the most avid col- 
lector of kitschy cues for a 
song migh t find himself a over- 
whelmed as the two friends 
comfort the mother with the 
mock-soulful solace of “Chiq- 


uitita" or as one of the possible 
fathers unwraps Alan Par- 
tridge's Pringle sweater to 
“Knowing Me. Knowing You" 
and solemnly warns the bride 
of the pains of divorce. 

The expatriate Greek island 
setting allows for campy (and 
badly done) underwater dream 
sequences. But there are also 
moments of heartfelt feeling as 
when Ms McCarthy helps the 
daughter dress for the nuptials 
and sings, in pulsing voice "Slip- 
ping Through My fingers", a 
spangly, plangent lament for the 
way our children elude us and 


then leave us for good. It's also 
the moment when the intrigu- 
ing generational aspect of the 
plot comes into focus. 

Phyllida Lloyd’s handsome 
production provides a terrific 
mood of avrborne silliness. 
Abba is pop's most famous 
palindrome and. whichever 
way you read it Mamma Mia! 
looks like being a hit. 

Pai l Tailor 

7b 1 1 Sep (01 71 -447 JWfli A ver- 
sion of this review appeared fit 
later editions of yesterday 's 
newspaper 


A PRODUCTION of a play is a 
complicated mix of ingredi- 
ents, and its staging an at- 
tempt to produce the perfect 
theatrical souffle night after 
night Ffew productions achieve 
the cordon bleu standard. How- 
ever, Jonathan Church's pro- 
duction of Colombe. which 
marks the end of his plaudit- 
laden spell as artistic director 
of Salisbury Playhouse, wins 
him his third Michelin star. 

He has blended a bitter- 
sweet script with a cast which 
offers talent and depth. Jean 
Anouilh’s play tells the story of 
Colombe (Carolyn Backhouse), 
a virginal innocent whose hus- 
band Julien (Damien Good- 
win) - a man of high standards 
and high dudgeon - leaves her 
in the care of his actress moth- 
er (Kate O’Mara) whiie he per- 
forms his National Service. 

Dazzled by the Technicolor 
world of the theatre, Colombe 
loosens her stays - both men- 
tal and physical - with the as- 
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sis tan ce of Julien's charmingly 
shallow brother Armand 
(Matthew Whittle). When 
Julien returns, he finds bis 
wife has - depending on your 
point of view - descended’ into 
troDopery or discovered her 
true personality beyond her 
husband's shadow. 

Colombe resounds with 
Anouilh's leitmotivs of the cor- 
ruption of purity and the loss of 
innocence in a world dominated 
by compromise, money and 
the search for gratification. It 
carefully avoids simplistic mes- 
sages by making all its char- 
acters equally ton) appealing, 
and it is hard to judge whether 
the changes which overcome 
Colombe are a blow for the lib- 
eration of women or an indict- 
ment of the amoral candyfluff 
egocentrieity of actors. 


But there is a great deal of 
wit enveloping this bleak serv- 
ing of 20th-century disillusion- 
ment, which draws on the full 
spectrum of French theatrical 
tradition from Racine to Fey- 
deau. Jeremy Sams's transla- 
tion strikes a near-perfect 
balance between period 
authenticity and modem com- 
prehensibility, Tbe contempor- 
ary styling of the dialogue al- 
lows Anouilh’s sharp-eyed psy- 
chological realism to strike 
right at the audience's heart 
without the intervening frosting 
of period language. 

The end-product is funny 
and moving. This finely crafted 
piece of intelligent, entertaining 
theatre is a worthy parting per- 
formance by Jonathan Church, 
and one for which the good 
burghers of Salisbury should be 
duty thankful. 

' Toby O’Connor Morse 

Runs untU 1 7 April Bor Office: 
01722 320333 
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Suffering for your Barthes 


The Big Picture 



Charlotte 

O'Sullivan 


HIGH ART (18) 

DIRECTOR: USA CHOLODENKQ 
STARRING: ALLY SHEEDY. RADHA 
MITCHELL. PATRICIA CLARKSON 
101 MINUTES 


T hose who like to lose 
it at the movies may 
panic at the prospect 
of HighArt. Here's a 
typical exchange 
between the main 
characters. Syd 
(Hflrih* MitchelB, a critical theoiy 
graduate trying to make it in the 
worW of New art magazine pub- 
lishing, and Lucy (Ally Sheedy), a re- 
tired photographer. Syd to Lucy: 
“This picture really ties into 
Barthes' whole conception of pho- 
tographic ecstasy. .. the way he ex- 
plores temporality and memory and 
meaning... Am I going on too 
much? 1 ' Lucy to Syd: “No, I haven't 
been deconstructed in a long tune." 

The only indigestible buzz word 
missing here is hermeneutics. Could 
a film sound more dustily academ- 
ic? The surprise is that this scene, 
like so many others in High Art, is 
full of tigb t, juicy eroticism - the sort 
that makes your stomach squirm in 
dread and anticipation. The clue, 
perhaps, is in the ambiguous title. 
High as in brow, but also high as a 
kite: blissed out, blasted, poised to 
take a big, life-threatening fall 
Lucy knows about both sorts of 
high. She’s a junkie, joined at the 
crotch to fellow addict Greta, a Ger- 
man actress still heroically mourn- 
ing the death of Rainer Fassbinder. 
Greta is also Lucy’s muse - the 
dazed centre of her “cutting edge" 
photography. But the arrival of 
straight-in-e very-way Syd (she lives 
downstairs and only pops up to fix 
a leak) disturbs their equilibrium. 

Knowing it will earn her brown- 
ie points at the magazine, Syd asks 
Lucy to start work a g ai n . Lucy re- 
luctantly agrees and creative/sexu- 
al sparics start to fly. The film’s 
question is: will this new relationship 
- bound up as it is with notions of 
success and celebrity - make Lucy 
or break her? 



It's a girl thing: Radba Mitchell (Syd) and Ally Sheedy (Lacy) decide to stop all the theorising in ‘High Art* 


Ally Sheedy is perfectly cast 
Something of a post-retiree her- 
self, having all but disappeared 
since her days as sullen mascot for 
the Brat Pack, her Lucy oozes brit- 
tle machismo. With that Wicked 
Witch of the West chin and Jack 
Nicholson smile, she’s also weirdly 
attractive. 

The viewer’s fear; initially at 
least, is that first-time writer-direc- 
tor Lisa Cholodenko wants to ro- 
manticise her “outsider" artist But 
as quickly becomes clear, Lucy is a 
half-formed being, a pickled ado- 
lescent alternately sarcastic and coy. 
Only gradually as she shakes off the 
vinegar; are we allowed to feel the 
thumping panic beneath. Only then 
does she become real And lovable. 


The same goes for Syd - only 
when you realise you're allowed, to 
mistrust her do you relax into 
Mitchell’s performance. Syd. curvy 
and soft like the young Maria 
Schneider; is forever tucking her 
hands into ha* sleeves and acting the 
cute kid, but her ambition is central 
to the plot Neither virgin redeemer 
nor minx, Syd’s just feeling her way. 

About to consummate the rela- 
tionship with Lucy, her eyes zigzag 
in panic, then tears slide down her 
face. Lucy asks, “Are you OK?”, and 
you have no idea what the reply will 
be. When she says, “I think I'm in 
love with you”, it’s entirely con- 
vincing: Syd would say something 
like this, even though we're unsure 
whether Lucy should believe her. 


This is a film in which people don’t 
say what they think, or indeed think 
what they feeL It’s the gaps, yawn- 
ing between the cliches, that tell us 
what we need to know. 

Just as crucial to the film’s un- 
comfortable charm is Patricia Clark- 
son’s Greta, a vision of hair dye and 
pan-stick, one eye half-dosed, like a 
chink in her armour she’s perma- 
nently hying to mend. The part 
could easily have been played for 
laughs but Clarkson (until now wast- 
ed in films like Jumanji ) keeps her 
character tottering between tragedy 
and farce. Greta’s decadence hides 
a deep conservatism, but she’s 
something of a Lenny Bruce, too. 
Instantty suspicious of Syd, Greta’s 
attacks are good enough to steal. 


“Where’s the teenager?” she 
screams at Lucy. “Where’s your lit- 
tle psycho font?" 

So the love triangle works su- 
perbly. Admittedly, though, there 
are problems with HighArt. Cholo- 
denko pokes fun at the pretentious 
art world (presenting us with editors 
so dreadful you imagine Satan writ- 
ing their paychecbsi and yet makes 
a big deal of its endorsement Do we 
really need the scene where the “un- 
compromising" artwork is present- 
ed to the head honchos, causing 
them to sit up straight and cry 
“Wow, this is amazing”? 

Of course, there’s more to it than 
that Cholodenko likes arty photog- 
raphy (she has played muse to the 
San Francisco photographer JoJo 


Whilden for many years and man- 
aged to get the celebrated Nan 
Goldin to work on some of the pho- 
tographs in the film) . Cholodenko be- 
longs to the scene she’s attempting 
to send up (like John Waters, who 
adopted a similar tack in Pecker). 
Which means that if you don’t like 
arty photography - if Larry Clark 
and Nan Goldin aren’t your gods - 
you’re doomed to find many of High 
Art’s reverential moments ludi- 
crous. As Syd flicks through the mag- 
azine full of Lucy’s soft-focus 
musings t which wouldn't look out of 
place in FHM), the music gets all 
misty-eyed. All this viewer did was 
snigger But these are minor quib- 
bles. Beautifully shot and hauntingty 
scored (by indie band Shudder lb 


Think) , this film stays in the Wood- 
stream long after the credits have 
rolled. One testament to its power 
is how protective you fed of Sheedy 
and Mitchell. Will Sheedy’s return to 
the limelight prove too much for her? 
As for Mitchell (formerly a bit-play- 
er on Neighbours ), her career -like 
Syd’s - has been given a great push 
by High Art. Suddenly she’s on all 
sorts of magazine covers. Will she 
be able to cope with celebrity? 

Cholodenko herself has jokingly 
complained that the film’s success 
has endangered her “mental 
health". Is a good deconstruction re- 
ally worth all this fuss? After watch- 
ing High Art, you'd have to say yes. 

Anthony Quinn is on holiday 


Rushes 


ALSO SHOWING 


YOU DO NT need. a calculator 
for sequel economics: they al- 
most always cost more than the 
original, and usually take in less 
at the box-office. And with the 
news that author Thomas Har- 
ris has just completed a sequel 
to Silence of the Lambs , the ac- 
countants at Universal Pic- 
tures will be busy trying to see 
bow a lucrative sequel to Han- 
nibal Lector’s 1991 screen out- 
ing can be put together Just in 
case Universal hadn’t got 
round to the awful truth, the 


MIKE HIGGINS 


Los Angeles Times did the 
sums for them last week. The 
paper reckoned Harris will 
command a seven-figure sum 
for the screen rights, and 
Demme a similar amount to di- 
rect once again, not to'mentioc 
the $l5m each Anthony Hop- 
kins and Jodie Foster mig ht 
pick up for reprising their roles. 

With production budget, 
marketing and reasonable 
overspend margins. Universal 
can expect to splash out $1 00m 
on a sequel Demme's multiple 


Oscar winner cost around 
$22m to make and grossed six 
times that in the USA Go fig- 
ure. 

* 

WHILE EWAN McGregor piles 
on the column inches with 
tales of his Jedi exploits, it may 
have escaped his attention that 
Rogue Trader , the Nick Leeson 
biopic in which McGregor plays 
the nemesis of Barings bank, 
has finally got a release. On 
cable telly. 
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■ A OVIL ACTION STEVE ZA1LL1AN (15) ■ THE FACULTY ROBERT RODRIGUEZ (1 5) ■ SLAM MARC LEVIN (1 5) ■ NO ROBERT LEFAGE (15) 
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A CIVIL Action promises a great 
deal. The fact-based plot is a 
peach: cynical cocky and 
super-successful personal in- 
jury lawyer Jan Schlichtmann 
(John TVavoIta) takes on a 
tricky environmental case and 
all but destroys himself in the 
process. The acting impres- 
sively restrained (Robert Du- 
vall's hammy support turn not 
included). And Travolta puts 
everything into the part, his 
well-hededj-can’t-be-bothered- 
to-charm-you smiles bleeding, 
quite plausibly, into Joe 
Schmoe impotence (Travolta's 
tree-trunk neck, forever strain- 
ing at his white shirt collar tells 
a story all in itself). 

Writer-director Zaillian 
doesn't try to distract us with 
sex or sentiment There's no al- 
luring woman (even the excel- 
lent The Verdict a similarly 
bleak study of America’s legal 
system, tried that trick): no 
big-eyed child breaking our 
hearts; no adulation awaiting 
our hero. Unfortunately, Zail- 
lian's so pleased he's managed 
to avoid these genre didfes that 
he forgets to put anything in 
their place. What we get is a 
wearily literal account of Jan’s 
fell from financial grace and 
endless, pointless flashbacks. 
With so little to do, the imagi- 
nation naturally grows rest- 
less. Still, A Civil Action 
remains a worthy piece, with 
the rush of satisfied rage pro- 
vided in the last 10 minutes al- 
most making up for lost time. 

The Faculty is the latest 
self-conscious, cine-literate, 
comic-horror show from the 
pen of Kevin Williamson and 
while it may not have Scream’s 
roller-coaster pace, it compen- 



Travolta, impressively restrained in ’A Civil Action* 


sates with wit in abundance. 
Smuggled in via a paranoid 
sd-fi plot, education is the big 
issue here. Six mismatched 
kids, including trendy Zeke, 
(Josh Hartnett, cuter than the 
young Marion Brando) and 
stroppy Stokely iClea Duvall 
wonderfojJy heavy of jaw) are 
pupils at Herrington High, a 
survival-of-the-fittest hell-hole 
where the entire school budget 
goes on the powerhouse football 
team. Puny teachers barely 
scrape by <as Salma Hayefs 
flu-ridden Nurse Harper says, 
“I'm saving my sick days for 
when I feel better"). This is the 
sort ofblack humour you expect 
from Jimmy McGovern, not a 
Hollywood blockbuster. 

And Williamson just keeps 
pushing. When things go bump 
in toe lab, brainy Casey (Elijah 
Wood) realises his teachers 
are being replaced by aliens: 


suddenly toe staff look confi- 
dent, aggressive, even sexy. As 
a teacher's revenge fantasy, 
it’s good fen. It's also properly 
unnerving - tbe teachers 
haven't challenged the school’s 
Darwinian logic, they’ve just 
joined the winning side. At toe 
same time, Williamson avoids 
moral absolutes. On Friday 
nights “everybody’s at the foot- 
ball stadium”. Casey’s smart- 
alec friends are appalled but 

maybe the noisy majority are on 
to something. Why should mi- 
nority interests come first? 

The Faculty, in other words, 
is a fentasticaflyerdqyaWe trea- 
tise on democracy. The pity is 
that Williamson, along with 
over-hyped director Robert Ro- 
driguez, can’t keep up the good 
work. You know it’s all over 
when they play “Another Brick 
in the Wall", the most gormless, 
anti-teacher rant of all time. By 


the end of the film, special ef- 
fects have taken over and vir- 
ginal Maiybeth (Laura Harris) 
is, for no good reason, wan- 
dering around starters.. .Pre- 
sumably this is what “the kids" 
want to see. As Homer Simpson 
might say. stupid kids. 

Marc Levin’s Slam, (which 
comes laden with prizes from 
tbe Sundance and Cannes fes- 
tivals) follows Ray (Saul 
Williams), a sensitive lad from 
a Washington ghetto who gets 
shoved in jail on a drugs 
charge, but finds redemption 
through his rap stylings and the 
love of a woman fSonja Sohn). 

There's much to irritate 
here: in order to make Ray sym- 
pathetic. he’s constantly shown 
being nice to kids and outcasts 
(a la American History X, blade 
men have to be saintly if thqy’re 
to be worthy of our attention). 
The acting by the two leads, 
meanwhile, is often OTT and 
their characters overty sym- 
bolic. The sense of claustro- 
phobia inside the prison, 
though, is sharply dealt - even 
toe shadows in the courtyard 
have a menacing, mercurial 
life of their own. And the film 
teases out some hard answers. 
Flawed, then, but affecting. 

Canada’s Robert Lepage is 
best known for his work in 
theatre. With No, his follow-up 
to Le Confessiomial and The 
Polygraph, it’s still undear why 
he dedded to switch mediums. 
Set in 1970, in Japan and Que- 
bec, this agreeable tale (boiled 
down from a seven-hour play), 
juggles two narratives. In one! 
an actress performing Fey- 
deau realises sexual attraction 
is a force; in the other, her 
writer boyfriend discovers rev- 


identity, cultural and emotion- 
al underpins everything and 
though intelligently done, it all 
feels a bit schematic. 

Another offering from Cana- 
da. The Red VtoWn (made by the 
same team behind Thirty-Two 
Short Films About Glenn 
Gould), is a costume drama 
which reveals, in five interwo- 
ven parts, the biography of a 
perfect, but cursed, violin over 
a period of nearly 400 years. A 
winsome fairy-tale for adults, its 
cinematography is ravishing 
and the music exquisite. But it 
can’t handle passion (there's a 
ludicrous segment with Jason 
Flemyng and Greta Scacchi as 
fiery lovers) and Samuel L 
Jackson, as a debonair violin ex- 
pert, is simply wasted 
It's hard to reconcile Rose 
Troche’s London Film Festival 
hit. Bedrooms & Hallways 
with her 1994 debut Go Fish. 
Where tbe first was witty, tight 
and purely cinematic, this one 
- centred on a confused car- 
penter (Kevin McKidd), one of 
a group of bed-hopping, gender- 
bending thirtysomething 2xv- 
rjrM ^ L° n dr)n - looks made for 
TV Watching B&H is a bit like 
sitting in a luke-wann bath, 
wading for someone to turn lie 
not water back on. The longer 
the colder it geto 

cartoon South Park), is about 
a Monnon who gets mixed up 
the pom business. Parker’s 

a comic genius. But trust me. 
a recent development 

CO’S 
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A girl who won’t 
wear labels 

Pride and Prejudice made Jennifer Ehle a household name. So why 
is she out of work? Because she’s choosy. By Demetrios Matheou 



fs shocking. Jennifer Ehle, the 
nation's favourite Elizabet h Ben- 
nett, enters in blue jeans, a long 
leather jacket and a dyed-blond 
bob; casualty modern, with a nat- 
ural sexiness that Jane Austen's 
heroine would never get away 
. with. Soon she’s talking about bisexuality, 
infidelity and all kinds of saucy stuff Die- 
! hard fans of Pride and Prejudice, of which 
; there were millions when it was first 
. screened in 1995, will be up in arms. 

! Wfell, of course, they won't But this is 
i just the kind of stock introduction, steeped 
iin stereotype, that might make even the 
i amused, amusing and distinctly ego-free 
I Ehle a little peeved As she repeats in an 
, ironic mantra throughout lunch, “labels, 
labels”; the actor's worst ni ghtmar e. 

As a youngster, travelling through 
lAnferica with her actress mother Rose- 
mary Harris, and writer dad, Ehle changed 
1 schools 18 times. “In every new class there 
| would be these stock label-carriers," she 
recalls. “The down, the hrain, the veiypop- 
i ular girl, the very popular boy, and the 
I recluse. Each time, I would be cast in a dif- 
! ferent role, or not at all - 1 was never any- 
; where long enough to feel Td had a label 
• slapped on me. But I was fascinated by 
: what it must be like to go to the same 
school, all the way through, and never get 
the chance to break out." 

She now wonders if such a common 
childhood experience, had she experi- 
enced it, might have left her better pre- 
pared for the media pigeon-holing she has 
: encountered as an actress: notably for her 
ddbut role - as the free-spirited, sexually 
voracious Catypso in Peter Hall’s television 
drama The Camomile Lawn - and for 
Pride arid Prejudice. 

“When The Camomile Lawn came out 
1 was suddenly getting this image projected 
back to me of the ‘tempestuous Calypso'. 
People seemed to think that was me, 
which was so completely..." She still 
seems shocked by the memory. “I didn’t 
pnow bow to handle it I felt branded. If any- 
' ‘thing was written about me, it was always 
‘Jennifer Ehle who took all her clothes off’. 
That continued for a while and then Pride 
and Prejudice came alongand I went from 
being tempestuous to being Elizabeth 


Bennett, after which people would say, ‘so 
do you want to get back into a bonnet and 
corset?'. As if such a fantastic character 
was defined by her bonnet” 

The fascination with her more popular 
roles and their associations (the real-life 
affair with her “Mr Darcy", CoHn firth, was 
bliss for the tabloids) have resulted in an 
understandable trepidation about inter- 
views which she is trying to overcome. But 
she also suggests another reason for coy- 
ness. “If I think of the actors I realty admire 
- Robert De Niro, Meryl Streep, Maggie 
Smith, Ed Harris, Robin Wright - they are 
people you don't read about very often. I 
know very little about them. I find, as an 
audience member; that if someone's not la- 
belled, boxed, categorised, it's easier to sus- 


‘I’ve been out of work for 
seven months. I spend all 
day in Starbucks reading 
and going mad ’ 


pend disbelief. I remember reading, years 
and years ago, an interview in which 
Michelle Pfeiffer said she looked like a 
duck. She’s a very beautiful woman, but 
when I see her now I do see the duck! 
Which 1 quite resent" 

These observations are prompted not 
by actorty spleen, but by the label-busting 
ethos of Ehle's latest film, JBedrooms and 
Hallways. At first glance, the film is 
merely another on the current conveyor 
belt of British romantic comedies that 
include Sliding Doors , Martha - Meet 
Frank. Daniel and Laurence and This 
Year’s Love tin which Ehle also stars*. 
What sets it apart are the happy shifts of 
its characters' sexual preferences, as the 
safe haven of a men’s group is undermined 
by a gay newcomer. 

“(hie of the thin gs that I loved about the 
script is its openness, the fact that it 
doesn't get bogged down in gender stereo- 
types," says Ehle. “It doesn’t slap a label 
on the first choice that people make." How- 


ever, she doesn't rush to agree with co-star 
Simon Callow's opinion that the film re- 
flects a society warming to its inna te bi- 
sexuality. “That’s not my experience. I don't 
know that many bisexual people. Very few.” 

She recalls that American director 
Rose TToche “was completely unhung-up 
about what the film was about, as was 
everyone involved. It was only after we'd 
finished shooting and I was telling some- 
body about it and they looked rather 
shocked, that I thought, ‘oh. right, what are 
people going to think of all this?’. I won- 
dered whether people were quite ready to 
be this accepting of characters swapping 
their sexuality around, of straddling fences. 
Z do think it’s bold". 

If the actress has “straddled" anything 
herself, it has been nationality; born in 
North Carolina to an English mother and 
American father, she attended a few Eng- 
lish schools as well as American ones, 
changing accent each time she crossed the 
Atlantic, before the desire to act - “Tve got 
some kind of chromosome glitch that 
makes me want to pretend to be somebody 
else; that's my drug"- prompted the 
decision to settle in London. 

“I got into a four-year course at the 
North Carolina School of Arts, but only ever 
planned to be there for one yean to prepare 
for auditions at the London schools. Be- 
cause I knew I wanted a classical training. 
I was onty 17. 1 was a minx - so ambitious." 

This ambition (which she suggests has 
“evaporated") led to her also leaving the 
Central School of Speech and Drama pre- 
maturely to star in The Camomile 1 Lawn. 
Despite her earlier comments, Ehle right- 
ly asserts that neither Catypso nor Eliza- 
beth Bennett “affected the type of roles Pve 
played otherwise. I’ve been labelled some- 
times, but never typecast" 

Indeed, the 29-year-old's eclectic CV 
indudes: a spell with the RSC: on televi- 
sion, the enigmatic, contemporary heroine 
of Alan Bleasdale's Melissa and a prisoner 
of war in the Second World War saga Par- 
adise Road; and on film Oscar Wilde’s 
cheated wife Constance in Wilde, and the 
(deadlocked, caustic single-mum in This 
Year’s Love. If there are common de- 
nominators to be found, they are techni- 
cal- an economy of styie quite devoid of 




Double Bill 

FRANCOIS GIRARD, DIRECTOR OF THE RED VIOLIN*, ON HIS IDEAL CINEMATIC PAIRING 


THE SHINING 

(STANLEY KUBRICK, 1980) 
THE TENANT 
(ROMAN POLANSKI. 1976) 

I WOULD have to test this 
double bill on myself before 
allowing anyone else to 
watch it and see if I could 
cope; they each have an 
overwhelming psychological 
power I might also have a 
psychiatrist wait for me 
outside the cinema - just in 
case the experience made 
me want to jump off a 
bridge. Onty then would my 
friends be submitted to the 
experience. Both films deal 
with mental isolation. They 
each look at man’s 
experience of suffering. 

About one rather 
disturbed guy. The Tenant 
shows how this man can't 
cope with living in a new 
apartment, where he is 
convinced he can hear the 
previous tenant. The film is 
driven by thfa man’s fears; it 
dives into his perturbed 



Jack Nicholson in The 
Shining 

mind and his physical 
displacement Also dealing 
with isolation, The Shining 
is about an entire family 
who spend one winter living 
alone in a huge house in the 
middle of nowhere. It is a 
very graphic portrayal of 
the disintegration of the 
father's mental health, 
because of this 
environment and total 
paranoia. 


The most striking scene, 
which realty mates you 
connect with the 
characters' madness, is 
when the father is 
frantically typing on his 
typewriter. He is actually 
writing the same word; over 
and over; for many days. It’s 
a very efficient expression 
of a man caught in the grip 
of insanity. It is a mental 
state that is also shown in 
The Tenant, but this film 
evokes even more of the 
horror of insanity. In one 
particularly disturbing 
scene, the tenant has gone 
through a glass window and 
is covered in deep wounds. 
He is almost dead after 
throwing himself out of the 
Paris apartment But he is 
just strong enough to climb 
the stairs again, dragging 
himself up the steps one by 
one, so that once more, he 
can jump and try to kill 
himself. 

These are very 
depressing films, which 


would justify having a 
psychiatrist on standby. 1 
believe that when we are 
looking at these films we 
are watching a reflection of 
America's sickness. 

1 am very interested in 
the cumulative impact of 
the film medium, and this is 
something which started 
interesting me when I 
began to watch more than 
one film at one sitting I 
believe that if you see five 
films together they coalesce 
as though they could be the 
same film. In other words, 
you can see more clearly 
the connections, almost as 
though the five films could 
be stitched together and 
make one big story. 
Ultimately, if you keep 
connecting films this way, 
you would end up with a 
pretty good picture of the 
universe. Remember; a film 
is never an isolated object, 
it is part of our lives. 

INTERVIEW BY 
JENNIFER RODGER 


FROM THE DIRECTOR OF LE CONFESSIONNflL 
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VIDEOWATCH 


primary Colours (15). 

to rent from Monday 
THE RELEASE of Mike 
Nichols’s satire on contempo- 
rary presidential campaign- 
ing ought to have been as 
scandalous an occasion as 
the publication of the original 
roman d clef. Bill Clinton's 
real-life porMes, of course, 
stole a march on the film's 
chief selling point, the thinly- 
disguised inspiration for Gov- 
ernor Jack Stanton, a 
libidinous, silver-tongued 
presidential candidate. You 
can't blame Zippergate, how- 
ever for the film’s disappoint- 
ingly toothless attack on 
presidential politicking. 

Travolta's indulgent turn 
as Stanton takes its cue from 
Elaine May’s screenplay, 
which reduces an apparently 
irresistible political figure to 
a handshake, a grin and a 
roving eye. The caricatured 
portrayal of Stanton is quite 
at odds with the rest of a 
curiously tentative film. 
Emma Thompson turns in a 
superior performance as 
Stanton’s put-upon wife, but 


Nichols mistakenly focuses 
on a mild-mannered 
campaign manager as a 
narrative device. Who cares 
about his ethical tribulations 
when the pathologizing of the 
US President, his character 
and his rocky marriage has 
become a global sport? 

Marius et Jeannette (15). 
£15.99 

Pointedly set in LEstaque. a 
run-down area of Marseilles, 
Robert Guediguian's delight- 
ful feature debut at first looks 
as if it’s going to use its post- 
industrial setting merely as a 
gritty backdrop to the epony- 
mous couple's relationship. 

But the latter is just a 
single thread in the tapestry 
of the neighbourhood, a 
working-class community 
which bickers, romances and 
dozes the day away. 

Lyrical directorial touches 
and a wry script ensure that 
the universal themes of class 
alienation and redundancy 
are subtly muted. It’s the 
humanity, not the political 
context, that charms you. 




< 
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‘Hollywood’s not my Mecca. I don’t want to be obsessed with chins!’ 


histrionics: brilliant diction; and, to steal 
a word often used to describe Ehle’s 
friend Cate Blanchett a “luminous" screen 
presence which owes itself to more than 
merely standing before the camera. 

All of which makes her current unem- 
ployment hard to believe. “I’ve been out of 
work for seven months. I spend all day in 
Starbucks reading and going mad," she 
admits. This may sound melodramatic, but 
dearly it has been tough (she becomes 
almost tearful when I mention Blanehett's 
success, though insists I should continue 
“talk about her, talk away"). Why? “I think 
I am choosy, but it’s not because I'm 
choosy: There just aren't that many good 


women's parts around. There are fewer 
heroines than heroes in the stories we teH" 

But there are more in Britain than in 
America, she insists, “because of classical 
literature, because of Shakespeare" So she 
has no plans to return. “Hollywood has 
□ever been my Mecca. And I would rather 
live in London than LA. I wouldn't want to 
put myself under the physical scrutiny. I 
never want to worry about getting old, 
which I think I would if I were there. I don't 
want to be obsessed with chins!" 

Ehle has one more movie in the can. The 
Thste of Sunshine, directed by the es- 
timable Istvan Szabd ( Mephisto , Colonel 
Redl) and co-starring Ralph Fiennes, tells 


Kcdpesh Laihigra 


the story of a Hungarian- Jewish family 
over three generations and through the two 
world wars. 

“I was in Budapest for two months and 
I think it was the happiest I've ever been," 
she reflects. “Because of the work. And be- 
cause there's something liberating about 
being extracted from your life and being 
plonked in the middle of a strange city, 
breaking your tethers for a bit, being un- 
reachable. Weeks in a hotel can be kind of 
Zen. Ym have your basics and that’s aD you 
have.” And not a label in sight 

‘Bedrooms & Hallways' is released 
tomorrow 


STILL PUTTING A SMILE 
ON EVERY FACE. 


(WELL, ALMOST) 


an unexpected treat... 

you’ll have a 900d 
time I promise you. 

Jonathan Ross - THE MIRROR 

“The most diarming, 
hinny and loveable 
comedy of an time. 

Kdi Fisher -THE SUN 

“Wit, invention and real, 
priceless humour. 

Dairen B&neB - BIPiRE NAGAZME 
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, blondes are merely bland. ^ Nlga_Ca^an 


If only Marilyn had 




been a redhead 



W hen Juiianne 
Moore slides 
on to our 
screens next 
week as the 
d esigning Mrs Cheveley in Oliv- 
er Parker’s adaptation of Oscar 
Wilde’s An Ideal Husband, the 
En glish accent may jar but the 
strawberry tresses will not. 
Unusual, disturbing, danger- 
ous: these are the signals that 
the redhead gives out and 
Laura Cheveley, who plans to 
divulge a secret that 
will destroy the 
marriage of Sir 
Robert Chlltem 
(Jeremy 
North am) un- 
less he helps 
her to make 
her fortune, is 
ail three. 

Wilde made 
his over- 
dressed ad- 
venturess - a 
woman who 
says of her 
"detestable" 
schooldays 
that her prizes 
came a little 
later on in life 
and were none 
of them for 
good conduct 
- intelligent, 
witty, malicious, 
independent 
and red-headed. 
Redheads 
have always 
been diffi- 
cult to 
classi- 

.. fy 


and, as with most facts, this one 
becomes bigger and more 
bumptious in the cinema: there 
is a gap where assumptions 
about redheads should be. 

Gentlemen prefer blondes, 
but marry brunettes; that prob- 
ably says more about gentle- 
men than it does about women 
of any hair colour, but it is still 
a burden of expectation that a 
redhead need not cany. Yet she 
isn’t ignored: films with titles 
like The Redhead from 
Wyoming (with Maureen 
O’Hara) or The Strawberry 
Blonde 'with Rita Hayworth' 
are proof that in monochrome 
Hollywood, her hair colour was 
considered sufficiently inter- 
esting to lure in an audience: 
and in the Technicolor film in- 
dustry she still gets a special 
deal If the devil has all the best 
tunes then the hair colour 
associated with him could just- 
ly claim to get many of the 
best roles. 

Unsurprisingly: red is the 
colour of danger and rebellion. 
Redheads are often stubborn, 
fby Celts as the Irish Wilde well 
knew. And these characteristics 
tend to be reflected in the on- 
screen redhead persona, from 
Katharine Hepburn’s uptight 
but independent-minded aris- 
tocrat in The Philadelphia 
Story to Nicole Kidman's homi- 
cidal bitch in To Die For. Hep- 
burn’s feisty Philadelphia 
character; TVacy Lord, gets to 
weigh up the attractions of 
goddess status - "Be whatev- 
er you want," ex-husband CK 
Dexter Haven (Cary Grant) 
tells her "You’re my redhead” 
- and eventually come down in 
favour of mortality. 

Marilyn Monroe should have 
been so lucky. But blondes only 
get to party until they drop from 
exhaustion without ever being 
accorded the privilege of 
choosing their own dancing 
shoes. Moira Shearer, in The 
Red Shoes, has both feet and 
head liberated by their scar- 
let apparel Her choices aren't 
the happiest and her dancing 


leads to disaster, but she is 
granted a rare degree of au- 
tonomy. Shearer’s red shoes 
are the antithesis of Cinderel- 
la's glass slipper, they stand on 
the side of career as opposed to 
marriage. She is eventually 
punished for her presumption, 
of course, but that doesn't make 
her actions any less flagrantly 
radical. 

It was rare for a female 
character to achieve such free- 
dom without being marked out 
as hard, or cunning, or - the 
worst fate of all - unattractive. 
But red hair can provide a 
necessary extra dimension, 
warming co>d arrogance or 
adding a much-needed dash of 
chilli to the overly sweet (red- 
heads are allowed to be vul- 
nerable without immediately 
being classified as needy and 
clingy i . Julia Roberts in Pret- 
ty Woman is a hard-edged 
hooker in a blond wig; her hu- 
manity - mawkish or otherwise, 
depending on whether you like 
sugary' comedies - blazes out 
along with her red hair when 
the wig comes o£L 

In keeping with the reputa- 
tion for individuality, red hair is 
for harder to reproduce than 
blonde. Peroxide is devalued 
gold: Rita Hayworth’s flame- 
coloured tresses were so pop- 
ular that there was outrage 
when Orson Welles peroxided 
her for The Lady from Shang- 
hai. Their real-life marriage 
was breaking up at the time, 
and his supposedly artistic jus- 
tification was considered a 
cover for pure malice. There is 
a warped justice to the idea of 
a woman who allows her hus- 
band to dictate her appear- 
ance so completely, losing her 
status as a symbol of fiery in- 
dependence. But what a pun- 
ishment for a woman who had 
played the sexy, irresponsible 
Gilda (tagline: there NEVER 
was a woman like Gilda] i and 
had "Put the Blame on Maine" 
with such memorable aban- 
don, to be degraded to mere 
blondeness! 



Red alert: left, Juiianne Moore in 'An Ideal Husband’. Clockwise from above: Rita 
Hayworth in ‘Gilda’; Julia Roberts in ‘Pretty Woman’; Nicole Kidman in To Die For’ 


In An Ideal Husband. Ju- 
iianne Moore emanates control 
Mrs Cheveley does her own 
preferring and makes a decid- 
ed efibrt to do her own marry- 
ing, in sharp contrast to the 
woodenly perfect Lady 
Chiltem. Cate Blanchett, last 
seen as history’s most wilful 
redhead, Elizabeth I, and 
earlier still charmingly, stub- 
bornly eccentric as the carrot- 
topped eponymous heiress in 
Oscar and Lucinda, has re- 


duced herself for this part to a 
sandy-haired straw in the 
London wind, dribbling Victo- 
rian values every time she 
opens her prim lips, like a fe- 
male Samson, Blanchett’s 
change of hair colour has 
robbed her of power. 

There’s no doubting Ju- 
iianne Moore's redhead cre- 
dentials: her part in Robert 
Altman's Short Cuts, naked 
from the waist down, has en- 
sured that She was also the 


perfectly named Amber Wfcves 
in Boogie Nights, and the mis- 
tress of mayhem in The Big 
Letoowski: the only one to keep 
ho* head when all about her are 
losing theirs. Difficult to lose, a 
head that colour; and difficult 
to forget too. When . the 
.ephemeral charm of Wilde’s 
play or Parker’s film has faded, 
the vision of that banner of 
dark-red hair, and of the force 
<rf personality that generally ac- 
companies it will remain. 


A vision of hell on earth: the director’s fight 


German auteur Fred Keleman went without food to complete his film, Frost. Then the producer stole it It’s not easy being a visionary. By Roger Garke 


vRTISTTURNED-film director Fred 
veleman is as glacially reserved in 
jerson as his beautiful, bleak films 
vould suggest One would have 
hought he had little reason to be 
(ladal with the kind of praise he’s 
«en getting lately- Pundits in his na- 
ive country have rightly dubbed him 
the most spectacular force in Ger- 
nany since Fassbinder". Werner 
ierzog has virtually anointed him 
us heir And of his first feature film, 
•tile, Susan Sontag wrote "[it] is a 
isionary, one-of-a-kind achieve- 
nent" and went on to list the 34-year- 
ild German as one of only three 
lirectors in the world capable of ex- 
< an ding cinema as an art form. 

In fact, Keleman has every rea- 
on to be glum. He’s currently a com- 
batant in a war zone. Not many 
nonths after this ringing endorse- 
nent by America's most impressive 
rande dame (the NYC Museum of 
i Modern Art has since acquired a 
irint of Fhte for its collection', he 
ound himself in a situation which is 
probably the worst thing that can 
-ver happen to a director-auteur. 


After a catastrophic felling-out with 
producer Bjorn Koll during the film- 
ing of his second feature. Frost, KoU 
impounded the negative and denied 
Keleman all further access to it 
Keleman had lost actual physical 
possession of his own film 
Kali's behaviour ever since has 
been somewhat shocking. Despite 
attempts by the Goethe Institute and 
MOMA to intervene, Koll has 
rebuffed all attempts to settle the 
matter amicably and seems to be 
conducting a personal vendetta 
against Keleman. A KoU-edited 
version of Frost has even been 
offered to the major film festivals, 
according to Keleman. And he has 
received only 10 per cent of his fee, 
admitting he was so broke (hiring the 
filming, he went short of food (“I got 
very hungry," he says, clearly 
embarrassed to admit it). Not since 
Eisenstein had his most persona] 
and most experimental film, Que 
Viva Mexico!, stolen by its American 
financier in 1932, has there been 
such a parallel So where did it all 
go wrong? 


I first met Fred Keleman last 
November, leaning against the wall 
in the crypt of St Martin-in-the- 
Fields, looking much like a big, 
trench coated ghost who had stum- 
bled in on some revelries he didn't 
quite want to understand There was 
something very isolated about him. 
It was a party in honour of Fes ten - 
director Thomas Vinterberg; Vin- 
terberg was the toast of the London 
film Festival and was lapping it up. 
Keleman - 1 was later to discover - 
summarily dismissed the Dogme 
philosophy as "a schoolboy joke, a 
game", and went so far as to say he 
had already made a Dogme film 
even before the playful Danish prim- 
itivist diktat was first postulated 
(Fate out-Do gmes Dogme: it is shot 
on hand-held camera, in only 12 long 
sequences over 80 minutes, without 
music, using only natural light and 
with no scripted dialogue;. 

The screening of Keleman' s Frost 
in his own disintegrating “director’s 
edit” (Le. the print that has been 
physically chopped and spliced and 
edited) was actually the most sig- 


nificant moment of the Film Festi- 
val the film had already received the 
International Critics’ Prize at the 
Rotterdam Festival and had ac- 
quired an almost legendary status 
bv the time it reached London. It was 
a samizdat, fugitive film: every time 
Keleman showed it the print disin- 
tegrated a bit more and the edits 
grew further apart Here was a film 
physically decaying before the 
audience's eyes, the celluloid slowly 
and distinctively rotting away. It 
was a memento mori to send a shud- 
der down the spine of every film di- 
rector in the world. 

The innately pessimistic Kele- 
man, however, expresses tittle sur- 
prise about the way things are: his 
films, anyway, are largely concerned 
with human cruelty, thwarted pas- 
sion leading to abject humiliation, 
and the deadening melodrama of 
despair. Fate concerns a Russian 
busker in the Berlin subway falling 
into a murder. Frost concerns a 
mother and young son trudging 
across a wintry countryside and 
being preyed on by low-lifes (lead- 


ing to a murder); his recently com- 
pleted third feature, tentatively 
called Nightfall, portrays an unem- 
ployed man and wife brutalised by 
their “barbaric surroundings". 

“I think our world is cruel" he 
tells me when we met again just re- 
cently, the fate of Frost still bitterly 
unresolved. But he refuses to give 
up. “When 1 hope. I wake," he says. 
“When we stop hoping we fall asleep 
and can be kilted very easily " He has 
toe crumpled fait defiant air of a man 
who has survived every bone in his 
body being broken by his enemies: 
he wearily anticipates the in- 
evitablity of pain. He's shabbily 
dressed and is very shy indeed. His 
face is flat and uncannily white, his 
hair a little greasy in the way of toe 
recluse. Serious-minded as ever, 
and as if to put everything in per- 
spective, he suddenly remarks: 
“Cruelty is everywhere - just look at 
the war going on." 

I am struck. I tell him, by how the 
blasted landscapes in Frost resem- 
ble those of Soviet war movies so 
strongly. The characters seem to be 


moving across a zone where, you 
suspect, a war is going on. “We 
filmed on the border of Poland and 
there were still old tank-traps 
there," be confirms in his low, halt- 
ing monotone. “For many years 
nowTve felt there's a smell of war 
in Europe. I was filming Fate back 
in 1993 when the war in Chechnya 
broke out As you can imagine, it af- 
fected my main actor, Valerrij 
Fedorenko, an opera singer from 
Chechnya, very strongly. When he 
wades into the fountain and you see 
the faces of children in the water; it 
came from that" 

Keleman's antennae are more 
than usually attuned to the political 
currents of Eastern Europe: his fa- 
ther is German-Russian, his moth- 
er Hungarian, and he spent much of 
his childhood in Budapest. “Grow- 
ing up in Berlin, too, while the wall 
was stiU there, instilled a sense of 
unease in me," he says. His pitched 
battles with the school authorities 
from toe age of 10 also fixed a re- 
bellious streak to his nature and a 
hatred of patriarchal institutions 


(tellingly, his father abandoned his 
family when Keleman was four). 

It seems he's no stranger to 
fights over edits. When defying his 
tutors at film school over the edit- 
ing of his graduation film, they 
brought in Werner Herzog to tame 
him; unfortunately, Herzog backed 
Keleman against his teachers. Phis 
pa change. Keleman, so mild-man- 
nered to meet, surely far too haunt- 
ed and introspective to be a threat 
to anyone, is fierce and resolute in 
the defence of his vision. It’s rather 
refreshing. He really is prepared to 
starve for his art, as he did with 
Frost. And fight for it 

Will the wrangle over Frost ever 
be resolved? The world deserves to 
see this extraordinary film. Nursing 
the heavy-hearted air of a war poet 
waiting for a war. Fred Keleman is 
a man to watch, a Dante for the mil- 
lennium whose visions of hell on 
earth have a gravid and spectral 
authority few can match. 

‘Fate' opens tomorrow at the Lux 
Cinema, London 
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Want to teach your graduate trainees a lesson? Send them to Lapland. By Kate TIilpern 

A steep learning curve 
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Overcoming unlikely tasks in an unlikely setting can help staff to develop their own skills and also encourage team understanding 


a waiting toy flight 

A at Heathrow last 

/ week alongside 

/ nine strangers 

with whom I was 
M expected to “team- 

1 aAm ■BtaJnnUr over the 
^ext four days, I felt scared. It's one 
thing learning about individual 
Strengths, cnmpflnsating for wnpflk- 
nesses and impro ving mterpt^r-wnfll 
skills in the safe environment of an 
office. But ifsquiteanctherwhen it's 
beyond the Arctic Circle where 
snowmobfling is Hie chief means of 
transport and temperatures are as 
low 88*200. 

Nevertheless, an increasing num- 
ber o£ graduate recruits are 
experiencing assessment, 
development and training in ex- 
treme donates. Team Dynamics 
International - A British company 
which runs such trips - Haims the 
latter balf of the Nineties has seen 
a huge growth in bookings abroad. 

“Employers have one of three 
otgectTres," explains Colin Wallace, 
director “First, they use the trips as 
a recruitment tool After all, gradu- 
ates don’t have a track record and 
many employers want another 
something other than interviewing 
and psychometric testing to reveal 
for sure true characteristics. Second, 
the trips are a method of deciding 
^ what role would suit the graduate 
'$once theyV* been recruited. Third, 
they are a means erf team-building.” 
Additionally, of course, it’s a perk - 


a way for an employer to say: “We 
value you.” Finnish Lapland, for 
instance, is one of the world's most 
untouched and exotic regions. One 
participant asked me: “Where else 
are you likely to go this year in which 
a single afternoon incorporates 
visiting a husky dog form, playing 
snow golf, reindeer sleighing and 
eating in an ice restaurant?” 

The bonus for the firms them- 
selves is that it’s not much more ex- 
pensive a location than Scotland or 
the Lake District 
- But are such trips more than a 
jolly? Even our first morning (8am 
start after arriving at the hotel at 
3am - a theme to be repeated 
throughout the weekend, although 
often through choice) suggested 
they must be. 

A series of indoor projects based 
on tactics for survival - indwfingone 
exercise involving decisions over 
hew to stay alive in an avalanche - 
demonstrated that teams consis- 
tently made sounder decisions than 
individuals, even, where experts 
were present 

With this in mind, we were 
deemed ready for the harsher en- 
vironment outside, although one 
last indoor assignment - co m pleting 
tiie Myers-Briggs Personality Type 
Indicator questionnaire - revealed 
the best and worst each of us would 
be likely to bring to any given team, 
fdr my team, the results were par- 
ticularly interesting, since we all had 
the same profile of being extrovert 


rather than introvert; feeling rather 
than thinking and perceiving rather 
than judging The result? We threw 
ourselves into the afternoon's tasks 
(getting a team member on top of 14 
crates balanced on ice without 
touching him, and hoisting a team 
member up a tree while the rest of 
us were blindfolded) with enthusi- 
asm, tflkfag mistakes in our stride, 
and ignoring tune-management 
“All good fun,” laughed our co- 
ordinator afterwards. “But what if 


We all agreed that 
experiencing the 
dramatic exposed our 
best and worst sides 


you worked on a company project in 
that way?" 

Indeed, every group activity over 
the ensuing days included a review 
process so comprehensive that each 
of us was forced to analyse every 
participant's behaviour and relate it 
to the office. How could we make our 
enthusiasm more productive? What 
individual qualities could be worked 
on to balance the chaos of the way 
the group worked? 

But can’t such lessons be learned 
in any location? Kumud, a course 
participant, believes noL Having 


attended other programmes back in 
England, she says: “The surreal sur- 
roundings allow the imagination to 
think that anything is possible. Also, 
the clean air and feeling of altitude 
is lifting." 

We all agreed that experiencing 
the dramatic exposed our best and 
worst qualities in a way that as- 
tounded us and that it rapidly in- 
creased the speed of the bonding 
process. After all, you quite literally 
“need each other" even to walk 
across flat ground where the snow 
is deep. You are also forced to recog- 
nise that other people's qualities 
which you may have initially con- 
sidered weaknesses could in fact be 
valuable. I, for instance, bate being 
hurried at the cost of a good result, 
but realised a sense of urgency can 
be usefuL 

“Being so far away from home 
gives you the rare opportunity of tak- 
ing off your baggage," adds Kumud. 
“In some cases, that’s just inhibition 
or pressure and problems from 
work that you often bring with you 
to a training programme." 

Where else would you find your- 
self dancing to an Abba medley on 
the stage of a cheesy night-club 
called Doris with people you'd only 
just met and bad every intention of 
trying to impress? 

The activities for the latter half of 
the trip appeared, at first glance, to 
be “just for fun". We shed ourselves 
of our team badges and rode off on 
snowmobiles, husky dogs, rally cars. 


quad bikes and reindeer. A reward 
for all our hard work? Not so, says 
Mr Wallace. “It’s a way of improving 
self-motivation and self-confidence. 
There's bound to be some of those 
activities that scare you, and if you 
wind up going for it and getting over 
that fear, it gives you an sense of 
achievement and shows your po- 
tential. And because everyone no- 
tices that about everyone else, it 
builds up confidence between the 
team members." 

It also has the effect of ensuring 
people don’t feel their every move is 
under scrutiny. Mind j’ou, we were 
undoubtedly more relaxed than dur- 
ing the more formal team exercis- 
es - something that co-ordinators 
were aware of and so they secretly 
checked out our responses and 
characteristics from time to time. 

And it works a treat. Several 
times, a few of us took one look at 
an activity and shrieked: “No way!" 
But on at least half of those occa- 
sions. because of the unfamiliar 
surroundings as well as a lack of co- 
ercion, we found ourselves coming 
round to the idea and achieving the 
unthinkable. 

“The programme is for the grad- 
uates and is about helping them to 
realise their own strengths, ac- 
knowledge their weaknesses and 
how to tackle those," concludes 
Jackie, a participant “Not least is the 
fun element and, of course, to make 
a mistake in this environment is sim- 
ply to learn from the experience." 


It’s boring 
at the top 

help desk 

YOUR CAREER PROBLEMS SOLVED BY THE EXPERTS 


The problem 

I AM 40 and have been in the 
“fast track” career lane since 
I completed an MBA. I 
decided to specialise in 
telecommunications as I was 
attracted to a fast-moving 
growth industry where my 
strategic thinking and 
hunger for challenge would 
be satisfied. Indeed, for the 
past five years. I have 
worked in a management 
capacity for a successful 
telecoms company where I 
have had access to excellent 
training and development 
programmes and win soon 
have the option to work 
internationally. I don’t, 
however, feel much job 
satisfaction. I have 
responsibility but would like 
greater variety. I also get 
tired and distracted by office 
politics and I don’t think that 
I have the patience to 
continue to “play the game” 
in order to move into the 
highest echelons of the 
corporate ladder. I am 
completely open minded 
about possible options as I 
thrive on the challenge of 
change. Have you got any 
suggestions? 

DAVID HELMS LEY, 
BRISTOL 

The solutions 

BzZZ Pitkeothley, director. Bar- 
ton Interim (a division of Bar- 
ton International) says: 

Your needs, combined with 
your sector experience and 
strong management s kills, 
make you an ideal candidate 
for a career in interim 
management Most people who 
choose the interim route like 
to initiate change and move on 
rather than manage a stable 
situation or play at office 
politics. You also sound 
flexible, confident and incisive, 
which are all key skills for 
interim managers. Numerous 
myths surround interims, 
including the belief that they 
are only redundant executives 
looking for a proper job or 
burned-out executives at the 
end of the career ladder. The 
reality is that executives 
become interims for better 
qualify of life, improved pay, no 
bureaucracy and greater 
variety and challenge. You may 
be asked to provide cover for 
the unexpected absence or 
departure of senior staff 
Alternatively, the brief may be 
to bring short-term skills (not 
available in-house), launch 
new products or restructure a 
department Increasingly, 
interim management at the 
top end of the market is a 
board-level resource. 

Dr Raymond Madden, direc- 
tor, Executive Development, 
City University Business 
School, says: 

Your comments suggest that 


you have low structure needs 
typical of entrepreneurs. The 
telecommunications and 
information systems areas 
both continue to experience 
considerable growth and you 
might like to consider your 
own business idea. If you 
would prefer to remain within 
an organisation, then 
consultancy might be worth 
exploring. Creativity- and 
acting as a change agent are 
central skills required by the 
well-known consulting houses. 
The big hitters mostly recruit 
fresh MBAs but your sector- 
specific expertise may be 
attractive. Another option, 
which I can personalty 
recommend and which 
provides a great deal of 
variety, is executive 
development itself Our 
business relies on ideas and 
we aim to develop people and 
their organisations through 
innovative management 
practice. City University 
Business School is highly 
international with just under 
50 per cent of staff and 65 per 
cent of our students coming 
from outside the UK, adding 
greatly to the intellectual 
environment 

James Gift, managing 
consultant, Sanders £ Sidney 
pic, career consultants, 
Regent Arcade House, London 
WlV 1AA, says: 

Why, after achieving so much, 
are you not obtaining job 
satisfaction? A simple form of 
self-appraisal should help you 
discover what’s missing 
Identity your achievements 
and rank them in order of 
importance to you. Analyse 
which of your jobs you have 
enjoyed most and decide on 
your preferred work roles. List 
your full range of transferable 
skills, technical, management 
and personal Then look at life 
goals. Where are you now? 
Where do you want to be in 
five years’ time? These 
exercises will stimulate your 
thought processes and you can 
start brainstorming possible 
job options. Finally, start 
talking to and extending your 
list of personal contacts. This 
research should surety 
discover a suitable outlet for 
your skills. An added bonus 
will be your meeting some 
very interesting people on the 
way and building a valuable 
network for the future. 

Interviews by 
Carmen ivuddledjtch 

If you have a work problem 
and want expert advice, write 
to Carmen Middleditck, Fast 
Track, Features, The 
Independent l Canada 
Square, Canary Wharf, 

London El 4 SDL: fax 0171-293 
2068 ; or e-mail 
c.middleditckia 
independent.co.uk 


Covering the cost of the Millennium bug 

Solicitors’ insurers are braced for claims arising from the year 2000, but can't find out how badly they are exposed. By Grania Langdon-Down 
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MORE THAN 3,000 senators’ firms 
have still to fill out questionnaires 
detailing the precautions they have 
tafepm against the nnflennium bug, 
even though they risk a hefty fine. 
V So far; about 65 per cent of the 
■9,500 firms sent the forms by the 
Solicitors Indemnity Fund (SIF), 

which provides solicitors with com- 
pulsory professional indemnity in- 
surance, have returned then. 

Reminder letters are to be sent 
out shortly to the rest, as the fond 
i needs to assess its potential expo- 
j sure to miUeimmm-related claims 
before it decides what the contri- 
butions should be for the year from 
September 1999. 

The questionnaires wan. sent 
out in December in response to last 
summer’s decision by Lord WboI£ 
the Master of the BoDs, that SIF, un- 
like most other insurers, Would 
have to cover any claims against 
firms arising from year 2000 danns. 

Solicitors are likely to be ex- 
posed on two fronts: fay failure with- 
. in their own systems leading, for 
instance, to missed court deadlin e s, 
and by failure to tafceaccountofY2K 
1 problems when advising clients - a 
firm bang takeover might torn out 
not to be millennium-compliant. 

SIF, unhappy that the profession 
as a whole should foot toe bill for 
tiMjsefiimswtddihave failed to take- 
reasonable precautions, decided to 
find out just what measures firms 
have talmas a way of determining 


exposure. SIF rules impose an oblig- 
ation on practitioners to ensure 
that all computer systems which 
they use or rely on are Y2K compli- 
ant and that appropriate advice Is 
given where Y2K issues arise. If 
those obligations are not met, the 
fund has a discretion to daw back 
part or all of any claims it meets. 

Finns which do not return toe 
questionnaire could have to pay a 
“penalty attribution" of a minimum 
of £3,000, or 10 per cent of this 
year’s insurance premium if it is 
more than £30,000. The answers, or 
lack of response, could also influence 
how much the SIF will recover if a 
firm is subject to a cla im . 

However; the definition of Y3K 
compliance in the questionnaire’s 
notes h«g run into problems with the 
British Standards Institution (BSD. 
The SIF version amends the ac- 
cepted BSI definition, and the in- 
stitution has suggested the fund 
should withdraw the questionnaire 
because it is concerned that solici- 
tors may refy on the amended def- 
inition when gi ving advice to clients. 

SIF spokeswoman Sharon Bolton 
said: “We would be equally con- 
cerned if we felt solicitors were re- 
tying on the amended version when 
giving advice to clients. That was 
never the intention behind the 
amendment. Our objective was sim- 
ply tn riari ty mir guidance notes and 

we are in discussion with the BSI to 

see how those concerns can be ad- 


dressed." She said the whole insur- 
ance industry was still “feeling its 
way” about the millennium issue. 
The fund had not yet received any 
Y2K-reIa£ed claims but sairf- “We 
have to seta contribution and to do 
that we need information. If we can 
give a message, it is that we want 
these forms back. It is in your own 
interests as much as in ours." 

There has been uncertainty over 
the future of the fund. Its monopoly 
is being challenged from within the 


profession, despite the decision by 
the Law Society earlier this month 
that it should stay to guarantee 
consumer protection. 

Ms Bolton said: “It would be a 
nonsense not to send the form back 
because of some possible litigation 
about the fond in the future. The 
millennium issue is not going to go 
away." 

SIF is still considering how it 
should raise the money to pay for any 
millennium-related claims. One way 


would be through an added per- 
centage put onto the contributions 
paid by the profession as a whole. 

“Another way would be to put a 
higher deductible, or excess, on 
millennium-related claims, accord- 
ing to a firms gross fees, regardless 
of how prepared they are. This 
would make the process more pre- 
cise and would not preclude us 
from using our powers to recoup 
greater proportions of claims if we 
felt a firm had been negligent. How- 


HOW TO PROTECT AGAINST MILLENNIUM CLAIMS 


There are practical steps that 
solicitors should be taking to 
protect themselves against 
claims that are related to the 
millennium bug. 

The Solicitors’ Indemnity 
FUnd rules impose extensive 
obligations on solicitors to take 
Y2K into account in all matters 
when advising clients. 

Firms should ensure that 
their staff, particularly those 
dealing with transactional work, 
are fofly briefed on toe problem. 

When it comes to solicitors' 
own systems, audits should have 
been completed or at least be 
well underway. If not, firms will 
have to prioritise toe work 
because time is running out 


That means looking at the 
systems which will cause the 
most problems if they fail - word 
processors, telephones, account 
systems, debt collection 
programmes, case management 
systems. It is also important to 
check the computer systems 
covering the building itself - 
security, lifts, and air 
conditioning are all at risk. 

Adam Taylor of Withers said: 
“There is no time left to haggle 
with landlords or computer 
suppliers over liability. The work 
has to be done now. However it 
is also very important to protect 
yourself in case you need to take 
action later. Fbr example, check 
legal time limits on bringing a 


claim as these could run out 

before 2,000. 

"In many cases, suppliers are 
offering Y2K upgrades, 
frequently at a price and 
frequently at a very high price. 
There may be a case to say the 
user shouldn't pay for those 
upgrades because they were not 
supplied with a satisfactory 
system in the first place. 

"You may have to go ahead 
and get the. upgrade but, at the 
same time, reserve your rights 
under your existing contract so 
you are not acquiescing in any 
breach of contract there may 
have been. 

‘‘But. remember, the priority 
has to be achieving compliance." 


ever using higher deductibles in this 
way would require a change to the 
rules," Ms Bolton added. 

Barristers have to insure them- 
selves through the Bar Mutual 
Indemnity Rind. Stephen Hockman, 
QC, chairman of the Bar Council’s 
practice, management and 
development committee, said there 
were no plans for higher contribu- 
tions or deductibles. 

“We have been working in dose 
collaboration with the two main 
software providers to chambers. 
Since it is in the suppliers’ as well 
as chambers’ interests to achieve 
any updating, we are fairly confident 
that the necessary arrangements 
are in place.” 

Adam Taylor, a partner at 
Withers, specialises in legal aspects 
ofY2K He found SIF’s questionnaire 
“tricky". While it was difficult 
drawing up a questionnaire to suit 
everyone from a one-man band to a 
big City law firm, he felt some of the 
questions were undear and the 
options for answers were limited. 

“There was no scope for expla- 
nation. I wonder how dear a picture 
it is going to give," he said. 

Mr Taylor believed claims against 
solidtors would centre on when 
they should reasonably have been 
aware of Y2K issues and taken 
them into account That date would 
have to be set by test cases but was 
likely to be some point in 1997 when 
millennium issues started receiving 


extensive media coverage. Mr 
Taylor said cases were starting to 
come to court in the US, but he 
would advise clients here to consider 
other ways of resolving any disputes 
- such as mediation - as a way of 
keeping time and costs down, while 
at the same time protecting their 
legal position. 

CEDR, the Centre for Dispute 
Resolution, launched its Millennium 
Accord initiative in December, with 
the emphasis on “timely dispute 
prevention rather than retrospective 
redress*’. It has alreatty successful- 
ly acted as mediator in two millen- 
nium disputes. 

In one case, a company was suing 
a supplier after it turned out that it 
had been sold software which was 
not Y2K compliant There was £40m 
at stake. 

The two parties settled after two 
and a half days of mediation. They’ 
had previously spent 16 months in 
litigation. The cost of CEDR’s ser- 
vices was £18,750 per party, with the 
defendant estimating a financial 
saving of between £750,000 and 
£1 .5m and a six-month saving in se- 
nior management time. 

Taylor said: “I don’t think solici- 
tors are more vulnerable than any 
other professions to Y2K claims. 
However, there is definitely a 
potential exposure for those who do 
not take Y2K into account when they 
advise clients. There are no excuses 
for that now” 
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MORE OPPORTUNITIES 
THAN ANY OTHER 
GRADUATE RECRUITER 

Accountancy - Business Analysis 
Insurance - Computing - HR 
Sales & Marketing - Administration 

For over 1,000 vacancies visit our web site or call 
bo request an application form. 


I Brook Sireci has been die leading forte in rhe 

3 'ovment Industry for over 50 vises. We are currently 
ng to cmplov graduates to join our network or high 
j street branches as Recruitment Consultants 
If you can think on your feet are bright energetic and 
enthusiastic with excellent communication and 
interpersonal skills, a career in recruitment may be just 
ivhar you're looking for. 

We offer comprehensive training with on-going 

development, and unlimited earnings potential. 

Consider a career in recruitment. It will give you a new 
concept of sales. 

For further information and an application pack, 
please contact Ava Pinnock- Hartley or Sylvia Partridge 
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f We are one of the UK’s fastest expanding 
financial services organisations. We are 
looking for determined, successful and 
ambitious people, aged 25-35. who can 
recognise and take advantage of a highly 
rewarding career, an income that truly 
i reflects your abilities, first class training and 
\ excellent prospects for early promotion. If y 
\ vou wisn to be considered, please ring / 

X. NEIL LEMON 
\J)171 576 7450 ^ 
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introducing Europe’s most 
dynamic IT contracts site 
contracts36S.com. 

Call now for more information 
on 0171 493 1997 or email 
frontdesk @corrtracts365.com 


:USt iT liiSf contfdcls 


Gain an 
unfair 
advantage 




Oak Leaf 

Health & Leisure 


Web: www.oak-leaf-mediaco.uk 
Email: info@oak-leaf-media.co.uk 

SALES CONSULTANTS 
REQUIRED IN ALL AREAS 
CALL 0151 709 0107 i 

- J 

Don't be a candidate number. 
For a one to one service call 
now. You'll notice the difference!* 

THE LINGFIELD 
CONSULTANCY 

♦♦♦ 

Vigilant House * 1 20 Wilton Road 

♦ London SW1V 1JZ ♦ 

♦ Phone: 0171-808 7136 ♦ 

♦ Fax: 0171-808 7137 ♦ 

♦ Email: lingfield@hotmail.com ♦ 


IT Recruitment specialists for 
London's Financial Markets 


T: 0171 739 5500 
F: 0171 739 0020 

e-mail: infotaastoncarter.co.uk 
web: www.astonearter.co.uk 


GRADUATE RECRUITMENT 
CONSULTANCY 
cJtfOk 

Young, dynamic, rapidly growing recruitment 
sectors are seeking ambitious, outgoing, money- 
hungry graduates with sales or reouitment 
experience. 

If you want to earn in excess of 40k this year 
then . . . 

Call Catharine, Gaiy or Michele on: 0171 439 1345. 
MRA Rec Cons 

II Golden Square. London W1 


Enterprise House. Ocean '/Stage. Southampton 
Tele 01703 334780 Fa.«- 01703 225529 
e-mail d cla/den<^pi eferredkdco uk 
web preferi cdfid tout 

£19,000 + Benefits 
GRADUATE WITH BSc (Hons) First/2:i 
in Computer Related Degree 

C O* Java. Visual Base in Southampton 
[ Call and ask for David Clayden 


*2€/€USen£ao- 


Recruitment 


We need to talk to you H you want to be an 

• Independent Financial Adviser 

• Sales Manager DSF or IFA 

• Bancassurance Financial Adviser 

• Pensions Review Specialist 

• Paraplanner 

• Personal Assistant 

Telephone 0127 584 5748 
Together We Can Make A Difference* 



Resource Services 

IT RECRITTMENT (UK) 


ESTABLISHED I DISTINCT MARKET FOCUS ! YEAR ON YEAR PROFITABILITY 
NATIONAL COVERAGE I MAJOR TWO YEAR EXPANSION STRATEGY 


For those wishing lo know mote about making first step 
into recruitment ot if you are experienced and looking for 
a change to something better please contact us at 


Specialising in Permanent and 
Contract Vacancies Nationwide! 

Positions always available for Serxice Management , CISCO/BAY 
Technicians , DEC Engineers , NT! NOVELL Consultants , Technical 
Support staff] PC and Peripheral repair engineers and many more! 

TEL: 01923 202019 FAX: 01923 43743 
EMAIL:recruit@resourceservices.co.ifk 


H|9 Etorthe ^ ^ 

pH High-Tech 
ISoftware & Hardwire R&D 
Opportunities 
lwww.ecmsel.co.uk 

i or caB 01638 742244 quoting reft 168a 

1 ECM SELECTION LTD 

rMTSforiff 

www.jobworld.co.uk 

Thousands of IT, business 
and finance vacancies 

email: join@jobworld.co.uk 

vnu new media 

LEAGUE FINANCIAL ADVISB RS~ 

QUALITY NOT QUANTITY 

So you're the best in your field here... ever 

considered going effsboref 

The Touiry Law Group need no introduction, the 
name for over 40 years has been synonymous with 
quality. Their offshore operation, Towry Law 
International are now seeking top-level Financial 
Advisers to service their expanding client bases in 
Africa, Europe, the Middle-East and Far-East. 

You will need to have a proven track record, be 
ambitious and willing to work bard to be the best! 
An attractive salary and commission structure 
(first year OTE S60K+), travel allowance, full 
training and administrative support, and the 
opportunity for career advancement within a blue 
chip public limited compary, will be rewarded to 
successful candidates. 

If you wish to make a career commitment by 
Joining a Leader in their field, please telephone or 
submit your CV. ux- 
Sonla AGckftediCCh, Managing Director, 

IbrUNet Recruitment and Training, 

P.O-Boac 31, Kntinlingti.nl, 

Woodbrkige, Suffolk, IJ*13 9JZ- 
Tel: (Ini +44 1(0)1728 724643 
fas(Int+44X0)I728 724058 
E-Mail: 


Opportunities in 

Accountancy Banking Law IT 

Loodn. Leads Nottingham 

01715830073 01132314545 01159586777 

Blmdagliaai Maactoutef Stoagk 

01216314211 01618333625 01753554155 


Croydon 


MBtnn Keynes Watford 


01816866337 01906632222 01923220909 
www.badenodiandctark.coni 

MV BADEISKXHS. CLARK 




ION 

CE 


A LET 


Depression Alliance is a rapidly growing charity providing 
information, advice and support to people with depression 
and their carers. As part of this development 
we are looking to appoint a 

GROUPS TRAINER 

37 Vi hours per week salary £25,000 p-a. 
Job-share considered 

We need an energetic, motivated individual for this challenging new 
post, to support and train self-help group organisers in England. 

The main role is to forward the personal development of our 
voluntary group organisers, who have all experienced depression. 
We are seeking a person with previous experience of the voluntary 
sector, able to demonstrate excellent communication skills and with 
a knowledge of mental health issues. The post will initially be Tor 
three years. 

GROUPS ADMINISTRATOR 

22'a hours per week salary £8,500 p.a. 

The rapid development of our groups network has precipitated a 
new post to support our groups co-ordinators. The main role is to 
support our network of group organisers by providing 
administrative back-up at our head office, we are seeking a person 
with good communications and organisational skills, some office 
experience and an interest in mental health. 

For furtlier details of both the posts above and an application 
form, send a AA SAE to: 

The Director, Depression Alliance, 

35 Westminster Bridge Road, London SE1 7JB. 

The closing date is 26th ApriL 


The University of Reading 

Department of Economics ^ 

Lectureship in Marketing Management 

Lecturer A £16,655 *£21,815 
Management and Business Studies at Reading University gained a 5 in the 
1996 RAE We are now seeking to further develop our strengths by the 
appointment of a well qualified and enthusiastic researcher qualified in any 
area of Marketing Management including market research and computer 
modelling, new product development, consumer behaviour, international 
marketing and marketing strategy. We would also welcome applications by 
candidates with a strong research orientation in business or management 
wishing to develop interests in the marketing area, or those with art interest 
in the use of quantitative or computing techniques. You will join a stimulating 
and pluralist intellectual environment with strong research interests in 
international business, entrepreneurship and management studies. 

Candidates should be able to demonstrate research excellence in their 
particular field and will be expected to teach marketing at the 
undergraduate and postgraduate level and contribute to teaching in at 
least one other area within the department 

You will be expected totake up the post by September 1 999. US5 benefits apply. 

Apply for further particulars and application form to the Personnel Office, 
The University of Reading, Whiteknights, PO Box 21 7, Reading RC6 6AH. 
TeL 0118 931 6771 (answerphone). E-maifc Personnel®readingjc.ufc 
giving name and full address. Candidates are encouraged to discuss any 
aspects of the post with Professor Jim Pemberton, Head of Department 
Telephone 0118 931 8124, e-mail: J.Pemberton@reading.aaik Details 
of the department are available on http://www.reading.econ.ac.uk 
Closing date 6 May 1 999. Please quote Reference number AC9907. 


Peterborough City Council employs over 5,500 people and provides an local 
government services in Peterborough and the surrounding villages - including 
education, social services, trading standards, planning, libraries and leisure facilities. 
We aim to deliver high quality, cost effective public sendees to 165,000 people in the 
area. 

PslertHJ/ui/ 0 /i is a vibrant city with colourful heritage ottenng an attractive lifestyle and 
extensive amenities both social and cultural, its central position offers the opportunity 
to explore a rich variety of locations ■ whether it be unspoilt countryside, historic 
market towns or smalt villages. Situated /ust off the Ai. there is excellent access by 
ro3d and London is also only 52 minutes awav by train. 

SENIOR QUANTITY SURVEYOR 

Salary: £25.245 -£27,183 p.a. 

• Highly computer literate • Capital project management 
• Ability to meet deadlines 

You will be able to prepare building maintenance and appointment contracts. You will 
supervise and monitor stall to meet deadlines. 

You win be able to prepare capital project briefs and cost plans. Effective written and oral 
communication skflls and negotiation drills are essential when dealing with other departments 
and the Consultancy. 

This post Is not suitable for iob-sban. 

For a job pack please contact Corporate Services. Pel ertw rough City Cooncil, Town Hall. 
Bridge Street, Peterborough PEI 1HR. Telephone: (Q1733) 452564 (24 hour answerpboie) 
quoting |ob reference CPO04. 

Closing date for receipt of apptteatioas Is Thursday 22 April 1999. 

Relocation expenses are anBable together with other benefits which Incioie 
generous annual leave and flexi-time working. 


PETERBOROUGH 


CITY COUNCIL 


PETERBOROUGH CITY COUNCIL IS AN 
EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES EMPLOYER. 


~ l;o Jori reel joi/ 


.'ourssi: too.! 


■ ^ • ir " y° :j ’ r ~ striving so get out of the hole yc; 

' you'll benefit from cur speci-tlis: 3nd unbiased advice. We 
specialise in recruitment for rhs Prcpcrcy r.r.d Financial Se -vices 



industries r.nd 


>3r.ics. in this field 
improve^- 

: te better 


pay. a gOogrcphrioJ relocation, cr sm 
W fo r - -jie work 'cad you undertake every day. Whatever ycur 
/ reasons ler feeling you need to move, we can help. 

W With Regional Consultants covering the country, fa!! cf 
whom have previously ••verked in the property industry), we 
orer the most comprehensive service available n the C.K. 

*ve rave ovc r j U 'j vacancies .avru :;i c every mo— cn a — d cu— 
service is cor.fi denba' and "res cf charge to ali candidates. 
Previous experience is not esse non'. 

A s;i-p'.u phone ca'I -s d! you need to scam the process.. .of 
vour extraction: 


FREEPHONE 0800 244D44 

Web Site: vvmvA. Irx. rr. ce d . 'o rce 9 . c c. c !< 


^roduate Trainee - Research Exec 


The Mirror Group is looking for a graduate to work within its 
advertisement marketing department The successful candidate 
will be part of a team working closely with the advertisement 
sales department to provide research, information and material 
for presentations to support our sales force in their 
negotiations with advertising agencies and clients. 


Key requirements For. the role are: 

A high degree of numeracy 

A lateral and creative approach to problem solving 

Computer literacy - experience of PowerPoint would be an advantage 

The ability to work well within a fast moving environment 


In addition the candidate will have an outgoing personality 
as well as a committed and focused attitude towards work. 


Please send your cv to: Shc'agh D riccoil, Advertisement Deportment 
Mirror Group Newspapers.. One Canada Square, Canary Wharf 
onden Ei4 5A P cr em;:ii j pulostcn mcjn.co.uk 



Mirror Group" 


requires an 
Eastern European 
co-ordinator 

to control ail TIR traffic. 
Successful applicant must 
speak fluent English and 
Romanian with graduate 
level qualifications. 

A knowledge of customs i 
clearance procedures 
and experience in a 
TIR environment essential. 


Due to expansion a unique opportunity has arisen for a 
bright, motivated and experienced Advertising Sales 
Executive. 

We publish a ranee of leading weekly, fortnightly, 
monthly and annual titles and the position is primarily 
tsorldng on a croup of Pet and Veterinary jJTUiaied 
publications with potential for progression. 

We offer an excellent working environment, a good salary, 
plus commission and full training. If you feel you have the 
ability to succeed os part of our sociable team, please 
telephone 

Moira McManus, our 0171 87B 231 1, or write Uk 
TC Scoff Sc Sob LM, 10 Savoy Street. London WOE 


Chartering 

Broker 

Harrow based ship brokers is seeking 
energetic broker with experience of 
handy/handym ax for dry-cargo markets. 
Respective candidates must be degree 
qualified with at least 4-5 years 
experience. Good remuneration In 
accordance with experience. 

Apply to: Costa toannides. Oasis Shipping 
(UK) Ltd, No. 9 Churchill Court, 58 Station 
Road, North Harrow. Middlesex HA2 7SA. 


n Various Locations £16k to £22k 

jpean Are you due to graduate in an Engineering 

tor discipline, e.g. Electronics, Computer Science 

\ traffic Mathematics, or Physics? We can help you firid 

i"et *° ur ,deal first career move. We are now 
Jam must experiencing an increased number of new 

llish and ^Z C ^JZ 1999 s raduates . you owe it 

iraril latp after years ^ hard Studying to 

^ COme 3Ware ° f what is ay ai'aWe to you. Our 
bOnS. service to you is free, you simply need to 

^UStOmS "T 10 dteCuss ^cancies. or 

orli iroc Wnte ' fax/Em an your evtous. 

SUUl Contact: Paul Slough 

6 in ft Telephone: 01442 870770 

essential. Fax ' 01442 579779 

SSf* cv, ®i onesf o , jobs.com 

Wi5b: Www -jonesfor]obs.com 

MimM 

ooxwei1 Roa<j . Berkhamsted, Herts. HP4 1AA. 

Editorial Assistants 

required for leading national hnmp 
Applicants must be energetic and erJhS-'^L 
excellent English sfolls cViTooo^ ^ 

Also fantastic opportunities for ambitious deputies 

Please send CV with your feature w*-, *_ . 

interview to: Luke y patten at E^ntiaftShii m i^' me 

« a* Hill. ■«gSSg r l 2gfgjf- 

Closing date 16th Aoril. looo 

Home Style, Essential KBB, Porfod Z 

The Kttctien Specialist are tides of ^ ™* g3Zine and 

Essential 

*■ ' — — publishing Ud. 
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THE INFORMATION 



CINEMA • THEATRE • EXHIBITIONS • MUSIC ■ DANCE • LITERATURE > COMEDY ■ EVENTS • TV &. RADIO 


* 


New Films 


BEYOND SILENCE (12) 

Director: Caroline Link 
Starring: Sylvie Testud, Howie Seago 
Caroline link’s fine domestic drama (Oscar- 
nominated in 1997) revolves around the dynamics 
of the uncommon German household headed by 
abte^fodied Lara (played by Ifctjaoa IHeb as a 
child, Sylvie Testud as an adult), who acts as a 
representative for her deaf mum and dad 
lEhnmanueUe Laborit, Bowie Seago). Unshowy 
acting and a keen eye for telling detail help to keep 
the sentiment at bay. 

West find’ ABC Swiss Centre 

BLAST FROM THE PAST fl2) 

Director. Hugh Wilson 

Starring: Brendan Fraser. Alicia Silversfone, Sissy 
Spacek, Christopher Walken 
Less a blast than a faint pop, Hugh Wilson's 
workmanlike Cold War satire sees Brendan 
Fraser’s last American man (called Adam, 
natch) emerging from the nuclear bunker that 
jMs parents (Christopher Walken, Sissy Spacek) 
^aad holed up in during the Cuban Missile 
Crisis. Trouble is, of course, that the Bomb 
didn’t get dropped, and California is still there 
(albeit in radically altered form). So off goes 
bewildered Adam through this brave new 
world, soon finding a sassy Eve in Alicia 
Silvers tone’s knowing Valley Girl as a decent 
set-up nosedives into brash predictability. 

West find- Virgin Trocadero. And local 
cinemas 

THE NIGHT OF THE HUNTER (12) 

Director Charles Laughton 
Starring: Robert Mitchum 
Conceived by its creator as “a ni ghtmarish sort 
of Mother Goose tale”. Charles Laughton’s 1955 
drama (his only stab at directing) proved 
altogether too rich and strange a brew for the 
neat, Formica tastes of McCarthy era USA. 
Now an acknowledged classic. The Night of the 
Hunter hinges on a legendary bit of screen 
villainy from Robert Mitchum as the tale's 
murderous preacher LOVE and HATE 
tattooed across his knuckles, and chasing two 
imperilled orphans (Billy Chapin, Jane Bruce) 
into the arms of Lillian Gish’s saintly fairy- 
godmother: What might have been a run-of-the- 
mill thriller is conjured into the realms of 
fcrtasy by Laughton's skewed chikfs-eye 
vAron, his Old Testament bombast and a ripe 
storybook style best evidenced in the kids’ 
otherworldly trip downrivec This is a haunting, 
wholly u nique th ing; a mescal lullaby sung over 
an empty crib. _ 

West End: Curzon Soho . Repertory: The 
Pullman Everyman 


PLUNKETT AND MACLEANE (15) 

Director: Jake Scott 

Starring: Robert Cartyle. Jonny Lee Miller 
Plunkett and Madeane i Carlyle and Lee 
Miller) are rakish Dick Turpins cutting a dash 
through 18th-century society. They rob the rich 
and keep the loot Plunkett packs a pistol and 
scowls a lot Madeane romances a shapely 
debutante (Liv Tyler). Their adventures came 
choreographed to a thrumming techno beat 
And yet beneath all the powder, the frills, the 
ruffles and the wigs, Plunkett and Madeane is 
a pretty plain-looking customer, shuffling along 
on a puny prop of a plotline that gets 
increasingly bent out of shape. As a substitute, 
director Jake Ison of Ridley) offers noise, 
colour and virtuouso pop-promo visuals, while 
leaning heavily on the winning chemistry 
between his two stars (re-united from 
Trainspotting i. Ultimately it's Carlyle and Lee 
Miller that keep it palatable. 

West End- ABC Tottenham Court Road. 
Clapham Picture House, Netting Hill Coronet. 
Odeon Camden Tenon, Odeon Kensington. 
Odeon Leicester Square, Odeon Marble 
Arch, Odeon Stoiss Cottage, Ritzy Cinema 
UCI Whiteleys. Virgin Fulham Road. And 
local cinemas 

TEA WITH MUSSOLINI (PG) 

Director. Franco Zettirelli 

Starring: Maggie Smith. Joan Plowright. Judi 

Dench, Cher 

Zeffirelli’s clearly been at the Chianti again. His 
Tea with Mussolini is a typically squiffy and 
loquacious affair, ambling around the houses 
dining its tale of three dotty Brits (Maggie 
Smith, Judi Dench, Joan Plowright) adrift in 
Mussolini-era Tuscany. One senses that some- 
where deep down in his consciousness, Zef has 
some points to make about fascism, and about 
the contrast between British fortitude and 
Yhnkee grit (represented by Cher’s vital 
American vamp). But just as he seems to be 
nearing some thematic breakthrough. Tea With 
Mussolini turns all syrupy again. The scenery 
slips into a golden haze. The dialogue turns 
slurred and drippiiy incontinent The acting 
goes off into a series of mannered tics: the 
starts, twitches and adjustments of a body 
already half-asleep. 

West End: Barbican Screen, Empire Leicester 
Square, Odeon Kensington, Odeon Swiss Cot- 
tage , UCI Whiteleys. Local • Edmonton Lee 
Valley UCI 12, Hampstead ABC. Richmond 
Odeon Studio, Streatham ABC. Sutton UCI 6. 
UCI Surrey Quays 


Xan Brooks 




General Release 


AFFLICTION (15) 

See The Independent Recommends, above. 
Wert End : ABC Piccadilly 

AMERICAN HISTORY X (18) 

A liberal essay on right-wing fanaticism, this 
nonetheless indulges in some dubious Nazi chic 
as it charts the mcffalsBde and coovea^ion of a blue- 
collar radst (Edward NorhMO.WfertEYidjCltgjbam 

Picture House, Odeon Canute n Tenon, Odeon 
Kensington, Odeon Swiss Ccetage,Rttzy Cinema, 
UCI Whiteleys, Virgin Chelsea, Virgin Haymar- 
ket,WarnerViBageWedErvdAndlocalcmemas 

APRILE (12) 

Aprile freewheels through three years in Italian 
politics. Impossible to pigeonhole, with its 
f&list/absiu’dist rhythms, it bows out with a finale 
that’s both ridiculous and charming. West End 
Metro. Renoir 

ARLINGTON ROAD (15) 

Mark Fellington’s paranoia thriller sees Jeff 
Bridges’ college professor becoming suspicious 
about his “respectable" neighbour (Tim Robbins). 
Peffingtonis big on skewed camera angles, yet rings 
too few changes in his film’s familiar territory Efest 
End- ABC Shaftesbury Avenue, Odeon Swiss 
Cottage, Plaza, UCI Whiteleys, Virgin Chelsea, 
Virgin Trocadero, Warner Village West End. 
And local cinemas 

AN AUTUMN TALE 
(CONTE D’AUTOMNE) OJ) 

The final part of Eric Rohmer's Tales of the Four 
Seasons is at once airily elegiac and as warm as 
sunshine. Magali (Beatrice Romand) gets ushered 
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St her up with eligible men. West find: Barbican 
Screen, Chelsea Cinema, Cwrzon Soho, Renoir. 

Repertory: Phoenix Cinema 

CENTRAL STATION (15) 

A road-movie of sorts. Central Station trails 
Fernanda Montenegro’s retired schoolmans and 
her abandoned nine-year-old charge an a hunt for 
the boy's missing father. West find’ Cwrzon 
Mayfair, Renoir, Ritzy Cinema Screen 
Street Repertory: Watermans Arts Centre 

FESTEN (THE CELEBRATION) (15> 

See The Independent Recommends, above. Wfert 
find- ABC Ponton Street, Curzon Soho 

GODS AND MONSTERS (15) 

See ThebidependerttRetxmmmde, above. Hfest 
find.- ABC Ibttenhom Court Road, Clapham 
Picture House, Curzon Soho, Gale Nottmg Hilly 
Screen on the Hill, Virgin Fulham Road 
jtyocak New Stratford Picture House' 

' LIFE IS BEAUTIFUL (LA VTTA E BELLA) (PG) 
In Roberto Benigni’s Oscarwinning comedy, the 
writer-director takes centre stage as a clowning 
Jewish bookseller in fascist Italy: Sent to a death- 
camp, he strives to convince bis son that it’s all 
no more than an eccentric game. West Bind: ABC 
Swiss Centre, Empire Leicester Square, Curzon 
Mmema, Odeon Kensington, Odeon Mezzanine, 
Ritzy Cinema, Screen on Baker Street, Screen 


on the Green, UCI Whiteleys, Virgin Chelsea, 
Virgin Haymarket Repertory: Phoenix Cinema. 
And local cinemas 

MIGHTY JOE (PG) 

Disposable Disney fluff - King Kong with a smile 
- with a ready charm that’s hard to dislike. West 
End Odeon Kensington, Odeon Marble Arch. 
Odeon Swiss Cottage. Odeon west End, UCI 
Whiteleys, Virgin Chelsea. And local cinemas 

PAYBACK (18) 

Rumbling revenge thriller that sends its double 
crossed-and-Ieft-for-dead anti-hero (Mel Gibson) 
on a mission to retrieve the money he’s owned and 
to get even into the bargain. Wert End: ABC 
Tottenham Court Road, Odeon Camden Town. 
Odeon Kensington, Odeon Marble Arch, Odeon 
Suriss Cottage, UCI Whiteleys . Virgin Fulham 
Road, Virgin Trocadero. Warner Village West Bind. 
And local cinemas 

PLEASANTVILLE (12) 

See The Independent Recommends, above. Wfest 
End Odeon CamxIenIbwn.Odeon Suhss Cottage. 
Plaza, Ritzy Cinema, Virgin Hayrnarket, Warner 
Village West End. And local cinemas 

THE RUGRATS MOVIE (U) 

Given Ihe small-screen success of the ’rats (cartoon 
toddlers), a feature-length foray was always in the 
offing: Neatly timed for the Easter hols. West End : 
Odeon Marble Arch, Plaza, Ritzy Cinema, UCI 
Whiteleys, Virgin Chelsea, Virgin Trocadero, 
Warner Village West End. And local cinemas 

SHAKESPEARE IN LOVE (15) 

See ThelndependemRecommends, above. West 
End: Empire Leicester Square. Odeon Kensing- 
ton , Odeon Marble Arch, Odeon Swiss Cottage, 
Ritzy Cinema, UCI Whiteleys, Virgin Fulham 
Road, Virgin Trocadero. And local cinemas 

THE THIN RED LINE (15) 

Terrence Malick’s long-awaited return to the 
(firector’schafrisafebulous.feversli^c^warfilm 
A cast of familiar faces play determined 
second fiddle to The Thin Red Line's creeping 
narcotic mood. West End : Odeon Marble Arch, 
Odeon Mezzanine, UCI Whiteleys, Virgin Fulham 
Road, Haymarket And local cinemas 

THIS YEAR’S LOVE (18) 

A cast of Britain’s finest (Kathy Burke, Ian 
Hart, Douglas Henshall et al) weave to and fro 
through David Kane’s Camden-set essay on 
urban romance. West End : Odeon Camden 
Town. Odeon Haymarket, Ritzy Cinema. 
And load cinemas 

WAKING NED (PG) 

Good news: Ned, a salt-of-tbe-earth resident of 
Tullyinore has won the lottery. Bad news: Ned is 
dead. Cue a rattle-bag of comedic misadventures 
as two local scallywags scheme to get their paws 
on the loot West End: Clapham Picture House. 

Odeon CamdenTbwn,Odam Kensington, Odeon 

Marble Arch, Odeon Swiss Cottage, Odeon West 
End, Ritzy Cinema, Vfrptn Chelsea. Repertory: 
Watermans Arts Centre. And local cinemas 


The Independent Recommends 

THE FIVE BEST FILMS THE FIVE BEST PLAYS THE FIVE BEST SHOWS 



Gods and Monsters (1 5) 

A droll speculation on the last 
days of 1930s horror auteur James 
Whale (Ian McKellen, right), who 
is magnetised by the form of his 
gardener (Brendan Fraser). 
Director BUI Condon won an 
Oscar for Best Adapted Screenplay. 


Pleasantville (12) 

TWo Nineties teenagers are "sucked” into the world of 
a favourite Fifties sitcom and begin to exert a 
dramatic influence on its conformist black-and-white 
idyll. A witty parable about prejudice and change. 

Festen (15) 

Danish director Thomas Vinlerbcrg's superlaihe black 
comedy centres on the 60th birthday of a family 
patriarch who finds himself at the heart of dark secrets 
that unexpectedly emerge. 

Affliction (15) 

Paul Schrader's bleak. Oscar-winning study in 
fatherhood and fatalism stars Nick Nolle as a m;in 
struggling to escape the influence of his violent dad - 
James Cohum (Best Supporting Actor). 

Shakespeare In Love (15) 

This enjoyable. Oscar-laden historical romp suggests 
how romance fired Shakespeare with (he inspiration tor 
Romeo and Juliet. Joseph Hermes and Gwyneth Paltrow 
(Bcsi Actress) head an impressive casL 

ANTHONY Ql'lNN 



Good (Donmar 
Warehouse. London) 
Starring Charles Dance, 

CP Taylor's play l right) about 
accommodations with conscience 
is revived in an immaculate and 
sensitive production by Michael 
Grand age. To 22 May 


Gross Indecency 

(Gielgud Theatre. London) 

The artfully fractured form of Moiscs Kaufman’s 
compelling play about Oscar Wilde manages to 
present the writer - man and symbol - in all his 
complex coni rad iaoriness. Booking to 5 Jun 

The Late Middle Classes 

(Palace Theatre, Watford) 

The fruitful collaboration between Simon Gray and 
Harold Pimer continues with the latter's production 
of Grays dark comedy set in 1950s England. To 10 Apr 

Volpone (Swan Theatre, Stratford) 

Comedies don't come any funnier or more astringent 
than Ben Jonson’s brilliant dissection of avaricious, 
over-reaching egotism. To 9 Oei 

Troilus and Cressida 

(Olivier. NT, London) 

This play and (his theatre are made for each other, a 
fact proved by the masterly sweep of Trevor Nunn's 
production. To 19 May 

Paul Taylor 


Jackson Pollock (Tate Gallery) 

Big. revelatory retrospective for the wild hero of 
Abstract Expressionism (going on Old Master), 
legendary for his great drip paintings, but virtually 
unshown here for 40 years. To 6 Jun 

Portraits by Ingres (National Gallery) 

Some of the smartest, most intense portraiture ever. 
Men as icons of power; women as exquisite melanges of 
flesh and fabric. To 25 Apr 

Henri Mkhaux 

(Whitechapel Gallery) 

He travelled. He wrote. He took drugs. And. inspired by 
grief and mescal in, he created amazing, wobbly bubbly 
wibbly scribbly fine-grain line drawings. To 25. Apr 


Andreas Gursky 

(Dean Gallery, Edinburgh) 
Photographs 1994-9S: huge, 
panoramic, high-finish, micro- 
detailed, digitally manipulated 
images of our world - stock- 
exchange floor, cityscape (right), 
hotel foyer. Vistas of tnoie than 
the eye can see. To 16 May 


Aubrey Beardsley 

(Walker Art Gallery, Liverpool) 

The short and brilliant career of the 1890s aesthete and 
illustrator, with his masterful blacks and whiles and his 
uniquely sinuous, florid line. To JJ Apr 

TOM LUBBOCK 



Cinema 

West End 

ABC PANTON STREET 

(0870-902 0404) «• Piccadilly 
Grcus The 39 Steps (1935 
Version) 1.25pm. 3.30pm. 6 10pm. 
8.45pm Elizabeth 2.15pm. 
5.15pm. 8.10pm Festen 1.15pm. 
3.40pm. 6pm. 8.35pm Hilary and 
Jackie 2.25pm. 5.25pm. 8 20pm 

ABC PICCADILLY 

(0171-437 3561) ^ Piccadilly 
Circus Affliction 1pm, 3.30pm. 
6pm. 8.30pm Your Friends and 
Neighbors 1.35pm. 3.55pm. 

6.15pm, 8.35pm 

ABC SHAFTESBURY AVENUE 

(0870-902 0402) e Leicester 
Square/Tottenham Court Road 
Arlington Road I 05pm. 3.25pm, 
5.45pm, 8.40pm Elizabeth 

1.40pm. 5.15pm. S 20pm 

ABC SWISS CENTRE 

(0870-902 0403) e- Leicester 
Square/FSctadilly Circus Jenseits 
der Sdile 1.40pm. 4.10pm. 

6.30pm. 8.50pm Hideous Kinky 
1.50pm, 4.05pm. 6.15pm. 8 35pm 
La Vie Revee des Anges 1.45pm. 
4.05pm. 6.25pm. 8.40pm La Vita 
h. Bella 7.20pm. 3.45pm. 

6.10pm. 8.40pm 

ABC TOTTENHAM COURT ROAD 

(0870-902 0414) e Tottenham 
Court Road Gods and Monsters 
1.10pm. 3.50pm. 6.55pm. 9.25pm 
Payback l./iSpm. 4.10pm. 6.35pm. 
9.10pm Plunkett and Madeane 
1 ,25pm. 4pm. 6.45pm. 9 35pm 

BARBICAN SCREEN 

(0171-638 8891) O Moorgate 
Conte d'Automne 6.15pm. 
8.40pm Tea with Mussolini 
6.15pm. 8.40pm 

CHELSEA CINEMA 

(0171-351 3742) & Sl&ane Square 
Conte d'Automne 1.35pm. 
3.55pm. 6.25pm. 8.45pm 

CLAPHAM PICTURE HOUSE 

(0171-498 33231 O Clapham 

Common American History X 

I. 45pm, 4.10pm. 6.40pm. 9.10pm 

A Bug’s Life 1.30pm Gods and 
Monsters 2.30pm. 4 45pm. 7pm. 
9.20pm Plunkett and Madeane 
2pm, 4.20pm. 6.50pm. 9pm 

Waking Ned 3.30pm. 5 30pm. 
7.30pm. 9.30pm 

CURZON MAYFAIR 

[0171-369 1720) O Green Park 
Central Station 1 .30pm. 3 45pm. 
6.15pm. 8.45pm 

CURZON MINEMA 

(0171-369 1723) O Hyde Pail. 
Comer/Knightsbridge La Vita 6 
Bella 3pm, 6.30pm. 8.50pm 

CURZON SOHO 

(0171-734 2255 (12noon-6pmjj 
■€► Leicester Squaie/Tottenham 
Court Road Conte d'Automne 
2pm. 4.45pm. 7pm. 9.15pm 
Festen 3pm. 9.30pm Gods and 
Monsters 2 15pm. 4.30pm. 

6.45pm. 9pm Night of the 
Hunter 1pm, 5.15pm. 7.15pm 

EMPIRE LEICESTER SQUARE 

(0990-888990) O Leicester Square 
Shakespeare in Love 12 noon. 
2.45pm. 5.45pm. 8 30pm Tea 
with Mussolini 12.1 5pm. 3pm, 
6pm. 6.45pm La Vita 
t Bella 1 1 ,45am. 2 30pm. 

5.30pm. 8.15pm 

GATE WOTTING HILL 

(0171-727 4043) «■ Netting Hill 
Gate Gods and Monsters 
2pm. 4.20pm. 6.40pm. 9pm 
(+ Short: Grandpa) 

METRO 

(0171-734 15061 e Piccadilly 
GrcusAeiCesier Square Aprile 
3pm. 5pm. 7pm. 9pm Elizabeth 
1pm, 3.30pm. 6pm. 8.30pm 

HOTTING HILL CORONET 

(0171-727 6705) O Netting Hill 
Gate Plunkett and Madeane 
3.30pm. 6pm. 8.50pm 

ODEON CAMDEN TOWN 

(08705-050007) ■©■ Camden Town 
American History X 12.1 5pm. 
2.55pm. 5.40pm. 8 25pm A Bug's 
Life 1!.55am. 1.55pm Payback 

II. 45am. 2.10pm. 4 25pm 

6.40pm, 8.50pm Plunkett and 
Madeane 1 1 .50am. 2 05pm. 

4.20pm, 6.35pm. 8.55pm This 
Yiear's Love 3 45pm. 6 titym. 
8.45pm Waking Ned 12 15pm. 
2.20pm, 4.35pm. 6.45pm. 9pm 


ODEON HAYMARKET 

(08705-050007) e Piccadilly 
Circus This Year’s Love 1.15pm. 
3.40pm. 6.15pm. 8 45pm 

ODEON KENSINGTON 

(08705-050007) e- High Street 
Kensington American History X 

6 30pm. 9 20pm A Bug's Life Tpm 

Mighty Joe 1 05pm. 3.50pm 

Payback 2.05pm. 4 40pm. 

7. 1 5pm. 9 50pm Plunkett and 
Madeane 2pm. 4.30pm. 6 55pm. 
9.2 5pm Shakespeare in Love 
5.55pm. 8 30pm Tea with 

Mussolini 12.50pm. 3 35pm. 

6.25pm. 9.15pm La Vita e 

Bella 3 50pm. 6.35pm. 9.20pm 
VUakmg Ned 2.35pm. 4.55pm. 
7. 1 5pm. 9.35pm 

ODEON LEICESTER SQUARE 

(08705-050007) e Leicester 
Square Plunkett and Madeane 

1.40pm. 4pm. 6 25pm. 8.50pm 

ODEON MARBLE ARCH 

I08705-050Q07! e Marble Arch 
A Bug's Life 12 50pm Mighty 
Joe 1?20pm. 3 20pm Payback 

1 1 5pm. 3 45pm. 6 3'tym. 9 10pm 
Plunkett and Madeane 1 20pm. 
3 50pm. 6 20pm. 9 05pm The 
Rugrats Movie 12 10pm. 2 15pm. 
4.20pm. 6.25pm Shakespeare in 
Love 6 20pm. 9.05pm The Thin 
Red Line 3 I Opm waking Ned 
3.25pm. 6.25pm. S.50pm 

ODEON MEZZANINE 

(08705-050007) o Leicester 
Squire A Bug's Life 1 2.20pm. 

2 25pm. 4 30pm. 6 35pm. 8.45pm 

Elizabeth 12.35pm. 3.05pm. 

5 35pm. 8.20pm Lock. Stock & 
Two Smoking Barrels 1.25pm. 

3 55pm. 6.20pm. 8 45pim The Thin 

Red Line 12.55pm. 4 15pm. 

7 4tipm La Vita e Bella 12 45pm. 
3 20pm. 5pm. 8 40pm 

ODEON SWISS COTTAGE 

(03705-050007) O Swis*. Cottage 
American History X 3pm. 8 7 0pm 
Arlington Road 12.30pm 5 35pm 
A Bug's Life i .30pm Mighty 
Joe 1 2 40pm. 3 20pm Payback 
3 45pm. C 1 5pm. 8.45pm Plunkett 
and Madeane I 1 5pm. 3 45pm. 

6 15pm. 8.50pm Shakespeare in 

Love 5 45pm. 3.25pm Tea 

with Mussolini 12 30pm. 3.10pm 
5 5"pm. 8 30pm waking Ned 


35pm 


Leicesiei 
8 56pm 
3 25pm. 
1 40pm. 


12.20pm. 2 30pm. 

C 46pm 8 55pm 

ODEON WEST END 

(08 7 O5-O50OO 7 ) e 
Square Little Voice 
Mighty Joe 12 55pm. 
0pm Waking Ned 
4 05pm. 6.35pm 


PEPSI IMAX CINEMA 

(ri| 71-494 4153) O Piccadilly 
Linus Blue Planet 12 35pm 
Ewerest 4.45pm, 9.05pm LS - 
The Firsr City in Space (3-D) 
2 40pm. 7pm T-Rex: Back 

to the Cretaceous (3-D) 
11.30am. 1.35pm 3 4upm. 

b.50pm. bpm. 1 0.10pm 

PLAZA 

(0990-883990) ■© Piccadilly Cue us 
Arlington Road 12 30pm. 3 15pm. 
t-pm. S.45pm Patch Adams 9pm 
Pleasantville 12.15pm. 3pm. 

5.45pm. 8.30pm The Rugrats 
Movie 1 2 noon. 2pm. 4pm. 6 3upm 
Saving Private Ryan 12 15pm. 
4.16pm. 7.45pm 

RENOIR 

(01 7 1 -837 8402) O Russell Square 

Aprile 4.40pm, 9pm Conte 
d'Automne 1.35pm. 3 55pm. 

6.25pm. 8.45pm Central Station 
1 ?0pnt, 6 40pm 

RITZY CINEMA 

10171-733 2229) BR.G Brmron 
American History X 2pm. 

4 30pm. 7.05pm. 9 30pm A 

Bug's Life 10.30,1m Central 
Station 2 05pm. 6 50pm Jack 
Frost 10.30am La Vita 6 
Bella 4 20pm. 9 10pm Live 

Flesh 1 pm Plunkett and 
Madeane 12 10pm. 2 25pm. 

4 45pm. 7 05pm. 9.20pm ( + Shot 1 
Anthrakatis) The Rugrats Movie 
10 50am. 12.45pm 2 35pm. 

4 25pm. 6 15pm Shakespeare in 
Love 9 1 5pm Waking Ned 3pm. 
5pm. 7pm. 9pm 

SCREEN ON BAKER STREET 

(0171-935 2772) 0 Baker Sncct 
Central Station 3 50pm. 6 20pm. 
8 46pm La Vita e Bella 3 40pm. 
fi 10pm 8 35pm 

SCREEN ON THE GREEN 

(Ml 7 1 -226 3520) O Angel La Vita 
e Bella 3 20pm. 6pm. 8 36|«m 


SCREEN ON THE HILL 

(0171-435 3366) «■ BelsJze Park 
Gods and Monsters 2.15pm, 
4.25pm. 6.40pm. 8.55pm 

TRICYCLE CINEMA 

I0171-32B 1000) O- Kilbum 

A Bug’s Life 1.30pm, 4pm 
Waking Ned 7pm. 9.15pm 
(+ The Albatross 9.15pm only) 

UCI WHITELEYS 

(0870-603 4567) ■©■ Ekiyswater 
American History X 6.50pm, 
9.35pm Arlington Road 5.50pm. 
9pm A Bug’s Life 10.45am. 1pm 
Madeline 11am Mighty Joe 
12 30pm, 320pm Payback 1.30pm, 
4.10pm. 720pm. 9.45pm Plunkett 
and Madeane 1 1 30am, 2.10pm. 
4.30pm. 7pm. 925pm The 
Rugrats Movie 1 .40pm. 4pm. 
6.10pm Shakespeare in Love 
3.20pm. 6 30pm. 9.15pm Tea with 
Mussolini 12.45pm. 3.30pm. 

6 20pm. 9 10pm The Thin Red 
Line 8 40pm La Vita & Bella 
12.15pm. 3.10pm. 6pm. 8.50pm 

VIRGIN CHELSEA 

10870-907 0710) & Sloane Square 
American History X 6pm. 8.45pm 
Arlington Road 9.15pm A Bug's 
Life 1 1 40am. i .50pm Madeline 
1pm Mighty Joe 12.30pm. 
3.15pm The Rugrats Movie 
11.20am. 1.10pm. 3pm. 4.50pm. 
6.40pm La Vita e Bella 3.55pm. 
6.30pm. 9 10pm Waking Ned 

2 50pm. 4.55pm. 7.15pm. 9.25pm 

VIRGIN FULHAM ROAD 

(087O-307 0711) O Souch 

Kensington Gods and Monsters 
1.20pm. 3.40pm. 6 10pm. 

9pm Payback 1 40pm. 4.10pm. 
6 4iipm. 9 20pm Plunkett 

and Madeane 1 2.1upm. 2 30pm. 

4 50pm. 7.10pm. 9.30pm 

Shakespeare in Love 12.40pm. 

3 3(ipm. 6 10pm. 3.50pm The 
Thin Red Line 1pm. 4 30pm. 
8.20pm You've Got M@iJ 
2 40pm. 5.20pm. 8pm 

VIRGIN HAYMARKET 

(0870-907 0712) O Piccadilly 
Circus American History X 
2 20pm. 6.15pm. 9pm The Thin 
Red Line ipni. 4.30pm. 
3pm La Vita e Bella 3.20pm, 
6 05pm. 3.50pm 

VIRGIN TROCADERO 

(08 1 0-907 0716) Piccadilly 
Circus Arlington Road 12.1 5pm. 
2 50pm. 5.30pm. 8.30pm Blast 
from The Past 1 2.1 5pm. 3pm. 

5 50pm. 8.50pm A Bug's Life 

1 2 05pm. 2 05pm. 4.05pm A 

Night at The Roubury 6.05pm. 
9 20pm Payback 12 20pm. 3pm. 

6 40pm. 8.40pm Pleasantville 

9pm The Rugrats Movie 11.40am. 

1 35pm. 3.30pm. 5.25pm. 7.15pm 
Shakespeare in Love 12noon. 

2 40pm. 5 30pm. 8 20pm You've 
Got Mi3>il 12 10pm. 2 50pm. 

5 40pm. 8 50pm 

WARNER VILLAGE WEST END 

(0171-437 4343| e Leicester 

Square American History X 
12.30pm. 3.15pm. 6 20pm 9pm 
Arlington Road 12.20pm. 3.10pm. 

6 15pm. 9 10pm A Bug’s 

Life 1 1 50am. 2.05pm. 4.20pm 
Madeline 12.40pm The Opposite 
of Sex 2.40pm. 5.05pm. 7.25pm. 
9 45pm Payback 1 1 30am. 1 pm. 
2pm. 3.30pm. 4 30pm. 6pm. 7pm. 

5 30pm. 9 30pm The Rugrats 
Movie i 20pm. 3.20pm. 5.20pm. 
/ 20pm Urban Legend 9.25pm 
You've Got M@il 12.50pm. 3.30pm 

Cinema 

LONDON LOCALS 

ACTON 

PARK ROYAL WARNER VILLAGE 
(0131-8% 0066) 0 Park Royal 
American History X 10.1 0pm 
Arlington Road 7pm. 9.50pm Blast 
from the Past 1pm. 3.30pm. 
6.10pm. 8 40pm A Bug's Life 
1 ? 30pm. 2 40pm. 5 05pm Jack 
Frost 12. 40pm Madeline Ham 
Mighty Joe 10.50am. 1.20pm. 

3 50pm. 7 10pm Patch Adams 
10am Payback l 20pm, 4.10pm. 
6.40pm. 9 40pm Plunkett and 
Madeane 1 1 40am. 2pm, 4.20pm. 

6 3npm. 9 10pm The Prince of 

Egypt 1 1 30am The Rugrats Movie 
in 50am. 12 50pm. 2.50pm. 

4.50pm. 6 50pm Shakespeare 
in Love I 10pm. 3 40pm. 6.20pm. 
9 JOpm The Thin Red Line 8.50pm 
Waking Ned 2.50pm. 5.10pm. 

/ 3npnv 9 50pm You’ve Got 
Mfg>il 7 20pm 


BARNET 

ODEON (08705-050007) O High 
Barnet Arlington Road 8.35pm 
A Bug’s Life 1 2.35pm Mighty Joe 
1.05pm. 3.20pm. 5.35pm feyback 

I . 40pm. 4.1 5pm. 6.25pm. 8.40pm 
Plunkett and Madeane 12.05pm. 
2.15pm. 4.25pm. 6.35pm. 8.50pm 
The Rugrats Movie 12.20pm. 
2.20pm. 4.30pm, 6.20pm Shake- 
speare in Love 8.30pm Waking Ned 
2.40pm. 4.50pm. 6.50pm. 9pm 

BECKENHAM 

ABC (0870-902 0412) BR: Becken- 
ham Junction A Bug’s LiFe 12.1 Opm 
Madeline 1 2.1 5pm flyback 2.20pm. 
6.10pm, 8.40pm Plunkett and 
Madeane 2.40pm. 5.40pm. 8.20pm 
The Rugrats Movie 12.30pm, 
2.30pm, 4.30pm. 6.30pm Shake- 
speare In Love 8.30pm 

BEXLEYHEATH 

CINEWORLD (0181-303 1550) 
BR: Bedeyheath Arlington Road 
9.40pm Blast from the Past 
12.15pm, 2.40pm, 5.10pm. 7.30pm. 
9.50pm A Bug’s Life 11am. 1pm. 
3.05pm Jack Frost 1 1am Madeline 

I I. 30pm Mighty Joe 1 1.30am. 2pm. 
4.30pm. 7pm. 9.30pm Patch Adams 
12noon. 2.25pm. 4.50pm. 7.20pm, 
9.40pm Payback 1.75pm, 3.25pm, 
5.35pm, 6.50pm. 7.50pm, 9.15pm. 
10pm Plunkett and Madeane 
12 noon. 2.25pm, 4.50pm. 7.20pm. 
9.35pm The Rugrats Movie 1 1.10am, 
12.10pm. 1.05pm. 2.10pm. 3pm. 
4.10pm. 5pm. 6pm. 7.50pm Shake- 
speare in Lowe 5pm. 7.30pm. 9.55pm 
Waking Ned 1.45pm. 3.45pm, 
5.45pm, 7.45pm. 9.45pm 

BROMLEY 

ODEON (08705-050007) BR: Brom- 
ley North Arlington Road 8.40pm 
A Bug’s Life 12.15pm Madeline 
11.55am Mighty Joe I pm. 3.40pm 
Payback 2.45pm, 5.45pm, 8.35pm 
Plunkett and Madeane 2pm. 
4.20pm, 6.40pm. 9pm The Rugrats 
Movie 12.20pm. 2.50pm. 5.35pm 
Waking Ned 6.35pm, 8.45pm 

CATFORD 

ABC (0181 -461 1278) BR: Gatford 
A Bug’s Life 1pm, 3.30pm 
Payback 5.45pm. 8.30pm Plunkett 
and Madeane 6.10pm, 8.40pm 
The Rugrats Movie 12.15pm, 
2.15pm, 4.15pm 

CROYDON 

CLOCKTOWER (01 B 1-2 5 3 1030) 
BR: East Croydon A Bug’s LiFe 
12.30pm waking Ned 2.20pm. 
4.20pm, 6.20pm, 8.20pm 

SAFARI (0181-688 3422) BR: West 
Croydon A Bug’s Life 12. 30pm. 
2.45pm Jaanam Samjha Karo 8pm 
Mighty Joe 12.20pm. 2.40pm, 
5.30pm The Rugrats Movie 1pm. 
3.10pm. 5.40pm This Year’s Love 
3.10pm waidng Ned 5.35pm. 820pm 

WARNER VILLAGE (0181-680 8090) 
BR: East Croydon Arlington Road 
9.30pm Blast from the Past 
12.50pm. 3.30pm. 6pm. 8.30pm A 
Bug’s Life 1 1.10am, l ,30pm, 3.40pm 
Jack Frost 10.40am Madeline 
10.20am Mighty Joe 11am, 1.25pm. 
3.50pm. 6.55pm Patch Adams 
9.10pm Payback 1.40pm. 4pm. 
6. 30pm. 9pm Plunkett and Madeane 
1 1 .30am. 1 .50pm, 4,20pm, 7.20pm 
The Prince of Egypt 1 1 .20am The 
Rugrats Movie 10.30am. 12.30pm. 
2.30pm. 4.30pm. 7pm Shakespeare 
in Lowe 5.45pm. 8.40pm The Thin fed 
Line 8.50pm Mbking Ned 1pm. 
3.20pm, 5.30pm. 7.40pm, 9.50pm 
You've Got M@Q 6.40pm 

DAGENHAM 

WARNER VILLAGE (0181-592 2020) 
6 Dagenham Heathway American 
History X 9.50pm Arlington Road 
9.40pm Blast From the Past 
12.30pm. 2.45pm. 5pm, 7.15pm. 
9.30pm A Bug's Life 10.40am, 
1pm. 3pm, 5.10pm Jack Frost 
10.30am Madeline 1 0.30am Mighty 
Joe 10.40am. 1.30pm. 4pm, 6.30pm 
Patch Adams 7.20pm Payback 
11.30am. 2pm, 4.30pm. 6.50pm. 
9.10pm Plunkett and Madeane 
1 2 noon. 2. 1 Opm. 4.20pm, 6.40pm, 
9pm The Prince of Egypt 1 1 am The 
Rugrats Movie 17am. 1pm. 3pm. 
4.50pm, 6.50pm Shakespeare in 
Loue 1 .20pm. 4pm. 6.40pm, 9.20pm 
Shahhed-e-Mohabbat 8.50pm The 
Thin Red Line 8.40pm Vfekbig Ned 
12.35pm. 2,30pm. 4.30pm. 6.30pm, 
8 30pm Vbu've Got MtSHI 6.50pm 

EALING 

VIRGIN UXBRIDGE ROAD (0870- 
907 0719) BR/O Ealing Broadway 
A Bug's Life 11.30am Mighty 
Joe 11.45am. 2.15pm Payback 
2.05pm, 4.30pm, 6.55pm, 9.15pm 


Plunkett and Madeane 4.45pm. 
7.15pm. 9.30pm The Rugrats 
Movie 11am. 1pm, 3pm, 5pm, 
7pm Shakespeare in Love 8.50pm 

EDMONTON 

LEE VALLEY UC1 12 (0990-888990) 

0 Tottenham Hale Aarzoo 8.30pm 
American History X 7.20pm. 9.50pm 
ArVngtnn Road 7.30pm. 10pm Blast 
from the Past 11.50am. 3.05pm. 
5.40pm. 8.20pm A Bug’s life 
10.45am. 12.55pm. 3.20pm Made- 
line 11.30am. 2.05pm, 4.10pm 
Mighty Joe 12.20pm. 3.40pm, 
6.30pm Patch Adams 11am. 
2.30pm. 5pm Payback 12pm, 
2.15pm. 4.40pm. 7.10pm. 9.35pm 
Plunkett and Madeane 12.10pm, 
2 .20pm. 4.30pm. 7pm. 9.20pm The 
Rugrats Movie 10.30am. 1 1.15am. 
1 2.30pm. 1.40pm. 2.50pm. 4pm. 
4.50pm, 6.10pm, 6.40pm Shake- 
speare in Love 1pm, 3.35pm. 
6.20pm, 9pm Ttea with Mussolini 
1 2.45pm, 3.20pm, 6pm. 8.40pm The 
Thin Red Line 8.50prn La Vita 6 Bel- 
la 5.50pm. 8.30pm Waking Ned 
1 1 ,40am, 2pm, 4.20pm. 6.45pm, 
9.10pm You’ve Got M@i1 8.10pm 

ELEPHANT AND CASTLE 

CORONET (0171-703 4968) O Ele- 
phanr & Castle A Bug’s Life 1 .30pm 
Madeline 1.45pm Mighty Joe 

I. 10pm. 3.40pm. 6.10pm, 8.30pm 
Payback 4.15pm. 6.30pm. 8.40pm 
Plunkett and Madeane 3.30pm, 
6pm, 8.50pm 

FELTHAM 

ON EWORLD THE MOVIES (0181- 
867 0555] BR: Felcham Aa Ab Laut 
Chalen 2.20pm. B.30pm Aarzoo 

II. 1 5am, 2.45pm. 6. 1 5pm, 9.45pm 
American History X 7.1 5pm, 9.40pm 
Arlington Road 9.20pm Blast from 
the Past n_2Qam. 1.40pm. 4.10pm. 
6.40pm. 9pm A Bug’s Life 1 lam. 
1pm. 3pm International KhJIadl 
12.40pm, 4.10pm. 7.40pm Jaanam 
Sampia Karo 1 1am, 2.30pm, 6pm. 
9.30pm Jack Frost 1 1 .40am Kuch 
Kuch Hota Kai 1 2. 30pm. 3.50pm. 
8.50pm Madeline 1 2.20pm Mighty 
Joe 11.20am. 1.50pm. 4.30pm. 
7.05pm Ftotch Adams 11.30am, 

I. 50pm, 4.20pm. 6.50pm Payback 
2pm. 4.30pm. 6.50pm. 7.50pm. 
9.10pm. 10.10pm Plunkett and 
Madeane 2.30pm. 4.50pm. 7.10pm. 
9.30pm The Rugrats Movie 

II. 10am. 12noon. 1.10pm. 2pm. 
3.10pm. 4pm. 5.10pm. 6pm. 7pm 
Shakespeare In Love 5pm. 7.20pm. 
9.50pm The Thin Rfed Line 9.25pm 
Waking Ned 12.10pm. 2.20pm. 
4.40pm. 7pm. 9.15pm Vbu’ve Got 
M@il 1 2 noon. 6pm 

FINCHLEY 

WARNER VILLAGE (0181-446 9344) 
■©■ East Finchley Arlington Road 
8.10pm Blast from the Past 1pm. 
3.40pm. 6.20pm. 9.10pm A Bug’s 
Life 10.303m. 12.50pm. 3.20pm Jack 
Frost 11.30am Madeline 10.40am 
Mighty Joe 10.35am. 1.20pm. 4pm. 
7pm F’atch Adams 5. 1 Opm Payback 

I. 30pm. 4.10pm. 7.15pm, 9.50pm 
Plunkett and Madeane 11.20am. 

1 50pm. 4. 20pm. 6.50pm, 9.30pm 
The Prince of Egypt 10.50am The 
Rugrats Movie 10.30am. 12.35pm. 
2.40pm. 4.45pm. 6.40pm Shake- 
speare in Lowe 5.40pm. 830pm The 
Thin Red Line 8.50pm La Vita £ 
Bella 9.40pm Waking Ned 2pm, 
4.30pm. 7.10pm. 9.20pm 

GOLDERS GREEN 

ABC (0181 455 4134) d Golders 
Green Payback 6.10pm. 8.35pm 
The Rugrats Movie 2pm. 4pm 

GREENWICH 

GREENWICH CINEMA (0181-293 
0101) BR: Greenwich A Bug’s Life 

II. 50am. 1.40pm Little Voice 
2.30pm Madeline 12.45pm Mighty 
Joe I2noon. 2.15pm Payback 
4.25pm, 6.45pm. 9pm Plunkett and 
Madeane 3.30pm. 5.30pm. 7.30pm. 
9.30pm Shakespeare in Love 
4.30pm. 9. 1 5pm La Vita e Bella 7pm 

HAMMERSMITH 

VIRGIN (0870-907 071 8) ■©• Raven- 
scourt P&rk A Bug’s Life 12.40pm 
Mighty Joe 1 2.30pm, 3.10pm Pay- 
back 3.15pm. 6. 30pm. 9pm Plunkett 
and Madeane 1 . 1 Opm, 4pm, 
630pm, 8.50pm The Rugrats Movie 
1 1 .20am. 1 ,30pm. 3.40pm. 5.50pm 
Shakespeare in Love 8.1 5pm La Vita 
e Bella 6 pm. 8.40pm 

HAMPSTEAD 

ABC (0870-902 0413) 0 Belslze 
Park American History X 8.15pm 
A Bug’s Life 1.10pm. 3.10pm The 
Rugrats Movie 2pm, 4pm, 6pm 
Tea with Mussolini 2.45pm, 
5.35pm, 8.25pm La Vita t Bella 
5.45pm, 8.30pm 
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HARROW 

SAFARI (0181-426 0303) • Harraw- 
on-the-Hin Aarzoo 1 ,30pm. 5pm In- 
ternational Khfladi 8.45pm Jaanam 
Samjha Karo 1 .30pm, 5pm, 8.45pm 


WARNS VILLAGE (0181-4279009) 
• Harrow-on-the-Hill American His- 
tory X 9.40pm Arlington Road 
5.40pm, 8.40pm Blase from the Rast 
1 2 .30pm. 3. 1 0pm, 5.50pm. 8.30pm 
A Bug's Life 9.50am. 12.10pm. 
2.30pm. 4.50pm Jack Rost 1 1 30am 
Madeline 10.1 Dan Mighty Joe 10am, 
12.40pm. 3.20pm. 6.40pm Patch 
Adams 9.20pm Payback 10.20am, 
1 pm. 3.50pm. 6.30pm. 9.30pm Plun- 
kett and Madeane 1 230pm, 3pm, 
6.10pm. 9pm The Prince oF Egypt 
1030am The Rugrats Movie 9.50am, 
12noon, 2.10pm. 4.20pm, 7.10pm 
Shakespeare in Love 1.10pm. 
4.10pm. 7pm, 9.50pm The Thai 
Red Line 9.10pm Waking Ned 
1.50pm, 4pm. 6.20pm, 8.50pm 
You've Got M@il 6.50pm 


ILFORD 

ODEON (08705-050007) e Gants 
Hill A Bug's Life 1 .20pm Kudi Kuch 
Hota Hai 7.40pm Mighty Joe 
12noon, 2.30pm, 5.10pm Payback 
3.40pm, 6.1 5pm, 8.30pm Plunkett 
and MacJeane 12. 50pm. 3.30pm, 
6.10pm, 8.40pm The Rugrats 
Movie 12noon. 2.10pm. 4.20pm. 
6.20pm. 8.45pm Waking Ned 
12.40pm, 3pm. 5.40pm. 8.50pm 


M US WELL HILL 

ODEON (08705-050007) ■©■ Ffighgate 
A Bug's Life 12.55pm Mighty Joe 
1pm. 3.30pm Payback 2.45pm. 
4.50pm. 6.55pm, 9pm Plunkett and 
Madeane 2pm. 4.10pm. 6.20pm, 
8.40pm La Vita e Bella 6pm. 8.20pm 


PECKHAM 

PREMIER (0181-235 3006) 

BR: Peckham Rye American History 
X 6.45pm, 9.15pm Beloved 8.30pm 
Blast from the Ffest 1 ,45pm, 4.10pm, 
6.35pm, 9.05pm A Bug’s LiFe 
12.30pm. 2.35pm Maddne 1-25pm. 
3.1 Opm. 4.55pm Mighty Joe 1 2 noon. 
2.30pm, 5pm Payback 4.35pm. 
6.55pm. 9.10pm Plunkett and 
Madeane 2.25pm. 4.40pm. 6.50pm. 
9pm The Rugrats Movie 12.10pm, 
2.15pm, 4.20pm, 6.25pm. 835pm 


RICHMOND 

ODEON (08705-050007) BR/O 
Richmond MacWbie 12noon Payback 
2pm. 4.20pm, 6.40pm, 9.20pm 
Plunkett and Madeane 1.40pm. 
4.10pm. 6.50pm, 9.30pm Whkmg 
Ned 1.30pm, 4pm. 7pm, 9.40pm 


ODEON STUDIO (08705-050007) 
BPy-0 Richmond Arlington Road 
9.30pm A Bug’s Life 1 .20pm Mighty 
Joe 1 2.50pm. 3.20pm. 5.50pm The 
Rugrats Movie ]pm. 3pm, 5pm. 7pm 
Shakespeare in Love 3.20pm. 
6.10pm, 9pm Tea With Mussolini 
1 2.50pm. 3.40pm, 6.20pm, 9.1 Opm 
The Thin Red Line 8.20pm 


ROMFORD 

ABC (0870-902 0419) BR: Romford 
Arlington Road 8.10pm A Bug’s 
LiFe 1.30pm toyback 3 35pm, 
6pm, 8.25pm Plunkett and 
Madeane 1 .40pm, 4pm. 6.20pm. 
8.40pm The Rugrats Movie 
2.10pm. 4.05pm, 5.55pm 


ODEON UBSnY2 (08705-050007) 
BR: Romford Antz 10.15am Arling- 
ton Road 12.50pm. 5.45pm Babe: 
Pig in the City 1 0.1 5am Blast From 
the ftst 1 .05pm, 3.30pm. 5.55pm, 
8.35pm A Bug’s Lite 12.35pm, 
2.40pm Madeline 12.05pm Mighty 
Joe 12.30pm. 3.10pm, 5.50pm. 
8.35pm The Parent Trap 10.15am 
Patch Adams 3.1 5pm. 8.25pm Pay- 
back 12.50pm, 3.20pm. 6.05pm, 
8.45pm Plunkett and Madeane 
1 .35pm, 4pm, 6.1 5pm. 8.50pm The 
Rugrats Movie 12.05pm. 2.15pm. 
4.20pm. 6.25pm. 8.30pm Shake- 
speare hi Love 5.30pm. 8.05pm 
Small Soldiers 10.15am Waking 
Ned 2pm, 4.35pm. 6.40pm, 8.40pm 


STAPLES CORNER 
VIRGIN 10870-907 0717) BR: Crick- 
lewood Arlington Road 9.15pm 
Blast from the Past 1.45pm. 4.15pm, 
6.40pm. 9.15pm A Bug’s Life 
1 .20pm Mighty Joe 1 .30pm, 4.1 Opm. 
6.45pm Payback 3.45pm. 6.30pm. 
9pm Plunkett and Madeane 1 .45pm. 
4pm. 6.20pm. 8.50pm The Rugrats 
Movie n.15am. 1.15pm, 3.30pm, 
5 45pm Shakespeare m Love 8. 1 5pm 
Waking Ned 3.30pm. 6pm. 8.30pm 


STRATFORD 

NEW PICTURE HOUSE (0181-555 
3366) BR/® Stratford A Bug’s Lite 
1 2.30pm Gods and Monsters 9pm 
Mighty Joe 11.55am. 2.10pm. 
4.25pm, 6.40pm Payback 2.30pm. 
4.40pm. 6.55pm, 9.10pm Plunkett 
and Madeane 2.30pm, 4.45pm. 
7pm. 9.15pm The Rugrats Movie 
11.30am. 1.20pm. 3.10pm. 5pm, 
6.50pm. 8.40pm 


STREATHAM 

ABC (0870-902 041 5) BR: Streatham 
Hill Blast From the Past 2.25pm. 
6pm. 8.35pm The Rugrats Movie 
2 15pm. 4.25pm, 6.35pm Shake- 
speare In Love 8.25pm Tea With 
Mussolini 2.30pm. 5.35pm. 8.1 5pm 


ODEON (08705-050007) BR: 
Streatham Hill American History X 
3.10pm. 5.50pm. 8.30pm Beloved 
7.40pm A Bug's Ute 12.10pm. 2pm 
Madeline 12.50pm Mighty Joe 
12.10pm, 2.40pm. 5.10pm Playback 
12.55pm. 3.35pm. 6.15pm. 8.40pm 
Plunkett and Madeane 12.50pm, 
3.30pm, 6.10pm, 8.30pm Waking 
Ned 4pm, 6.20pm. 8.40pm 


SURREY QUAYS 
ua (0990 888990) O- Surrey Quays 
American History X 650pm. 9.40pm 
Arlington Road 630pm. 9.10pm A 
Bug’s Lite 11am. 2.10pm. 4.30pm 
Madeline 1 2noon. 250pm Mighty Joe 
10.45am. 12.50pm. 3.20pm. 6pm 
Payback 1.40pm. 4.10pm, 7pm, 
9.35pm Plunkett and Madeane 
12.40pm. 3.30pm. 7.10pm. 935pm 
The Rugrats Movie 10. 30am, 
11.30am. 12.30pm. 1.50pm. 3pm. 
3.50pm. 6.10pm Shakespeare m 
Love 12.10pm. 3.40pm. 6.20pm. 
9pm Tea with MussoSni 1.1 Opm, 4pm, 
6.40pm, 9.20pm The Thin Red Line 
8.40pm La Vita 4 BeUa 8. 30pm Ulbk- 
hgNed 510pm, 7.30pm. 10pm 


SUTTON 

UG 6 (0990-888990) BR Sutton Ar- 
lington Road 8.30pm A Bug’s Ute 
1 1. 1 Sam, 1.30pm Mighty Joe 
10.30am. 1pm, 3.30pm Payback 
4.15pm, 7.15pm. 9.40pm Plunkett 
and Madeane 12.15pm. 2.30pm. 
4.45pm, 7pm, 9.25pm Rugrats 
Movie 11.30am. 1.45pm. 4pm, 
6.15pm Shakespeare In Love 
6.30pm. 9.1 5pm Tea with Mussoli- 
ni 6pm, 8.45pm Waking Ned 
1 1 ,45am. 2 pm. 4.30pm, 6.45pm. 9pm 


SWISS COTTAGE 
WARMER VILLAGE (01 71 -604 3110) 
■& Finchley Road Arlington Road 
6.15pm, 8.50pm Blast from the Past 
11am. I.25pm. 3.55pm. 6.25pm. 
9pm A Bug's Life 1.40pm, 4pm 
Madeline 11.45am Mighty Joe 
1 1 ,10am, ! ,50pm, 4.30pm Payback 
2pm. 4.25pm. 7pm. 9.30pm Plun- 
kett and Madeane 1.15pm, 3.40pm. 
6.05pm, 8.30pm The Rugrats Movie 
1 1.30am, 1 ,30pm, 330pm, 5.30pm, 
7.30pm Shakespeare in Love 1pm, 
3.45pm, 6,20pm, 9.10pm The Thin 
Red Line 9.25pm La Vita 6 Bella 
7.10pm Wakhig Ned 12.40pm, 
2.55pm, 5.15pm, 7.25pm, 9.40pm 
Ybu’ve Got M@il 9.50pm 


HOLLOWAY 

ODEON (08705-050007) O Hol- 
loway Road Arlington Road 8.40pm 
Blast From the Past 12.50pm, 
3.30pm. 620pm, 8.45pm A Bug's 
Life 12.05pm, 12.45pm, 2pm. 3pm. 
4pm. 5.15pm Madeline 12.15pm 
Mighty Joe 1.1 Opm, 3.45pm, 6.10pm 
Payback 2.10pm, 4.15pm, 6.30pm, 
8.50pm Plunkett and Madeane 
1 2. 1 0pm. 2.20pm, 4.30pm, 6.40pm. 
9pm The Rugrats Movie 12.20pm. 
2.30pm. 4,40pm, 6.35pm Shake- 
speare in Love 5.55pm, 8. 30pm The 
Thin Red Une 7.30pm Waking Ned 
12.40pm, 2.40pm. 4.50pm, 7pm, 
9.10pm ybu’ve Got M@fl 825pm 


UXBRIDGE 

ODEON (08705-050007) • Uxbridge 
Arlington Road 8.45pm A Bug's 
Life 1 1 .20am Mighty Joe 
1.30pm. 3.50pm, 6.20pm Plunked 
and Madeane i.25pm. 4pm. 
6.30pm. 8.55pm The Prince of 
Egypt 1 1.10am 


WALTHAMSTOW 

ABC (0870-902 0424) ^ Waltham- 
stow Central A Bug’s Lite 1 ,25pm 
Payback 3.40pm, 6pm. 8.30pm 
Plunkett and Madeane 2.30pm. 
5.20pm, 8.40pm The Rugrats 
Movie 1.40pm. 3.40pm. 5.30pm 
Shakespeare In Love 8.10pm 


WALTON 

THE SCREEN (01932-252825) 
BR VUaiton-on-Thames The Mask of 
Zorro 1 .30pm Plunkett and 
Madeane 4.20pm, 6.30pm. 8.40pm 
The Rugrats Movie 1pm. 2.50pm. 
4.45pm Shakespeare in Love 
6.40pm La Vita e Bella 9pm 


WELL HALL 

CORONET (0181-850 3351) 

BR: Eltham A Bug’s Ute 2pm Pay- 
back 4.15pm. 6.30pm, 8.40pm 
The Rugrats Movie 1.20pm, 
3.30pm, 5.25pm, 7.10pm, 9pm 


WU1ESDEN 
BELLE -VUE (0181-830 0822) 
• Wiliesden Green Jack Frost 
2.15pm, 4.30pm. 6.45pm. 9pm 


WIMBLEDON 

ODEON (08705-050007) BR/O Wim- 
bledon A Bug’s Lite 12.25pm. 
2.30pm Madeline 12. 10pm Mighty 
Joe 1 2.25pm. 2.45pm, 5pm Payback 
2pm. 4.1 5pm 630pm. 8.50pm Phm- 
kett and Madeane 1.15pm 3.45pm. 
6.15pm, 8.45pm The Rugrats Movie 
11.20am, 1.10pm, 3pm. 4.50pm. 
6.40pm Shakespeare in Love 
8.30pm Waking Ned 4.35pm. 
6.45pm. 8.55pm 


WOOLWICH 

CORONET (0181-854 5043) 

BR: Woolwich Arsenal A Bug’s Ute 
1.30pm Mighty Joe 1.10pm. 
3.40pm. 6.10pm. 8.30pm Plunkett 
and Madeane 3.30pm. 6pm 8.50pm 


Cinema 


repertorv 


LONDON 

ONE LUMIERE Queensberry Place. 
SW7 (0171-838 2144) IF the Walls 
Could Speak (NC) 5pm Bedevil 
(15) 8.45pm 


ICA The Mall. SW1 (0171-930 
3647) La Promesse (NC) 5pm, 
7pm. 9pm Mizu no Naka no Hachi- 
gatsu (NC) 6.30pm. 8.45pm 


ISLAMIC CENTRE Maida Vale. W9 
(0171 -604 5523) Stone Lion (NC) 
5pm The Fateful Day (NC) 7.30pm 


THE LUX Hcxton Square. N1 (0171- 
684 0201) Roll Vbur Own: New 
Him Makers Showcase (NQ 7pm 
Sympathy for the Devil (1 8) 9pm 


NATIONAL FILM THEATRE South 
Bank. SEl (0171-928 3232) Danc- 
ing at Lughnasa (PG) 2.30pm Why 
Worry?: Harold Lloyd (NQ 6.10pm 
(+ Documentary) Le Polygraphs 
(NC) 6. 1 5pm The Apple (Sib) (PG) 
7.30pm Who's This Nobody from 
Quebec?/Robert Lepage on Edin- 
burgh Nights (NC) 8.40pm 


LLGFF. ODEON WEST END Leices- 
ter Square. WC2 (0171-928 3232) 
LLGFF: High Art: Opening Night 
Gala (15) 8.45pm 


PHOENIX High Road. N2 (01 8 1 -444 
6789) A Bug’s Ute (U) 1 .30pm Con- 
te d'Automne (U) 3.40pm. 8.50pm 
La Vita 4 Bella (PG) 6.10pm 


PRINCE CHARLES Leicester Place. 
WC2 (0171-437 8181) LA Confi- 
dential (18) 1.30pm 54 (15) 
4.1 5pm There’s Something About 
Mary (15) 6.30pm Buffalo 66 
(15) 9.05pm The Siege (15) 9.10pm 


THE PULLMAN EVERYMAN Holly 
Bush Vale. NW3 (0845-606 2345) 
A Bug's Lite (U) 2.30pm Night 
of the Hunter (15) 4.30pm. 
6.40pm, 8.45pm 


RIVERSIDE STUDIOS Crisp Road. W6 
(0171 -420 0100) Brassed Off ( 1 5) 
6.45pm + Little Voice (15) 8.50pm 


WATERMANS ARTS CENTRE High 
Street, Brentford, Middlesex (0181- 
563 1 176) A Bug’s Ute (U) 1 .30pm 
Waking Ned (PG) 5pm. 9pm 
Central Station (15] 7pm 


BRIGHTON 

DUKE OF YORK’S (01273-602503) 
Fes ten (15) 2pm. 6.45pm Aprile 
(12) 4.15pm. 8.45pm 


BRISTOL 

WATERSHED (0117-925 3845] 
Little Voice (15) 1 .50pm, 3.50pm, 
8.30pm Gods and Monsters (15) 
2pm, 4pm. 6pm. 8.20pm Bonnie 
and Cyde (18) 6.10pm 


CAMBRIDGE 

ARTS CINEMA (01223-504444) 
Shakespeare in Love (15) IZnoon. 
7.10pm American History X (18) 
2.30pm. 9.30pm Macbeth (1948 
Version) (NC) 5pm 


CARDIFF 

CHAPTER ARTS CENTRE [01222- 
399666) Festen (15) 2.30pm. 
7.30pm The Mighty (PG) 6.15pm 
The Opposite of Sex (18) 8.15pm 


CHICHESTER 

NEW PARK FILM CE N TRE (01243- 
786650) Madeline (U) 1. 45pm 
The Mighty (PG) 4pm Central 
Station (15) 6.1 5pm Patch Adams 
(12) 8.45pm 


IPSWICH 

FILM THEATRE (01 473-21 5544J 
A Bug’s Ute (U) 1pm. 3.30pm 
Dandng at Lughnasa (PG) 6.15pm. 
8.30pm Hre (IS) 8.15pm Hamam: 
The Turkish Bath (NQ 8.15pm 


LEICESTER 

PHOENIX ARTS (0116-255 4854) 
What Dreams May Come (15) 
6.05pm Loved (15) 8.45pm 


NORWICH 

CINEMA CITY (01603-622047) 
La Classe de Neige (15) 2.30pm. 
5.45pm Shakespeare in Love 
(15) 8.15pm 


PLYMOUTH 

ARTS CENTRE (01752-206114) 
The Apple (Sib) (PG) 8pm 


Theatre 


WEST END 


Ticket availability details are for to- 
day. times and prices Far the week: 
running times include intervals. 
• — Seats at all prices I — Seats 
at some prices O — Returns only 
Matinees — [1|: Sun. (3|: Tue. (4|: 
Wed, (5): Thur, J6): Rri. [7J: Sat 


I CATS Llp/d Webber's musical ver- 
sion of TS Eliot's poems. New Lon- 
don Parker Street WC2 [0171-405 
0072/cc 404 4079) O Covent Gar- 
den. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. I3](7] 3pm. 
£.10.50- £35. 165 mins. 


a CHICAGO Maria Friedman and Rf- 
ter Davison star in this hit musical 
Adelphi Maiden Lane. WC2 (0171 - 
344 0055) €► Charing X. Mon-Sat 
8pm. [4][7] 3pm. E16-E36 (incl 
booking Fee). 1 30 mins. 


• THE COMPLETE WORKS OF 
WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE 
(ABRIDGED) Reduced Shakespeare 
Company fast-forwards through 
37 plays. Criterion Piccadilly Circus. 
W1 (0171-369 1747) ^ Picc Ore. 
Wed-Sat 8pm. [5{ 3pm. (7 1 5pm. )1 ] 
4pm. E10-E25. 120 mins. 


» COPENHAGEN Drama from 
Michael Frayn about the discovery of 
the atom. Duchess Catherine Street. 
WC2 (0171-494 5075/cc 344 4444) 
€> Covent Garden. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. 
[5JJ7J 2.30pm. £10-£30. 145 mins. 


• DB=ENDING THE CAVEMAN 

Mark Little stars in this witty comedy 
about the sexes. Apollo Shaftesbury 
Avenue. W1 (0171-494 50701-0 Pkx 
Grc Mon-Thur 8pm. Fri & Sac 6pm 
& 8.45pm. £5-£25. cones available. 


• DR DOUTTLE Phillip Schofield 
talks to the animals. London Apol- 
lo Hammersmith Queen Caroline 
Street, W6 (0171-416 6022) 
^Hammersmith. Tue-Sat 7.30pm. 
|4J(7] 2.30pm, ends 28 Aug. 
£12.50-£32.50. 150 mins. 


•THE GDI GAME Joss Addand and 
Dorothy Tutin star in this funny dra- 
ma about a game of cards. Savoy 
Strand. WC2 (01 71-836 8888) BR*0 
Charing X. Mon-Sat 7.45pi 
3pm, ends 5 Jun. £9.50-£27.50. 


O GOOD Charles Dance in 
CP Taylor’s deceptively humorous 
drama Donmar Warehouse Earl ham 
Street. WC2 (0171-369 1732) 
• Coven c Garden. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. 
[5J[7] 3pm. ends 22 May. £1 4-E22. 
cones available. 


I GREASE Stage version of the 
hit film, starring Darren Day. 
Cambridge Earl ham Street. WC2 
(0171-494 5080) OCowent Garden. 
Mon-Sat 7.30pm. [4J[7J 3pm. 
E10-E32.50. 150 mins. 


• GROSS INDECENCY THE 
TWIEE TRIALS OF OSCAR WILDE 

Michael Pennington and William 
Hoyiand in Moses Kaufman's re- 
construction of the downfall of the cd 
ebratedwit Gielgud Shaftesbury Av- 
enue. W1 (0171-494 5065) ■©■ Picc 
Circ. Mon-Sat 7.45pm, (4J[7| 
2.30pm. E7.50-E29.50. 


• AN INSPECTOR CALLS Ac- 

claimed version of Priestky’s thriller 
Garrick Charing Cross Road. WC2 
(0171-494 5085) O LeiC Sq. Mon- 
Fri 7.45pm. Sat 8.1 5pm. |4) 2.30pm, 
f7| 5pm. E12-E29 50. 110 mins. 


• MACBETH Rufus Sewell and Sal- 
ly Dexter portray thwarted ambition. 
Queen's Shaftesbury Avenue. W1 
(01 71 -494 5040/cc 344 4444) O Picc 
Grc. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. |7] 2.30pm, 
ends 5 Jun. £1050- £28. 50. 140 mins. 


» MAMMA MIA! Musical about a 
mother’s reflections on her daughter's 
wedding day. packed with Abba hits. 
Prince Edward Old Compton Street. 
W1 (0171-447 5400) Oleic Sq. Mon- 
Sat 7.30pm. (51(7) 3pm. E15-E35. 


• THE MEMORY OF WATER 

Alison Steadman and Julia SawaJha 
in this touching comedy about sisters. 
Vaudeville Strand. WC2 (0171-836 
9987) BfVO- Charing X. Mon-Sat 8pm. 
(5J|71 3pm. E8-E27.50. 120 mins. 


I LES MISERABLES Musical 
dramatisation of Victor Hugo's nov- 
el Palace Shaftesbury Avenue. W1 
(0171-434 0909) O Pkc Grc. Mon- 
Sat 7.30pm. [51(7] 2.30pm. £7- £35. 
195 mins. 


I MISS SAIGON Musical which re- 
sets Madam Butterfly bo Vietnam. 
Theatre Royal. Drury Lane Cather- 
ine Street, WC2 (0171-494 5060) 
Coven t Garden. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. 
(41(7) 3pm. E8.50-E35. 165 mins 


» THE MOUSETRAP Agatha 
Christie's whodunniL Sc Martin's 
West Street. WC2 (0171-836 14431 
• Lac Sq. Mon-Sar 8pm. j3] 2 45pm. 
|7| 5pm. E10-E24 50. 135 mins. 


• OKLAHOMA! Maureen Lipman 
stars in the National's acclaimed pro- 
duction. Lyceum Wellington Street. 
WC2 (0870-606 3446) • Charing 
X. Mon-Sat 7.30pm, [4(|7) 2.30pm. 
ends 26 Jun. E10-E35 180 mins 


• AMADEUS David Suchet stars as 
SaherL Old Vic The Cue, SE1 (01 7 1 - 
494 5372/cc 494 5372) BR/Q Wa- 
terloo. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. [4] 2.30pm. 
[7J 3pm. E7.50-E30. 180 mins. 


• ANIMAL CRACKERS Stage ver- 
skm of the Marx Brothers' classic. Lyric 
Shaftesbury Avenue. W1 (0171-494 
5045) O Picc Grc. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. 
(4](7| 3pm. E9.50-E30. 150 mins. 


OTOE PHANTOM OF THE OPBW 

Uqyd Webber's Gothic musical Her 
Majesty's Haymarket. SWI (01 7 1 - 
494 5400/CC 344 4444) PiCC Cue 
Mon-Sat 7.45pm. [4]|71 3pm £10- 
£35. 150 mins. 


•ART Ttatn Mannion, Danny Webb, 
and Gary Olsen in this comedy about 
friendship. Wyntfliam's Charing Cross 
Road. WC2 (0171-369 1 736)0 Le- 
ic Sq. Tue-Sat 8pm. (4] 3pm. |7[[1| 
5pm. E9.50-E27.50. 90 mins. 


• THE PRISONER OF SECOND 

AVENUE Richard Dreyfuss and 
Marsha Mason in Neil Simon's midlife 
crisis comedy. Theatre Royal. Hay- 
market Haymarket. SWI (01 71 -930 
8800) ©■ Rice Grc. Mon-Sat 7 45pm. 
[4||7| 3pm. E10-E32.50. 


ft BEAUTY AND THE BEAST 

Lavish family musical based on 
Disney's version of the faiiy-tale. 
Dominion Tottenham Court Road. 
W1 (01 7 1 -656 1 888| O Totr Ct Rd. 
Mon-Sat 7.30pm. )4J|7J 2.30pm. 
E18.50-E35. 150 mins. 


• RENT Musical inspired by La 
Boheme and set in modern day New 
York. Shaftesbury Shaftesbury 
Avenue. WC2 (07000-21 1221 ) 
■O Hoi born. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. |4J]7) 
3pm. E12.50-E32.50. 160 mins. 


• BLOOD BROTHERS WiDy Rus- 
selTs long- running Liverpudlian mu- 
sical Phoenix Charing Cross Road. 
WC2 (01 71 -369 1 733) €Huek Sqflbtt 
Ct Rd. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. (5) 3pm, [7| 
4pm. £1 1.50-E32.50. 165 mins. 


ROYAL NATIONAL THEATRE 

• COTTESLOE: The Riot Nick 
Darke's drama from Kneehigh 
Theatre. In rep. tonight 7.30pm. 
ends 28 Apr. 


• LYTTELTON: The Forest Alan Ay 
ckbourn's version erf Ostrovsky's black 
soda! satire stars Frances de la Tbur. 
In rep. tonight 7.30pm. ends 1 May. 


• BUDDY Musical biog-show of 
Buddy Holly. Strand Aldwvch. WC2 
(0171-930 8800) O Govern Garden. 
Tue-Thur 8pm. Fri 5.30pm & 8.30pm. 
Sat 5pm & 8.30pm. mats (1) 4pm. 
E10-E30. half price Fri mats. 160 mins. 


• THE PIT: Roberto Zucco Drama 
inspired by a wanted poster, written by 
Knifes. In rep. today 2pm 6 7. ! 5pm. 
ends 1 May. Barbican Theatre: 
£5- £26. The Pic: £1 1 -El 8.50. Barbi- 
can Centre. EC2 (0171-638 8891) 
BR/'O- Barbican. 


I SACRED HEART New writing from 
Mick Mahoney in which two friends 
struggle to come to terms with their 
pasts and daunting futures. Royal 
Court Upstairs (at The Ambas- 
sadors) West Street. WC2 (01 7 1 -565 
5000) O Leic Sq. Mon-Sat 7pm. ends 
24 Apr. £10. cones £5 


O SATURDAY NIGHT FEVER Hit 

1970s musical featuring songs I))' the 
Bee Gees. London Palladium Argyll 
Street. W1 (0171-494 5020) e Ox- 
ford Grcus. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. [4|f7| 
2.30pm. E10-E32.50. 135 mins. 


• SHOCKHEADED PETER Junk 
opera, featuring the Tiger Lillies. 
Lyric Hammersmith King Street. W6 
(0181-741 2311)0 Hammersmith 
Mon-Sat 7.30pm. |7J 2.30pm. ends 
10 Apr. E5-E18. 


I SLAV/VS SNOMISHOW Slava 
Rjlouxiine returns to London with his 
mesmeric show. Piccadilly Denman 
Street. W1 (0171-369 1734) e Picc 
Circ. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. 15||7| 
2.30pm. ends 1 0 Apr. £1 0-E27.50. 


• STARLIGHT EXPRESS Lloyd 
Webber’s hi-tech roller-musical. 
Apollo Victoria Wilton Road. SWI 
(0171-416 6070) BR/e Victoria. 
Mon-Sat 7.45pm, (31(71 3pm. 
£12. 50- £30. 1 50 mins. 


» SUDDENLY LAST SUMMER Tbn- 
nessee Williams' chilling tale of 
motherly low starring Sheila Gish. 
Comedy Rincon Street. SWI (0171- 
369 1731) ® Picc Grc/Lelc Sq. Mon- 
Sat 8pm, 15H7] 4pm. E7.50-E27.50. 


• THE WEIR Conor McPherson's 
drama examining ideas of ghosts and 
ang els. Royal Court Downstairs 
(at the Duke of York's) Sc Martin’s 
Lane, WC2 (0171-565 5000) • Le- 
ic Sq. Mon-Sat 7.30pm, [4]J7| 
3.30pm. E5-E25. 90 mins. 


• WEST SIDE STORY New pro- 
duction of Bernstein's classic musi- 
cal. Prime of Wales Coventry Street. 
W1 (0171-839 5987) 49 Leic Sq. 
Mon-Sat 7.45pm. (51 (7| 3pm. 
E18.50-E35. 160 mins. 


• WHISTLE DOWN THE WIND 

lioyd Webber’s musical based on the 
film of the same name. AkJwydi Ald- 
wytfi, WC2 (0171-416 6000/cc 836 
2428) ■©■ Holbom. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. 
[5)171 3pm. E10-E32.50. 120 mins. 


• THE WOMAN IN BLACK Susan 
HiD's chilling ghost story. Fortune 
Russell Street. WC2 (0171-836 
2238/cc 344 4444) 49 Covent Gar- 
den. Mon-Sat 8pm. (3| 3pm. J7J 
4pm. E8.50-E23.50. 110 mins 


Theatre 


Beyond The west End 


HAMPSTEAD THEATRE A Small 
Drop of Ink: By Many Wounds New 
work from Zinnie Harris sees a girl 
struggling to cope with the absence 
of her sister. 8-10 Apr. 8pm. E9-E12, 
cones available. Avenue Road. NW3 
(0171-722 9301) e Swiss Cottage. 


KING'S HEAD, ISLINGTON Joan 
of Arc Monica Lissak’s fresh look at 
the saint Tue-Sun l pm, ends 1 1 Apr. 
£5, cones £4. 

Gob Jason Orange stars in this com- 
ic attack cm the bastions of art and cul- 
ture. Tue-Sun 8pm, ends 18 Apr. 
£ 1 2-El 4. Upper Street N1 (0171-226 
1916) • Angel. 


RICHMOND THEATRE The House 
of Bemarda Alba Lorca's study °f 
conflict between a grieving mother 
and her daughters. 8- 1 0 Apr, 7 .45pm. 
E7-E18. The Green. Richmond 
(0181-940 0088) • Richmond. 


^THE INFORMATION ON 

Sacred Heart 


What Is It? 

Mick Mahoney's new play at the Royal 
Court, directed by Edward Hall, about 
four old friends who meet up 
unexpectedly after 18 years in the 
soon-to-be-demolishcd Sacred Heart 
church hall, scene of their youth. 
Naturally, tbe words skeletons and 
closet spring lo mind. 


the friends he left behind in a bid to 
make his fortune. 


Who's In It? 

Michael French {right, aka former 
Albert Square romeo David Wicks), 
who proves there’s life beyond 
Waiford as wideboy 
property developer, 

Jerry. Ewan Stewart 
Doon Mackichan 
and Cecilia 
Noble provide 
able support as 


What They Say About It 

"Mahoney has a flair for the kind of 
short sharp exchanges you’d hear at 
the Queen Vic." Dominic Cavendish, 
Time Out “Writer Mick Mahoney, 
famed in previous plays for his 
use of cockney rhyming 
slang, has abandoned one 
idiom without truly finding 
another to replace it." 

Fiona Mountford, Daify 
Telegraph. “Almost every 
potential dich£ in 
the play has a 
twist that redeems 
s it, and Edward 
!’s production 
■licits beautifully 




shaded performances, particularly from' 
Mr French-. Quirky touches ensure- . - : 
that Sacred Heart is no standard trudge 
down the obstacle course of memory r ; 
lane" Paul Taylor, Independent 


Where You Can. See It : - : 

Royal Court Theatre Upstairs at the 
Ambassadors, London WC2 (0171-565 
5000 ) to 24 Apr 
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THEATRE I EXHIBITIONS CLASSICAL 


• OLIVIER: Candide Voltaire's Low- 
ering work of comic genius features 
an all star cast and Bernstein's 
heao(y score. 1,1 re P- tonight 7.15pm. 
Corresloe: E12-E18. Olivier ft Lyr- 
telron: E8-E27 South Bank. SE1 
(0171-452 3000) BR/e Waterico. 


COUNTRYWIDE 


ROYAL SHAKESPEARE COMPANY 
OTOE BARBICAN: Tbe Lion, the 
Witch and the Wardrobe Adrian 
Noble directs the CS Lewis classic 
for children. In rep today. 1 45pm 
& 7.15pm. ends 6 May. 


BRIGHTON 

THEATRE ROYAL 5 mo key Joe's 
Cafe The rock'n'roll hit-make re' cel- 
ebrated in a musical revue. 8 Apr. 
7.45pm. 9 Apr. 5.30pm ft 8.30pm. 
10 Apr. 4pm £i 7.45pm. E1I-E2I. 
Bond Srreer (01 273-328488) 


BRISTOL 

HIPPODROME THEATRE Phan- 
tom of die Opera Tbur of Ltoyd Web- 
ber's hit musical Mon-Sat 7.30pm. 
mats Wed 6 Sat 2.30pm. ends 
22 May. E10-E30. c ones available. 5t 
Angus tines Parade (01 1 7-929 9444) 


CARDIFF 

ST DAVID'S HALL Pirates of Pen- 
zance Paul Nicholas stars in this 
swash -buckling reworking of the 
Gilbert and Sullivan classic 8- 1 0 Apr. 
7.30pm. mat taiiy 2 30pm. E9-E25. 
The Hayes (01222-878444) 


CHICHESTER 

CHICHESTER FESTIVAL THEATRE 
And Then There Were None Agatha 
Christie's whodunnit set on a remote 
island. 8-10 Apr. 7.30pm. mat today 
2.30pm. £5.50- £21. cones available. 
Oaklands Park (01243-781 312) 


COLCHESTER 

MERCURY THEATRE Uncle Vanya 
Chekhov's drama of family decay is 
set on a run-down estate in the 
Russian countrvside. Mon-Sat 
7.30pm. ends 24 Apr. £6. 50-El 5.50. 
Balkeme Gate (01206-573948) 


Events 


BATH 

THE ROYAL PHOTOGRAPHIC SO- 
CIETY For Most oT It I Have No 
Words: Simon Norfolk Images from 
sites of 20th-century genocide. 
Mm-Sun 9. 30am-530prn. ends 6 Jun. 
£2.50. The Octagon Galleries. 
Milsom Soeet (01 225-462841 ) 


BIRMINGHAM 

SYMPHONY HALL Dame Mri Ite 
Kanawa Hie popular soprano in a rare 
British reefed. Tonight 8pm. £5-£55. 
Broad Street (0121-212 3333) 


BURY ST ED MUNDS 

BHER FESTIVAL A diverse range of 
beera to sample, with entertainmenL 
Corn Exchange Abbeygate (01 842- 
860063). today 5 pm- 1 1pm. ends £* 
10 Apr. £1 before 6pm. £2 after 6pm. V, 


CAMBRIDGE 

FITZWILLIAM MUSEUM Picasso and 
Madsse Prints, drawings and ceram- 
ics from tbe collection. Ends I ) Apr. 
Recent Acquisitions of Contem- 
porary American Prints Et ch i ng s, 
lithographs, woodcuts and screen- 
prints. Ends 2 May. 

Rembrandt and the Passion The 
museum's collection of prints. Tue- 
Sat 10am-5pm. Sun 2.15pm-5pm, 
ends 20 Jun. free. Trumpington 
Street (01223-332900) 


CARDIFF 

LLANDAFF CATHEDRAL Mtiebl 
The Georgian choir airs natirc reper- 
tory. Tonight 8pm. £7, cones £5. 
Llandaff (01222-230451) 


CHELTENHAM 

PITTVILLE PUMP ROOM Allegri 
String Quartet A late Beethoven quar- 
tet phis others. Tonight 8pm. £7.50 
&£ 1 0. Albert Road (01 242-523852) 


LONDON '$ 

FAMILY DAY AT THE NATIONAL ~ 
ffntgrtgining nt and p dn ili*^ for all 
th e family from EtoiytcBmg to bafrion 
modelling The National Theatre - ^ '.-'v 
South Bank, SE 1 (01 71-452 3327) * 

© Waterioo/Embanknient. Today ' 
!0am-6pm, free. 


EXETER 

ROYAL ALBERT MEMORIAL MU- 
SEUM The Art of Hilda Cartine: Mrs 
Stanley Spencer Paintings by 
Spencer's first wife. Mon-Sat 1 0am- 
5pm. ends 3 May. free. Queen Street 
(01392-265858) 


LONDON 

BARBICAN HALL Royal Phfliar- 
monic/Gatti Berg’s Viotin Concerto 
and B rahms ’s 3rd Symphony. Tonight 
7.30pm. E5-E32. Barbican Centre. 
EC2 (0171-638 8891} «■ Moor- 
gate/Barbican. 


MUSIC 




Pop 


HATFIELD 

MARGARET HARVEY GALLERY 
Laura White Sculpture installation. 
Mon-Sat T 1am -4 pm. ends 1 May, 
free. University of Hertfordshire 
(01 707-285376} 


WEYMOUTH 

WEYMOUTH RAVI LION Bourne- 
mouth SInfonietta/Studt Mozart’s 
29th Symphony and Haydn’s 83rd. 
Tonight 7.30pm. £6-£14. The 
Esplanade (01 305-783225) 


BRIGHTON *i. 

BEDOUIN The space rockontfit with 
Hawkwind connectioos. The Albert .... 
Trafalgar Street (01273-730499) 
Tonight 8pm, phone for prices. 


Opera 


CARDIFF 

BEEN IE MAN, MR VEGAS The 
dancehaD reggae star with music 
from Ms new album, The Doctor. The 
Forum Queen Street (01222- 
227717) Tonight 9pm. £15. 




GUILDFORD 

MILL STTJDia YVONNE ARNAUD 
THEATRE Mr Dickens and Mr Shake- 
speare Edward Petherbridge delves 
into the lives of Charles Dickens and 
wanam Shakespeare. 8- 10 Apr. 8pm. 
£9. Millbrook (01483-440000) 


HIGH WYCOMBE 
WYCOMBE SWAN Earth and Sky 
Thriller about a librarian who thinks 
she knows her boyfriend well - until 
there is a murder, starring Sarp 
Janus. Tue-Sat 8pm. mats Wed & Sat 
2.30pm. ends 10 Apr. E6.50-E16. 
St Mary's Street (01494-512000) 


MALVERN 

MALVERN FESTIVAL THEATRE 
Things We Do for Love Belinda 
Lang stars in Alan Ayckbourn’s com- 
edy. Mon-Sac 8pm. macs Wed & Sat 
2.30pm. £1 4-£1 8. cones available. 
Grange Road (01684-892277) 


NORWICH 
THEATRE ROYAL Martin Guerre 
Boubfl and Schonberg’s musical love 
story. Mon-Sac 7.30pm. mar Today 
2.30pm. ends 10 Apr. E3.50-E24. 
Theatre Street (01603-630000) 


LONDON 

DESIGN MUSEUM Mini: 40 Years 
of a Design Icon Mini's designed by 
celebrities mark the 40th anniversary 
of the ve h i cl e . Ends 9 May. 
Modern Britain 1927-1939 
Indudes the work of Francis Bacon, 
Paul Nash and Barbara Hepworth. 
Mon-Sun 1 1 .3 Dam -6pm. ends 1 8 Jul. 
£5.25. cones £4. Shad Thames. SE1 
(01 71 -378 6055) « Tower Hill. 


LONDON 

WILTON'S MUSIC HALL The Silver 
Lake Staging of Kart Wall by Broominfl 
Opera. Tonight 7.30pm, ends 18 Apr. 
£15 & £20. Graces Alley El (0171- 
420 0000) ■©■ Tower Hill. 


CRAWLEY 

THE HOLLIES Pure pop harmonists 
of the 1960s and 1970s. The Hawth 
Hawth Avenue (01293-553636) 
Tonight 7.30pm, phone for prices. 


DANCE 


LONDON 

IAN DURY AND TOE BLOCK- ^ 
HEADS The punk-funk eccentric u . 
tours his Mr Love Pants album. 
Blackheath Halls Lee Road, SE3 
(0181-463 0100) BR: Blackheath. 
Tonight 8.30pm, £15. 


HAYWARD GALLERY Patrick 
Caulfield Colourful large paintings 
by the leading British artist Mon. 
Thur-Sun 1 Gam-6 pm. Tue ft Wed 
10am-8pm. ends 1 1 Apr. £6. cones 
£4. Belvedere Road. SE1 (0171-960 
4242) BR^e Waterloo. 


ABERGAVENNY 
BOROUGH THEATRE British Gas 
Ballet Central FUaoa of jazz and cod- 
temparaiy Tonight 7.30pm. £9. cones 
£6. Crass Street (01873- 850805) 


GRLSCHOOL, TANK The female 
heavy metal combo of the 1980s plus 
support The Garage Highbury Cor- 
ner N5 (01 71-6071818) BRJ* High- 
bury & Islington. Tonight 8pm. £7. 


'. . t : 


PLYMOUTH 
THEATRE ROYAL Boogie Nights 
Shane Richie stars in this 1970s mu- 
sical 8 Apr. 7.30pm, 9 Q 10 Apr. 6pm 
8 9pm. E8-E21, cones available. 
Royal Fbrade South (01752-267222) 


SALISBURY 
SALISBURY PLAYHOUSE Cotombe 
Jean Anouilh's stylish evocation of the 
Parisian theatrical demi-monde. 
8 6i 9 Apr. 8pm. mat today 2.30pm. 
ends 1 7 Apr. E8-E1 5. cones available. 
Malttiouse Lane (01722-320333) 


STRATFORD-UPON-AVON 
THE OTTER PLACE Oroonoko Adap- 
tation afAphrc Behifs Restoration nov- 
eL re-fceffing tbe tragic romance of 
a West African Prince. 8 & 9 Apr, 
7.30pm. ends 6 Oct. E10-E20. 
Southern Lane (01789-295623) 


SWINDON 

WYVERN THEATRE Haunting 
Julia Alan Ayckbourn’s thriller 
in which a father employs a psychic 
to solve the riddle of his daughter's 
death. Tue-Sat 7.30pm. mats Wed & 
Sat 2.30pm. ends 10 Apr. E7-E.10.50. 
Theatre Square (01793-524481) 


WATFORD 

PALACE THEATRE The Late Middle 
Classes Harold Pinter directs 
Simon Gray’s study of family conflict 
in 1950s England. Mon-Thur 7.45pm. 
Fri 6 Sat 8pm. ends 10 Apr. E4-E15.75. 
Clarendon Road (01923-225671] 


WOKING 

NEW VICTORIA THEATRE Grease 
Luke Goss stars. Tonight 8pm. 
E7-E22.50. Peacocks Arts 6 Enter- 
tainments Centre (01483-761144) 


Box Office 


Now Booking 

THE GRAMMY-WINNING Manic Street 
Preachers (below i headline at this year's 
V99 music fest The line-up also includes 
the Beautiful South, Suede and Gomez. 
Hylands Park, Chdm^brd^ssex. Tickets and 
information (0171-344 4444 ) 21-22 Aug 


Last Chance to Book 

THE RIOT, starring Jeffrey Hutchings 
(below), staged by the innovative Knee high 
Theatre Company highlights the conflicts 
within a Cornish fishing village. 

National Theatre, Cottesloe, London SEl 
(0171-452 3000), in rep to 28 Apr 



NATIONAL GALLERY Rartrails by In- 
gres Major exhibition oTpamtingsand 
Sawings by the 19th-century French 
artist Mon. Tue. Thur-Sun 1 0am -6pm. 
Wed 10am- 10pm. ends 25 Apr. £6. 
cones E4. Wed E4 7pm-10pm. 
Orazlo Gent Heschi at the Court of 
Charles 1 Rare exhibition exploring 
the work of the 17th-century I talian 
artist Mon. Tue. Thur-Sun 10am -6pm. 
Wed 10am-9pm, ends 23 May, free. 
Rogier Van Der Weyden m the 
National Gallery Painting by the 15tb- 
centuiy Dutch artist Mon. Tue, Thur- 
Sun 10arrv6pm. Wed 10am- 9pm. ends 
4 Jul. free. Trafalgar Square. WC2 
(0171-747 2885) e Charing Cross. 


READING 

THE HEXAGON Sc Petersburg Bal- 
let Theatre: GiseOe The company are 
joined by stars of the Kirov. Tonight 
7.30pm. £1 3.50- £22.50. cones aval- 
able. Queens Walk (01 1 B-960 6060) 


BADLY DRAWN BOY The lo-fi 
maverick. The Improv Tottenham 
Court Road. W1 (0171-387 2414) 
• Warren Street. Tonight 8pm. £7. 


LONDON 

JACKSON'S LANE COMMUNITY 
CENTRE Emily Bums Triple-bin from 
tlus promising choreographer. 8 & 9 
Ape 8pm. E8. cones £6. Archway Read. 
N6 (0181-341 4421)&Highgate. 


RUNRH3 The Celtic rockers, nowwith 
C anadian Bruce Gothro on vocals. 
Royal Albert Hall Kensington Gore. 
SW7 (0171-589 821 2) • High Street 
Kensington. Tonight 8pm. £T5-£20. 


ROYAL ACADEMY OF ARTS Mon- 
et in the 20th Century Paintings 
made in the 26 years after 1900. Mon- 
Thur 9am-6pm. Fri 9am-1 1pm. Sac 
8am-npm, Sun 8am-6pm, ends 
18 Apr. £9. cones £6. child (12-18) 
E3. child (8-11) £1.50. Burlington 
House, Piccadilly. W1 (0171-300 
8000) O Green Park. 


PURCELL ROOM Divas Double-bill 
of Grotesque Dancer and Die Or- 
chidee tm Pkistik Karton. Tonight 
8pm. £10, cones £8. South Bank. SI 
(0171-960 4242) BR/O Waterloo. 


BARRY ADAMSON AND MUTE ALL- 
STARS Adamson premieres his orig- 
inal soundtrackfbr the Japanese 
fil m A Page of Madness, witii Pan Son- 
ic, Add N to tX), SFT and Andrei Sam- 
sonov. Royal Festival Hall South 
Bank. SEl (0171-960 4242) BJVB 
Waterioo. Tonight 7.30pm. £1 2-£1 5. 


literature 


WAYNE KRAMER The MC5 guitar 
legend revered by the US alt rock 
scene. The Underworld Camden 
High Street, NW1 (01 7 1 -482 1 932] 
■©■ Camden Town. Tonight 7pm. £8. 


TATE GALLERY Art Now 17; 
Works on Paper and Paintings: 
Francis Bacon Previously unknown 
works. Ends 2 May. free. 
Pharmacy: Damien Hirst Installa- 
tion exploring modern medicine. 
Ends 2 May. free. 

Sorapheap Services: Michael Landy 
Installation of mannequins. Ends 
2 May. free. 

Jackson Pollock Major retrospective 
of the Abstract Expressionist's paint- 
ings. Ends 6 Jun. £7.50. cones £5. 
family El 9 (Firstcall 0870-842 
2233 + £1.60 bkg fee). 

Turner’s Last Papers 1820-51 
Examines the paper Turner used for 
his later work Ends 1 3 Jun. free. 
When Robots Rule - The One 
Minute Airplane Factory: Chris Bur- 
den installation of flying planes. 
Ends 27 Jun, free. 

Dangerous Uasons: Barbara Hep- 
worth and Ben Nicholson Exam- 
ining the cross fertilisation of ideas 
between the couple. Ends 1 1 Jul. free. 
Dangerous Liasons: Rodin and 
Gwen John Explores the relationship 
bewteen the artists. Mon-Sun 1 0am- 
5.50pm. ends 1 1 Jul. free. Millbank. 
SWI (0171-837 8000) O Pimlico 


BRIGHTON 

CHARLES ALLEN: THE SEARCH 
FOR SHANGRI-LA Allen reads from 
his book about the mythical Himalayan 
valley. Bonders Books Music Cafe 
Tonight 7 pm. free. Churchill Square 
Shopping Centre (01273-731 122) 


LUTON J.-.. 

PITCHSHIFTER. JANUS STARK, i 
SOUNDfSClPLES The UK extreme 
noise outfit meld punk attitude with 
dnim'n'bass. Venue 27 Upper 
George Street (01582-749740) 
Tonight 7.30pm. £6.50. 




LONDO N 

PETER ACKROYD The author reads 
from The Plato Papers. Waterstone's 
King's Road. SW3 (0171-351 2023). 
Tonight 7pm. free by ticket. 


NEWPORT 

FAITHLESS Serious dance project 
behind the bit single “God is a DJ". 
V3 Stow Hill (01633-222555) 
Tonight 7pm. £11. 


as 


Comedy 


BRIGHTON 

MEL AND SUE AT KOMED1A Light 

Lunch presenters Mel Giedroyc and 

Sue Pfirkins offer high jinks. Tonight 
8.30pm. £12. cones £10. Gardner 
Streer (01273-647100) 


SOUTHAMPTON 
THE BLUES BAND The 1960s Brit 
blues-boom veterans. The Guild- 
hall NorthGulld, Commercial Road 
(01 703-632601) Tbnlgjit 8pm. £10. 




v.i-. 


Music 


"fco -• 


Jazz, World, folk 


HIGH WYCOMBE 
HELLFIRE COMEDY CLUB AT 
TOWN HALL Featuring Dominic 
Holland. Steve Best and Dan An- 
topokskL Tonight 8pm. £6. Victoria 
Street (01494-512000) 


4c : .' 




CARDIFF 

DAWN ALLEN VbcaMed standards 
quartet Cafe Jazz St Mary Street 
(01222-232161). Tbnight 9pm. £4. 
cones £3. 


OXFORD 

ASHMOLEAN MUSEUM Buddhist 
Art from Tibet: The EM Sera t ton 
Collection Extensive collection 
notable for its diversity. Ends 2 May. 
From Cozens to Palmer Water- 
colours from the museum’s collection. 
Tue-Sat I0am-4pm. Sun 2 pm -4 pm. 
ends 27 Jun. free. Beaumont Street 
(01865-278000) 


LONDON 

HARRY HLL AT HEN AND CHCWBNB 
Surreal work in progress. Tonight 

8.30pm. £5. St Paul's Rd.N1 (0171- 
704 2001) • Highbury & Islington. 


SOUTHAMPTON 
JONGLEURS SOUTHAMPTON With 
John Mann. George Egg, Brian Hie. 
eins and Mark Hurst T™ uiht O 1 C 


CHELTENHAM 

KING PLEASURE AND THE BIS- 
CUIT BOVS Madcap leaning swing 
and R&B outfit The Attic High 
Street (01242-516645). Tonight 
8pm. £9.50. 


f&s, nnan nig- 

gms and Mark Hurst Tonight 6. 15pm 

£8. High Street (0845-608 1818) 


STIVES 

TATE GALLERY English Roots: Er- 
ic Cameron Layers of paint sur- 
rounefingorgankrobjeds. Ends 1 1 Apr. 
Quoit Montserrat: Veronica Ryan 
Marble sculpture linking St Ives 
with Montserrat Ends 1 1 Apr. 
Images of Portmeor Beach: 
Lubalna Himld Work in progress by 
tbe resident artist Mon-Sat l lam- 
7pm, Sun 1 1am-5pm. ends 18 Apr. 
£3.50. cones £2. Porthmeor Beach 
(01736-796226) 


Clubs 


DORKING 

DAVE CUFF QUARTET The con- 
temporary jazz and swing guitarist 
plays standards. The Watermill 
Reigare Road (01306-887831) 
Tonighr 8.30pm. £7. cones £5. 


Bkg 






. t 

t , 


BRIGHTON 

SHASHAMANI SOUND SYSTEM AT 
THE PRESSURE POINT Roots and 
dub. Tonight 1 0pm-2am. £4 50 
Richmond Place (OI273-702333j‘ 


LONDON 
KTLEEASTWOOD QUINTETThegO- 
^eadlUl^ and hard hnnhaecict pj 2 - 


_ 

iaa ° ub Dean Street 
W1 (01 71-439 8722)0 Tottenham 
Court Road. Tonight 9pm. £15. 


iV 


SWANSEA 

GLYNN VIVIAN ART GALLERY 
Eighteenth Century Derby Porce- 
lain Fine ceramics. Ends 25 Apr. 
Syzygy. Alan Rogers and Philip 
Mead Hbo cootiasting artistic visions. 
Tue-Sun 1 0am-5pm. ends 9 May, free. 
Alexandra Road (01 792-651 738] 


CAMBRIDGE 

UURABEAT AT THE FEZ CLUB 
Gary and Marcus play funk, big beat 
and house, "tonight 8pm-2am, £5; jyu,.. 
ket Passage (01223-519 224) 


ECHOES OF ELUNGTON JAZZ OR- 
o»KTRa Pete Long-a tribute to tbe 
Scott’s Filch Street W1 
V 1 , 3 ? S?? « l«ester Square. 
S'!* 11 & H.30pm. £15, mems£4. 


LONDON 

YOU’RE Spoiling us at thf 
«FE tX FARJ5 Eghtfc,dectro&wS 
Dawe Ball Mark Moore and Jon 
Pleased Wimmin. Tonight 10pm- 
3am. £10. Coventry Street u\fl 
(01 71-734 7700) • FSccadiUy Circus. 


The nocturnal sout-jazz 

606 °1 «■ Camden Town, 
lonlghc 8pm. E12.50-E16. 




NOTTINGHAM 

^fZWlTO AN AYME Charily spe- 
Fhffick airi 

Hutbon Bands. The Manor GonNston 
(01 1 5-981 6662) Tonight 8pm. £3. 
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JcaOZ&e Bai.-9LOO Kevin Greening 
-»Mdo Whfey. 2 .00 Mark Rad- 
S^4 jCK> CWs Moytea SA5 
jwjaal &00 Dave Pearce. &O0 
^velanacq-'^the Evening Ses- 
kudo John Peel 12X10 Andy 
jug^ZOO.Cfte Warren. 44KJ - 
^*0 Scott Wife 

t5dio2 T-;^ 

msq2MHz FMi). 
c0O Sarah Kennedy. T30 Wake 
Upto VVbgan. 9L30 Ken Sruca 
•2jOO Jmmy Young SLOO Ed Stew- 
art 5JJ5 Johnnie Wtaker. 7.00 Bob 
^nis Country. 6LOO Paul Jones. 
ajOO lbke ft Easy - Caffbmta Cool 
gjO The News Huckftnes. 10X10 
■ma Alan Price Set 10.30 Richard 
Aftjson. 124)0 Mo Dutta.3JX>- 


MUH0 3 

M2.gZ.4Miz FM ) 

&O0 On Air. 
gjOO fctesterwxks. 

KJJO Artist erf the Week. 

KjOO Sound Stories. 

12 J )0 Proms Composer of the 
Hfeek: Britten (R) 

too The Ratio 3 Lunchtime Con- 
cert Nchda Heywood Thomas rv 
tioduces a recital given last year. 
Joshua ffifkri (piano) plays preludes 
,-^f fugues by Bach interspersed 
OT some classic rags by Scott 
Jopfin{R) 

2XJ0 The BBC Orchestras. 

4j00 The Piana 
SjOO tiTune. 

730 Performance on 3. Introduced 
by Geoffrey Baskervffie. Timothy 
Hugh (cetoj, BBC Scottish Sympho- 
ny Orchestra/Osmo Vanska. MacNB- 
lan: The Confession of Isobel 
Gowda Vteiton: CeRo Concerto 
Vaucfran WSsams: Symphony No a 
9X5 Postscript Frve explorations by 
bn Christie of how cinema has con- 
tinued the Sterary and visual tradition 
of apocalypse 4: first and Last 
Things'. Since the 60s, popular cfoe- 
ma has produced a number of mi- 
lennial epos that trace the 
destruction and rebirth of dvisa- 
tiona The best known of these are 
ftflerb ‘Mad Max’ and Romerofe 
‘Dead’ trilogy. These draw freely on 
apocalyptic tracWons of prophecy 
and salvation, and on popitiar inter- 
est in mythology; environmentalism 
aid the occult 


PICK OF THE PAY 


I THe publicity machine for 
the rebirth of “Tiffany” rumbles 
on, heedless of public uninterest, 
as Martine McCutcheon - our 
answer to Celine Dion - talks 
about her bid for pop stardom 
on Woman’s Hour (10am R4). 

I In the fascinating series 
Crossing Continents (11am R4>, 
Julian Pettifer visits Estonia 
and hears about schemes to 
encourage greater integration 


and trust between Estonians 
and the ethnic Russian minority. 

Mayoral Chain <8pm R4> 
traces the troubled history of 
London, from medieval times 
to the current plan for the first 
elected Mayor. Contributors 
indude Lords Patrick JeoMn, 
Kenneth Baker; Ken Livingstone 
(right) and Lord Levene, the 
672nd Lord Mayor of the City. 

Dominic Cavendish 



9-40 French Piano Music for Four 
Hands, figure: Dofly Suite, Op 56 Ka- 
tia and Marietta Labeque (piano). 
104)0 Music Restored. Lucie Skeap- 
ing introduces a selection of 18th- 
century French chamber music from 
the time of Louis XV. inctucfing 
Lecteir's large-scale suite Premiere 
recreation de musique', specially 
recorded by the Hanover-based en- 
semble Mustca Alta Ripa. 
tLOO fvflght Waves. Greek mytholo- 
gy and 20th-century industrial policy 
come together in Tbny Harrison's first 
fiction feature film, Prometheus’, fri a 
Yorkshire village, where the country^ 
last pit is about to dose, the pit man- 
ager is revealed as a modem-day 
Hermes sent by Zeus to punish 
mankind. Paul Alien talks to Tony 
Harrison about using mythology to 
interpret modem ife and writing tia- 
togue in rhyming couplets. Plus a re- 
port on the fifth British Art Show, 
which opens in Edinburgh. 

11-30 Jazz Notes. 

124)0 - 64)0 Through the Night. 

RADIO 4 

{92A-94£MHz FM ) 

64)0 Today. 

94)0 Mehryn Bragg - in Our Tine. 
A30 Automatic for the People. 

9-45 Serial: Just William - foe 80th 
Anniversary. 

104)0 NEWS; Womanfe Hour. See 
Pick of the Day. 

114)0 NEWS; Crossing Continents. 
See Pick of the Day. 

TL30 My Unde Fredda 
12.00 NEWS; You and Yours. 

1XH) The Wbrid at Ona 
130 Open Country. 

24)0 NEWS; The Archers. 


245 Afternoon Play: Woman of Ice. 
34)0 NEWS; Cal \bu and Yours: 
0870 010 0444 
3428 Ratio 4 Appeal 
330 What’s Yours Is Mina (R) 

3,45 This Sceptred IsJa 
44X) NEWS; Nice Work. 

430 The Material World. 

54H> PM. 

64)0 Six O'clock News 
630 That Reminds Me. 

74)0 NEWS; The Archers. 

715 Front Row. John Wilson with foe 
arts programme. 

745 Diary of a Provincial Lady. By 
E M Detafiekl dramatised by Jane 
Rogers The everyday 30s journal of 
how to run a house, a husband, a 
coo k, a nanny, two chidren, bother- 
some neighbours, irritating relatives, 
and still manage to keep your sanity 
and your green fingers With Imelda 
Staunton and Richard Hope. Director 
Cfive BrUI (4/15) 

84)0 NEWS; Mayoral Chain. Niget 
Wrench looks at the new form of 
government about to be established 
in London - foe fourth such attempt 
this century. Is it impossible to gov- 
ern the capital dty? See Pick of 
the Day. 

830 Agenda. Dennis Sewell as- 
sesses foe state of pofitics at the 
start of foe campaign for next 
month's elections. 

94)0 NEWS; Leadeig Edge Stories 
from the cutting edge of science 
Geoff Watts reports on the highights 
of the British Psychology Society's 
annual conference in Belfast 
930 Melvyn Bragg - in Our Time. 
■KWH) NEWS; The Wbrid Tonight 
With Robin Lustig 


10.45 Book at Bedtime: Archangel. 
Robert Harris's bestselling thriller is 
read by Alan Howard By Robert 
Harris. Papu Rapava knows where 
the notebook is but there is more 
than one person on his traS (4/10). 
tLOO NEWS: Do Go On. A six-part 
comedy series that uses foe format 
of a live radio discussion programme 
to take an orignal look at media ab- 
surdty. With Ainsley Biot and his 
guests. 2: ‘Art’. With Griff Rhys 
Jones, Graeme Garden and Melanie 
Hudson. 

1130 Your Place or Mine?. (R) 
124)0 News. 

1230 The Late Book: Earthly Joys 
12-48 Shipping Forecast 
14)0 As W»1d Service. 

530 World News. 

535 Shipping Forecast 
5.40 inshore Forecast 
345 Prayer for foe Day. 

5.47 • &00 Farming Today. 

RADIO 4 LW 
(198kHz ) 

9.45 - KWH) Daily Service. 124)0 
- 124)4 News; Shipping Forecast 
534 - 537 Shipping Forecast 
RADIO 5 LIVE 

{693, 909kHz MW ) 

64)0 Breakfast 
94)0 Nicky Campbell 
124)0 The Midday News. 

14)0 lan Payne 
44H) Drive 
74)0 News Extra. 

730 Wembley, the Church of Foot- 
ball. Tom Watt presents a four-part 
footballing history of Wembley Stadi- 
um. 1: The White Horse Finar. 
Wembley’s first FA Cup final, when 
over 300000 people turned up to 


watch West Ham play Bolton on 28 
Apri 1923 Inducing updates on 
Chelsea's game in foe Cup Winners 
Cup in regular sports bulletins 
through foe evening. 

84)0 Inside Edge Rob Bonnet frt- 
vestigates sporting issues. 

94)0 Hoops. Fat Freddie M rounds 
up the latest news from the British 
basketball scena 
930 Sports hop. Trixie Raw&nson 
presents the sports consumer pro- 
gramme, inducing sporting rivesti- 
gations and news of a# the latest 
sporting gadgets. 

104K) Late Night Live. With Mck 
Robinson. Ind 1030 Sport TtOO 
News, ti.15 financial World Tonight 
LOO Up Al Night 
54K) - 64H) Morning Reports. 

CLASSIC FM 

(1000- fOtSMHz FM J 
64)0 Michael Mappin. 8410 Henry 
Kelly. 124)0 Requests. 24)0 Con- 
certo 300 Jamie Crick. 630 
Newsnight. 74K> Smooth Classics at 
Seven. 94)0 Evening Concert Con- 
ductor Adrian Boult Britten: The 
Young Person's Guide to the Orches- 
tra Vaughan Williams: A London 
Symphony (Symphony No 2). LPQ 
Wagner Siegfried Idyl LSG 
Tchakovsky: Overture 'Romeo and 
Juliet 1 . LP01L00 Alan Mann. 24)0 
Concerto 34) - 64) Mark Griffiths. 
VIRGIN RADIO 

(1215. T197- 1260kHz MW D58MHZ FM } 
630 The Breakfast Show. 930 
Russ Williams. LOO Nick Abbot 
44)0 Harriet Scott 6^45 London 
Calling with Harriet Scott/AM Pete 
and Geoff. 730 Pete and Geoff. 
104)0 Gary Davies LOO James 
Merritt 4.30 - 630 PhO Kennedy. 
WORLD SERVICE RADIO 
(198kHz LW ) 

LOO The world Today. 130 The 
Works. 135 My Century. 24)0 The 
World Today. 230 Westway. 2 j 45 
Performance 330 The World To- 
day. 330 World Business Report 
345 Insight 44)0 The Wbrid To- 
day. 430 Sports Roundup. 430 - 
74)0 The World Today (430-700) 
TALK RADIO 

6.00 Charlie Catch pole and Nfck 
Ferrari. 94H> Scott Chisholm and 
Salty James 1230 Justice with Ja- 
cobs LOO Anna Raeburn. 430 
The SportZone. 745 Chelsea v Real 
Malorca. 104)0 James Whale 
1230 - 64H) Ian Collins 
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SKY PREMER 

LOO Amy (1981) (79953) 830 Fly Away 
Home (1996) (57224) 1030 it takes Two 
(1995) (58040) 1230 h Bee Flynn (1985) 
(70175) 230 Amy (1981) (82021) 4 30 
Fly Away Home (1996) (9021) 64)0 It. 
Takes Two (1995) (34585) 84*0 Holly- 
wood Buzz (5934) 830 I Postino (1995) 
(34089934) See Pic* of the Day. 1020 
Jerry MagUre (1996) (22382427) 1240 A 
Time to KiB (1996) (22940199) 340 - 
630 Chfldren of a Lesser God (1980) 
(75737575) ■ 

SKY IIOVIEIIIAX 
730 Murder, She While: South by 
Southwest (1997) (92305) 930 Behind 
theWaterfal (1995) (79446) 1130 Big- 
foot: the Unforgettable Encounter (1994) 
(28484) 130 Murder, She Wrote: South 
by Southwest (1997) (40934) 330 Be- 
hind the VteterfaB (1995) (10224)530 
Bigfoot the Unforgettable Encounter 
(S94) (37069) 730 The Rockford Files - 
I S« LOW LA. (1995) (83137) 930 Ru> 
riri Home (1998) (15359) tLOO Bated 
(1997) (789445) «30 Nemesis (1992) 
(204441) 235 Murphy* Romance (1985) 
(715809) 445 - 730 The Rockford Files 
- 1 StB Love LA. (1995) (32413557) 


SKYCMBU 

430 The Bohemian GM (1936) (7496069) 
630 Tarzarts Revenge (1938) (4706250) 
MlfcThe HubJer (1961) ^3742205) 1055 
Hu^l963) (7796137) 12415 100 Yaars_ 
100 Movies (3948625) 1235 MASH 
(1970) (7442625) 230 Rawhide (1951) 
(97802644) 4JE0 Son of Paletace (®52) 
(7006606) 535 Close. . 
nUBFOUR 

630 The Chorus (5849309) 630 The 
Transfer (®72) (®97243) 7.40 Sewn 
Shfoy Coins (709593^. 830 Other Peo- 
ple's Money (1991) (33854595) 335 
Rooftop (2252408) 1030 Point Break 
(1991) (25322663) 1235 Darkness tn 
Taffln (1993) P162977) L40 fo My 
Dreams (3912828) 130 Denise Cafe Up 
(1995) (4157199) 345 - 630 Portraits 
CNnois (1996) (67957847) 

DISCOVERY CHANNEL 

430 Rex Hunt’s Fishing Adventures 
(1993595) 430 The Diceman (1999779) 
530 Best of British (6074866)630 
Wflcflfe SOS (1903972) 630 Untamed 
Amazonia (5132427) 730 FSghtifte 
(1990408) 830 MedcaJ Detectives 
.830 Metical Detectives 
. 830 Shadow of the Assassin 
1030 Forensic Detectives 


Satellite and Cable 


PICK OF THE DAY 


THERE IS a real poignancy 
permeating D Postino i. 830pm 
Sky Premier), which stems 
from the fact that the lead actor 
Massimo Troisi died from a 
heart attack just 12 hours after 
shooting was completed. This 
touching film (right), directed by 
Michael Radford, was a cherished 
project for 'froisL In this satellite 
premiere, nominated for a Best 
Picture Oscar he plays Mario, a 
diffident man who becomes the 
personal postman for an exiled 


Chilean poet (Philippe Noiret). 
From him, Mario begins to learn 
howto woo the object of his desire 
(Maria Grazia CudnottaL 
In the 1990s. Boris Yeltsin 
(9pm History Channel) who is 
profiled tonight, climbed on a 
tank to quell an uprising and 
became a hero to the Russian 
people. The Russian President 
battiingill health and alcoholism, 
is now a marginalised figure in 
his own country 

JAMES RAMPTON 



(8904972) tLOO The FBI FUes (3217291) 
1230 Engineering Disasters (6249170) 
130 Ffigttine (3839557) 130 The Dice- 
man (9099809) 230 Ctosa 

SKY ONE 

730 Court Duckxtia (78205) 730 Simmy 
(80040) 830 Earthworm Jm (11021) 830 
Godzla (10392) 930 Pokernon (34972) 
930 The Simpsons (52886) 1030 Shad- 
ow Raiders (87601) 1030 Xena: Warrior 
Princess (14972) 1130 Legend of the hid- 
den City (86359) 1230 larzsn: the Epic 
Adventure (75717) 130 Mad about >0u 
(77578) 130 Jeopardy (55953) 230 Sally 
Jessy Raphael (58330) 330 Jerry Jones 
(B0175) 430 Potemon £682) 430 Shad- 
ow Raiders (8866) 530 Star Trek: Voyager 
(6175) 630 American Dumbest Criminate 
(9355$. 630 Dream Team (3311) 730 The 
Simpsons (4576) 730 The Simpsons 
(9595) 830 Americas Dumbest Crrnteab 
(3229. 830 WforWS WfeWest TV (235S) 
930 Friends (65866) 930 E R (26595) 
1030 V&rcrfcaS Ctoset (3C85) tLOO 
Dream Team (BOStl) tL30StarTrek:\toy- 
ager (18406) 1230 Law and Order 
©3625) 130— TOO Long Play (4734809) 

SKY SPORTS 1 

730 Sky Sports Centre (547T755) 715 
World Wresting Federation Shat Gin 
(265069) 845 \buVe on Sky Sports 
(7070Y37) 930 Racing New® (343fl) 930 
Aerobics - Oz Style (W4Z7) 1030 Bating 
- Bfo FigM Countdown (98595) KL30 
Ru^by League World (96866) 1230 


Aerobics - Oz Style (54175) 1230 Baxteg 
- Big Fight Countdown (78243) LOO Motor 
Sport (31798) L30 European Tour Golf 
Magadne (77514) 230 Vfatersports World 
(9922D 330 Total Sport (4595) 330 
Rugby League Wbrid (22934) 530 World 
Wresting Federation Sup erstar s (8175) 
630 Sky Sports Centra (9779) 630 Boo- 
ing - Big Fight Countdown (3359) 730 
FootbaB league Review (43156) 830 
Spanish FootbaB (23392) 1030 Sky 
Sports Centre (238953) 1045 YouTe on 
Sky Sports (445934) tLOO Baring pg6CT) 
1L30 FutoOl Mundal (94779) 1230 Sky 
Sports Centre (4335809) 12i5 YouYeon 
Sky Sports (7268441) 130 FootbaB 
leagje Review (73880) 230 Ritbol 
Mundal (288281 230 Spanish Footbal 
(97536) 430 Trans World Sport (439^) 
530 Sports Centre (6617625) 5-45 Ctosa 
SKY SPORTS 2 

730 Aerobics - Oz Style (2105705) 730 
Sky Sports Centre (4887885) 745 Racing 
News (3581427) 845 Unbelevabte Sports 
(9638408) 835 Sky Sports Centre 
(9272243) 930 Fish TV (6026196) 930 
Fish TV Fishing Texas (9428040) 1030 
Golf Extra (9*15576) 1230 International 
Cricket (9558863) 330 Inside the PGA 
Tour (3327330) 430 International Cricka 
(1233853) 830 Inside the PGA Tour 
(5070SI4) 830 The Ffogby CU> (2994779) 
930 Major League BasebaD (5071576) 
1130 F3 Racing (3352021) 1230 What a 
Weekend (8715422) 1230 The Rugby 
O* (8165712) 130 Trans World Sport 


(4007793) 230 F3 fiaefog *4227160) 330 
Sky Sports Centre 190221422). 345 Close. 

SKY SPORTS 3 

1230 World Wresting Federation Super- 
stars (76396021) LOO Fish TV 
(46209427). 130 Fsh TV i76316885t 
230 Snooker (10036021 1 530 FootbaB 
League 167426682) 6.00 What a Week- 
end (24090330) 630 F3 (240816821 730 
Snooker (964216821. 1030 What a Week- 
end (51863156) 1030 Trans World Spon 
{530621371 1130 Close 
EUROSPORT 

730 Curing (91972) 830 Fcotbal 
(70779) 1030 Football European Champi- 
onship l e-jen ds (41040) tL30 Terrts 
(20717) 1230 Tennis (8693921 330 Cy- 
cling (912051 430 Footbal (1309) 630 
Thai (7175) 630 Racing Line (8427) 730 
FootoaJ (473591. 930 Bcraig (75804) 
930 Football (26750) 1130 Racing Lne 
(17069) 1130-1230 Bowtmg (5222*1) 

UK GOLD 

730 Crr.«sroads (3200934) 7.30 Ne»^r- 
bours (76509341 735 EaslEnders 
(86664461 830 The Bill (7230779) 930 
The Bfl (7254359) 930 The House of 
EBott (1946866) 1030 flhoda 17913343) 
1130 Dallas (9382798) 1135 Neighbours 
{489593301 1235 EastEnders (9431885) 
130 Buqs (5198205) 230 Dallas 
(1723866) 235 The BJ (5569066). 335 
The Bl (2165972) 335 EastEnders 
(1755048) 430 Rhoda (1991157) 530 AB 
Creatures Great and Smal (60762211 630 


Dynasty (5118069) 730 The Comedy Alter- 
native: Ever Decreasfog Crcies (6681935 ) 
740 Last c4 the Simmer Wne (7737750) 
830 Dacft Army (9W 4682) 930 The 
Yaiteg Ones 12165427) M5 Bottom 
(6461934) 10-25 Stark (89462359) 1130 
The Bill (5684595) 1230 The SI 
(7803335) 1230 Between the Lines 
(5126460) 135 Dads Army (2713460) 

230 The Man from Auntie (8477557) 

235 - 730 Shopping (71609719) 

LIVING 

S .00 Can t Cock, Won’t Cook (7609779) 
630 Animal Rescue (1303595) 730 Pro- 
lessor Bubble (6195663) 735 CaiBou 
(195060U 730 Poka Dot Shorts (4364601) 
7.40 Johnson arid Friends (1940392) 730 
Babaloos (4270137) 755 Practical Parent- 
rig (4279408) 830 Barney and Friends 
(4289885) 8.25 My Zoo (8373934) 830 
Tny and Crew (8399427) 850 Practical 
Parenting (96262M) 930 Special Babies 
(3493175) 930 Home and Away (2071359) 
1030 The Jerry Spmger Show (2571359) 
1050 Maury Pcwh (7307750) 1140 
Brookside (71618156) 12J0 Through the 
Keyhole (36834514) 12>*0 Rescue 911 
00818392) HO Beyond Befef. Fact or Fic- 
tion (885309531 L40 Maury Porrich 
167720691 230 Special Babies (1971311) 
330 Trie Jerry Springer Show (4020913) 
350 Mchiel Cole (8554385) *.40 Home* 
and Away (56229088) 540 Through the 
Keyhole 15W58972) 540 Can! Cock. 

Wont Cod* (9606750) 6.15 The Jerry 
Springer Show (5679250) 735 Rescue ?ti 
I9U99531 735 Anmai Res*s« (4015088) 
330 LA Law 15156791) 930 Fain: 
Woman with a Past f1992) (8401868) 1130 
Se*tasy! (3931934) 1230 Close. 

TNT 

930 Camery Row 0982) (70350345) 

TUS Oner (1982j (97263205) LIS The 
Hunger (1983) (71213828) 330 Cannery 
Row (1982) (8475-3373) 530 Close: 
PARAMOUNT COMEDY CHANNEL 
730 Clueless 17446) 730 CarcArte m the 
Guy (5935) 830 Mad about You (3866) 
830 Spte City 15601) 930 Drop trie Dead 
Donkey (127981 930 Whose Line Is It Any- 
way? 156021) 1030 Frasier (53446) 

10.30 Cheers (39866) 1130 Senfetd 
117343) 1130 Late fight with David Letter- 
man 165798) 1230 The Larry Sanders 
Show IB7W7) 130 trt Garry Shanding's 
Show (84915) 130 Muses (98606) 230 
Almost Perfect (19170) 230 Tibs and Ftos 
152967) 330 Mork anti Mncty 164151) 
330-430 Abbon 8 Costeki (29557) 
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regional Television Variations 


SCI N IRELAND 
4 BBC1 London excepts 630 

lewsflne 030 (779) 1230 Hearts aid 
»nd3 £36806) 1230 Fim: Neon Em- 
re (766606) 230 Joins BBC News 34 


BBC1 SCOTLAND _ _ 

As BBC1 London except: 1245 

Dotaman (7290779) 12-40 Nodaldh 
(76056371) 030 News (427) 630 R0* 
portfog Scotland; W&afoer (779) 

BBC1 WALES 

As BBC1 London except: 630 

Wales Today (779) 

ANGLIA ' 

As Canton except: 10-40 FUm: 
Bears and I (31806953) IMS An- 

^Newaand Washer (7^9663) 

JQS5 Shortiand Street (1979595) L30 
Lre Desctor (1637902TL t55 The Jarry 

News and Weather (5933601) 530 Lie 
D«BCtorj8433863) 625 About Angte 
^^fCftOOAnsfa News (595) 
Nawa and Weather 
K20m£.tL3D Crime Mght 04357^. 
the 'ncketfT77359) 1230 Pubfc 
{5400^-1230 The Jerry 
- w5 


Tralnspottas (342240) 2J5 Pop (town 

the Pub 09557) 235 Box Office Ameri- 
ca (4203002) 340 Cybernet 
(84668002) 330 Murder. She Wrote 
(2062151) 430 Coach (83030267) 

430 ITV NlgWscreen (3570450) 
CENTRAL 

As Carlton except: 12-20 Central 
News and Weather (9407392) 1235 Lie 
Detector (2895408) 240 Echo Po»it 
(59032595) 030 Shortiand Street (682) 
630 Central News at Six (595) *L20 
Central News and Weather (820791) 
1130 Wonderful You (443359). 435 
Jobfteder (8591422) 530 Asian Eye 
<373 4606) 

HTV WALES 

As Carlton except: 10.40 FHm. 

The Bears end l (31806953) «J5 KTV 
News and Weather (7289663) 12-55 
shortiand Street (1979595). 130 Ue De- 
tector (16379021) L55 The Jerry 
‘ jer Show (5244779) 340 ITV 
Headlines (5934330) 3.15 HTV 
^33601) 530 Crazv Creanxes 
630 HTV 


News 

(682) 


News 


T.30 


Wales This Week (359) 1030 The Fer- 
ret (75205). 1030 Sharp End (84953) 
«30 HTV News and Weather (820791) 
1130 Tonight with Trevor McDonald 


(58885). 1230 The Jerry Springer 
Show (9442248) 1J5 Trainspotters 
48) 245 Pop down the Pub 
2i45 Bo* Office America 
002) 340 Cybernet (84668002) 
ZAO Muder, She Wrote (2062151) 430 
Coach (83030267) 430 ITV 
Mghtscreen (3570460) 

HTV WEST 

As HTV Wales except: 5.30 Plea- 
sure Glide (682) 7.30 We Can Work It 
Out (359) 1030 Tonight with Trevor 
McDonald (1934) 1L30 A Trip in the 
Cosmic Buggy (18311) 12.00 Pubfic 
Morals (54002) 

MERIDIAN 

As Carlton except: 10.40 Film: 

The Bears and I (31806953) 1245 
Meridian New and Weather (7289663) 
1235 Shortiand Street 0979595) 130 
Lie Detector (16373021) 135 The Jerry 
Springer Show (5244779) 340 ITV 
News HeadSnes (5934330) 345 Meridi- 
an News and weather (5933601) 530 
Lie Detector (7408) 536 Crlmestoppers 
(38703961 530 Ridgerlders (682) S30 
Meridian Tonight (595) 11-20 Meridian 
News (820791) 1130 fitZ (58885) 


1230 The Jerry Springer Show 
(9442248) 145 Trainspotte 


iinspoiters (342248) 



245 Pop down the Pub (19557) 2.45 
Box Office America 14203002) 3.10 Cy- 
bernet (84 668002 1 3.40 Murder. She 
Wrote (20621511 4.30 Coach 
(83030267). 4.50 ITV Nightscreen 
(745400641 530 Free screen (3626?) 

WESTCOUNTRY 
As Carlton except: 10.40 Film 
The Bear*, and I (31&069531. 12.15 West- 
country News (7289663) 12.27 Illumi- 
nations (9415311) 12.55 Westcountry 
Lunchtime bve (2896408). 340 ITV 
News Headlines (5934330) 3.15 West- 
country News (5933601) 5.30 Dig It 
with Den (682) 6.00 Westcountry Live 
(595). 1130 Westcountry News 
820791). 11.30 Wonderful You (58885) 
12.30 Jerry Springer Show (9442248) 
1J5 Trainspotters 1342248) 2.15 Pop 
down the Pub (19557) 2.45 Box Office 
America (4203002). 3.10 Cybernet 
(84668002). 3.40 Murder. $ne Wrote 
(2062151) 4.30 Coach (83030267). 

4.50 ITV Nightscreen (3570460) 
YORKSHIRE 

As Carlton except.' 12-20 calendar 
News and Weather (9407392) 12.55 Lie 
Detector 12895408) 2.10 The Making of 
a Bug's Life (69032595). 5.30 Tonight 
(807205) 5.55 Calendai (372311) 11.20 


Calendar News and Wealhpr (820791) 
11.30 Survivors (18311). 12.00 Tales 
from the Dark side 1 7546286). 4.15 
Joblinder (8597606) 

TYNE TEES 

As Yorkshire except: 12.20 North 
East News and Weal her (9407392) 5J0 
North East Tonight (17750) 11.20 North 
East News and Weatner 1820791). 

S4C 

As Channel 4 except: 6.00 

Sesame Street (8649393-H 12.00 Daw- 
sons Creek (93403040) 1.00 Planed 
Plant (69039934) 1.30 Film: The Vi- 
cious Circle* (21118717) 3.00 Doors to 
Manual (41830175) 4.30 Pick/ Lake 
(99437779) 5.00 Planed Plant: Uned 5 
(41802392) 5.30 Countdown 
(99451359) 6.00 Newyddion 
(49985779). 6.10 Henri (39766224) 7.00 
Robert y Cwm (41822156) 7.30 Newyd- 
dion (99438408) 8.00 Sleymaker 
(41B08576) 8.30 Pam F« OuW? 

(418103m 9.00 i dot i ?7559779i 10.00 
Fathei Ted (5127623*1 10.35 Friends 
181268427/ 11.05 Th<? J1 OCtoC* Show 
(85806330). 11.35 king ol ine Hill 
(67403359) 12.05 Secrets ot the Circus 
(15415354) 12.35 Pn?v (86000373). 
1.30-2.05 Dispatches (12554286) 


Chess 

Jon speelman 


THE ANNUAL Dos H era anas tour- 
nament got underway on Tuesday 
with a splendidly bloodcurdlng 

openinground The hig stay before 

began was the withdrawal of the 
ill Alexander Morozevieh, who was 
replaced by Boris GeUand. 

Since Gelfand hadn't yet arrived, 
his first round game against 
Korchnoi had to be postponed but 
the other four more than made up 
for this. Illescas v Topalov and 
Kramnik v Karpov were both 

drawn though Karpov survived 
some pressure and Topalov was 
very close to the edge. But White 
triumphed in both the other two. 

Michael Adams won a nice game 
against Peter Svidier's Sicilian Naj- 
dorfi highly reminiscent of his vic- 
tory against the same opponent at 
Tilburg last year. 

With 10-.t>4, Svidler varied from 
that game in which he had played 
the usual 10...Nh5 but the plot line 
still remained the same: in a posi- 
tion with queens one pair of rooks 
and opposite coloured bishops - a 
highly inflammatory material bal- 
ance in which initiative is every- 
thing - Svidler got mated. The 
culprit this time may be the new 
move itself. Certainly after 16.Nh5, 
Black looked in very serious trou- 
ble. The excellent 26.e6! - rather 
than 26.exd6 - split Black’s kingside 
open. The end was slaughter. 

Michael Adams v Peter Svidler 
“Sicilian Najdorf” 
l.e4 C5 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 Cxd4 4.Nxd4 
Nfii 5.Nc3 a6 6_Be3 e5 7.Nb3 Be6 
8J3 Nbd7 9.g4 b5 10.g5 b4?! 1 l.Ne2 
Nh5 12.Qd2 Be7 13J^g3 NF4 14.h4 
h6 15~Bxf4 exf4 16.Nh5 Bxb3 
17^xb3 g6 18J4xf4 hxg5 19JMd5 
Rxh4 20.Rxh4 gxh4 21.0-0-0 Nf6 
22.BC4 Nxd5 23.Qxd5 Bg5+ 

24 Jvbl Ra7 25.e5 Kf8 26.e6! Bfo 
27.exfi Qe7 28i4 Qxf7 29.Qxd6+ 


Qe7 30.Qb8+ Kg731.Rgl Kh6 
32.Bd3 Rd7 33.Qg8 1-0 

Fbr all that, the game of the 
round was surely Judit Polgar’s 
explosive attacking victory against 
Viswanathan Anand. In a different 
and considerably madder Najdorf 
line, she initially sacrificed both 
knights though one was soon re- 
gained. In a game Wedberg v 
Novikov Copenhagen 1991 Black 
deferred the capture on c3 with 

13.. .QC7 14JBd3 Nc5 15£c4 dxc3 
16.Bxc3 Nfe4 and later won easily 
but of course Judit must have had 
improvements ready. 

If 23...NC5 24£e3 Nxe6 25ixe6 is 
also very dangerous since White 
threatens 26J5 and the attempt to 
repeat with 2o...Qg6 (25. J5?? 26.e7l 
wins* 26.Qh3 Qh6? (he has to try 

26.. .Qe8 27.15!) loses to 27.Qxh6 
Bxh6 28.e7 Re8 29.Rxfo Bg7 30.Rf7 . 

White got a massive bind and 
after 26.Bd5! soon won the piece 
back by force. Fantastic stuff! 

Judit Polgar v Viswanathan 
Anand 

Dos Herm ana s 1999 (Round 1) 


’‘Sicilian Najdorf" 

I.e4c5 

18.f4 Qb€ 

2.Nf3 d6 

19.Qg3 Qh6 

3.d4 cxd4 

20.Rd6! ffy 

CNxd4 Nf6 

2l.Bd2e4 

5.Nc3 a6 

22£c4b5 

6.Be3 e6 

233e6Ra7 

7.g4e5 

24.Rc6 a5 

8.Nf5 g6 

25.Be3 Rb7 

9.g5gxfc 

26.Bd5! Rb8 

lO.exfS d5 

27.Rc7b4 

Il.Qf3d4 

28.b3Rb5 

12.0-0-0 Nbd7 

29.Bc6 Rxf5 

13.Bd2 dxc3 

30.Rxc8 Rxc8 

14.Bxc3 Bg7 

31.Bxd7 Rcc5 

15.Rgl 0-0 

323xfi RxfB 

I6.gxf6 Qxf6 

33.Rdl Kg8 

17.Qe3 Kh8 

34.Qg2 K£8 1-0 


POKER 

David Spanier 


AN\ T ONE WHO thinks gambling 
offers an easy way of life is seriously 
mistaken. Just how badly mistaken 
can be seen in a new television pro- 
grame entitled Winners, which 
shows a trio of the best poker play- 
ers in the country in action: David 
Mosely, Dave “Devil Fish” UUyott 
and Surinder Singh. 

The poker scenes are intercut 
with the progress of a professional 
horse-race gambler. Together, they 
provide a dramatic and illuminating 
picture of the gambling life. The 
players aD stress the same point the 
hard wori: involved. The horse- 
race player gets up at 5am every day 
and works through the racing form, 
barely stopping his travels and oth- 
er activities until late at night. The 
poker players beep at it by their con- 
centration. physical training and 
long hours. 

True, they have their "freedom” 
to live as they please. There is no 9- 
to-5 about their jobs. In fact it’s far 
harder than that! With no assurance 
at the end of the day or the end of 
the month, that they are going to 
come out ahead. They may make be- 
tween £100.000 and £300,000 in a 
good year or they may go broke. The 
programme, originally shown on 
Central, will be sreened on Carlton 


Wbrid on digital at 7.30 pm and 10.30 
pm on 20 ApriL Your poker colum- 
nist also appears, to provide a run- 
ning commentary. 

The sheer exhilaration of poker, 
which is what sustains all these play- 
ers, is well described in the novel 
Shut up and Deal now published in 
a British edition by No Exit Press. 
This is a feisty, funny, unrelenting- 
ly poker-focused confession of a 
young guy (not a million miles from 
the author Jesse May) gambling his 
head off round the American circuit. 
Does he win? What kind of question 
is that for heaven's sake! The point 
is he is in action and hangs in 
there, no matter whaL 

Anyone who has wondered what 
the poker life is all about should read 
this book. It brings the players to life 
in a series of brilliant set pieces. 
Whether the author will ever sit 
down and write a “proper” novel 
with characters, a plot and a love in- 
tererest is another question. The 
main thing is, at the end of it all, he's 
still -just but onlyjust -in the mon- 
ey. “Because that’s all that's im- 
portant It’s the only thing.” 

•Shut Up and DeaT is avaitattefrom 
Gamblers Book Shop. 21 Great Or- 
mond Street, London WCl 3JB at 
£6.99 


Concise Crossword 


No.3891 Thursday 8 April 



ACROSS DOWN 


I First World War battle (5) 
4 Strapping <51 

10 Ttash(T) 

II Taut 15) 

12 Lapwing (.5) 

13 Operation (7J 
15 Of all time (4) 

17 Animal life (5) 

19 Type of fertiliser (5) 

22 Submissive <4i 
25 Acknowledgement (7) 

27 DisconcerU5> 

29 Double (5) 

30 Soon <7) 

31 Oneness 15) 

32 Existence (5) 


2 Type of lake 12-3) 

3 Dampen t7) 

5 Complete 15) 

6 Lamp (7) 

7 Snares (5) 

8 Stage &> 

9 Gemstone (5) 

14 Press (4) 

16 Flirt (4) 

18 Sale (7) 

20 Stringed instrument (7) 

21 Fireplace (5) 

23 Inhalation anaesthetic «5> 

24 Male deer (5) 

26 Feckless (5) 

28 Runt (5) 


Solution to yesterday’s Concise Crossword: 

ACROSS: 5 Floss, 8 Suffice* « Philosophises). 9 Incas, io Academic, 1 1 Sweet. 14 Leu, _ 
16 Gateau. 17 Roller. 18 Gun. 20 Stoop, 24 Open-eyed. 25 Orbit 26 Escapade, 27 Satyr. 
DOWN: l Essay, 2 OffaL 3 Tiger. 4 Senile, 6 Lone wolf 7 Sea level, 12 Bacteria, 13 ve- 
locity. 14 Lug. 15 Um, 19 Uppish, 21 In-law. 22 Mynah, 23 Idler. 
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